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Family  11.    LEPTOTYPHLOPIDiE 

There  ii^  'lio  large  plates  on  the  belly,  the  body  being 
covered.everywhere  with  uniform  scales.  The  head  is  very 
sw^.-aiid  continuous  with  the  neck.  The  nasal  plate  reaches 
.^  tkb  maigm  of  the  lip.  The  eye  may  be  seen  through  the 
.  :\  \'ijcular  plate.  One  or  two  laige  plates  precede  the  anus.  The 
tail  ends  in  a  small  spine.  A  pelvic  girdle  is  present,  but 
there  are  no  external  traces  of  limbs.  The  lower  jaw  is 
toothed. 

The  small,  blind  snakes  belonging  to  this  family  are  sim- 
ilar in  appearance  to  the  Typhlopidx  of  the  Old  World  and 
tropical  America,  but  differ  in  several  structural  features. 

The  two  genera  which  occur  within  the  geographic  limits 
of  this  woric  may  be  distinguished  by  the  following 

Synopsis  of  Geneka 
a. — Ocular  plate  in  contact  above  with  the  median  series 
of  scales  on  the  head. 

8i«gonodon.«-f>.  624w 
a*. — Ocular  plate  in  contact  above  with  a  supraocular  plate 
which  separates  it  from  the  median  series  of  scales. 

LeptotjrpUopsw— p.  627. 

Genus  22.    Siagonodon 

Sugimodom  PBraiUy  Sitzb.  Ber.  G«s.  Natnrf.  Frenade,  Bcrliai  ISSI, 
p.  71  (tTpe,  s^ftsmsfnatw). 

The  body  is  cylindrical,  covered  with  smooth,  cycloid 
scales.  The  rostral  plate  is  very  large,  and  is  recurved  on 
both  the  upper  and  lower  surfaces  of  the  protruding  snout. 
The  nasal  plate  is  very  larger  behind  it  is  the  large  ocular, 
followed  in  turn  by  wide  parietal  and  occipital  plates.    A 
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Mir  of  «m11  acaletniM  along  the  top  of  the  heed  behind 
the  roettl  plate.  No  supraocular  plates  are  praseat  The 
prtanal  plate  is  not  divided. 

A  siogle  species  ftpfftseats  this  genus  in  California,  Ari- 
zona and  Lower  California. 

135.    Siagooodon  humOis  (Baird  Se  Giraid) 
WisTiaN  Worm-Snaki 

Jlmt  imrnMs  Basso  ft  Gisaso,  Cat.  N.  Amcr.  Repdlet,  Pt.  I,  Serpeatt, 
<i5J»  P*  U3  (typt  loodicy.  VslllefltaS|  Cat);  Coorss,  Piroc 
Cd.  AcmL  So..  Vol  IV,  iSto,  p.  67;  Cort,  BuU.  U.  S.  Naf.  Met.. 
Na  ji,  ill7»  p.  64;  Srtjiitota,  Proc.  U.  S.  Naf.  Mot.,  Vol.  XIV, 
i^if  P*  sot;  Cort,  IVoc  U.  S.  Naf.  Mut.,  Vol  XIV,  1S91,  pw 
590;  Srtjirtota,  N.  Amcr.  Fauna,  Na  7,  it9j,  p.  103;  Vaii  Dsv- 
so  ton,  P»ec.  Csl.  Acsd.  Sci.,  Scr.  2,  Vol.  5,  1S95,  p.  136. 

8$tm$mwm  kmmik  Prrtst,  Mofiattbcriditc  Akad.  Witt.  Berlin,  tin* 
p.  401;  Cort,  Proc.  Acad.  Nac  ScL  Pkila.,  1S61,  p.  305;  Cora* 
Proc.  Acad.  Nar.  So.  Phila.,  1SS6,  p.  31a;  Cors,  BuU.  U.  S.  Nsc- 
Mttt.,  Na  I,  1I75,  p.  44;  YAaaow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nar.  Mut.,  Na  S4» 
iil3,  p.  141;  GAaMAii,  Men.  Mot.  Conipr.  Zool.  Cambr.,  Vol. 
VIII,  1SS3,  p.  130;  BsLOivo,  Wctt  Amer.  Sdencitc,  Vol  III,  Na 

S4f  iti7i  p.  ••• 
/4i|snodHi  dttgnii  Boeoosr,  Mitt.  Sd.  su  Mci.,  Rcpf.,  tSSi,  p.  $07, 
pL  XXIX,  if.  9  (typs  bcsBry,  CsflMa,  Meileo). 

GUtumis  kmrniht  Boutsnosa,  Qu.  Soaket  Brie  Mut.,  VoL  I,  iSsj, 
p.  70;  C>rt,  Amer.  Namralitc,  Vol.  XXX,  1S97,  p.  1014;  MocquASO, 
NooT.  Arch.  Mut.  Httc.  Nar.,  Scr.  4,  Vol  I,  1S99,  p.  315;  Cort, 
Report  U.  S.  Nar.  Mot.  far  1S9S,  19001  p.  719,  ig.  144;  Baowv, 
P»oc.  Acad.  Nac.  Sd.  Phils.,  1901,  p.  I4;  DrrMAftt,  Reptile  Boskt 
1907,  p.  110^  pi.  LXIII. 

^MfMsJIto  kmmihs  Vav  Dtvsoaon,  Occat.  Papers  Cal.  Acad.  ScL,  V, 
i^7»  p*  150;  McLaim,  Concribtttiont  Co  Neotropical  Ilerpecolcfy, 
ii99ft  p>  31  Vas  DsnacysoM,  Proc.  CaL  Acad.  Sd.,  Scr.  4f  VoL  3, 
191 1,  p.  153s  Va»  Dtnsoaoe  k  Stsirtn,  Piroc.  CaL  Acad.  ScL, 
Scr.  4,  VoL  3,  1913,  p.  409;  Van  Dsnsoson  k  Stsnii,  Proc  CaL 
Acad.  Sd.,  Scr.  4,  VoL  4f  I9t4t  P*  U5;  Srsinsoss  k  Baasoos, 
Check  Litt  N.  Amcr.  Rcpc,  1917,  p.  71;  Srsresot,  Copcia,  Ka 
f4t  i9il*  F  J4;  Van  Dsosvson  k  Sisrto,  Proc  CsL  Acsd.  ScL, 
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Ser.  4y  Vol.  XI,  1921,  p.  52;  Nelson,  Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  Sd.,  VoL 
XVI,  1921,  pp.  114,  115. 
Leptotyphlops  humilis  Ruthven,  Bull.  Am.  Mus.  Nat.  Hist.,  Vol.  XXIII, 
I907>  P«  573;  Grinnell  &  Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  17, 
No.  10,  1917,  p.  176;  Stephens,  Trans.  San  Diego  Soc.  Nat.  Hist., 
Vol.  Ill,  No.  4,  1921,  p.  d^. 

Description. — ^Body  long  and  slender,  with  short,  blunt 
tail  bearing  a  small  spine  at  its  tip.  Head  small,  continuous 
with  neck,  slightly  depressed,  with  prominent,  roimded 
snout.  Rostral  plate  strongly  recurved  on  top  of  snout,  and 
continued  back  on  lower  surface  of  head  to  mouth.  A  large 
nasal  plate  bordering  lip,  divided  behind,  and  sometimes  in 
front  of,  nasal  opening.  Ocular  plate  reaching  margin  of 
lip  between  two  labials.  Two  large  plates,  parietal  and 
occipital,  behind  ocular.  No  supraocular  plate.  Nasal, 
ocular,  parietal  and  occipital  plates  separated  from  corres- 
ponding plates  on  opposite  side  of  head  by  single  series  of 
small,  rounded,  imbricate  scales.  Scales  on  chin  smallest. 
Fourteen  rows  very  strongly  imbricate  scales  around  middle 
of  body}  middle  ventral  series  often  slightly  enlarged. 
Preanal  plate  single.    Caudal  scales  similar  to  those  on  body. 

The  entire  upper  surface,  five  to  seven  longitudinal  rows 
of  scales,  is  brown,  sometimes  slightly  grayish  at  the  edges 
of  the  scales.  The  lower  parts  arc  creamy  white,  rarely 
clouded  with  gray. 

Length  to  anus. 91  98  133     199  235  272  291     368 

Length  of  tail 4  4  7       10  9  9  11        16 

Width  of  head 2  2  2         3  4  4  4 

Width  at  middle  of  body     2  2  2^^     4  5  5  6 

Distribution. — In  California,  this  little  snake  has  been 
found  at  Fort  Yuma,  Imperial  County  j  Valledto  at  about 
1 600  feet,  and  near  Banner  on  the  east  slope  of  the  Cuya- 
maca  Mountains  at  about  3000  feet  altitude,  and  near 
Ladrillo  Station  near  Ridfic  Beach,  San  Diego  County} 
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and  fietr  Bconett  Wells  in  Death  Valley,  Inyo  County. 
Boulenger  records  a  specimen  from  San  Bernardino^ 
San  Bernardino  County,  and  it  has  been  taken  also  in  the 
Shover  Mountains,  near  Colton,  in  this  county.  It  probably 
occupies  most  of  the  intervening  desert  regions.  It  occun 
in  both  Upper  and  Lower  Sonoran  zones. 

In  Arizona  it  has  been  collected  at  Fort  Mohave,  Mohave 
County,  Yuma,  Yuma  County,  Tucson,  Pima  County  and  in 
the  foothills  of  the  Catalina  Mountains  about  1 8  miles  north- 
east of  Tucson,  and  Sabino  Canyon,  Pima  County. 

In  Lower  California  it  has  been  found  at  San  Ignado,  and 
on  Cerros  Island,  and,  in  the  Cape  Region,  at  Cape  San 
Lucas,  San  Jose  del  Cabo,  San  Frandsquito,  Sierra  Laguna, 
andLaPkz. 

It  ranges  louth  on  the  mainland  of  Mexico  to  Colima,  and 
has  been  taken  in  Sonora  at  San  Miguel  de  Horcasitas. 

HMu. — ^This  little  snake  evidently  is  a  burrowing 
species.  Professor  Thomber  found  several  in  a  pile  of 
manure  on  the  Greasewood  plains  east  of  Tucson.  Mr. 
Herbert  Brown  found  one  under  a  stone  about  a  foot  square, 
about  20  feet  from  the  edge  of  a  pool  of  water.  Under  the 
stone  the  earth  had  been  worked  from  between  the  grass 
roots,  showing  several  runways,  in  one  of  which  the  snake 
was  coiled. 

Genus  23.    Lcptotyphlopt 

UpmjpkUpt  FmiMoiA.  Syte.  Rcpc.,  1S4.1,  p.  14  (ffpc,  mitrUmtii 

SrtjMioit,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nac.  Mim.,  1S91,  p.  foi. 
Sifmmmm^  WAOtit,  Nai.  Sj%t.  Ampkib.,  iSjo,  p.  —  (not  of  Lacrcilk, 

iSio). 
Cmdwm  DuMiaii  cf  Biifto*.  Erpft.  GMr.,  Vol.  VI.  iS44,  ^  Jii  (mc 

of  Artcdi). 
<Hm€%mim  Gmt»  Caf.  Laanb  Brif.  Mw.»  iS4f»  p.  IJ9;  Cora,  Piroc 

U.  S.  Naf.  Urn..  Vol  XIV.  iS^s,  ^  {§9;  BovLSMaa,  Cat.  Snakaa 
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Brit.  Mttt»,  VoL  U  x<93>  P»  59;  Cofb,  Report  U*  8.  Nat  Mtts.  for 
tS98>  1900,  p.  7x6» 
J2#iM  Baikd  &  GiftARD,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Kept.,  Pt.  I,  Serpent^  iis3§ 
p.  141  (type,  dulcis). 

The  body  is  qrlindrical,  covered  with  smooth,  qrdoid 
scales.  The  rostnd  plate  is  very  large,  and  is  recurved  on 
both  the  upper  and  lower  surfaces  of  the  protruding  snout. 
The  nasal  plate  is  very  large}  behind  it  is  the  large  ocular, 
followed  in  turn  by  wide  parietal  and  occipital  plates.  A 
row  of  small  scales  runs  along  the  top  of  the  head  behind 
the  rostral  plate.  This  central  row  of  scales  is  separated 
from  the  ocular  plate  of  each  dde  by  a  small  supraocular 
plate. 

One  species  of  this  genus  has  been  found  in  Arizona. 


136.    Leptotyphlops  dulcis  (Baird  &  Girard) 

Eastern  Worm-Snake 

Rina  dukis  Baird  &  Girard,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Kept.,  Ft.  I,  SerpeBt8» 

1S53*  p*  X42  (type  locality,  between  San  Pedro  and  Camantha 
SpringSf  Tez*). 

Stinostoma  duki  Pbtbrii  Monattb.  Aluul«  Wist.  Berlin,  1S57,  p.  40A; 
Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sd.  Phila.,  1861,  p.  305;  Jan,  Arch.  ZooL 
Anat.  Phys.,  1861,  p.  189;  Jan,  Icpnogr.  Qknkc.  Opiud.,  2e  Bvr., 
pi^  $9  6>  fig*  5)  text  1864,  p.  36;  Jan,  Elenco  Syst.  dc^  Ofidi,  1864, 
p.  15;  CoFB,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  i,  1875,  p.  44;  Cope,  BuIL 
U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  17, 1880,  p.  oo;  Cope,  BulL  U.  S.  Nat.  Mas.| 
No.  32,  1887,  p.  62\  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sd.  Phiku,  1883, 
p.  II. 

Stinostoma  rubellum  Garman,  Mem.  Mus.  Compr.  Zool.,  Cambr.,  Vol. 
VIII,  1883,  p.  130  (type  locality,  Uvalde,  Texas). 

LfptotypUapt  dukis  Stbjnbgbr,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  1891,  p.  5011 
CocKBRBLL,  Americsa  Naturaliit,  Vol.  XXX,  April,  1896,  p.  326; 
Van  Dbnburgh  &  Slbvin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  ScL,  Ser.  4,  VoL  3^ 
1 9139  P*  409;  Stbjnbgbr  &  Barbour,  Check  List  N.  Amer.  Amph. 
Rept.,  1917,  p.  73. 

Glmuconia  dukis  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  189I,  p.  590; 
BouLBNGBR,  Cat.  Snakes,  VoL  I,  1893,  p.  65;  Copb,  Report  U.  S. 
Nat.  Mas.,  for  1898,  1900,  p.  717,  fig.  I43;  Brown,  Proc  Acad. 
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Nai.  Sci.  Phtla^  1901,  p.  13;  Bmowm,  Froc.  Acad.  Nac  ScL  PlubLi 
1903,  p.  54t;  DtTMARiy  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  110;  Sraicnia, 
Proc.  Biol.  Soc.  Waihington^  Vol.  XXI»  1908,  p.  73;  SraBcata, 
Baylor  Bulletin,  Vol.  XVII,  No.  4,  1915,  p.  iB. 

Clsau0mis  dissetU  Copb,  Amer.  Naturalist,  1S96,  p.  753  (type  locality* 

sUtw  minM  at  Lake  VaUey,  MNtthani  lf«w  Meiko);  Cope, 

Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  for  1899,  I9cx>,  p.  716,  fig.  141. 


rjon. — Body  long  and  tlender,  with  short,  blunt 
tail  bearing  a  small  spine  at  its  tip.  Head  small,  continuous 
with  neck,  slightly  depressed,  with  prominent  rounded  snout. 
Rostral  plate  strongly  recurved  on  top  of  snout,  and  con- 
tinued back  on  lower  surface  of  head  to  mouth.  A  large 
nasal  plate  extending  to  lip,  divided  behind,  and  sometimes 
in  front  of,  nasal  opening.  Ocular  plate  reaching  margin 
or  lip  between  labial  plates.  Usually  one  labial  behind 
ocular  and  one  or  two  between  it  and  nasal.  Usually  two 
large  plates,  parietal  and  occipital,  behind  ocular.  Nasal, 
parietal,  and  occipital  plates  separated  from  corresponding 
plates  on  opposite  side  of  head  by  a  single  series  of  small, 
rounded,  imbricate  scales  on  head  behind  rostral.  Oculars 
separated  from  this  central  series  by  a  pair  of  snuU  supra- 
ocular plates.  Infralabials  four  or  five,  similar  to  the  small 
scales  on  the  chin.  Fourteen  rows  of  strongly  imbricate 
scales  i  ventral  series  often  slightly  enlarged.  Preanal  large, 
single.    Caudal  scales  similar  to  those  on  body. 

The  color  above  is  reddish  or  grayish  brown}  reddish 
white  below. 

l^efifrtK  to  tfiof _.  ..  ..  I  SI         221 

fxfiffll  of  tail  »   to  12 


DiiinAtaiMMi.— This  Itttk  mmkt  nuiges  from  north-cen- 
tral, central  and  southern  Tens  south  into  Mexko  and  wot 
acroas  New  Mexico  and  Arizooa.  Mr.  Herfaeit  Brawn  sent 
me  a  specimen  which  he  had  collected  at  Toma,  the  most 
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western  record.  Professor  Brown  of  the  University  of 
Arizona  told  me  that  he  had  examined  a  specimen  collected 
on  the  grounds  of  the  Carnegie  Desert  Laboratory  near 
Tucson,  in  1911. 

Remarks. — ^This  snake  differs  from  Siagonodon  humilis 
in  the  presence  of  supraocular  plates.  It  is  believed  to  be 
subteiranean  in  its  habits,  and  therefore  is  rare  in  collections. 

Family  12.     BOIDiE 

The  belly  is  provided  with  a  series  of  large  plates.  The 
head  may  be  covered  with  either  small  scales  or  large  plates. 
The  eye  is  well-developed,  with  vertical  pupil.  Rudimentary 
pelvis  and  hind  limbs  are  present,  the  latter  usually  showing 
externally  as  a  small  spur  on  each  side  of  the  anus.  Both 
jaws  bear  teeth.    The  labial  plates  are  without  pits. 

Two  genera  of  boas  have  been  found  in  California. 

Synopsis  of  Genera 

a. — Head  covered  with  small  scales  j  tail  not  very  blimt. 

Lichanura. — p.  650. 
a*. — Head  with  large  plates  above  j  tail  very  blunt. 

Charina. — ^p.  658. 

Genus  24.     Lichanura 

Lichanura  Cope,   Proc.   Acad.   Nat.   Sci.   Phila.,    1861,   p.   304   (type, 
trivirgata)\  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900,  p.  722. 

The  head  is  slightly  distinct  from  the  neck,  and  is  cov- 
ered with  small  scales.  The  nostril  is  between  two  plates, 
the  anterior  of  which  meets  that  of  the  opposite  side  on  the 
median  line.  The  scales  on  the  body  are  smooth  and  nearly 
as  wide  as  long.  The  urosteges  and  preanal  plate  are  un- 
divided. The  short  tail  is  tapering,  but  ends  in  a  rounded 
plate.  The  eye  is  moderately  large  with  vertical  pupil. 
Two  species  are  known. 
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Synopsis  of  Species 

a«^-Gastrostegcs  more  numerous,  about  220  to  243;  longi- 
tudinal bondsy  when  present,  not  dark  chocolate  or 
blackish  brown  and  not  in  strong  contrast  with  the 

ground  color. 

L.  roitofusca. — p.  611. 
%. — Gastrosteges  fewer  than  220;  light  with  dark  brown 

longitudinal  bands  in  strong  contrast. 

L.  trhrirgaU.— p.  636. 

137.    Lichanura  roMofusca  Cope 

California  Boa 

Plate  58 

U€hmnmrM  rtsetfuscs  Copb,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila«,  i868,  p.  l  (^]rp? 

locality,  Dortlieni  lAmm  CaUfomia);  Copb,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat. 
Muf.,  No.  I,  1875,  p.  43;  CoPB,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  31, 
iSSTt  p.  6$;  Stkjmccbk,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Nfut.,  Vol.  XIV,  1891, 
p.  514;  Core,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  Vol.  XIV,  1S92,  p.  591;  Vav 
DtMSt-acM,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  1,  Vol.  5,  1895,  p.  138; 
Vam  DsKatRCM,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Set.,  Ser.  1,  Vol.  5,  1896,  p. 
icx>6;  Vam  DtiiavRCN,  Occaa.  Papcn  Cal.  Acad.  Sd.,  V,  1897, 
p.  152,  ^.;  Cops,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900,  p.  724, 
^.  146;  BaowM,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sd.  Phila.,  1901,  p.  14;  Grin- 
»LL  h  GaiififKLL,  Tkroop  Inst.  Bulletin,  No.  XXXV,  1907,  p. 
37*  ^-  I  J;  I>iTMARS,  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  211;  Van  Dcn»l'rgh, 
Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sd.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  3,  1912,  151;  Atsatt,  Univ.  Cal. 
Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  12,  No.  3,  1913,  p.  41 ;  Van  DEMtt'RCH  h  Slcvin, 
Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sri.,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  3, 1913,  p.  410;  RcrNUMc,  Copeia, 
No.  15,  1915;  GaiNNSLL  h  Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  17, 
No.  10,  1917,  p.  177;  SrtjNKctR  Sc  BARaot'R,  Check  List  N.  Amer. 
AmpK.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  73;  Cowlci,  Joum.  Kntomol.  Sc  Zool., 
Pomona  College,  Vol.  XII,  No.  3,  1920,  p.  66;  SrcpMCMt,  Trant. 
San  Dicgo  Soc.  Nat.  Httt.,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  4,  1921,  p.  63;  \Vri<«mt, 
Gipcia,  i^ai.  No.  95,  p.  35;  Van  DtNttaoH  hi  Slsvin,  Proc. 
CaL  Acad.  Sci,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1921,  p.  52;  Nclson,  Mem.  Nat. 
Acad.  Sri.9  Vol  XVI,  1921,  pp.  114,  130. 

myri^kpii  Cort,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sri.  Phila.,  1868,  p.  1 

(fjrpt  locaBty.  Mrtban  homm  CaUfocaia);  Cort,  BuU.  U.  S. 
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Nat.  Mus.,  No.  i,  1875,  p.  43;  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No. 

32,  1887,  p.  65;  Stejneger,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XII,  1889, 

p.  98;  Stejneger,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  1891,  p.  512-515. 
Charina  trivirgata  Garman,  Mem.  Mus.  Compr.  Zool.  Cambr.,  Vol. 

VIII,  No.  3,  1883,  p.  131  (part);  Boulenger,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit. 

Mus.,  Vol.  I,  1893,  p.  129  (part), 
Ltchanura  orcutti  Stejneger,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XII,  1889, 

p.  96,  fig.  I  (type  locality,  Colorado  Desert,  San  Diego  Cotintf, 

California);  Stejneger,  West  Amer.  Scientist,  Vol.  VI,  No.  46, 

1889,  p.  83;  Stejneger,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1891, 

p.  513-515;  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1892,  p.  592; 

Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  for  1898,  1900,  p.  726,  fig.  147; 

Werner,  Archiv   fur  Naturgeschichte,  Vol.   87,   1921,  Abt.  A, 

Heft  7,  p.  260, 
Uchanura  simplex  Stejneger,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XII,  1889, 

P*  97>  %  2  (type  locality,  San  Diego,  CaL) 
Uchanura  trivirgata  Werner,  Archiv   fur  Naturgeschichte,  Vol.   87, 

1 92 1,  Abt.  A,  Heft  7,  p.  259  (part). 

Description. — ^Top  of  head  nearly  flat,  covered  with  small 
smooth  scales.  Snout  long,  with  a  more  or  less  prominent 
high  rostral  plate.  Superior  labials  13  or  14,  high  anter- 
iorly, but  with  tips  sometimes  cut  off  and  appearing  as  small 
scales  below  loreals.  Inferior  labials  15  to  17.  Loreals 
usually  three,  but  their  number  not  at  all  constant.  About 
seven  to  10  scales  endrcling  eye.  Scales  on  body  shiooth, 
imbricate,  nearly  as  wide  as  long,  and  arranged  in  from  35 
to  43  longitudinal  rows,  lowest  row  on  each  side  formed  of 
larger  scales.  Gastrosteges  narrow,  varying  in  number  from 
220  to  242.  Urosteges  varying  in  number  from  38  to  48  j 
in  a  single  series.  Spurs  small,  but  easily  seen  at  each  side 
a  little  in  front  of  anus. 

The  color  above  is  light  bluish  or  brownish  gray  or  deep 
drab,  with  or  without  three  more  or  less  indefinite  reddish 
or  yellowish  brown  longitudinal  bands.  The  middle  one  of 
these  bands  originates  between  the  eyes,  while  the  others 
arise  on  the  temples.  All  or  none  of  these  bands  may  extend 
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•d  or  along  the  tail.   The  lower  surfaces  are  yellowish  white, 
more  or  less  spotted  or  blotched  with  brown  or  gray. 


Length  13  anui 

.370 

SIS 

695 

76S 

S60 

S70 

Lenstli  of  uil 

48 

66 

90 

SO 

117 

110 

Disirihuhm. — The  original  tpedmcnt  of  this  snake  were 
collected  in  northern  Lower  Gilifomia  by  William  M. 
Gabb.  I  have  examined  a  specimen  taken  at  Knscnada, 
Lower  California,  on  June  8,  1893.  Thence  the  species 
ruges  north  through  southern  California  and  east  to  western 
Arizona.  A  dried  specimen  found  by  Mr.  Slevin  on  Mejia 
Island,  in  the  Gulf  of  California,  seems  to  belong  to  this 


In  Arizona,  it  has  been  secured  only  in  the  Harqua  Halla 
Mountains  in  northwestern  Maricopa  County,  but  has  been 
seen  also  in  the  Harcuver  Range  in  northeastern  Yuma 
Comity. 

In  California,  it  has  been  collected  in  the  Providence 
Mountuns  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Szn  Bernardino 
County,  and  in  the  Colorado  Desert,  San  Diego  County. 
Most  of  the  records  are  from  regions  nearer  to  the  coast, 
where  it  has  been  taken  in  Los  Angeles  (Mt.  Wilson,  Arroyo 
Seco,  Sierra  Madre  at  1900  and  2500  feet,  ECaton  Canyon 
near  Pasadena,  San  Gabriel  Mountains  at  1 700  feet,  mouth 
of  San  Gabriel  River  near  Azusa,  Claremont),  San  Bern- 
ardino (cast  of  Victorville,  Cucamonga  Canyon  San  Gabriel 
Mountains,  San  Bernardino  Mounuins,  Live  Oak  Canyon 
near  Redlands),  Riverside  (Banning,  Gavilan,  San  Jacinto, 
Sm  Jacinto  M<juncaim  near  Cahnzon,  Milm  Canyon  at  3,000 
feat,  dcacit  KVtn  miles  touch  of  Pklm  Springs),  and  San 
Diego  (Snn  I>iego,  Witch  Creek,  Dulzurt,  Bonsall),  eoun* 
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Habits. — Giinncll  and  Grinnell  say:  ''Duriiig  a  camping 
trip  the  last  week  in  March,  1906,  at  the  mouth  of  die  San 
Gabriel,  our  field  party  secured  no  less  than  four  boas  along 
the  rocky  southern  base  of  the  hills  and  at  the  mouth  of 
Fish  Canyon,  a  tributary  of  the  San  Gabriel  River. 

<<One  was  discovered  during  a  driving  raia.  It  was  crawl- 
ing in  the  open  canyon  bed  near  the  margin  of  a  torrent. 
And  this  seems  to  be  characteristic  of  this  species,  that  it 
comes  out  in  cloudy  weather  or  else  frequents  shady  places. 
Its  movements  are  slow.  When  {ndced  up  it  mnds  tightly 
about  one's  arm  or  else  coils  up  in  an  intricate  knot.  Henoe 
one  boy  who  had  seen  the  species  before  called  it  the  ^Vub- 
ber  snake." 

Atsatt  records  one  as  found  trying  to  swallow  a  mouse. 
(Peromyscus)  which  had  been  caught  in  a  trap.  The  snake 
had  wrapped  its  body  about  the  mouse  whose  head  it  had 
taken  into  its  mouth.  When  disturbed  it  crawled  slowly 
away,  and  upon  being  gently  strudc  on  the  head,  onled  up  in 
a  ball  with  the  head  hidden  within  the  coils. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Wright,  states  that  "It  might  be  of  interest  to 
note  the  food  reactions  of  a  California  boa  in  captivity.  The 
literature  of  the  life-history  of  this  species  is  somewhat 
scanty.  The  captive  was  taken,  Dec  16,  191 7,  in  the  desert, 
seven  miles  south  of  Palm  Springs,  San  Bernardino  Co., 
California,  by  Dr.  J.  Chester  Bradley.  He  kept  it  as  a  pet 
until  the  following  May  when  it  was  shipped  to  me  at  Ith- 
aca, N.  Y.  During  the  period  of  Dec  1917-May,  1918,  it  fed 
on  nothing.  With  us  it  began  the  same  career  and  fasted. 
Flies,  spiders,  various  insects,  and  worms  were  offered  but 
not  accepted. 

"In  midsummer  we  placed  in  its  cage  a  house  mouse. 
Later  the  same  day  we  discovered  the  mouse  had  been  killed. 
It  had  apparently  been  seized  between  the  eyes  but  not 
eaten.    In  a  few  days  we  captiu^  a  live  white-foot  mouse 
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and  placed  it  with  the  snake.  Almost  instantly  it  began  to  be 
active.  The  snake  deliberate  normally  became  aninuted.  Soon 
it  seized  the  mouse  on  the  side  of  the  body.  Then  it  began  to 
coil  itself  about  the  animal.  When  the  prey  was  sufficiently 
held  by  the  coils  the  snake  released  its  mouth  hold  and  felt 
along  the  body  and  bead  until  it  seized  the  mouse  between 
the  eyes  as  in  the  house  mouse.  Then  it  began  to  crush  the 
creature  with  its  coils.  But  this  mouse  it  also  did  not  eat.  In 
either  case  it  was  not  the  size  which  was  responsible  for  the 
non-completion  of  the  process,  as  was  later  revealed. 

^ur  main  objective  was  to  make  it  feed.  In  two  nesting 
boxes  were  young  Elnglish  sparrows  of  which  we  wished  to 
dispose.  We  placed  one  in  the  cage.  Instantly  the  snake 
seized  it  by  the  body,  coiled  about  it,  released  mouth  hold, 
sought  the  head,  began  crushing  with  coils  and  finally  began 
swallowing  the  bird  quite  rapidly  for  a  snake.  There  were 
practically  no  feathers  on  the  bird.  Thereafter  it  ate  young 
English  sparrows.  It  usually  went  through  the  process  we 
have  described,  a  truly  constrictor  habit.  Rarely,  however, 
it  would  seize  the  bird  by  leg  or  head  and  swallow  it  at  once 
with  no  coiling  about  the  bird  at  all.  Is  its  natural  habit 
feeding  on  young  birds  of  the  desert? 

^As  a  pet  I  consider  it  the  finest  native  snake  of  the  states. 
It  is  gentle,  ntvtr  bites,  is  clean  and  glossy  of  skin,  coils  into 
a  ball  or  up  the  arm  and  is  a  beautifully  patterned  snake* 
This  individual  was  befriended  by  the  whole  neighborhood 
of  children.^ 
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138;    X#ichanura  trivirgata  Cope  : 

>Sak  LiTCAiN:  Boa 

■ '  .        •    .     .  ,  ■     ■      •'  ' ' 

UchaHura  trivlrgata  Copb,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Fhila./  1861,  p.  304 
(type  locaikf ,  Gftpe  St.  Lueas,  Lower  Cdifomia);  Jaw,  Tobnogr. 
Gin^n  Pph.,  oe  iivr*,  1865,  pp.  69,  70;  Gopb^  Bulk  U.  S.  Nat; 
Mu&y  No.  i^  1875,  PP*  43>  93;  BocouRT,  Miss.  ScL  au  Mex.*  Bep^ 
tiles,  8c  livr.,  1882,  p.  514;  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No. 
24,  188 j,  p.  142;  Beldiwo,  West  Amer.  Sdcntist,  Vol.  Hi,  No. 
04^  p.  98;  CoPB^  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mu8^  No.  yi,  1^87,  pw  65i^Srt|. 
NEOEi^  Proc,  y.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  1889,  p.  9^,  iig.  3;  Stejn^gbR| 
Proc.  U.  S.  Nat,  Mus.,  1891,  pp.  512, 514,  515;  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat. 
Mus.,  1891  (1892),  p.  591;  BOULENGER,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Miis.^ 
Yol.  ly  1895,  p.  129  (part);  Vaw  Deni^uroh,  Proc.  Cal;  Acad. 
ScitftSer.  2j  VoL  V,  1895,  p.  *37;  ^^m  Denb^Rom,  Proc.  Am*  Philos. 
Soc.,  VoL  XXXVII,  No.  157,  1898,  p.  141;  Cope,  Report  US. 
Nat.  Miis.,  for  1898,  1900,  p.  723;  Ditmars,  fteptile  Book,  1907, 
p.  211;  Stejheoer  &  Barbottr,  Check  List  N.  Aitier.  AthpH. 
Rcpt.,  1917^  p*  73;  Vak  Denburish  &  Slbvin,  Pmc.  Cal.  Acad. 
Sci.,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1921,  p.  5a;  N^sok,  Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  Sci;,  Vol. 
XVI,  1 921,  pp.  114,  115;  Werner,  Archiv  fur  Naturgcschichtc, 
Vol.  i87,  1921,  Abt.  A,  Heft  7,  p.  259  (part);  Terron,  Mem.  y 
Rev.  Soc.  Cient.  Antonio  Alzate,  Vol.  39,  1921,  p.  164. 

Cbarina  trivirgola  Garman,  Mem.  Mus.  Compr.  Zool.,  Vol.  VIII^  No^ 
3,  1883,  pp.  8,  131;  Garman,  Bull.  Essepc  Inst.,  Vol.  XVI,  No.  I, 
p.  22. 

Description. — ^Top  of  head  nearly  flat,  covered  with 
small  smooth  scales.  Snout  Ipng,  high,  broadly  rounded, 
\nth  prominent,  broad  high,  recurved  rostral.  Superior  la- 
bials  14  or  15,  high  anteriorly,  but  with  tips  sonfietimcs  cut 
off  and  appearing  as  subloreals.  Loreals  usually  two  of 
three.  A  series  of  scales  encircle  eye.  Scales  on  body  smooth, 
in  40  or  41  rows,  laterals  a  little  larger.  Gastrostcg^s  nar- 
row, varying  in  number  from  240  to  241,  at  least.  Anal 
not  divided.  Urosteges  in  a  single  series  of  about  44.  The 
diameter  of  the  eye  is  about  one-third  the  distance  from  the 
orbit  to  end  snout. 

The  color  above  is  yellowish  or  brownish  gray  with 
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three  deep  reddish  or  Utddsh  brawn  kmgitudiiud  bands  in 
strong  oontmt  with  the  ground  color.  These  bonds  extend 
from  the  snout  to  the  tnA  of  the  titl.  In  the  type  specimen 
the  median  dark  band  was  about  four  scales  wide,  the  two 
lateral  bands  about  five  scales  wide,  and  the  stripe  of  ground 
color  between  them  was  about  three  and  a  half  scales  wide. 
The  belly  and  lower  sides  art  whilishy  irregularly  speckled 
or  blotched  with  dark  brown. 

A  living  specimen  was  colored  as  follows:  The  head  is 
pure  drab*gray  with  markings  of  seal-brown  above,  uniform 
whitish  below.  On  the  body  the  ground  color  above  is  rich 
drab-gray,  with  a  slight  creamy  cast,  separating  three  long- 
itudinal stripes  of  very  dark  seal-brown«  The  belly  and 
sides  are  creamy  white,  irregtdarly  dotted  and  blotched  with 
seal -brown. 

Leni^th  to  anoi      416         SIS 

Ltngtli  of  UtI        ...    .  96  101 

Distrihmtion. — This  species  apparently  is  confined  to  the 
Cape  Region  of  Lower  California.  Mr.  Xantus  obtained 
the  original  specimens  in  swamps  among  the  mountains  near 
Cape  San  Lucas.  Mr.  Bclding  secured  an  individual  near 
I^  Paz.  Mr.  F.  Billa  sent  me  one  collected  near  San  Josi 
del  Cabo.    It  has  been  collected  near  Santa  Anita. 


fisMis.-^The  snake  of  this  species  which  I  had  alive  for 
some  time  was  very  gentle,  and  rather  slow  in  its  move- 
ments. It  had  the  curious  habit,  often  shown  by  Chsrins 
and  Uchsnmr^  rouofmc^^  of  coiling  itself  into  a  oompaot 
mass  or  ball  when  diaturbed. 
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Genus  25.    Charina 

Ckarma  Gray,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mat.,  1849,  p.  113  (type,  botUg). 
Wenona  Baird  k  Girard,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1852,  p.  176. 
Pseudoeryx  Jan,  Arch.  f.  Nat.,  1862,  p.  242  (type,  botta). 

The  head  is  not,  or  is  very  slightly,  distinct  from  the 
neck,  and  is  provided  with  irregidar  large  plates  above. 
The  nostril  is  between  two  plates.  The  scales  on  the  body 
are  smooth,  small,  imbricate,  and  about  as  long  as  wide. 
The  urosteges  and  preanal  plate  are  undivided.  The  tail 
is  short,  very  blunt,  ending  in  a  large,  rounded  plate.  The 
eye  is  small,  with  vertical  pupil. 

Synopsis  of  Subspecies 

a. — ^Scales  usually  in  more  than  41  rows. 

C.  b.  bottae. — ^p.  658. 
a*. — Scales  in  41  rows. 

C.  b.  utahensis. — ^p.  642. 


139.    Charina  bottae  bottae  (Blainville) 

Pacific  Rubber  Snake 

Plate  59 

Tortrix  hottm  Blaikville,  Nouv.  Ann.  Mus.  Hist.  Nat.,  Vol.  IV,  1835, 
p.  289,  pi.  XXVI,  fig.  i.ib  (type  locality,  California). 

Charina  boitM  Gray,  Cat.  Spec.  Snakes  Brit.  Mus.,  1849,  p.  113;  Cope, 
Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  I,  1875,  P*  43;  Bocourt,  Miss.  Sci.  au 
Mex.,  8e  livr.,  1882,  p.  511;  Garman,  Mem.  Mus.  Compr.  Zool. 
Cambr.,  Vol.  VIII,  No.  3,  1883,  p.  7;  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus., 
No.  32,  1887,  p.  64;  Stejneoer,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIII, 
1890,  p.  181;  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1892,  p.  592; 
Vak  Denburoh,  Occas.  Papers  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  V,  1897,  p.  154; 
McLain,  Critical  Notes,  1899,  p.  ii;  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat. 
Mus.,  for  1898,  1900,  p.  728,  figs.  148,  149,  150;  Brown,  Proc. 
Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1901,  p.  15;  Ditmars,  Reptile  Book,  1907, 
p.  211,  pi.  LXIV;  Richardson,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  48, 
191 5»  P*  426;  Dice,  Univ.  Cal.  Pubis.  Zool.,  Vol.  16,  No.  17,  1916, 
PP*  314*  319;  Grinnell  &  Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  17, 
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No.  lo,  1917,  p.  177;  Srijiitctft  &  BAftBouft,  Check  List  N.  Amcr. 

Ainph.  Rcpc.,  1917,  p.  74  (part);  WEftMEft,  Archiv  (ur  Natur- 

fcschichte,  Vol  I7,  I9ii»  Abt.  A,  Heft  7,  p.  a6a 
Wen^ns  usStHs  Baud  &  Gieaed,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1I5I9 

p.  176  (type  locality,  Pugtt  Sottlld);  Baied  &  Gieaed,  Cat.  N. 

Amer.  Rept.,  Pt.  I,  Serp.,  1I53,  p.  140;  Gieaed,  U.  S.  Esplor. 

Eiped.,  1I5I,  p.  113,  Atlas,  pi.  VII,  figs.  S-u;  Loed,  Naturalist 

Vancouver  Island,  Vol.  II,  1866,  p.  305. 
Wen^ns  p/umUts  Baied  &  Gieaed,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Set.  Phila.,  1I52, 

p.  176  (type  locality.  Pug*!  Sound);  Baied  &  Gieaed,  Cat.  N. 

Amer.  Reptiles,  Pt.  I,  1853,  p.  139;  Gieaed,  U.  S.  Fiplor.  F.xped., 

Herp.,  1858,  p.  Ill,  Atlas,  pi.  VII,  figs.  1.7;  Baied,  Rep.  Pacific 

R.  R.  Surv.,  1859,  p.  II;  Coorca,  Rep.  Pacific  R.  R.  Surv.,  Vol 

XII,  Pt.  Ill,  i860,  p.  303;  Jam,  Klenco  syst.  degli  Ofidi,  1863,  p. 

11;  Jam  Bt  Soeoclu,  Iconogr.  gtntr.  des  Ophid.,  3e  livr.,  1864, 

pi.  II,  fig.  1,  text,  1865,  p.  69;  LoED,  Naturalist  Vancouver  Island, 

Vol.  II,  1866,  p.  305;  BocouET,  Misa.  Sci.  au  Mex.,  Rept.,  8e 

livr.,  1882,  p.  511,  pi.  XXX,  figs.  7.7c. 
CAmins  piuim^s  CorE,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1861,  p.  305;  Yae- 

Eow  &  Hembnaw,  Ann.  Rep.  Chief  of  Kngineers,  fur  1878,  Sunr. 

W.   looth  Merid.,  Appendix  NN,  1878,  p.  117:  Yaeeow,  BuIL 

U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  24,  1883,  p.  142;  Core,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat. 

Sci.  Phila.,  1883,  pp.  21,  23;  Towmscmd,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus^ 

Vol.  X,  1887,  p.  240;  Stejmecce,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIII, 

1890,  p.  181;  Stejmecee,  N.  Amer.  Fauna,  No.  7,  1893,  p.  ^j. 
PumJ^nyM  koaa  Jam,  EJenco  syst.  degli  Ofidi,  1863,  p.  21;  Jam  &  Soa- 

delu,  Iconogr.  gMr.  des  Ophid.,  3e  livr.,  1864,  pi.  II,  fig.  1,  test 

1865,  p.  67. 
Ckmims  As«#  var.  pimim^a  Gaemam,  Mem.  Mus.  Compr.  ZooL  Cambr*^ 

Vol.  VIII,  No.  3,  1883,  p.  131. 
Ckmims  hm€ky^t  Cora,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  VoL  XI,  1888,  p.  88, 

pi.  XXXVI,  figt.  2a.2f  (type  locality.  Point  RojTM,  CaL);  Srtj. 

mccce,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIII,  1890,  p.  181;  Con, 

Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  VoL  XIV,  1892,  p.  592;  BovLntota,  Cat. 

Snakes  Brit.  Mus.,  Vol.  I,  1893,  p.  131;  Core,  Report  U.  S.  Nat. 

Mus.,  (or  1898,  1900,  p.  737;  Beowm,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Set.  Pliila., 

1901,  p.  15;  Waawaa,  Archiv  ht  Naturgcachichte,  VoL  87,  19SI, 

Ahc.  A,  Heft  7,  p.  16a 
Ckmins  kmm  kmm  Vam  DxHtcaoii,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  4,  VoL 

X,  Na  3,  19^  pp.  31,  32;  Vam  DxMtvaoii  U  Sttviii,  Froc.  CaL 

Acad.  Set.,  Scr.  4,  VoL  XI,  1921,  pp.  2i,  jfi. 
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Description  J— Top  of  head  very  slightly  rounded,  cov- 
ered with  plates  which  often  differ  greatly  in  size,  shape  and 
number  in  different  indi vidimls.  Rostral  plate  very  large. 
Between  it  and  broad  frontal  are  two  or  three  pairs  of  plates: 
anterior  na^^  intemasal  and  prefrontal.  Labial  and  pre- 
frontal plates  sometimes  entering  orbital  ring.  A  single  loreal 
usually  present,  but  sometimes  two  or  none.  Supralabials 
eight  to  1 1 ,  often  nine,  the  anterior  ones  usually  very  high, 
but,  Kke  all  the  headplates,  subject  to  much  variation. 
Inf ralabials  nine  to  1 3,  usually  11.  Scales  on  body  smooth, 
imbricate,  about  as  wide  as  long,  and  arranged  in  from  41 
to  49  longitudinal  rowsj  lowest  row  on  each  side  forrhed  of 
larger  scales.  Gastrosteges  narrow,  varying  in  number  from 
192  to  218.  Urosteges  varying  in  number  from  27  to  40, 
usually  all  single,  but  sometimes  a  few  divided.  Anal  spurs 
small  but  distinct.  Tail  very  short  and  nearly  as  blunt  as 
head. 

All  the  upper  and  lateral  surfaces  are  grayish,  yellowish 
or  greenish  brown,  without  dart  or  light  markings.  The 
chin  and  throat  are  sometimes  clouded  with  gray  or  brown. 
The  rest  of  the  lower  surface  is  yellowish  white. 

Four  young,  from  Pl^rer  County,  are  dull  buff  both  above 
and  below. 

Length   to  anas 193         238         3S6         408         482         S19 

Length  of  Uil 26  31  47  58  58  73 

Remarks. — In  one  specimen  from  Red  Point,  Placer 
G>unty,  and  one  from  Fyf f e.  El  Dorado  County,  California, 
the  scales  are  in  41  rows.  Other  specimens  from  these  local- 
ities have  43  rows.  All  other  specimens  from  California, 
Nevada,  Oregon,  and  Washington,  of  which  I  have  records 
have  more  than  41  rows  of  scales.  Thus  of  47  specimens 
from  these  states  1 5  have  43  rows,  20  have  45,  six  have  47, 
and  six  have  49  rows. 


(\     P«t-i>-.C«i     \.  Ml.  S,  1.  Vm|     X  |V«^  T>isHt»..H)  Pmtk   t9 
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Disirilmiion. — ^The  Rubber  Snake,  or  Two-headed  Snake 
as  it  is  often  called  because  of  its  blunt  tail,  is  not  rare  in  the 
moistcr  portions  of  California,  Oregon,  Washington,  and 
western  Nevada.  It  usually  is  found  in  or  near  coniferous 
woods. 

In  Gdifomia,  it  seems  to  be  restricted  to  the  coast  region 
and  the  Sierra  Nevada  and  has  not  been  found  south  of 
Tulare  County.  It  has  been  taken  in  Siskiyou  (near  Mount 
Shasta),  Lassen  (south  base  of  Mount  Lassen,  Eagle  Lake), 
Nevada  (Donner  Lake),  Placer  (Red  Point,  Summit  Soda 
Springs,  Cisco,  Tahoe  City),  El  Dorado  (Strawberry  Valley, 
Fyf  fe.  Mount  Tallac,  Fallen  Leaf  Lake),  Calaveras  (Moke- 
lumne  Hill),  Mariposa  (Yosemite  Valley),  Fresno  (Fresno, 
Huntington  Lake),  Tulare  (Redwood  Canyon  East  Fork 
Kaweah  River),  Humboldt  (Humboldt  Bay),  Trinity  (Cof- 
fee Creek),  Mendocino  (Comptche),  Sononru  (Russian 
River  near  Rio  Campo),  Marin  (Point  Reyes,  three  miles 
west  from  Inverness,  Sausalito,  Mt.  Tanrulpais),  Alameda 
(Berkeley,  Tcmcscal,  Oakland),  San  Francisco  (Presidio), 
San  Mateo  (Half moon  Bay),  Santa  Clara  (Palo  Alto, 
Black  Mountain),  Santa  Cruz  (Big  Basin,  Santa  Cruz,  So- 
quel),  and  Monterey  (Carmel),  counties. 

In  Nevada,  it  has  been  secured  on  the  Humboldt  River, 
at  the  big  Bend  of  the  Truckee  River,  and  in  Ormsby 
County  and  at  Glenbrook,  Douglas  County. 

In  Oregon,  it  has  been  taken  in  I^e  (Summer  I^ke), 
Douglas  (Drain),  Lane  (Blue  River,  McKenzie  Bridge), 
Marion  (Salem),  and  Clackamas  (Milwaukee),  counties, 
and  in  the  Upper  Willamette  Valley  between  Portland  and 
5ulem,  the  John  Day  Valley,  and  at  Bourne.  Specimens 
have  also  httn  collected  in  Baker  County,  and  near  Wallowa 
IjJce,  Wallowa  County,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
are  of  this  subspecies  or  C.  hoit4t  us^henm. 

In  Washington,  it  has  been  teoired  in  King  (Seattle)i 
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Pierce    (Fort    Steilacoom),    Chelan    (Lucerne),    Yakima 
Bumping  Lake  at  3,300  feet).  Whitman  (Pullman),  and 

Columbia  (Blue  Mountains),  counties.     Those  from  the 
last  two  localities  may  possibly  be  C.  bottce  utahemts. 

In  British  Columbia,  it  has  been  collected  in  Lillooet 
River  Valley.  Lord  records  it  from  Vancouver  Island,  the 
woods  along  the  bank  of  the  Chelukweyuk  River,  and  the 
Sumass  and  Chelukweyuk  prairies. 

Habits, — ^This  little  snake  is  most  abundant  in  moist 
places,  such  as  are  found  in  the  redwood  forests  of  the  Coast 
Range.  It  is  slow  of  movement,  and  very  gentle.  When 
handled,  it  usually  ties  itself  into  a  curious  ball-like  knot 
often  with  the  head  hidden  and  the  tail  held  as  though  it 
were  the  head,  which  it  much  resembles.  Like  Lichanura, 
it  never  tries  to  defend  itself  by  biting.  A  female  caught 
in  June  contained  large  eggs.  A  specimen  from  Carmel  had 
eaten  six  young  mice.  It  regurgitated  four  of  these  when 
handled,  but  soon  swallowed  one  again.  Cope  records  one 
of  these  snakes  captured  in  the  act  of  swallowing  a  blue- 
bellied  lizard,  and  Mr.  Slevin  found  one  which  had  eaten 
two  of  these  lizards  {Sceloporus  occidentalis  occidentalis) . 

140.     Charina  bottae  utahensis  Van  Denburgh 

Great  Basin  Rubber  Snake 

Plate  60 

Charina  bona  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4, 
Vol.  5,  No.  4,  191 5,  p.  106;  Stejneger  &  Barbour,  Check  List 
N.  Amcr.  Amph.  Rept.,  191 7,  p.  74  (part);  Ortenburger,  Copeia, 
1921,  No.  100,  p.  84  (?). 

Charina  botta  utahensis  Van  Denburgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4, 

Vol.  10,  No.  3,  1920,  p.  31  (type  locality.  Little  Cottonwood 
Canyon,  Wasatch  Mountains,  Wasatch  County,  Utah);  Van 
Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  XI, 
1911,  pp,  40,  44. 


Or.  P«ri  >• .  C*i .  At  *n.  St  i..  Vol .  X 


[Van  DK^mrm.H ) 
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Descripiion. — Top  of  head  very  slightly  rounded, 
covered  with  plates  which  vary  in  size,  shape  and  relations. 
Usually  a  large  frontal,  bordered  on  each  side  by  two  supra- 
oculars and  behind  by  a  broad  crescent-shaped  plate.  Usually 
three  pairs  of  plates,  with  or  without  one  or  more  small 
azygous  plates,  between  frontal  and  rostral.  Loreals  vari- 
able, labial  plates  sometimes  entering  ortntal  ring,  anterior 
labials  very  high.  Scales  on  body  smooth,  imbricate,  about 
as  wide  as  long,  and  arranged  in  41  (or  perhaps  43)  longi- 
tudinal rows,  lowest  row  in  each  side  being  formed  of  larger 
scales.  Gastrosteges  rather  narrow  and  ranging  in  number 
from  202  to  2 1 0.  Urosteges  in  one  series  of  from  33  to  39. 
Anal  spurs  small.  Tail  very  short  and  nearly  as  blunt  as 
head. 

All  the  upper  surfaces  are  yellowish  brown  or  olive, 
without  dark  or  light  markings.  The  chin  and  throat  usually 
are  clouded  with  gray  or  brown.  The  other  lower  surfaces 
are  light  yellow. 


Length  to  «nuf 

-     2IJ 

J92 

4SS 

4S0 

S3S 

Length  of  uil 

2S 

61 

S9 

60 

70 

Remarks. — This  subspecies  differs  from  C.  h.  hoiUt  in 
the  numl)er  of  scale-rows.  These  are  41  in  eight  specimens 
from  Utah  and  three  from  Idaho.  One  specimen  from  Cody, 
Bighorn  County,  Wyoming,  and  another  from  Chico,  I^irk 
County,  Montana  probably  should  be  referred  to  this  sub- 
species, although  each  has  43  rows  of  scales. 

Distribution. — In  Utah,  this  boa  has  been  found  in 
Wasatch  ( Little  Cottonwood  and  Provo  canyons  in  the  Wa- 
satch Mountains),  Cache  (12  miles  up  Logan  Canyon), 
and  Salt  Lake  (Fort  Douglas)  counties. 

In  Idaho,  it  probably  is  this  subspecies  which  has  been 
collected  at  Blue  Lake  and  in  Hood's  Valley,  Kodeitti 
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G)unty,  at  Hope,  Bonner  County,  and  on  Fish  Haven 
Creek,  Bear  Lake  County. 

Habits. — ^Like  the  Pacific  Boa,  this  snake  has  the  habit 
of  pretending  that  its  very  blunt  tail  is  its  head.  This  is 
well  shown  in  the  photograph  of  a  living  specimen  (Plate 
60),  where  the  end  of  the  tail,  held  somewhat  elevated  and 
protected  by  the  coils  of  the  snake,  might  easily  be  mistaken 
for  a  head  and  perhaps  save  the  real  head  from  attadc 
These  snakes  thus  merit  the  popular  name  Two-headed 
Snake. 

Family  13.    COLUBRIDiE 

This  family  contains  a  large  number  of  snakes  in  which 
the  belly  is  covered  with  a  series  of  large  plates;  the  head 
plates  are  large  and  more  or  less  regidar;  the  eye  is  always 
well-developed,  but  its  pupil  may  be  either  round  or  ellip- 
tical; there  are  no  rudiments  of  limbs  or  pelvis;  both  jaws 
are  toothed,  without  poison-fangs  near  the  front  of  the 
mouth. 

Snakes  of  western  North  America  have  been  referred 
to  19  genera  belonging  to  this  family.  These  may  be 
identified  by  the  following 

Synopsis  of  Genera 
a. — Scales  smooth, 
b. — ^Anal  plate  divided;  urosteges  in  two  series. 
c — ^Loreal  plate  absent. 

d. — ^Anterior  nasal  united  with  internasal,  sometimes 
meeting  its  mate  on  top  of  the  snout;   rostral 

prominent,  greatly  depressed;  scales  in  13  rows. 

Chilomeniscus. — p.  S68. 
d*. — Internasal  distinct,  anterior  nasal  not  extending 
onto  top  of  head;  rostral  not  depressed. 

e. — ^Rostral  not  turned  up  at  tip;  scales  in  15  rows. 

Tantilla.— p.  875. 
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t. — ^Rottnd  turned  up  at  tip;  tcalcs  in  17  rowi.         I 

PidmbL— p.  777. 
c\— Loreal  plate  present.  ^  ^ 

d(L — Pupil  round.  *'" 

ee. — Rostral  not  free  at  edges. 

ff. — Normally  one  anterior  temporal}   urosteges 
fewer  than  75;  scales  in  1 5  or  1 7  rows, 
g. — No  narrow  light  transverse  nuchal  collar; 
fourth  infralabial  usually  largest;  preocular 
normally  single  and  temporals  1+2. 
h. — Snout  more  or  less  depressed;  each  gastro- 
stege  not  marked  with  a  transverse  blackish 
bar. 

oonora.^-p.8  S  8. 

h*. — Snout  high;  each  gastrostege  with  a  narrow 

transverse  blackish  bar. 

Contia.— p.  770. 

g*. — A   narrow  light  transverse   nuchal   collar; 

fifth  infralabial  usually  largest;  preoculars 

normally  two,  and  temporals  1  +  1. 

DiadDpliia.f .  647. 

ff. — Anterior  temporals  normally  more  than  one; 
urosteges  more  than  75;  scales  in  15  or  more 
rows;  no  single  narrow  nuchal  collar, 
gg. — Scales  in  fewer  than  23  rows;  gastrostegei 
fewer  than  240. 

Colobtfw^f .  6f  •• 

gg*. — Scales  in  more  than  30  rows;  gastrostegei 
more  than  240. 


-Rostral  large,  with  free  lateral  edges;  i 
tiofi  in  longitudinal  bands. 

Sahradora— f.  Ml. 

-Pupil  votkilly  ellipikaL 
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eee. — ^Rostral  very  large,  with  free  lateral  edges} 
coloratioci  in  spots,  and  blotches. 

PhyUorhynchus.— f .  692* 

eee*. — Rostral  normal,  without  free  edges  j  colora- 
tion in  blotches. 

f ff. — Gastrosteges  fewer  than  200. 

Hypeiglena. — p.779. 

fff. — Gastrosteges  more  than  200. 

Trimoridiodon. — p.  884. 

b*. — ^Anal  plate  single. 

cc — ^Urosteges  in  one  series  (at  least  anteriorly).  Snout 

protruding;  coloration  in  cross-bands. 

Rhinocheilus. — p.  773. 

cc*. — ^Urosteges  in  two  series. 

ddd.— -Scales  in  21  to  23  rows;  loreal  nearly  as  high 

as  long;  rostral  not  protruding;  coloration  in 

rings,  blotches,  or  lines. 

Lampropeltis. — p.  740. 

ddd*. — Scales  in  27   to  31    rows;   loreal  elongate; 

rostral  prominent;  coloration  in  blotches. 

Arizona. — ^p.  701. 

\ — ^Dorsal  scales  keeled.     Laterals  keeled  or  smooth; 

urosteges  in  two  series. 

bb. — ^Anal  plate  single. 

occ — ^Prefrontals  normally  four  (often  two);  scales  in 

27  to  35  rows,  several  of  the  lower  usually  smooth; 

no  longitudinal  lines. 

Pituophis.— P.70S. 

coc*. — Prefrontals  two;  scales  in  17  to  23  rows;  not  more 

than  three  smooth;    usually  with   longitudinal 

lines,  sometimes  spotted  or  unicolor. 

Thamnophia.— p.  787. 

bb*. — ^Anal  plate  divided, 
ccoc — ^Pupil  round;  rostral  not  free  at  edges. 
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ddddL— Ro0tnd  normal}  tcalet  in  not  more  than  21 


NatrijL— p.7ll. 
dddd*. — Roftnl  produced  and  turned  up  at  tip;  tcalcs 

in  more  than  2 1  rows. 

H^ttfodon.— p.  6  S  4. 

oooc*. — Pupil  vertical}  rostral  with  free  edges;  scales  in 

19  rows. 

PhyUorfaynchua. — p.  Ml. 


Genus  26.    Diadophis 

Di^ofkii  Baisd  k  Girakd,  Cat.  N.  Amtr.  Rcpc^  Pt.  I,  Serpents,  IIS  I, 
p.  112  (t)rpe,  pm€i4im)\  Cors,  Report  U.  8.  Nat.  Miit.  for  1I9|» 
1900,  p.  741. 

The  body  is  slender,  with  long,  tapering  tail,  and  slight 
constriction  at  neck.  The  head  is  flat-topped,  with  broad^ 
rounded  snout.  Its  plates  are  normal.  The  nasal  plates 
▼cry  rarely  unite  above  the  nostril.  There  arc  two  pre- 
oculars  and  two  post  oculars.  Temporals  are  1  + 1 .  A  loreal 
is  present.  The  scales  are  smooth,  in  1 5  or  1 7  rows,  each 
with  one  apical  pit.  The  anal  plate  is  divided,  and  the 
urosteges  are  in  two  series.  The  eye  is  moderately  large, 
with  round  pupil. 

Synopsis  of  Species 

a.— Scales  usually  in   15  rows,  sometimes   17;   snudler; 

gastrosteges  182  to  212. 

D.  amaMlia.-^.  MS. 

a\— Scales  in  17  rows;  larger;  gastrosteges  212  to  237. 

D.  ragaUa.— p.  All. 
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141.    Diadophis  amabilis  Baird  &  Girard 

Western  Ring-neck  Snake 

Plate  61 

Diadophis  amahilis  Baird  &  Girard,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rq>t.,  Pt.  I,  Ser* 
pents,  1853,  p.  113  (type  locality,  San  Jose,  CaL);  Baird,  Rep. 
Pac.  R.  R.  Surv.,  Vol.  X,  1859,  Pt.  Ill,  pi.  XXXIII,  figs.  83;  Van 
Denburch,  Occas.  Papers  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  V,  1897,  p.  164,  figs.; 
Cope,  Report,  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  for  1898,  1900,  p.  746  (part); 
Brown,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1901,  p.  70  (part);  Grinnell 
&  Grinnell,  Throop  Institute  Bulletin,  No.  XXXV,  1907,  p.  38; 
DiTMARS,  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  337;  Grinnell,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ. 
Zool.,  Vol.  5,  No.  I,  1908,  p.  164;  HuRTER,  First  Ann.  Rep.Laguna 
Marine  Lab.,  191 2,  p.  67;  Atsatt,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  12, 
^^o.  3,  1913,  p.  41;  RuTHLiNG,  Copeia,  No.  15,  1915;  Grinnell  & 
Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  17,  No.  10,  1917,  p.  184;  Stej- 
NEGER  &  Barbour,  Check  List  N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p. 
75;  CowLES,  Journ.  Entomol.  &  Zool.  Pomona  College,  Vol.  XII, 
No.  3,  1920,  p.  66\  Stephens,  Trans.  San  Diego  Soc.  Nat.  Hist., 
Vol.  Ill,  Nq.  4,  1 921,  p.  64. 

Diadophis  pulchellus  Baird  &  Girard,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rept.,  Pt..  I, 
Serp.,  1853,  p.  115  (type  locality.  El  Dorado  Co.,  CaL);  Baird, 
Rep.  Pac.  R.  R.  Surv.,  Vol.  X,  1859,  Pt.  Ill,  pi.  XXXIII,  figs. 
85,  and  Pt.  IV,  No.  4,  p.  ii;  Stejneger,  N.  Amer.  Fauna,  No.  7, 
1893,  p.  203. 

ft 

Ahlahes  punctatus  {pulchellus)  Hallowell,  U.  S.  Pac.  R.  R.  Surv., 
Vol.  X,  1859,  Pt.  IV,  No.  I,  p.  24. 

Diadophis  punctaius  pulchellus  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  i860, 
p.  250;  Jan,  Elenco  syst.  degli  Ofidi,  1863,  p.  49;  Jan,  Iconogr. 
%knkt  Ophid.,  I5e  livr.,  1866,  pi.  VI,  fig.  3;  Cope,  Proc.  Acad. 
Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1883,  P«  ^7;  Townsend,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus., 
Vol.  10,  1887,  P«  ^39- 

Diadophis  punctaius  Cooper,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  IV,  1870,  p.  71. 

Diadophis  punctaius  amabilis  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  i,  1875, 
p.  37  (p^t);  Garman,  Mem.  Mus.  Compr.  Zool.,  Cambr.,  Vol. 
VIII,  1883,  P-  159;  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  24,  1883,  p. 
95  (part);  Townsend,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  1887,  p.  239. 

Diadophis  modesius  Bocourt,  Miss.  Sd.  Mex.,  1886,  p.  623  (type  locality  , 

California). 
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Dmd^pkii  smMiis  pukkeUms  Cort,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.^  Vol.  XIV, 
it9i  (189a),  p.  616;  Cort,  Rqwrt  U.  S.  Nat.  Mtis.  for  189S,  I9cx>, 

p.  747,  fig.  157. 
Dmd^pkis  smsh/is  mmMiit  Cort,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  Vol.  XIV. 

1891  (189a),  p.  616;  Cort,  Rqwrt  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  for  1898,  1900^ 

P-  749.  fig.  i6o. 
CmwmlU  smsh/is  BouLtifOta,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mtis.,  Vol.  II,  1894^ 
p.  107  (part). 

Description. — Top  of  head  flattened  posteriorly,  curv- 
ing slightly  downward  to  the  broad,  rounded  snout.  Rostral 
plate  large,  broader  than  high,  hollowed  below,  and  bounded 
behind  by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal,  and  first  labial  plates. 
Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a  pair  of  intemasals,  a  pair  of 
prefrontals,  a  short,  broad  frontal  between  two  supraoculars, 
and  a  pair  of  long  parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals 
normally  distinct,  rarely  united  above  nostril.  Loreal  snudl 
and  nearly  square.  Preoculars  and  postoculars  two  each. 
Temporals  one  followed  by  one.  Seven  (rarely  eight) 
superior  and  eight  (rarely  seven)  inferior  labials,  sixth  (or 
seventh)  upper  and  fifth  (or  fourth)  lower  largest,  third 
and  fourth  (rarely  fourth  and  fifth)  superior  reaching  eye, 
first  pair  of  inferior  meeting  on  median  line.  Genials  in 
two  pairs,  anterior  very  slightly,  if  at  all,  larger  than  post- 
erior pair.  Scales  on  body  smooth,  in  1 5  or  sometimes  1 7 
rows.  Anal  plate  divided.  Gastrosteges  varying  in  number 
from  1 82  to  2 1 2.  Urosteges  in  two  series  of  from  44  to  72. 
Tail  tapering  ending  in  a  pointed  conical  plate. 

The  color  above  is  olive,  brownish,  greenish,  bluish,  or 
blackish  slate,  or  gray,  minutely  reticulated,  but  without 
definite  markings,  except  a  light  collar  across  the  neck  just 
behind  the  head.  This  collar  nuy  be  white,  yellow,  or  uni- 
oolor  with  the  belly,  and  is  often  edged  with  black  or  slate. 
It  covers  from  one  and  one-half  to  three  transverse  rows  of 
scales.  The  upper  part  of  the  head  is  usually  a  darker 
shade  of  the  color  of  the  back.    The  upper  labials  are  partly 
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white  or  yellow.  The  lower  surfaces,  including  none,  one* 
half,  one,  one  and  one-half,  or  two  rows  of  scales,  are  white, 
yellow,  rose,"^  orange,  lake,"^  or  coral  red — brightest  post-* 
eriorly — ^more  or  less  spotted  with  black  at  the  posterior 
edges  of  the  gastrosteges  and  urosteges  and  under  the  head. 

Length  to  annf 137         166        270         333         366        420 

Length  of  uil 32  40  68  66         101  92 

Remarks. — Of  seven  specimens  from  southern  Califor- 
nia six  have  1 7  and  one  1 5  rows  of  scales.  All  other  sped« 
mens  have  1 5  rows  except  a  series  from  Carmel,  Monterey 
County.  From  this  locality  we  have  14  specimens,  of  which 
11  have  17  and  three  15  rows.  Specimens  from  more 
northern  localities  usually  have  1 5  rows  of  scales.  If  this 
difference  in  the  number  of  scale-rows  is  shown  by  larger 
series  it  will  be  necessary  to  divide  this  species  into  northern 
and  southern  subspecies.  The  northern  form  would  then 
be  known  as  D.  amahilis  amabilis  (type  locality,  San  Jose, 
California).  The  southern  subspecies  may  be  called  Diado^ 
phis  amabilis  modes fus. 

Distribution. — ^The  Western  Ring-neck  or  **Red- 
bellied''  Snake,  lives  in  all  parts  of  Califmnia  except  the 
desert  area  and  the  hot  interior  valleys.  It  ranges  north 
across  Oregon,  where  it  has  been  taken  in  the  Willamette 
Valley,  and  west  of  Hood  River,  and  at  Fort  Dalles,  but  I 
believe,  has  not  been  found  in  any  other  state.  It  occurs  in 
northern  Lower  California. 

In  California,  it  has  been  found  in  Shasta  (Baird  on  the 
McCloud  River),  Butte  (Chambers  Ravine  near  Oroville), 
El  Dorado,  Mariposa  (Mariposa,  Varian,  Yosemite  Valley), 
Fresno  (Fresno  probably  in  mountains),  Tulare  (Redstone 
Park,  Springville,  Colony  Mill,  Sequoia  National  Park), 

*Iii  hnmaJbu 
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Kern  (Tejoo  Pte),  Meadodno  (Ukiah),  Lake  (Highland 
Springs),  Napa  (Calistoga,  Mount  Vcder),  Solano  (three 
miles  west  from  Vacaville),  Sonoma  (Healdsburg,  Sonoma, 
Petaluma,  Monte  Rio,  Skaggs  Springs),  Marin  (Lagunitas, 
Manzanita,  Mill  Valley,  Mount  Tamalpais),  Gmtra  Costa 
(Mount  Diablo,  Christy,  Redwood  Canyon),  Alameda 
(Bericeley,  Oakland,  East  Oakland),  San  Mateo  (Redwood 
City),  Santa  Clara  (Pdo  Alto,  San  Jose,  Los  Gatos),  Santm 
Crux  (Santa  Cruz,  Soquel  Creek),  Monterey  (Carmel), 
Santa  Barbara  (Los  Alamos),  Los  Angeles  (Arroyo  Seco 
Canyon,  Glendora,  Sierra  Madre,  Claremont,  Santa  Cata- 
Una  Island),  San  Bernardino  (San  Bernardino,  Colton,  On- 
tario, Santa  Ana  Canyon  at  6,400  feet,  San  Bernardino 
Mts.  at  4,000  and  5,500  feet),  Riverside  (Strawberry  Val- 
ley at  5,500  feet  in  the  San  Jacinto  Mts.,  Alessandro), 
Orange  (Lagima  Beach),  and  San  Diego  (San  Diego,  be- 
tween Carlsbad  and  Ooeanside,  Poway,  Witch  Creek), 
counties. 

In  Lower  California,  this  snake  has  been  taken  at  San 
Matios  Pass  near  the  northern  end  of  the  San  Pedro  Martir 
Mountains,  and  on  San  Martin  Island. 


Hsbiu. — Disdofhii  smshilis  is  most  often  found  under 
boards  or  logs  in  moist  localities,  sometimes  even  in 
salt  manhes.  One  specimen  had  eaten  a  half-grown  tree- 
toad  (//y/j  regilU).  Nothing  is  known  of  its  breeding 
habits.  Grinnell  &  Grinnell  say  it  is  fairly  common  in  the 
canyons  and  hills  of  Los  Angeles  County.  They  found  it, 
in  August,  feeding  on  the  young  of  //yiW,  and,  in  spring, 
coiled  up  in  cavities  under  rocks.  Regarding  one  captured 
June  9,  1906,  Grinnell  states  (1908):  "^'hen  thoroughly 
alarmed  and  its  escape  into  the  bush  for  which  it  headed 
was  prevented,  the  snake  twisted  its  tail  into  a  tight  coifc* 
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screw,  the  vermillion  iirostegial  surface  outermost.  This 
caudal  contrivance  shown  out  with  conspicuous  brilliancy^ 
and  might  have  some  protective  significance  as  a  warning 
mark,'' 

142.    Diadophis  regalis  Baird  &  Girard 
SoNORAN  Ring-necked  Snake 

Diadophis  regalis  Baird  &  Girard,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rept.,  Ft.  I,  Serpents^ 
^^S2i  P*  115  (^yp^  locality,  Sonora,  Mexico);  Baird,  U.  S.  Mex. 
Bound.  Surv.,  Vol.  II,  1859,  pi.  22,  pi.  XIX,  fig.  2;  Baird,  Rep. 
Pacific  R.  R.  Surv.,  Vol.  X,  1859,  pi.  XXXIII,  fig.  86;  Coues, 
Surv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  p.  623;  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S, 
Nat.  Mus.,  No. I,  1875,  p.  38;  Garman,  Mem.  Mus.  Compr.  Zool., 
Cambr.,  Vol.  VIII,  No.  3,  1883,  pp.  73,  159;  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S. 
Nat.  Mnt.,  No.  24>  1883,  p.  97;  Cockerbll,  American  Nat- 
nralift.  Vol.  XXX,  April,  1896,  p.  326;  Copb,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mm., 
Vol.  XIV,  1892,  p.  615  (part);  Van  Denburgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad. 
Sci.,  Ser.  2,  Vol.  6,  1896,  p.  347;  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus. 
for  1898,  1900,  p.  744  (part);  Brown,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila., 
1 901,  p.  70;  Stejneger,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XXV,  1902, 
p.  151;  Branson,  Kansas  Univ.  Sci.  Bull.,  Vol.  II,  No.  13,  1904, 
p.  407  (part);  Bailey,  N.  Amer.  Fauna,  No.  25,  1905,  pp.  28, 
ZSi  45*  Strecrer,  Proc.  Biol.  Soc.  Washington,  Vol.  XXI,  1908, 
p.  73;  Stone,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  191 1,  p.  231;  Elus 
&  Henderson,  Univ.  Colorado  Studies,  Vol.  X,  No.  2,  1913,  p. 
loi,  pi.  IV,  figs.  21,  22;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal. 
Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  3,  1913,  p.  415;  Strecrer,  Baylor  Bulletin, 
Vol.  XVIII,  No.  4,  191 5,  p.  37;  Stejneger  &  Barbour,  Check 
List  N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  76. 

Diadophis  pulchillus  Yarrow,  Surv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  Vol.  V,  1875, 

p.  538. 
Diadophis  punctaius  amahilis  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  24, 

1883,  p.  96  (part). 
Diadophis  amyi  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  24,  1883,  p.  96 

(part). 
Diadophis  punctaius  regalis  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  32,  1887, 

p.  80. 
Diadophis  regalis  regalis  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1892, 

p.  615;  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898, 1900,  p.  744,  fig.  155. 
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C$f9mMB  rvftffii  BouL£ifOi&,  Cat*  Snakes  Brit*  Mtia.,  Vol  II,  11^4, 

p.  sol. 
DUd^pkts  rtg^is  mmyi  Cora,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mtis.  for  iM*  I9«>» 

P-  745.  %•  »56  (P^)- 
Di^ppkii  pmmcUhu  Dmuai,  Reptik  Book,  1907,  p.  33!  (part). 

Descripium. — ^Top  of  head  flattened  potteriorly,  cunr- 
iilg  alightly  downward  to  the  broad,  rounded  snout  Rostral 
rather  large,  much  broader  than  high,  bounded  behind  by 
intemasal,  anterior  nasal  and  first  labial  plates.  Plates  on 
top  of  head  are  a  pair  of  intemasals,  a  pair  of  prefrontals, 
t  rather  short,  broad  frontal,  two  rather  narrow  supraoculars, 
and  a  pair  of  large,  long  parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior 
nasals  distinct  or  united  above  nostril.  One  loreal,  small 
and  nearly  square.  Preoculars  two,  rarely  one.  Postoadars 
two.  Temporals  usually  one  followed  by  one,  sometimes 
1+2.  Supralabials  normally  seven,  rarely  eight,  the  fifth 
and  sixth  usually  largest,  the  third  and  fourth  normally 
reaching  eye.  Infralabials  usually  eight  or  nine,  the  first 
pair  meeting  on  the  midline.  Genials  in  two  pairs,  the 
posterior  shorter.  Scales  on  body  smooth,  in  1 7  rows.  Anal 
plate  divided.  Gastrosteges  in  the  type  and  Arizonan  speci- 
mens varying  in  number  from  212  to  237.  Urosteges  in 
two  series  of  from  58  to  12. 

The  body  is  unicolor,  greenish  or  grayish  brown,  usually 
with,  but  sometimes  without,  a  light  transverse  collar  00 
the  neck.  The  head  is  brownish  or  olive  above.  The  labials 
are  lighter,  marked  with  dark  brown  or  black.  The  lower 
surfaces  and  the  outer  row  of  scales  are  whitish,  yellow, 
orange  or  red,  often  with  black  spots  on  the  head,  ftfH  row 
of  scales,  and  gastrosteges. 

Lcaftk   10  aaM 470         171         MO 

Lcaftk  of  taU 100  79         119 

DUifHuiHm. — The   Soooran   Rsng-Mcked  Snake   has 
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been  found  in  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arixona,  and  ranges 
south  over  the  tableland  of  Mexico  to  the  state  of  Vera 
Cruz.  In  Arizona,  it  has  been  collected  near  Gunp  Apache, 
Navajo  County;  Camp  Grant,  Graham  County )  Fort  Lowell 
and  Sabino  Canyon,  Pima  Coimty;  Fort  Huachuca,  and 
Ramsey  and  Miller  canyons  in  the  Huachuca  Mountains, 
Cochise  County;  Otero,  Sycamore,  and  Baboquivari  canyons 
in  the  Baboquivari  Mountains,  Pima  County;  and  Fort 
Mohave,  Mohave  County.  The  last  locality  is  so  far  from 
the  others  as  to  make  one  suspect  that  the  specimen  may  have 
been  secured  at  some  distance  from  the  old  fort. 
This  species  has  been  recorded  from  ^'Utah.^ 
The  National  Museum  has  a  spedmen  labeled  Santa 
Magdalena,  Sonora. 

Habits. — ^The  specimen  from  Ramsey  Canyon  was  f oimd 
just  before  dusk,  July  29,  1912,  as  it  was  entering  a  hole 
by  the  side  of  a  fence  post.  It  contained  a  fine  large  Tan- 
Hlla  vAlcoxi  which  it  must  have  just  eaten.  This  Diadophis 
is  the  largest  species  of  the  genus. 

Genus  27.    Heterodon 

HeUroion  Latreille,  Hist.  Nat.  Rept.,  Vol.  4^  1802,  |>.  S2  (tjpe, 
fUiirJkmop^coniortrM)  i  Bouuingbr,  Cat.  8nakei  Brit.  Miia.»  Vol. 
II,  1894^  p.  153;  Cops,  Report  U.  &  Nat.  Mm.,  for  1898,  1900» 
p.  760. 

The  body  is  rather  thick,  with  short  tail  and  little  if  any 
constriction  at  nedc  which  is  capable  of  lateral  expansion  by 
the  ribs.  The  snout  is  short,  with  large,  prominent,  recurved 
rostral.  The  upper  head  plates  are  normal  except  that  small 
plates  are  often  present  between  the  rostral  and  frontal, 
either  between  the  intemasals  and  prefrontals  or  substituted 
for  them.  The  nasal  plates  are  distinct.  Loreals  are  pre- 
sent.   A  ring  of  scales  surrounds  the  eye  separating  it  from 
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the  labialt.  Temporals  numerous.  The  scales  are  keeledi 
with  two  apkal  pits.  The  anal  plate  is  divided.  The 
urosteges  are  in  two  series.  The  eye  b  of  moderate  size,  with 
round  pu[nl.  The  dentition  b  dicranterian.  There  are  four 
North  American  species^  of  which  one  oocun  in  Arizona. 

1 43.    Heterodon  nasicus  Baird  &  Girard 

WESTsaN  Hoc-NosB  Sna&b 

Plate  62 

Hmfd9m  mssieus  Baim>  Sc  Giram>,  Scantbitfy't  Exp.  Sunr.  Great  Salt 
Lake,  185a,  p.  35a  (type  locality,  Tens);  Bairo  h  GiaAao,  Cat.  N. 
Amer.  Rept.,  Ft.  1,  Serp.,  1853,  p.  63  (type  from  Rio  Oraade); 
HAtLowttt,  Sitgreavet'  Exped.  ZuAi  and  Colorado  Riv.,  1853, 
p.  147;  Baud  Sc  Gieaed,  Marcy't  Exp.  Red  River,  1S54,  p.  193,  pi.  4, 
Hallowxll,  Ptoc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1S56,  p.  249;  Bairo,  Rep. 
Pacific  R.  R.  Sunr.,  Vol.  X,  1859,  p.  19,  4I;  Bairo,  U.  S.  Mexicaa 
Bound.  Surv.,  Vol.  II,  Rept.,  1I59,  p.  18,  pi.  XI,  fig.  i;  HAroxw, 
Trans.  Am.  Philoa.  Soc.,  186a,  p.  177;  Jan,  Elenco  Syst.  degli  Ofidi., 
1863,  p.  46;  JAM  flc  SoRoiLU,  Iconogr.  Gknkr.  Ophid.,  loe  livr., 
1865,  PI.  V,  fig.  I;  Core,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1866,  p.  307; 
AtLiif,  Proc.  Boston  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  1874,  p.  69;  Cora,  Proc.  U.  S. 
Nat.  Muf.,  Vol.  XIV,  189a,  p.  644:  BovLtwotR,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit. 
UwL,  Vol.  lU  lt94»  p.  If6»  Cocsaasu,  hmm.  Nai^  VoL 
ZXX.  1896,  p.  S26»  Baown,  Proc  Acad.  Nat  Sci.  PkOa., 
1901,  p.  90;  Brown,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1903,  p.  551; 
Branson,  Kansas  Univ.  Sci.  Bull.,  Vol.  II,  No.  13,  1904,  p.  376, 
fig.  10;  Bailxt,  N.  Amer.  Fauna,  No.  a$,  1905,  pp.  a8,  35,  45; 
Moatar,  Trans.  Kansas  Acad.  Sci.,  VoL  VI,  reprint,  1906,  p.  34; 
DrrMARS,  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  384,  pi.  CXV;  Etus  h  HavDaa* 
SON,  Univ.  Colorado  Studies,  Vol.  X,  No.  a,  1913,  p.  95,  pi.  VI;  Va» 
DfNavacN  h  StaviN,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  3,  1913, 
P*  J93;  Strrcrkr,  Baylor  Bulletin,  Vol.  XVIII,  No.  4,  1915,  p.  41; 
STajNKCKa  h  Barrocr,  Check  \m  N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  1917, 
p.  77;  RtmivaN,  Orcas.  Papers  Mos.  Zooi.  Univ.  MicMgaii,  Na 

^.  i9«^  p-  1. 
HettfJ^m  kemmmtlyi  KaNHicorr,  Phx.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  iMo,  p. 

336  (type  kicaltty,  Rio  Oiaade  4  SOMra);  Jan  h  SoaoBiU, 

Iconogr.  GMf.  Ophid.,  loe  livr.,  PI.  V,  fig.  a. 
Hettfd^m  simms  msiiitu  Cora,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mua.,  No.  I,  ityf*  p.  43t 

Yarrow,  S«rv.  W.  loodi  Miridlaa,  VoL  V,  it7},  p.  jjf t  Covaa, 
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Surv.  W.  looth  Meridian,  Vol.  V,  1875,  p.  611;  Coues  &  Yarrow, 

Bull.  U.  S.  Gcol.  Surv.  Terrs.,  Vol.  IV,  1878,  p.  270;  Yarrow,  Bull. 

U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  24,  1883,  p.  141;  Taylor,  Ann.  Rep.  Nebr. 

State  Board  Agricult.  for  1891, 1892,  p.  349;  Craoin,  Trans.  Kansas 

Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  VII,  reprint,  1906,  p.  115. 
Heterodon  simus  kennerlyi  Coues  &  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Geol.  Surv. 

Terrs.,  Vol.  IV,  1878,  p.  271;  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus., 

No.  24,  1883,  p.  141. 
Heterodon  nasicus  kennerlyi  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898, 

1900,  p.  773. 
Heterodon  nasicus  nasicus  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1892, 

p.  645;  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900,  p.  774,  fig. 

168. 

Description. — ^Head  short,  little  distinct  from  nedc, 
rather  broad,  with  elongate,  recurved  rostral.  Eye  moder- 
ately small.  Tail  short.  Rostral  large,  produced  forward 
and  upward,  bounded  behind  by  first  labial,  anterior  nasal, 
and  a  number  of  small  plates  representing  the  intemasals. 
Plates  on  top  of  head  are  from  nine  to  twenty-five  small 
scutes  representing  the  intemasals  and  prefrontals,  a  frontal, 
a  pair  of  supraoculars,  and  a  pair  of  parietals.  Anterior  and 
posterior  nasals  distinct.  Usually  two  or  three  small  loreals. 
Preoculars  and  postoculars  numerous,  joined  by  a  series  of 
suboculars  which  separate  eye  from  labials  j  about  10  or  11 
scales  around  eye.  Temporals  small,  numerous,  about  four 
in  first  row.  Supralabials  usually  eight,  very  high,  sixth  and 
seventh  largest.  Infralabials  about  10  or  11,  rarely  12, 
third  usually  largest,  first  pair  meeting  on  median  line.  Gen- 
ials  in  one  pair,  or  posterior  very  small.  Scales  on  body  in 
23  rows,  keeled  except  in  outer  rows.  Anal  plate  divided. 
Gastrosteges  varying  in  number  from  128  to  150.  Uroste- 
ges  in  two  series  of  from  32  to  47. 

The  color  above  is  grayish  brown,  yellowish  gray,  or 
yellow,  dorsally.  Along  the  back  is  a  series  of  dark 
blotches.  These  are  rather  small,  often  shorter  than  broad, 
subquadrate  or  rounded,  more  or  less  indistinctly  margined 
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with  hUckf  and  may  number  about  forty  on  the  body  tad 
ten  on  the  tail.  These  blotches  may  be  nearly  obsolete.  On 
the  sides  are  from  two  to  four  series  of  alternating  dark 
spots,  more  or  less  distinct.  The  lower  surface  is  yellowish 
white  with  black  blotches  on  the  gastrosteges,  which  usually 
are  entirely  black  centrally,  as  are  the  urosteges.  The  head 
is  light  brown  above  with  a  narrow  light  streak  across  the 
frontal  and  supraocular  plates.  A  second  similar  but  less 
distinct  streak  just  behind  the  rostral  extends  down  in  froot 
of  the  eye.  There  are  three  dark  blotches  on  the  nape  and 
an  oblique  one  behind  the  eye. 

A  living  snake  of  this  spedes,  from  Arizona,  was  colored 
as  follows:  The  color  above  is  a  dull  brownish  yellow.  The 
dark  markings  on  the  head  and  the  lower  series  of  lateral 
spots  are  olive  brown.  The  dorsd  blotches  and  the  upper 
lateral  series  are  dark  brown  with  black  spots  on  the  bases 
of  some  of  the  scales.  The  chin,  gtilar  region,  the  tips  of 
the  gastrosteges  and  the  edges  of  the  lateral  scales  are 
white.  The  centers  of  the  scales  of  the  lowest  lateral  row 
are  pinkish  brown.  The  upper  labials  are  pale  straw  yel- 
low. The  lower  surfaces  of  body  and  tail  are  marbled  with 
deep  lemon  yellow  and  black.  The  iris  is  reddish  brown. 
The  tongtie  is  black. 

Length   to   tnofl  I6S 

Leafth  of  uil  ^ 12 

Distrihuiion. — Thb  snake  occiu^  from  southwestern 
Iowa,  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  west  to  Montana  and  south  to 
Texas,  New  Mexico,  Arizona  and  northern  Mexico.  Batrd 
and  Girard  (1853)  recorded  one  as  having  been  collected 
in  California  by  Dr.  William  Gambel.  This  specimen 
probably  was  mislabeled.  In  Arizona  this  species  has  been 
collected  at  Fort  Whipple,  at  White  River  Canyon,  at  Mm- 
end  Springs,  Sulphur  Spring  Valley,  Wilcox,  and  in  ^South- 
em  Arizona.'*   We  recently  secured  a  spcdmea  from  the 
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flat  (^posite  Ramsey  Canyon,  Huachuca  Mountains,  Codiise 
County. 

The  National  Museum  has  a  specimen  labeled  ^Son- 
ora.»» 

Genus  28.    Coluber 

Colui^r  LiNNAUi,  Sytt.  Nat,  Ed.   10,  Vol.  I,   178S,  p.  216  (ifpe, 

Batcmian  Baird  ft  Girarih  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rtpt.,  Pt  I,  Serpentt,  18SS, 

p.  93  (type,  €omtfi€k>r). 
Masticofhis  Bairo  &  Girard,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rept.,  Pt.  I,  Serpentii  18S3, 

p.  98  (type,  omatus). 

The  body  is  very  long  and  slender,  with  long  whip-*like 
tail.  The  head  is  distinct  from  the  nedc,  large,  long,  with 
flattened  top  and  rounded  snout.  Its  plates  are  normal. 
The  nasal  plates  are  not  united.  There  are  two  (rarely  one) 
preoculars  and  two  postoculars.  Temporals  are  normally 
2+2.  A  loreal  is  present.  The  scales  are  smooth,  in  15, 
17  or  19  rows,  usually  with  two  (0-3)  apical  pits.  The 
anal  plate  normally  is  divided  (rarely  undivided  in  C.  fUg- 
Mum  flagellum  and  its  western  subspecies).  Urosteges  are 
in  two  series.    The  eye  is  very  large,  with  round  pupil. 

Four  species  are  known  to  be  Califomian.  Young  of 
the  first  two  are  blotched,  of  the  others,  striped.  Three  of 
these  species  range  into  other  western  states  and  the  fourth 
into  Lower  California.  A  fifth  species  lives  in  the  Cape 
Region  of  Lower  California,  a  sixth  occurs  from  south- 
eastern Arizona  south  into  Mexico,  and  a  seventh  is  confined 
to  Clarion  Island. 

Synopsis  op  Species 

a. — Scales  in  seventeen  rows. 

b. — No  distinct  longitudinal  light  lines  in  adults. 

c — Gastrost^es  fewer  than  185}  urosteges  not  more 

than  1 02. 

Coluber  Goastiictor  ttormon*— f.  6M. 
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c.— Cattroticget  more  than  185{  uroitegct  not  fewer 
than  93. 

cL — Not  from  Clarion  Itland. 

Coluber  flageUom  pkeoa.— p.  M4. 

d*. — Clarion  Island  only. 

Coluber  anthooyL— p.  67}. 

b*. — Distinct  longitudinal  lines  present  on  sides  of  body, 
no  dark  cross-bars  on  back  of  neck. 

cc — Two  lateral  light  stripes  anteriorly,  not  continued  to 

tail  \  lateral  scales  of  second,  third,  and  often  first, 

rows  with  central  brown  lines }  gastrosteges  196  to 

207,  urosteges  128  to  138. 

C.  ssmiHneitus.    y.  67S. 

oc*. — A  single  light  yellow  or  white  line  along  scales  of 
third  and  fourth  lateral  rows^  lateral  scales  without 
central  brown  lines. 

dd. — Lateral  light  line  not  broken  anteriorly. 

e. — Lpatcral  light  line  yellowish,  of  uniform  width 
from  neck  to  tail^  dark  markings  present  on  lips, 
chin  and  throat. 

C.  lateralis.— p.  671. 

e*. — Lateral  light  line  pure  white,  with  slight  en- 
largements at  intervals  of  from  four  to  seven 
scales }  no  dark  markings  on  lips,  chin  and 
throat. 

C.  barbowL— p.  611. 

dd*. — Lateral  light  line  yellowish,  broken  up  anteri- 
orly, absent  or  indefinite  posteriorly. 

C^ia«0B^Baafti^^^___^    AAA 
■Ul  lgUnM^""-p.  Mf  • 

a*.<— Scales  in  fifteen  rows. 

C  I.  iMJatM.    ill. 
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144.    Coluber  constrictor  mormoa  (Baird  &  (Srsud) 
Western  Yellow-belued  Racer 

Plate  63 

Coluher  wutrmon  Baird  &  Gi&ard,  Stansbury's  ExpL  Great  Salt  Lake^ 
A|>pendiz  C,  Rept.,  1852,  p.  351  (type  locality,  Valkf  of  llie 

Great  Salt  Lake,  Utah). 

Masiicopkis  mormon  Baird  &  Girard,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Kept,  Pt.  I, 
Scq)cnts,  1853,  p.  loi;  Stejneger,  N.  Amer.  Fauna,  No.  7,  1893, 

p.  208. 

Bascanion  vetustus  Baird  &  Girard,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rcpt,  Pt.  i,  Seq>., 
^^S3*  P-  97  (type  locality,  San  Jooo,  Calif.);  Girard,  U.  S.  Eiplar. 
Exped.,  Herp.,  1858,  p.  127,  pL  VIII,  figs.  12-19;  Baird,  Rq». 
Pac.  R.  R.  Sunr.,  Vol.  X,  No.  4,  1859,  p.  ii;  Baird,  Rep.  Pte. 
R.  R.  Surv.,  Vol.  X,  1859,  pi.  36,  6g.  6;  Cooper,  Rep.  Pu.  R.  R. 
Surv.,  Vol.  XII,  1859,  pt.  2,  p.  301;  Lord,  Naturalist  Vanoamrer 
Island,  Vol.  II,  1866,  pp.  3,  304;  Stejneger,  N.  Amer.  Fanna, 
No.  5,  1 891,  p.  no. 

Bascanium  flaviveniris  Cope,  Ann.  Rep.  U  S.  GcoL  Surr.  Terrs.,  1871, 
(1872),  p.  468. 

Bascanium  constrictor  flaviveniris  Yarrow  &  Henshaw,  Ann.  Rep.  CUef 
of  Engineers  for  1878,  Surv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  Appendix  NN, 
1878,  p.  213;  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  24, 1883,  p.  no; 
Garman,  Mem.  Mus.  Compr.  Zool.,  Cambr.,  Vol.  VIII,  No.  3, 
1883,  p.  147  (part);  Nelson,  Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  Sd.,  Vol.  XVI, 
1921,  pp.  114,  115. 

Coryphodon  constrictor  vttustum  Jan,  Elenco  Sist.  degli  Ofidi,  1863,  p. 
64;  Jan,  Iconogr.  G6n6r.  des  Ophid.  22e  livr.,  pi.  4,  figs.    i-2. 

Bascanium  constrictor  vetustum  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  i, 
1875,  ?•  405  Yarrow,  Surv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  p. 
541;  Townsend,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  X,  1887,  p.  24a 

Bascanion  constrictor  vetustum  Van  Denburgh,  Occas.  Papers,  Cat. 
Acad.  Sci.,  V,  1897,  p.  183,  figs.;  McLain,  Critical  Notes,  1899, 
p.  11;  Grinnell  &  Grinnell,  Throop  Institute  Bulletin,  Na 
XXXV,  1907,  p.  43;  Stone,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sd.  Phila.,  191 1, 
p.  231;  Richardson,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  48,  191 5,  p.  427; 
RuTHVEN  &  Gaige,  Occas.  Papers,  Mus.  Zool.  Univ.  Mich.,  No. 
S>  19159  P*  29;  ^^^  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci., 
Ser.  4,  Vol.  5,  191 5,  p.  107;  Dice,  Univ.  Cal.  Pubis.  Zool.,  Vol. 
16,  No.  17,  1916,  pp.  310,  312. 
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Cbri,  Fwc  U.  S.  Ntt.  Mn.,  Vol  XIV,  ilfi 

(llfl),  p.  634  (P«). 

i^msinam'  BooLftwoci,  Cac  Saakct  Brie.  Mut^  Vol.  I,  1H3, 
p.  JI7  (p«ft);  Cop«,  RqxNt  U.  S.  Nat.  Mtit^  1698,  J900,  p.  79J 
(pwt). 

Zmmenis  f^mOHatr  Jlsvtvemtrij  Ditmau,  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  1I5, 
pi.  LXXXIX,  Hg.  2;  Rirmuso,  Copeta,  No.  15, 1915. 

Ckhdtr  imuttiotr  wtiussut  Grivuku.  h.  CAMr,  Univ.  CaL  IViU.  2Eool., 
VoL  17,  No.  to,  1917,  p.  t$9;  CowLia,  Jouni.  EatomoL  U  Zad^ 
Plomofia  CoUc^  Vol.  XII,  No.  j,  1920^  p.  66;  SrEHiiifs,  TnuM. 
San  Dicfo  Soc.  Nat.  Hitt^  Vol.  Ill,  No.  4,  1921,  p.  64. 

CaAiArr  fmsimior  JUviwniris  SrsjifBOKa  Ac  BAtaova,  Check  List  N. 

Amcr.  Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  79  (part);  BLANCNAao,  Gipeta,  1921, 

No.  90,  p.  6. 
C^htSfT  €mms0i€ior  wtanmow  Van  DtvauaoM  h  Slbvin,  Proc  Qd.  Acad. 

Sci.,  Vol.  XI,  1921,  pp.  2I,  36,  40,  44. 

Description. — ^Head  rather  long,  with  flattened  top  and 
and  rounded  snout.  Rostral  pbte  large,  about  as  high  as 
wide,  hollowed  below,  and  bounded  behind  by  intemasal, 
anterior  nasal,  and  first  labial  plates.  Plates  00  top  of  head, 
a  pair  of  intemasals,  a  pair  of  prefrontals,  supraocular  and 
part  of  upper  preocular  of  each  side,  long  frontal,  and  a 
pair  of  large  parietak.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  da^ 
tioct  Loreal  well-developed.  Preoculan  nomudly  two, 
but  sometimes  united*  Postoculan  two,  upper  a  little  larger 
tbtti  kwer.  Temponds  normally  two  followed  by  two, 
but  may  be  2+3,  1+2,  2+1,  or  1  +  1.  Seven  or  eight  su- 
perior and  eight,  mne,  or  seven  inferior  labials,  neit  to  tail 
oi  upper  and  fifth  (or  fourth)  of  lower  largest,  third  and 
fourth  or  fourth  and  fifth  superior  reaching  eye,  first  pair 
of  inferior  meeting  00  median  line*  Geaiab  in  two  paifi» 
aqual  or  either  pair  a  little  larger.  Scales  on  body  smooCl^ 
sn  1 7  rows.  Anal  plate  divided.  Gastrostegcs  varying  in 
number  from  162  to  181.  Urosleges  in  tw  series  of  frssn 
79  to  102« 

The  color  slwft  in  adnks  is  green,  olive,  or  ydkMiBii 
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or  reddish  brown,  changing  to  green  (or  blue)  on  the  lower 
rows  of  scales  and  the  tips  of  the  gastrosteges.  There  are 
no  dark  or  light  maridngs  but  the  skin  between  the  scales  is 
often  black.  The  head  and  tail  are  unicolor  with  the  body* 
The  lower  surfaces  are  yellow  or,  rarely,  white,  unspotted. 

Young  are  colored  like  adults  on  the  tail  and  the  poste- 
rior part  of  the  back,  but  anteriorly  are  spotted,  blotched  or 
cross-barred  with  brown  of  a  shade  darker  than  the  ground- 
color. These  dark  markings  spread  and  blend  until  the 
adult  coloration  is  assumed.  Dark  spots  are  present  also 
on  the  tips  of  the  gastrosteges  and  sides  of  the  head. 

Length  to  anus 203         314         526         626         636         64-7 

Length  of  uil 64-         103         196         217         192         209 

Distribution. — ^The  Western  Yellow-bellied  or  "Blue" 
Racer  ranges  over  the  whole  length  of  California,  but,  I 
believe,  has  never  been  taken  in  the  desert  regions  of  the 
southeast.  It  occurs  also  in  Oregon,  Washington,  British 
Columbia,  Idaho,  Nevada,  and  Utah. 

In  California,  it  has  been  collected  in  San  Diego  (Agua 
Caliente  at  3,400  feet)  San  Bernardino,  Los  Angeles,  (be- 
tween Bixby  and  Signal  Hill,  Claremont),  Santa  Barbara 
(Santa  Cruz  Island),  Kern  (Fort  Tejon,  Kemville), 
Fresno,  Mariposa  (Yosemite  Valley,  three  miles  northeast 
from  Coulterville),  El  Dorado  (Fyffe,  5,000  feet).  Placer 
(Red  Point),  Lassen  (Honey  Lake),  Butte  (Chamber^s  Ra- 
vine near  Oroville,  four  miles  southeast  from  Chico),  Yolo 
(Rumsey),  Monterey  (Monterey,  Carmel),  Santa  Cruz 
(Soquel,  Glenwood),  Santa  Clara  (Los  Gatos,  San  Jose, 
Palo  Alto,  Stanford  University,  Searsville  Summit),  San 
Mateo  (Pescadero,  Woodside),  San  Francisco,  (Golden 
Gate  Park),  Alameda,  (San  Leandro,  Berkeley),  Contra 
Costa  (Crockett,  San  Pablo  Creek),  Marin  (Muir  Woods, 
Mill  Valley,  Sausalito,  Camp  Taylor),  Solano  (three  miles 
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wtit  from  Vacaville),  Napa  (two  miles  southwest  from 
Napa) 9  Sonoma  (Freestone,  Healdsburg,  Gunp  Meeker, 
Skaggs  Springs,  Monte  Rio,  Nine  miles  west  from  Caza- 
dero),  Mendocino  (three  miles  west  from  the  summit  of 
Mount  Sanhedrin,  three  miles  west  from  Castle  Peak,  Co- 
vcUo,  Willits,  Comptchc),  Humboldt  (Garbervillc),  Shasta 
(McCloud  River^  Sweet  Briar  Camp),  Siskiyou  (Sisson, 
Lower  Klamath  Lake),  Modoc  (Alturas,  Goose  Lake 
Meadows,  Sugar  Hill,  Dry  Creek  and  Parker  Creek  in  the 
Warner  Mountains),  and  Lassen  (Grasshopper  Lake, 
Honey  Lake)  counties. 

In  Oregon,  it  has  been  secured  at  Warner  Lakes,  Che- 
waucan  Valley,  Summer  Lake,  ten  miles  south  from  Paisley, 
all  in  Lake  County^  at  Fort  Klanuth  and  Klanuth  Falls, 
Klamath  County;  Grants  Pass,  Josephine  County;  at  Drain 
and  in  the  Camas  Mountains,  Douglas  County;  Elmira, 
Lane  County;  seven  miles  south  from  Independence,  Polk 
County;  Antelope  and  The  Dalles,  Wasco  County;  Elgin, 
Union  County;  and  in  the  Williamette  Valley,  Kuwapin 
Valley,  and  near  the  John  Day  River. 

In  Washington,  it  has  been  collected  in  Whatcom  (Su- 
nuu).  Pierce  (Fort  Steilacoom),  Chelan  (Chelan),  Klicki- 
Ut  (Lylc),  Yakima  (North  Yakima),  Walla  Walla  (Fort 
Walla  Walla),  Whitman  (Almota),  Lincoln  (Sprague), 
and  Stevens  (Springdalc),  counties. 

Lord  records  it  from  Sumas  and  Chelukweyuk  prairies 
and  from  the  boundary  line  east  of  the  Cascades. 

In  Idaho,  this  racer  has  been  collected  near  Coeur  d' 
Alene,  Kootenai  County;  Boise,  Ada  County;  near  Atlanta, 
Elmore  County;  Big  Butte,  Butte  County;  the  mouth  of 
the  Bruneau  River,  Owyhee  County;  and  Upper  Salmon 
Falls,  Gooding  County. 

Utah  specimens  are  at  hand  from  Fort  Douglas,  Salt 
IjJkz  Countyi  Provo  Canyon,  Waaatch  Mountains,  Waaatch 
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County;  Ogden,  Weber  Coun^j  and  Boiui^fiiJ^  Davit 
G>unty% 

Nevada  records  are  Ruby  Mountainsi  and  the  vidnky 
of  Carlin,  Elko  G>unty;  the  Cortez  Range,  Eureka  Gnrn^j 
Holbrook,  Douglas  County;  Ormsby  County j  and  Wads- 
worth,  Washoe  County, 

Remarks. — ^The  fact  that  more  than  half  the  specimens 
irom  west  of  the  Rodcy  Mountains  have  eight  latnals  white 
those  from  farther  east  usually  have  seven  causes  ns  to  con- 
tinue to  regard  them  as  disfdncft  subspecies. 

//tf^jfi.*-*Like  i:)ther  members  t)f  its  genus,  the  western 
Yellow-bellied  Racer  is  a  skillful  dimber,  and  often  runs 
through  the  tops  of  the  imshes  at  almost  as  great  a  speed 
as  when  upon  the  ground.  It  is  frequently  found,  how- 
ever, in  open  country  or  in  fields  of  growing  grain,  the  graSG|r 
margins  of  rivers,  or  moist  meadows.  It  is  a  vtry  graoeflil, 
gentle  snake. 

Lord  says,  ^Its  favourite  haunt  appears  to  be  in  the  thin 
brush  skirting  the  edges  of  open  prairie  land,  and  the  prin-> 
dpal  part  of  its  time  in  ikt  summer  appears  to  be  passed  in 
the  bushes,  up  the  stems  of  which  it  climbs  with  great  ease 
and  celerky;  when  there,  it  lazily  basks  away  its  time  coiled 
round  a  branch.  I  suspect  tree  f  rqgs  and  insect  larvx  cor- 
stitttte  its  usual  f  ood.*' 

145.    Coluber  flagellum  [MceuB  (Cope) 

WfistERN  Whip  Snake 

Plates  ^,  65  and  €6 

Herpeiodryas  flatngularis  Hallowell,  Rep.  Pac  R.  R.  Surv«,  Vol.  X, 
1859,  p.  II;  HfeEMiAKMy  R€p.  Piftc.  R.  R.  Sure.,  Vol.  X,  1S59, 
p.  24. 

MtMicaphis  fe^sceus  CoKy  Proc.  Acad.  Nftt.  Sci.  Phtla.,  19^,  pp.  305, 
DtymMta  tnkuem^  Oooma,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Set.,  VoL  IV,  1870,  pp. 
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Jkad^wwm  pkfmm  Cort,  BolL  U.  S.  Nac.  Moa^  Na  t, 
'^f>  P*  ¥>%  Cor»  m  Yakaow,  Sunr.  W.  loodi  Mcrici»  VoL  V, 
1875,  p.  617;  Yakeow  ft  HsiftNAw,  Aiifi.  Rqi.  Giief  of  Enfineert 
for  tl?!,  Sunr.  W.  looch  Merid.,  Appendix  NN»  187!,  p.  114. 

Bmasmum  JUitUif^nmi  ifstsitmrn  Con,  BuH.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mas.,  Na  1, 
>^5»  P*  40;  YAftftow,  Sunr.  W.  looch  Mcrid»  VoL  V,  1875,  p.  54a; 
CouBt,  Sunr.  W.  looch  Merid.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  p.  617;  YARaow, 
Bun.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mas.,  No.  24,  i88j,  p.  iia  (pan);  Cora,  Proc. 
Amcr.  Philot.  Soc.,  1885,  p.  284;  Batotifo,  West  Amer.  Scicntitc, 
VoL  III,  Na  24,  1887,  p.  89;  Cora,  Bull  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  Na  3a, 
1887,  p.  71;  DvMiaiL  et  Bocouar,  Mtta.  Sci.  au  Mca.,  Pt.  Ill, 
Rcpt.,  p.  705,  pi.  XLVIII,  fig«.  4,  4a. 

(Mmkn  JUtelii/ormis  teMs^ems  GAEMAif,  Mem.  Mua.  Cmpr.  Zool.«  Vol. 
VIII,  No.  J,  i88j,  p.  I48  (part). 

Bsusmimm  ifUsaum  Cora,  Proc.  Acad.  Nac.  Sd.  Phila.,  i88j,  pp*  11, 

^%  J^ 
Bsusmimm  isirrsli^  Cora,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  VoL  XII,  1889,  p.  147. 

BmHsmmm  pkeum^  Cora,  Pvoc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  VoL  XIV,  1891,  p* 
6s5  (type  locality,  CmBp  Onot,  Aftaom). 

Bmicmmmm  Jl4ifiiif9nmi  Con,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  VoL  XIV,  1891, 
p.  615  (part). 

Zstrntrnt  flMHtUil^rms  BovLavoaa,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mus.,  Vol  I,  1893, 

p.  389  (part). 
Bssismi^m  Jlsgeffrnm  JrtmMmm  Srajaaoaa,    N.  Amer.   Fauna,  Na  7, 

1893,  p.  108  (type  locality,  Moootaia  Spriafi  Colorado  Dotort, 
Baa  Dtep^  Cooatjr,  Callfofiik);  Van  DtMacacN,  Proc.  Cal., 
Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  3,  VoL  5,  1895,  p.  147;  Van  DawacaoM,  Proc.  Cal. 
Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  1,  VoL  6,  1896,  p.  347;  Van  DaNavaoN,  Occat. 
Papers  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Na  V,  t8^,  p.  186;  Van  DaNavaoN,  Proc. 
Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1897,  p.  463;  McLain,  Critical  Notes,  1899, 
p.  It;  SrajNacaa,  Pvoc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mua.,  VoL  XXV,  1902,  p.  155; 
GaiNNBLL  Ac  GaiNNaLL,  Tkroop  Institute  Bulletin,  Na  XXXV, 
1907,  p.  43;  Rimnraw,  BuD.  Amer.  Mus.  Nat.  Hist.,  Vol.  XXIII, 
1907,  p.  f75«  Va"  DtNairaoM,  Piroc.  CaL  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  VoL  3, 
1911,  p.  154;  Van  DawauaoM  81  Suavtv,  P^3e.  CaL  Acad.  ScL, 
%m.  4,  VoL  3t  191  J.  ^  41^  AfSATT,  Univ.  Cal.  PubL  ZrnJL.  VoL 
IS,  No.  3«  1913,  p.  4S;  RiouaosoN,  Proc.  U.  &  Nat.  Mua^  VoL 
4^0  >9i5»  P-  4^7:  ^'a*  DiNacaoN  8c  SiartN,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.» 
Ser.  4,  Vol.  (,  1915,  p.  100;  CAMf,  Univ.  CaL  Publ.  Zool.,  VoL  11, 
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Zamenis  lateralis  Juliginosus  Cope,  Amer.  Natundist,  Vol.  XXIX,  1895, 

p.  679  (type  locality,  Santa  Ifargarita  Islandi  Lower  Calif- 

omiai  Mexico);  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  for  1898,  1900, 

p.  809. 
Bascanion  piceum  Van  Denbukgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  2,  Vol.  5, 

1896,  p.  1006;  Van  Denburgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  2,  Vol. 

6y  1896,  p.  347;  RuTHVENy  Bull.  Amer.  Mus.  Nat.  Hist.,  Vol.  XXIII, 

1907,  p.  574;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci., 

Ser.  4,  Vol.  3,  1913,  p.  416. 
Zamenis  flagellum  Mocquard,  Nouv.  Arch.  Mus.  Hist.  Nat.,  Paris,  Ser. 

4,  Vol.  I,  1899,  p.  323. 
Zamenis  flagellum  flagellum  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  for  1898, 

1900,  p.  799  (part);  Terron,  Mem.  y  Rev.  Soc.  Cient.,  Antonio 

Alzate,  Vol.  39, 1921,  pp.  165,  170. 
Zamenis  flagellum  frenaius  Brown,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1901, 

p.  60. 
Bascanium  flagellum  Meek,  Field  Columbian  Mus.,  Zool.  Ser.,  Vol.  VII, 

No.  I,  1906,  p.  15. 
Zamenis  flagelliformis  Jrenatus  Ditmars,  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  288. 
Zamenis  flagelliformis  piceus  Ditmars,  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  288. 
Bascanion  flagellum  Stone,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  191 1,  p.  231. 
Bascanion  laSerale  fuliginosum  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal. 

Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  4,  1914,  pp.  133,  145. 
Zamenis  flagellijormus  frenaius  Ruthling,  Copeia,  No.  15,  191 5. 
Coluber  flagellum  Jrenatus  Grinnell  &  Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool., 

Vol.  17,  No.  10,  1917,  p.  190;  CowLES,  Journ.  Entomol.  &  Zool., 

Pomona  College,  Vol.  XII,  No.  3,  1920,  pp.  65,  66;  Stephens, 

Trans.  San  Diego  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  4,  192 1,  p.  64. 
Coluber  flagellum  piceus  Stejneger  &  Barbour,  Check  List  N.  Amer. 

Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  79;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal. 

Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1921,  pp.  28,  36,  52,  64. 

Description. — Head  rather  long,  with  flattened  top,  and 
narrow  rounded  snout.  Rostral  plate  large,  high,  hollowed 
below,  and  bounded  behind  by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal,  and 
first  labial  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a  pair  of  inter- 
nasals,  a  pair  of  prefrontals,  supraocular  and  part  of  upper 
preocular  of  each  side,  a  long  frontal,  and  a  pair  of  large 
parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  distinct.  Loreal 
well  developed.    Preoculars  normally  two,  but  sometimes 
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unitecL  Pottoculart  two,  upper  a  little  larger,  very  rarely 
united.  Temporals  normally  two  followed  by  two,  but 
rarely  2+1,  1+2,  2+3,  or  1  +  1.  Eight  or  nine  (rarely 
•even  or  10,  superior  and  10  or  1 1,  or  rarely  eight  or  nine, 
inferior  labials,  seventh  or  eighth  upper  and  fifth  lower 
largest,  fourth  and  fifth  or  fifth  and  sixth  superior  reaching 
e)'e,  firat  pair  of  inferior  meeting  on  median  line.  Genials  in 
two  pairs,  posterior  pair  a  little  larger.  Scales  on  body  smooth, 
in  1 7  rows.  Anal  plate  almost  always  divided,  rarely  entire. 
Gastrosteges  varying  in  number  from  188  to  213*  Uros- 
teges  in  two  series  of  from  99  to  128.  Third,  fourth  and 
fifth  urosteges  of  one  specimen  not  divided. 

The  general  color  is  whitish,  grayish,  ochraoeous,  brown- 
ish, straw  yellow,  or  black,  usually  lightest  at  the  edges  of 
the  scales,  often  spotted  with  brown  or  black  at  their  tips 
or  bases.  Across  the  nape  are  several  (3  to  7)  brownish  or 
blackish  bands,  often  more  or  less  blended.  Faint  indica- 
tions of  longitudinal  lines  may  sometimes  be  seen  along  the 
sides.  The  lower  surfaces  are  pale  yellow  or  white  more  or 
less  spotted  anteriorly  with  black,  gray,  brown,  or  yellow. 
These  spots  usually  form  one  row  along  each  side  of  the 
anterior  gastrosteges. 

Young  are  mors  or  less  distinctly  cross-barred  above 
with  gray,  brown  or  black,  and  show  a  light  line  or  blotch 
along  the  side  of  the  face.  The  latter  mark  is  often  re- 
tained by  adults. 

Ruthvcn  describes  the  color  of  a  specimen  from  Tucson, 
Arizona,  as  follows: 

^Above,  except  for  a  short  distance  anteriorly,  the  color 
is  yellowish  brown,  relieved  by  small,  mostly  concealed  bars 
of  whitish  that  margin  each  scale  on  either  side  of  the  bate. 
On  the  anterior  half  of  the  body,  the  base  of  nearly  every 
scale  is  black,  although  the  light  lines  are  still  present,  occa- 
sionally being  of  a  pinkish  tint.  On  the  neck  the  light  marks 
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tend  to  fareak  np  liit  gromd  colot  ioCd  ctom  ^*— **•!  bat  6ai|r 
vve  or  nz  of  thf.ic  0e  diftiiicty  tw  sstenor  lonr  DciJig 
JjrioIidhhKi:.  Qs  cidier  side  of  the  belljr  tJiere  it  a 
of  Uctches  mmStr  in  color  to  the  donad  warha, 
AiitciiurTj  where  they  xre  Uack.  Between  this  xncs 
troBtegeal  spots  md  the  first  row  of  sraileSi  which  abo  Im 
the  CQiar  of  the  doml  sorf ace,  is  a  white  fine  that  imlurfcs 
the  tips  of  the  gastrostcges  and  the  lower  edge  of  the  ferit 
row  of  dorsal  sralcs.  Sbnilarly  the  Eg^t  marics  on  the  dbki 
of  the  sciles  of  the  first  and  second  rows  are  aumLwiul  bet- 
ter developed  than  those  above,  which  also  resohs  in  the 
appearance  of  a  narrow  light  longitudinal  line,  bat  this  is 
very  indefinite.  The  top  of  the  head  is  fight  bniwis,  the 
sides  consideraUy  variegated  with  yellow.  The  bdDy  is 
light  yellow,  with  the  marginal  scries  of  UoCches  nieiitinwtt 
above.  Interior  to  these  blotches  there  is  also,  for  aimit 
the  anterior  four-fifths  of  the  length,  a  second  row  of  small 
spots.  The  throat  is  also  fight  yellow,  and  thiddy  spotted 
with  black.  The  ventral  surface  of  the  tail  b  a  figlit  oraqge 
tint,  immaculate.* 

The  general  coloration  of  fiving  isprritnrm  often  is  qnilc 
red. 

Certain  specimens  taken  near  Camp  Grant  and  Tocsoo, 
Ariyontii  and  at  Ensenada,  La  Fu,  San  Pedro,  Saa  Bartolo^ 
unci  'IViunfo,  Lower  California,  are  black  or  bbdkish.  Soch 
WH«  Ihn  ty|>e  of  CopeS  B^^-^smimm  fic^mm.  Two 
tum\  Tunon  were  jet  Made  with  the  lower  surfaces  a 
f  Mill  I  mill  pink.  Ruthwn  describes  a  black  ^^  mij^m^ 
'I'm««mii,  h«  followa: 

HiHJy  Hint  tuil  mIh^Wi  hroadlr  inducfing  the  ends  of  the 
v»-mIimI  ihiiIps,  h\\w  black  without  maiking&  Head  daik 
hnmu  w\\\\  h  fow  iiivsuUr  nsUi^h  maridngs  abov^  The 
|/m^nU,  |iiMNiiltM«  mul  p«v(t\VuUr^  aivi  tim  six  saprafafaiab 
l/^*'*'  ItflMlil  MMiiM**  VoUow  wntwk    Anterior  part  of  threat 
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tend  to  break  up  the  ground  color  into  cross  bands,  but  only 
five  or  ^x  of  these  are  distinct,  the  anterior  four  being  near- 
ly solid  black.  On  either  side  of  the  belly  there  ts  a  series 
of  blotches  ^milar  in  color  to  the  dorsal  surface,  except 
anteriorly  where  they  are  black.  Between  this  series  of  gas- 
trostegeal  spots  and  the  first  row  of  scales,  which  also  has 
the  color  of  the  dorsal  surface,  is  a  vrhitt  line  that  includes 
the  tips  of  the  gastrosteges  and  the  lower  edge  of  the  first 
row  of  dorsal  scales.  Smilarly  the  light  marks  on  the  bases 
of  the  scales  of  the  first  and  second  rows  are  somewhat  bet- 
ter developed  than  those  above,  which  also  results  in  the 
appearance  of  a  narrow  light  longitudinal  line,  but  this  is 
very  indefinite.  The  top  of  the  head  is  light  brown,  the 
sides  considerably  variegated  with  yellow.  The  belly  is 
light  yellow,  with  the  marginal  series  of  blotches  mentioned 
above.  Interior  to  these  blotches  there  is  also,  for  about 
the  anterior  foiu--fifths  of  the  length,  a  second  row  of  small 
spots.  The  throat  is  also  light  yellow,  and  thickly  spotted 
with  black.  The  ventral  siu^ace  of  the  tail  is  a  light  orange 
tint,  immaculate." 

The  general  coloration  of  living  specimens  often  is  quite 
red. 

Certain  specimens  taken  near  Gimp  Grant  and  Tucson, 
Arizona,  and  at  Ensenada,  La  Paz,  San  Pedro,  San  Bartolo, 
and  Triunf o.  Lower  California,  are  black  or  bladdsh.  Such 
was  the  type  of  Cope's  Bascanium  fkeum.  Two  specimens 
from  Tucson  were  jet  black  with  the  lower  surfaces  a  beau- 
tiful coral  pink.  Ruthven  describes  a  blade  spedmen,  from 
Tucson,  as  follows: 

Body  and  tail  above,  broadly  including  the  ends  of  the 
ventral  scutes,  blue  blade  without  markings.  Head  dark 
brawn  with  a  few  irregular  reddish  markings  above.  The 
loreals,  preoculars  and  postoctdars,  and  first  six  supralabials 
have  bright  orange  yellow  centers.    Anterior  part  of  throat 
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fiMiffblcri  with  bright  yellow  tnd  Uack.  Thrott  black  with 
nutercd  spots  of  yellowbh  orange.  About  the  twentieth 
gasirastege  the  Kght  color  increases  in  amount  and  the 
Uack  becomes  restricted  to  snudl  blotches  that  become  fewer 
posteriorly,  only  a  few  small,  widely  scattered  spots  being 
present  on  the  posterior  three-fourths  of  the  body  length 
and  none  on  the  tail.  For  most  of  the  length  the  belly  is 
a  yellow  orange  tint,  becoming  a  dark  orange  tint  on  the 
posterior  one-fourth  of  the  body  and  on  the  tail. 


Length  to  anut 

SOS 

S41 

72S 

S40 

109S 

ISOO 

1S6$ 

Lenfth  of  uil 

.  .  96 

ISS 

242 

SOO 

S4S 

4S0 

4S$ 

Remsrkj. — There  has  long  been  doubt  as  to  whether 
the  black  specimens  are  merely  melanistic  individuals  or 
feally  represent  a  distinct  spedes.  There  seem  to  be  no 
structural  differences.  Scale-counts  and  proportions  are  the 
same.  Dark  specimens  occur  in  Lower  California  and  on 
Tiburon  Island  as  well  as  in  Arizona.  All  this  favors  re- 
garding them  as  a  melanistic  phase  of  the  Red  Racer,  but 
the  fact  that  two  black  specimens  were  found  mating,  near 
Tucson,  is  very  interesting,  since  it  would  seem  to  indicate 
that  they  may  really  represent  a  distinct  species.  The  final 
answer  to  this  question  must  await  additional  evidence,  but 
it  seenu  best,  for  the  present,  to  regard  the  black  and  the 
red  snakes  as  one  spedes. 


—The  Western  Whip  Snake  or  Red  Racer 
has  its  true  home  in  the  deserts  of  Arizofu^  Nevada,  Utah, 
California  and  Lower  California,  but  ranges  into  northeni 
Sofiora  (Hermosillo),  and  the  San  Joaquin  Valley  and 
coast  region  of  southern  California. 

In  California,  it  has  been  taken  in  Imperial  (Port  Yuma, 
Colorado  Desert,  Pilot  Knob),  San  Diego  (Mountain 
Springt  Campo,  San  Diego,  Agua  Caliente,  San  Felipe  Val- 
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ley),  Riverside  (Riverside,  San  Jacinto,  Palm  Springs, 
mouth  of  Palm  Canyon  San  Jacinto  Mts.,  Gibazon,  G)ach- 
ella,  Mecca,  Horn  Mine  in  the  Turtle  Mountains,  Blythe), 
San  Bernardino  (Needles,  Ludlow,  Barstow,  five  miles 
south  from  Lovic,  Hesperia,  Ontario),  Los  Angeles  (Pasa- 
dena, Drum  Barradcs,  Claremont),  Inyo,  (Furnace  Creek 
Ranch,  Bennett  Wells,  Death  Valley,  Panamint  Valley, 
Deep  Spring  Valley,  Keeler,  Owens  Valley,  two  miles  north 
from  Independence),  Kern  (Kern  River  at  Bodfish,  Isabella, 
Weldon,  Tehachapi  Mountains,  Bakersfield,  one  mile  north 
from  Edison,  McKittrick),  San  Luis  Obispo  (Carrizo  Plain 
seven  miles  southeast  from  Simmler),  Tulare  (Earlinart), 
Fresno  (Fresno),  and  Mariposa  (Yosemite  Valley)  coun- 
ties. 

In  Nevada,  it  has  been  secured  at  Vegas  Valley,  Over- 
ton, and  Las  Vegas,  Claric  County,  and  at  Winnemucca  Lake, 
Washoe  County. 

Arizonan  spedmens  have  been  collected  five  miles  north 
from  Laguna  and  ten  miles  below  Cibola,  and  at  Yuma  and 
Papago  Wells,  Yuma  County  j  at  Cave  Creek  and  Gila 
Bend,  Maricopa  County }  Fort  Whipple,  Prescott,  Yavapai 
County^  Camp  Grant,  Graham  County;  near  Tucson,  Fort 
Lowell,  the  Catalina  and  the  Baboquivari  Mountains,  Pima 
County,  Fort  Apache,  Navajo  County;  Fort  Huachuca  and 
Douglas,  Cochise  County;  Fort  Buchanan,  Calabasas,  and 
on  the  flat  below  the  mouth  of  the  canyon  between  Agiu 
Caliente  and  Madera  Canyon,  Santa  Cruz  County. 

Utah  specimens  have  been  recorded  as  collected  in 
^^Middle  Utah,"  and  at  Salt  Lake.  I  have  received  one 
taken  four  miles  northwest  of  St.  Geoi^ge,  Washington 
County. 

In  Lower  California,  it  has  been  taken  at  San  Felipe 
Bay,  Joruncho  Ranch,  San  Quentin,  San  Pedro  Martir 
Mountains,  east  base  of  the  Cocopah  Mountains,  Rosarito, 
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P^UTtly  Emcnada,  San  Ignado,  Santa  Rottdta,  and  San  Luis 
Gonzales  Bay,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  peninsula,  and  at 
Cape  San  Lucas,  La  Paz,  San  Jos^  del  Cabo,  Miraflores,  San 
Pedro,  Triunfo,  San  Bartolo,  Agua  Caliente,  and  Todos 
Santos,  in  the  Cape  Region,  on  Santa  Margarita  Island,  on 
the  west  coast,  and  on  San  Jose,  Monserrate,  Coronado, 
Ildefonso,  and  Tiburon  ishuids  in  the  Gulf  of  California. 


HMis. — ^The  ^Red  Racer,**  like  its  relatives,  is  remark- 
able for  the  quickness  of  its  movements.  It  climbs  trees 
and  bushes  with  great  agility.  Grinnell  &  Grinnell  give  the 
following  notes  on  its  habits: 

^According  to  our  experience  the  Red  Racer  is  an  inhabi- 
tant exclusively  of  the  hot  gravelly  washes  along  the  bases 
of  the  mountains.  As  with  most  of  our  snakes,  it  was  more 
common  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago  than  now.  Yet  within  the 
past  year,  1 906,  we  know  of  three  having  been  seen  in  the 
arroyo  near  Pksadena. 

^The  Red  Racer  is  possessed  of  remarkable  powers  of 
locomotion,  far  exceeding  in  this  respect  any  others  of  our 
snakes.  And  yet  to  the  onlooker  this  rapidity  of  movement 
is  accomplished  with  very  little  apparent  effort.  There  is  a 
very  inconspicuous  undulatory  bending  of  the  body^  none 
of  the  violent  squirming  exhibited  by  a  garter  snake  or  kin^ 
snake.  One  catches  sight  of  a  Red  Racer  generally  after  it 
is  in  motion.  Perhaps  it  is  seen  gliding  quickly  across  an 
open  piece  of  ground  between  bushes.  If  one  catches 
glimpses  of  portions  of  the  snake's  body  between  the  plant 
stems,  it  is  only  to  tee  them  rapidly  diminish  in  diamec<:r 
until  they  disappear  entirely.  The  impression  is  given  all 
along  the  line  that  the  snake  is  growing  quickly  smaller, 
like  some  stereopticon  effect.  This  illusion  leaves  one  with 
a  sense  of  bewilderment  often  lasting  long  enough  to  result 
in  all  trace  of  the  snake  being  lost.   Sometimes  the  fwocr  will 
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^top  abruptly  in  some  thicket  whSe  still  in  sight  Then  a 
more  satisfactory  view  of  it  may  be  obtained,  but  we  have 
never  known  a  Red  Racer  to  allow  himself  to  be  noosed* 

^Although  usually  seen  on  the  ground^  this  snake  is  a 
good  climber,  and  is  not  infrequently  discovered  in  bushes 
and  trees.  C^  day  last  May,  Adriaan  Van  Rossem,  one  of 
our  pupils  in  zoology,  found  a  woodpecker'ii  nest-^hole  in 
a  tree-trunk.  The  nest  then  contained  four  eggs.  The  site 
was  again  visited  a  few  days  later,  when  upon  dimUng  to 
the  nest  instead  of  the  eggs  it  was  found  to  be  occupied  by 
a  Red  Raoer.  The  snake  was  routed  out;  and  since  no 
vestige  of  the  eggs  was  found,  it  was  inferred  that  the 
snake  had  eaten  them.  We  have  heard  of  several  other 
instances  of  the  nest>robbing  habit  of  this  reptile,  so  that 
tne  lessening  numbers  of  the  Red  Racer  may  be  somewhat 
of  a  blessing  to  the  bird  population  of  oiu-  region.'' 

Little  is  known  regarding  the  food  of  this  snake,  but  it 
probably  eats  birds  and  eggs  as  well  as  mammals  and  liz- 
ards. Stejneger  records  one  which  had  eaten  a  mouse  (Sit- 
omys).  Ruthven  mentioned  one  which  was  seen  to  capture 
a  lizard  (Cnemidophorus  melanostethus)y  and  Cowles  saw 
one  seize  a  Cnemidophorus  tessellatus  tessellatus. 

Mr.  Slevin  says  that,  in  the  Cape  Region  of  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia, brush  fences  around  the  numerous  little  ranch 
houses  furnished  excellent  hiding  places  for  this  racer.  Sev- 
eral of  the  specimens  taken  were  found  in  these  fences 
where  they  lay  stretched  out  at  full  length  awaiting  their 
prey.  Lizards,  to  escape  their  natural  enemies,  the  hawks, 
sought  refuge  here  and  seldom  would  a  snake  have  to  wait 
long  before  it  would  have  several  chances  to  secure  a  meal. 
This  species,  with  the  exception  of  the  water  snake,  was  the 
most  abundant  serpent  met  with.  They  were  not  found 
above  the  floor  of  the  desert  and  were  generally  confined  to 
the  more  brushy  portions.    Their  food  consisted  of  the  nu- 
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neroui  lizaids  f ouad  in  the  cactus  belt  Oae  wpcamok  had 
a  full  growa  Difsossmrus  in  its  stomach.  Another  had 
eaten  a  Cfmmidaph^rm^  and  another,  a  mouse.  A  fourth 
had  the  tail  of  a  Dipsos^mnu  in  its  stomach.  A  fifth  wm 
taken  in  a  brush  pile  just  after  it  had  caught  a  VeniomiM. 
The  tail  of  the  licard  was  protruding  ffx>m  the  smdceH 
mouth.  A  specimen  taken  at  San  Josi  del  Cabo  was  sx 
feet  in  length.  A  cactus  spine  over  an  inch  long  was  pulled 
out  of  a  specimen  taken  at  Miraflores. 

Mr.  Slevin  found  one  near  Blythe,  Riversde  County, 
California,  about  six  feet  up  in  a  mesquite  where  it  was 
swallowing  a  young  dove  which  it  had  just  removed  from 
the  nest. 

146.    Coluber  nnthonsri  (Stejneger) 

Clawton  Island  Racer 

BsusmiM  mmhonyt  SrcjifCCEa,  Proc.  L*.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  Vol.  23,  1901 » 

p.  715  (type  locality,  Oarioo  Island,  Revilla  Gigedo  Islands, 

Mexico);  \kn  DENBtacN,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  j,  Zool., 
VoL  4,  No.  I,  1905,  p.  17;  Vam  I>ENBi-aoN  Ac  Slkvim,  Proc.  Cal. 
Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  4,  1914,  pp.  xyy,  147. 
Ca/nArr  sntkomyi  SrtjMtCEa  U  BaAaotA,  Check  lite  N.  Amcr.  Ampk. 
Rcpc.,  1917,  p.  78. 

D^urifiion. — Head  rather  long,  with  flattened  top.  Eye 
very  large,  its  horizontal  diameter  equaling  its  distance  from 
aottril,  or  two-thirds  length  of  frontal.  Snout  rather 
promiaenty  the  tip  extending  considerably  beyond  lower 
jaw.  Rostral  large,  prominent,  portion  seen  from  above 
nearly  equals  length  of  suture  between  intemasal  or  one- 
half  length  of  suture  between  prefrontals.  Frontil  U^ 
Mad  narrow,  its  greatest  width  anteriorly  equaling  that  of 
supratoculafii  its  width  at  a  line  between  oencers  of  eyes 
auKh  leas  than  width  of  supraoculars  at  saaae  line,  its  length 
Muals  ica  distanoa  fram  tip  of  snout  and  f  ftn?T^t  lencth  of 
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parietals.  Supraoculars  large,  broadly  in  contact,  with  pre- 
frontal, separating  frontal  from  preocular.  Parietals  very 
short,  shorter  than  frontal,  less  than  twice  length  of  suture 
between  prefrontals,  the  suture  between  parietals  much 
shorter  than  distance  from  tip  of  snout  to  frontal.  Loreal 
rather  large,  longer  than  high.  Preoculars  two.  Postocu- 
lars  two.  Temporals  two  followed  by  two.  Eight  superior 
and  seven  inferior  labials,  seventh  and  eighth  upper  largest, 
fourth  and  fifth  reaching  eye.  Genials  in  two  pairs,  poste- 
rior about  as  long  as  anterior  but  narrower.  Scales  on  bod) 
in  1 7  rows,  smooth,  with  two  apical  pits.  Anal  plate  divided. 
Gastrosteges  varying  in  number  from  186  to  204.  Uroste- 
ges  in  two  series  of  from  93  to  1 1 2. 

The  color  above  is  walnut  brown,  deepest  toward  the 
tip  of  each  scale,  with  narrow  blackish  brown,  linear  spots, 
never  longer  than  a  scale,  sparsely  and  irregularly  scattered 
over  the  back  and  sides.  The  head  is  more  uniformly 
pale  walnut  brown,  with  a  few  irregularly  scattered  blackish 
dots,  and  a  few  obscure  dusky  marblings  on  the  lores  and 
labials.  The  lower  surfaces  are  pale,  irregularly  sprinkled 
with  slate-colored  dots.  Toward  the  head  these  dots  be- 
come more  evident  and  are  collected  in  two  parallel  longi- 
tudinal zones.  The  chin  and  throat  are  more  definitely  but 
irregularly  marked  with  larger  spots  of  the  same  color. 

In  a  younger  example  the  color  above  is  more  grayish 
and  entirely  uniform,  without  the  blackish  spots.  The  lower 
surfaces  are  pale,  unicolor,  with  no  markings  except  a  few 
dusky  dots  on  the  neck.  The  sides  of  the  head  are  brownish 
like  the  top,  with  the  indication  of  a  dusky  longitudinal 
band  on  the  upper  halves  of  the  supralabials.  The  lower 
halves  of  the  supralabials,  the  throat,  a  band  from  the  nos- 
tril to  the  eye,  and  the  postocular  plate,  are  yellow. 

In  other  specimens  the  dark  markings  on  the  chin, 
throat,  and  fore  neck  are  well  developed,  and  the  dusky 
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markings  on  the  rest  of  the  underside  are  very  dense,  leav- 
ing only  a  pale  line  on  the  angle  of  the  belly,  or  are  con- 
densed into  two  fairly  distinct  parallel  longitudinal  band.*! 
mith  a  pale  zone  down  the  middle  of  the  body. 

Lengtlk  to  tnoi 1090 

Lengtlk  of  tail 360 

Distribution. — ^This  snake  has  been  found  only  on  Clar- 
ion Island  of  the  Re  villa  Gigedo  group,  off  the  western 
coast  of  Mexico. 

147.    Coluber  semilineatus  (Cope) 

SoNORAN  Racer 
Plate  67 

Bsusmimm  i^nistum  tsSersU  Yassow.  Surv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  Vol.  V, 

i875f  p.  54J  (part). 
Bssfsnion  semilineaimm  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mu^.,  Vol.  14,  1892, 

p.  626  (type  locality.  Colorado  River  and  Camp  Grant,  Arizona); 

Van  Dknbuscn,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Srr.  2,  Vol.  6,  i8(/i,  p.  J47; 
Van  DEMBtftCH,  Phk.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1897,  p.  4^.1;  Stkj- 
MtGca,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mu^.,  Vol.  XXV,  ic/02,  p.  15$;  Stonc, 
Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Set.  Phila.,  1911,  p.  2)1;  Van  Dcnbl'eom  Ac 
Slbvim,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Set.,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  1,  191.1,  p.  417* 

Zsmemij  stmiiimaiut  GCitTMr.a,  Biol.  Ccntrali-.^mcr.,  Kept.,  1894,  p. 
121,  pi.  XLVI,  fig.  A;  CorK,  Report  L*.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  for  1898, 
1900,  p.  Soj,  rig.  417. 

Coimhtr  stmthnesluM  SrijutocB  &  BAEBoua,  Check  Ij«t  N.  Amer.  Amph. 
Rept.,  1917,  p.  80. 

Description. — Mead  long,  with  flattened  top,  and  nar- 
row, rounded  snout.  Rustral  plate  large,  high,  hollowed 
below,  and  bounded  behind  by  intcmasal,  anterior  nasal,  and 
first  labial  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a  pair  of  inter- 
nasals,  a  pair  of  much  larger  prefrontals,  supraoadar  and 
part  of  upper  preocular  of  each  side,  long  frontal,  and  pair 
of  large  parietali.    Anterior  and  posterior  naaak  distinct. 
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Lortal  well  developed.  P^^eocukrs  two  or  one.  Postocubn 
two.  Temporals  normally  two  followed  by  two,  somctiinies 
1  +2  or  2+ J.  Supntiabials  eight  (nrely  nine  or  seven), 
fourth  and  fifth  reaching  eye,  seventh  usually  laigest  In- 
ferior labials  ten,  (rarely  nine  or  eleven),  fifth  usually 
largest^  first  pair  meeting  on  median  line.  Genials  in  two 
pairs,  posterior  longer.  Scales  on  body  smooth,  in  1 7  rows. 
Anal  plate  di^ded.  Oastrosteges  varying  in  number  from 
19S  to  211.    Urosteges  in  two  series  of  from  127  to  14-7. 

The  color  above,  for  about  the  anterior  third  of  the 
body,  is  olive  or  bluish  gray,  becoming  yellowish  or  grayish 
brown  on  the  posterior  two  diirds  of  the  body  and  on  the 
tail.  A  few  or  many  of  the  scales  may  be  marked  basally 
with  white  or  yellow,  especially  on  the  anterior  half  of  the 
body,  and  throughout  the  whole  length  many  or  almost  all 
of  the  scales  may  have  central  daric  markings  in  the  form 
either  of  lines  or  spots.  Along  the  third  and  f  oiuth  rows 
of  lateral  scales,  anteriorly,  is  a  very  distinct  and  definite 
clear  yellow  or  white  stripe,  edged  with  dark  brown,  and 
separated,  by  a  stripe  of  the  ground  color,  from  a  second, 
amilar  light  stripe  along  the  scales  of  the  first  and  second 
rows.  This  lower  light  stripe  sometimes  is  only  partially 
marked  o£F,  by  a  daric  line  or  row  of  spots,  from  the  light 
color  of  the  belly.  All  these  stripes  become  obsolete  and 
disappear  on  the  posterior  half  of  the  body.  The  head  is 
olive  above,  grayish  posteriorly  and  brownish  toward  the 
snout,  unmarked.  The  temporal  region  is  grayish  olive. 
The  oculars,  loreal,  nasals,  labials,  and  lower  half  of  the 
rostrai  are  yellow.  A  black  line  nms  along  the  upper  border 
of  the  supralabials  and  across  the  middle  of  the  rostral.  Hie 
nasals,  loreal  and  oculars  are  nuugined  with  black.  There 
is  no  yellow  ten^xMral  qx>t  The  lower  surfaces  are  light 
yellow,  unmarked. 

A  female  spednen  in  life  had  the  upper  surface  of  die 
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head  and  neck  a  bright  blue-gray,  tinged  with  pinkiah  grajr 
on  the  snout  and  supraoculan  and  changing  gradually  to 
olive  and  then  to  brown  on  the  body  and  tail.  The  lateral 
dark  markings  were  black  anteriorly,  becoming  olive  and 
then  yellowish  brown  posteriorly.  The  light  lateral  stripes 
are  white  anteriorly  but  soon  change  to  a  bright  straw-yellow 
behind  the  neck.  The  markings  on  the  side  of  the  head  are 
white  and  black.  The  lower  surfaces  of  the  head  and  neck 
are  white,  but,  from  the  fifteenth  gastrostege  to  the  tip  of 
the  tail,  the  color  below  is  bright  lemon  yellow.  There  is 
a  small  orange  spot  near  the  middle  of  each  gastrostege, 
from  the  10th  to  the  22nd.  The  iris  b  brown  with  golden 
dots,  and  a  narrow  yellow  line  around  the  pupil.  The 
tongue  is  black. 


Length  to  anus 

7S0 

S06         S20 

S)S 

SS6 

Lcnfth  of  uil 

J42-f 

375  + 

IS! 

196+ 

Disirihution. — This  racer  is  common  in  parts  of  south- 
eastern Arizona,  and  ranges  thence  south  into  Mexico. 

In  Arizona,  it  has  been  collected  in  the  San  Luis  Moun- 
tains on  the  Mexican  boundary  line,  and  probably  at  Cave 
Spring.  It  has  been  recorded  from  Camp  Grant,  Graham 
County,  and  Fort  Bowie,  Cochise  County.  I  have  seen  speci- 
mens from  Pima  County,  taken  at  the  Steam  Pump  in  the 
foothills  of  the  Catalina  Mountains  about  18  miles  north 
from  Tucson,  on  the  grounds  of  the  Carnegie  Desert  Lab- 
oratory at  Tucson,  and  in  Sawmill,  Stone  Cabin  and  Ma- 
dera canyons  in  the  Santa  Rita  Mountains^  from  Santa  Cruz 
County,  collected  in  Agua  Caliente  Canyon  and  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Pete  Mountain  in  the  Santa  Rita  range,  and  at 
Harshaw  in  the  Paragonia  Mountains;  and  from  Cochise 
County,  secured  in  Miller,  Ramsey,  Carr,  Brown,  and  Gard- 
ner canyons  in  the  Huachuca  Mountains.  One  was  secitftd 
at  San  Pedro  Bay,  Sonora,  Mexica 
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and  its  scales  are  sometimes  tipped  with  orange-rufous.  The 
sides  of  the  head  are  spotted  with  yellow.  All  the  lower 
surfaces  and  the  upper  labials  are  yellow^  spotted  on  the 
head  and  anterior  gastrosteges  with  gray,  slate  or  brown. 
The  anterior  gastrosteges  are  sometimes  washed  with 
orange-rufous,  and  in  life  the  lower  surfaces  may  be  beauti- 
ful bright  rose  pink. 

Length  to  anus 632        725         742         787         804-        968 

Length  of  uil 275         311         329        338         396 

Distribution. — The  Califomian  Racer  appears  to  be  con- 
fined to  those  parts  of  California  which  lie  to  the  west  of 
the  Sierra  Nevada  and  the  Mohave  and  Colorado  deserts, 
and  to  parts  of  Lower  California. 

In  California,  it  has  been  taken  in  Shasta  (Baird),  So- 
noma (seven  miles  west  from  Cazadero),  Lake  (Mount 
Saint  Helena),  Contra  Costa  (Summit  of  Mount  Diablo), 
Alameda  (Mills  College),  Santa  Clara  (Jasper  Ridge  near 
Stanford  University,  Black  Mountain,  Los  Gatos,  Berry- 
cssa,  BelPs  Station  in  Pacheco  Pass),  Monterey  (Carmel 
Valley,  Metz),  Placer  (Lander  near  Colfax),  Mariposa 
(Pleasant  Valley,  vicinity  of  Coulterville),  Fresno  (Fresno, 
Minkler),  Tulare  (Three  Rivers),  Kern  (Fay  Creek  six 
miles  north  of  Weldon,  Walker  Pass,  Fort  Tejon),  Ventura 
(Mount  Pinos),  Santa  Barbara  (Santa  Barbara),  Los  An- 
geles (Los  Angeles,  Tujunga  River,  La  Crescenta,  Clare- 
mont,  Sierra  Madre,  Placenta  Canyon,  mouth  of  San  Ga- 
briel Canyon  near  Azusa),  Orange  (Santa  Ana  Canyon), 
Riverside  (Banning  at  2200  feet,  near  Cabazon  at  1800 
feet.  Riverside,  San  Jacinto,  Strawberry  Valley  at  6000  feet 
in  the  San  Jacinto  Mountains,  Kenworthy  at  4500  feet),  and 
San  Diego  (Oak  Grove,  Agua  Caliente,  Santa  Isabel,  Chula 
Vista,  Witch  Creek,  Poway,  Dulzura,  Campo)  counties. 
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Lower  Californian  wpoonytnM  have  been  reooixied  from 
Saa  Ignadoi  Mulege,  and  Santa  Rosalia. 


HMts. — Grinnell  &  Grinnell  have  published  the 
following  note  on  the  habits  of  this  snake  as  observed  b^ 
them  in  Los  Angeles  G>unty:  ^This  is  a  \trf  commoo 
snake  in  the  uplands  and  foothill  districts  of  the  county. 
It  is  seldom  seen  in  the  open,  but  stays  in  brushy  places 
where  its  agile  movements  render  it  diflkult  to  capture. 

^The  striped  racer  is  a  good  dimberi  and  we  have  often 
seen  it  many  feet  above  the  ground  in  scrub  oaks  or  wild 
lilac  bushes.  A  curious  habit  is  that  of  lying  in  a  rigid  coil 
on  top  of  a  leafy  branch.  We  have  found  several  in  such 
positions  and  supposed  them  to  be  lying  in  wait  for  any 
insects  or  birds  which  might  happen  to  come  within  striking 
distance.  The  snakes  are  then  loth  to  move  and  can  be 
closely  approached  and  even  caught*  But  when  once  aroused 
they  glide  swiftly  out  of  reach  and  sight.'' 

A  phoCographi  reproduced  in  Plate  69,  shows  a  snake 
of  this  species  killing  a  rattlesnake,  Croiidus  ar^isnus. 

1 49.    Coluber  buixmri  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin 
EsPiaiTU  Santo  Island  Racer 


C%imhtr  Am^Mn  Van  DivtcaoN  k  Sliitiv,  Ptdc.  Cal.  Ac«d.  Set.,  Scr.  4, 

Veil.  XI»  No.  6. 1921.  p.  9i  (type  kxAlsty,  lila  PaftMa,  Bipfatai 
Santo  Island,  Golf  d  Califorafa^  Maiko). 

D0Mrifiian. — Head  locigt  with  iatteaed  top  and  nar- 
rowy  rounded  snout.  Rostral  plate  large,  about  onoe  and 
a  third  as  high  as  broad,  hollowed  below,  and  bounded  be- 
hind fay  tntemasal,  anterior  nasali  and  first  labial  plates. 
Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a  pair  of  intemasnlsy  a  larger  pair 
of  prefrontals,  supraocular  and  part  of  upper  preocular  of 
each  side,  a  long  and  posteriorly  narrow  frontal,  and  a  pair 
of  very  large  parietals.    Anterior  and  posterior  nasab  dia- 
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tinct,  Loreal  rather  large,  with  no  small  plate  below  it 
Preoculars  two,  upper  much  larger  than  lower.  Postoculars 
two,  nearly  equal.  Temporals  two  followed  by  two.  Eight 
superior  and  nine  or  ten  inferior  labials,  seventh  upper  and 
fifth  lower  largest,  fourth  and  fifth  upper  reaching  eye,  first 
pair  of  lower  meeting  on  median  line.  Genials  in  two  pairs, 
posterior  much  larger  than  anterior.  Scales  on  body  smooth, 
in  17  rows.  Anal  plate  divided.  Gastrosteges  193.  Uros- 
teges  in  two  series  of  130.    Tail  very  long  and  slender. 

The  color  above,  including  the  tips  of  the  gastrosteges 
and  urosteges,  is  dark  grayish  olive  brown,  palest  on  the 
head  and  tail.  A  single  white  line  extends  along  each  side, 
on  the  third  and  fourth  rows  of  scales,  onto  the  base  of  the 
tail.  This  line  is  narrowly  bordered  with  black,  and  shows 
slight  enlargements  at  intervals  of  from  four  to  seven  scales, 
on  the  anterior  half  of  the  body.  The  ^des  of  the  head  are 
spotted  with  white.  The  upper  portions  of  the  supralabials 
are  bladdsh  brown.  The  lips,  chin  and  throat  are  white, 
without  dark  markings,  but  faintly  washed  with  pink.  The 
anterior  gastrosteges  are  suffused  with  rose  pink.  The 
other  lower  surfaces  are  yellowish  white  with  faint  gray 
cloudings  laterally. 

Length  to  anas 774- 

Length  of  uU 374+ 

Remarks. — ^This  species  is  closely  related  to  both  Colu- 
ber lateralis  and  Coluber  aurigulus.  The  only  specimen 
known  is  an  adult  female. 

Distribution. — ^This  snake  was  found  on  Isla  Partida, 
Espiritu  Santo  Island,  Gulf  of  California,  Mexico,  May  30, 
1921. 


> 
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1 50.    Coluber  aurigulus  (Cope) 
Cape  San  Lucas  Racer 


Drymchms  smnguims  Con,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  PhiU.,  tl6i,  p.  joi 

(type  locality,  C«po  St  Loctt,  Loivtr  CaUfornhi). 

Bstismtmm  smrigmJmm  Cort,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mui.,  No.  i,  1I75,  pp. 
40,  93;  Yaaaow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  No.  24,  illj,  pp.  iij, 
i9t;  Con,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  No.  31,  1II7,  p.  71;  Bcloimo, 
Wc«t  Amcf.  ScietitUt,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  24,  1II7,  p.  99. 

C^mln /isitii^onmis  rar.  suHitJms  GAtMAW,  Mem.  Mut.  Compr.  Zool.^ 
Cambr.,  Vol.  VIII,  No.  j,  ilSj,  pp.  44,  14I;  GAtMAW^  Bull.  Eaaci 
Intt.,  Vol.  XVI,  No.  I,  1II4,  p.  16. 

Bsusmi^m  ImtnsU  smngulmm  Core,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  VoL  XIV, 
tl92,  p.  629. 

Bss€smipm  smhguimm  Van  Dcvbuegh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  3, 

Vol.  5,  i«V5,  p.  »49. 
Zsmrmis  smnpUms  Con,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  for  189I,  1900,  p. 

1 10,  lif.  179;  Ttaaoif,  Mem.  y  Rev.  Soc.  Cient.  Antonio  Abate, 

Vol.  j9,  1921,  p.  1^ 

C^imkn  smngtUms  STBjvtota  &  BAtaoua,  Check  List  N.  Amer.  Amph. 

Rept.,  1917,  p.  7I;  Va»  DcMauEGH  k  Sttiriv,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad. 

Sci.,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1921,  p.  52;  NcLSov,  Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  Sd., 

Vol.  XVI,  1921,  pp.  it4,  115. 

Description. — Head  longi  with  flattened  top  and  narrow^ 
rounded  snout.  Roitral  rather  large,  about  as  high  as 
broad,  hollowed  below,  and  bounded  behind  by  intemasal, 
anterior  nasal,  and  fint  labial  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head 
are  a  pair  of  intemasals,  a  much  larger  pair  of  prefrontals, 
supraocular  and  part  of  prcocular  of  each  side,  a  long  frontal 
very  narrow  posteriorly,  and  a  pair  of  very  large  parietals. 
Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  distinct.  Loreal  large  and  eloo* 
gate*  Preoculars  three,  the  upper  largest.  Postoculan 
two.  Temporals  two  followed  by  two,  or  1  +2.  Suprala* 
bials  eight,  fourth  and  fifth  reaching  eye,  seventh  and  eighth 
largest.  Infralabials  ten,  fifth  largest,  finC  pair  meeting 
00  median  line.  Genials  in  two  pairs,  posterior  longer. 
Scales  on  body  smooch,  in  17  rows.    Anal  plate  divided. 
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Habits.' — One  specimen  is  reported  as  found  at  a  nest  of 
Woodhouse's.  Jay,  where  it  was  swallowing  a  young  Urd. 
A  female  captured  near  Tucson,  Arizona,  and  sent  alive  to 
San  Francisco,  laid,  on  June  7,  seven  eggs  which  measured 
37x19,  38x19,  38x19,  39x19, 40x19,  43x19,  and  43x1 8mm. 
They  were  enclosed  in  leathery  shells  roughened  with  gran- 
ules. Development  in  them  had  just  begun,  as  blood  ves- 
sels could  be  seen  by  transmitted  light. 

1 48.    Coluber  lateralis  (Hallowell) 

California  Racer 

Plates  66j  68,  and  69 

Leptophis  lateralis  Hallowell,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  Vol.  VI* 
^^S3i  P-  ^37  (type  locality,  California);  Hallowell,  Rep.  Pac* 
R.  R.  Surv.,  Vol.  X,  Rept.,  1859,  p.  13,  pi.  IV,  fig.  ja-jc 

Drymohius  lateralis  Cooper,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  IV,  1870,  p.  64. 

Bascanium  taniatum  laterale  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  i,  1875, 
p.  40;  Yarrow,  Surv.  W.  looth  Mcrid.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  P«  543;  Yarrow 
&  Henshaw,  Ann.  Rep.  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1878,  Surv.  W.  looth 
Merid.,  Appendix  NN,  1878,  p.  215;  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat. 
Mus.,  No.  24,  1883,  p.  113  (part);  Townsend,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat. 
Mus.,  Vol.  10,  1887,  p.  240. 

Coluber  taniatus  Garman,  Mem.  Mus.  Compr.  TjooV^  Cambr.,  Vol.  VIII, 
No.  3,  1883,  p.  148  (part). 

Bascanium  laterale  laterale  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1891, 
(1892),  p.  628. 

Bascanion  laterale  Stejneger,  N.  Amer.  Fauna,  No.  7,  1893,  P*  ^^S 
Van  Denburgh,  Occas.  Papers  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  V,  1897,  P*  i^^t 
Grinnell  &  Grinnell,  Throop  Institute  Bulletin,  No.  XXXV, 
'907»  P«  45;  Atsatt,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  TxkX.^  Vol.  12,  No.  3,  1913, 
P-  43- 

Zamenis  taniattu  Boulenoer,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mus.,  Vol.  I,  1893, 
P*  2SO  (part);  Mocquard,  Nouv.  Arch.  Mus.  Hist.  Nat.,  Paris, 
Ser.  4,  Vol.  I,  1899,  p.  324. 

Zamenis  lateralis  lateralis  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  for  1898,  1900, 
p.  807* 
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151.    Coluber  tmiatut  tmiatut  (HtUowell) 

Western  Striped  Racer 
Plate  70 

Ltpi9pkit  i^rmisis  HALtowtLL,  Proc.  Acad  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  Vol.  6, 

115a,  p.  Ill  (type  locality,  Htw  Mtiko,  wwl  d  Rio  Ofaade); 

Hallowcll,  Sitfreavct*  Ztiili  and  Colorado  Riir.»  1I5J,  pp.  i^, 
146,  pi.  Xlll  (Xll). 

MsiHfpkit  urmshu  Baiko  h  GiaAto,  Cat.  N.  Amcr.  Rq;>t.,  Pt.  I» 
Scrpcntt,  1I5J,  p.  loj;  Baieo,  Rep.  Pac.  R.  R.  Sunr.,  Vol.  X* 
R^-»  i^59t  P-  ^»  pl*  XXlll,  pi  XXXll,  fig.  76;  Coorta,  Rep. 
Pac.  R.  R.  Sunr.,  VoL  Xll,  1I60,  p.  joi;  Jaw,  FJenco  Sut.  dcgli 
Ofidi,  it6j,  p.  64;  Ja»,  Icofiogr.  GMr,  Ophid.,  Vol  11,  aie  livr., 
pi.  V,  fig.  1 ;  Core,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1 166,  p.  J05. 

tkymMmi  i^nisnu  Cora,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1I60,  p.  561. 

BsHmrimm  urmi^tmm  i^niMmm  Core,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mot^  Na  1, 
ii75»  P-  40;  Yaaaow  &  Hcmshaw,  Ann.  Rep.  Cliicf  of  Eagtnecn 
(or  il7l,  Surv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  Appendti  NN,  il7l,  p.  115; 
Yaerow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  No.  24,  illj,  p.  11  a. 

BsMsmimm  t4tmimtmm  iskr^  Yaaaow,  Surv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  Vol.  V, 

'•75.  p-  $43  (p^y 

Bsusmimm  i^mUium  Coutt,  Surv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  VoL  V,  1175,  p. 
616;  Cora,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  Vol.  XIV,  it9i  (tt^a),  p.  639. 

CWbArr  urmishu  Caiman,  Mem.  Mut.  Compr.  Zool.  Cambr.,  Vol.  VIII, 
No.  3,  iMj,  pp.  46,  M  (p«^):  GaivMiLL  &  CaW^,  Univ.  CaL 
Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  17,  No.  10,  1917,  p.  191. 

MsMsmmm  knmimm  SnjMacia,  N.  Amcr.  Fauna,  No.  7,  it9j,  p.  aio; 
Van  Dftvavaoa,  Occaa.  Papcn  CaL  Acad.  Sd.,  V,  1197,  p.  190; 
CAaT,  N.  Amcr.  Fauna,  No.  jj,  1911,  p.  a7;  Van  DiMavaoa, 
Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  4,  VoL  j,  191a,  p.  if7;  TArtoa,  Univ. 
CaL  PlAL  Zool.,  VoL  7»  No.  10,  191a,  p.  J5j;  Van  DtMauaoa 
h  SisvtM,  Koc  Cal.  Acad.  Set.,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  j,  191  j,  p.  417;  Rim. 
aaotov,  Piroc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Moa.,  VoL  4!,  191$,  p.  4ai;  Rrnivaa 
ii  Gaioa,  Occaa.  Papcn  Moa.  2CooL  Univ.  Mick,  No.  I,  1915, 
p.  ai;  Van  DtMatracM  h  Stavtv,  Proc.  CaL  Acad.  ScL,  Scr.  4, 
Vol.  5,  1915,  p.  107. 

araMMu  BocooiT,  Miia.  So.  ao  Meiaquc,  Pt.  Ill,  Rcpc^ 
p.  70),  ph.  XLV,  i^  5,  XLVIII,  ig.  1. 
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Zamenis  taniatus  Boulenger,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mas.,  VoL  I,  1893, 
P-  390  (part);  Q>PEy  Rq>ort  U.  S.  Nat.  Mas.  for  1898,  1900,  p. 
815;  DiTMARSy  Rq>tile  Book,  1907,  p.  289,  pi.  XC,  fig.  2;  Elus  & 
Henderson,  Univ.  Colorado  Studies,  Vol.  X,  No.  2,  1913,  p.  105. 

Zamenis  taniatus  taniatus  Brown,  Proc  Acad.  Nat.  Sd.  Phila.,  1901, 
p.  62. 

Coluber  taniatus  taniatus  Stejneoer  &  Barbour,  Check  list  N.  Amer. 
Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  80;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc  Cal. 
Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1921,  pp.  28,  ^^^  40,  45. 

Description. — ^Head  long,  with  flattened  top  and  round- 
ed snout.  Rostral  plate  large,  about  as  high  as  broad, 
hollowed  below,  and  boimded  behind  by  intemasal,  anterior 
nasal  and  first  labial  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a 
pair  of  intemasals,  a  pair  of  prefrontals,  supraocular  and 
part  of  upper  preocular  of  each  side,  a  long  frontal,  and  a 
pair  of  large  parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  dis- 
tinct. Loreal  longer  than  high.  Preoculars  two,  upper 
much  larger  than  lower,  rarely  united.  Postoculars  two, 
nearly  equal.  Temporals  two  followed  by  two,  sometimes 
1+2  or  1+1.  Eight,  or  rarely  seven,  superior,  and  nine  or 
10  (rarely  seven)  inferior  labials,  seventh  of  upper  and  fifth 
of  lower  largest,  fourth  and  fifth  upper  reaching  eye,  first 
pair  of  lower  meeting  on  median  line.  Genials  in  two  pairs, 
anterior  smaller  than  posterior.  Scales  on  body  smooth,  in 
fifteen  rows.  Anal  plate  divided.  Gastrosteges  varying  in 
number  from  198  to  215.  Urosteges  in  two  series  of  from 
114  to  157. 

The  color  above  is  grayish  or  yellowish  brown,  palest  on 
the  tail,  the  scales  of  the  sides  more  or  less  yellow,  and  with 
narrow  dark  lines  along  the  middle  of  each  row.  These 
daric  lines  are  sometimes  present  on  the  dorsal  scales  as  well 
as  on  those  of  the  sides,  and  a  wider  line  often  runs  along 
the  tips  of  the  gastrosteges.  The  yellow  of  the  lateral 
scales  is  variable  in  intensity,  and  sometimes— especially  in 
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young — forms  a  distinct  line  along  the  third  and  fourth 
rows  of  scales.  All  of  these  lines  fade  out  on  the  tail.  The 
head  is  spotted  with  yellow.  The  lower  surfaces  are  yellow 
or  yellowish  white,  nurked  with  slate  or  black  anteriorly 
and  along  the  tips  of  the  gastrosteges,  and  often  more  or 
less  tinted,  especially  posteriorly,  with  delicate  rose  pink. 


Lenfth  to  MM - 

772 

lOS 

IS9 

910 

940 

971 

Length  of  uil 

JJ9 

sso 

)SI 

J66+ 

411 

362 

Disirihuiion. — ^This  species  ranges  from  Texas,  New 
Mexico  and  Colorado  west  to  Gdifomia,  and  north  to 
Idaho. 

In  Arizona,  it  has  been  secured  at  Fort  Whipple  and 
Prcscott,  Yavapai  County}  Oak  Creek,  Coconino  County; 
and  at  Carr's  Ranch,  Sierra  Ancha,  Gila  County. 

In  Utah,  specimens  have  been  collected  at  Ogden, 
Weber  County;  Fort  Douglas,  Salt  Lake  County;  Provo, 
Utah  County;  Kanosh  and  Cove  Fort  Millard  County, 
Bakers  Canyon,  Beaver  County;  near  Rush  Lake,  Iron 
County;  and  Bluff  City,  San  Juan  County. 

In  Idaho,  it  has  been  taken  between  Bliss  and  the  Snake 
River,  Gooding  County,  and  at  Boise,  Ada  County. 

In  Nevada,  this  species  has  been  taken  in  White  Pine 
(Antelope  Springs),  Ormsby  (Carson),  Washoe  (Pyramid 
Lake,  Little  High  Rock  Creek),  Elko  (Carlin), 
Humboldt  (Quinn  River  Crossing  at  4100  feet;  Big 
Creek  at  5000  feet,  and  Leonard  Creek  at  4700  feet,  in  the 
Pine  Forest  Mountains),  and  Nye  (Pablo  Creek  at  6,200 
feet  in  the  Toiyabe  Mountains),  counties. 

In  Oregon,  it  has  been  foimd  on  the  Snake  River. 

In  California,  it  seems  to  be  fairly  common  in  Inyo 
County  (Maturango  Spring,  Argus  Range,  Coso  Valley, 
Coso  Mountains,  Pknamint  Mountains),  and  has  been 
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cured  also  in  Mono  (Benton),  Kern  (Walker  Basin),  Shasta 
(Baird,  Canoe  Creek),  and  Siskiyou  (Gazelle)  counties. 

Habits. — ^These  snakes  usually  are  found  in  sagebrush. 
They  move  with  great  swiftness  either  on  the  ground  or  in 
the  bushes.  When  secured  they  sometimes  fight  vigorously, 
coiling  themselves  about  the  limbs  of  the  bushes,  biting,  and 
resisting  capture  to  the  utmost  (Taylor).  The  stomach  of 
one  specimen  contained  an  adult  Cnemidophorus  Hgris 
(Ruthven  &  Gaige). 

Genus  29.    Salvadora 

Salvadora  Baird  &  Girard,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rept.,  Pt.  I,  Serp.,  18S3» 

p.  104  (type,  grahamut). 
Phimothyra   Cope,    Proc.    Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,   1860,  p.  S66  (type 

grahamia:). 

The  body  is  very  long  and  slender,  with  long  whip-like 
tail.  The  head  is  distinct  from  the  nedc,  large,  long,  flat- 
topped,  with  truncate  snout.  Its  plates  are  normal,  except 
the  rostral,  which  is  very  large  and  has  free  lateral  edges. 
The  nasal  plates  are  distinct.  Two  preoculars,  two  postocu- 
lars,  and  a  loreal  are  present.  Temporals  are  1+2,  2+2, 
2+3,  or  3+3.  The  scales  are  smooth,  in  17  rows,  with  two 
apical  pits.  The  anal  plate  is  divided.  Urosteges  are  in 
two  series.    The  eye  is  large,  with  round  pupil. 

152.    Salvadora  hexalepis  (G)pe) 
Western  Patch-nosed  Snake 

Plate  71 

Salvadora  grahami  Jan,  Iconogr.  Giniu  Ofdiid.,  2e  lirr.,  I860,  pi.  Ill, 
fig.  i;  Cooper,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  IV,  1870,  p.  66, 

Phimothyra  grahamia  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1861,  p.  300; 
Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  i,  1875,  p.  38  (part);  Yarrow, 
Rq>t.  Surv.  W.  100th  Mcrid.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  p.  538;  Coues,  Rept. 
Sunr.  W.  looth  Merid.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  p.  620;  Cope,  Proc.  Acad. 
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Nat.  Sci.  PlitUu,  iMj,  p.  14;  Yaibow  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mot.,  No. 
24,  illj,  p.  9I  (part);  Biummo,  West.  Amcr.  Sdcntitt,  Vol.  Ill, 
No.  14,  Itl7,  p.  9*- 

Pkitmoikyrm  kfMsU^s  Core,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  PhtUu,  1866,  p.  304 
(type  locality,  Fofft  Whlpplo,  Ariioiui). 

Pkitm^yrm  grmhmmUi  kiMskpis  Couit,  Sunr.  W.  looth  Mcrid.,  Vol.  V, 
1I75,  p.  6ao;  YAtaow,  Bull  U.  S.  Nat.  Mu*.,  Na  24,  1II3,  p.  15. 

SsimJtrm  trmJk^mi4t  kutmU^s  Con,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  No.  I,  il75f 
p.  2l^\  GAanAM,  Mem.  Mut.  Compr.  Zool.,  Cambr.,  Vol.  VIII, 
Na  J,  illj,  pp.  J9,  I45;  SrajMicca,  N.  Amcr.  Fauna,  No.  7, 
Il9j.  p.  205. 

S^lmdtm  grmUmi^  Core,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  No.  ja,  ill?,  p.  71 
(part);  Core,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  Vol.  XIV,  1I92,  p.  619  (part); 
Van  DewavacM,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  a.  Vol.  5,  1I95,  p. 
146;  Van  Dewavaoti,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  a.  Vol.  5,  1196, 
p.  1006;  Vaw  DewauaoN,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  a,  VoL  6^ 
1I96,  p.  347;  Vaii  Dewat-aoM,  Occat.  Papcrt  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  V, 
ii97t  P-  III;  McLaiii,  Cofitributtont  to  Neotropical  Herpetology, 
1I99,  p.  j;  MocQfAao,  Nouv.  Arch.  Mut.  Httt.  Nat.,  Paris,  Scr. 
4,  Vol.  I,  1I99,  p*  3^5;  Core,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  for  il^^p 
1900,  p.  Ill,  lif.  1I3  (part);  McLaiii,  Critical  Notet,  1I99,  p.  il; 
Baoim,  Proc.  Acad.  Net.  Sci.  Pkila.,  1901,  p.  63  (part);  Mees, 
Field  Muteum  Net.  Hitt.,  Zool.  Seriet,  Vol.  Vll,  No.  1,  1906, 
p.  15;  DiTMAat,  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  292,  pi.  XCI,  lif.  I  (part); 
Vaii  DeMSvacN,  Pruc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  3,  1912,  p.  150; 
Van  Deiiat*a<«M  h  Sievm,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Set.,  Ser.  4,  VoL  3, 
I9I3»  P'  413;  ArtATT,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  12,  No.  3,  1913, 
p.  42;  Rt'TNLmc,  Copeta,  No.  15,  1915;  Vaii  Devat'ecN  h  Sierttf, 
Proc.  Csl.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  5,  191  f,  p.  100;  Teaaoii,  Mem. 
y  Rev.  Soc.  Cient.  Antonio  Abate,  Vol.  39,  1921,  pp.  165,  169. 

Sshmkrm  kimmUpit  SrejHaoea,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  Vol.  XXV, 
1902,  p.  154;  Rirmveii,  Bull.  Am.  Mut.  Net.  Hitt.,  Vol.  XXIII, 
1907*  p*  577;  GaiimeLL  h  GaiimeLL,  Thruop  Inttttute  BuUetia, 
No.  XXXV,  1907,  p.  42,  fif.  il;  GaiMiieLL  h  CAMr,  Univ.  Cal. 
Publ  Zonl.,  Vol.  17,  No.  10,  1917,  p.  1I9;  Srejneoea  li  Baaaooa, 
CWck  LJtt  N.  Amcr.  Ampk  Rapt.,  I9i7ff  P-  9i;  Covkes^  joar»« 
Eaiinl.  h  ZooL,  PomoM  CnBifr,  VoL  XII,  Na  j,  19M,  p.  V% 
SfBrHtMt,  Trant.  San  Dicfo  Soc.  Nat.  Mm.,  VoL  III,  No,  4,  1921, 
pw  64;  Va»  Denavaoai  li  Suivin,  Proc.  CaL  Acad.  Sci,  Scr.  4, 
VoL  XI,  1921,  pp.  ai,  37,  fa,  if;  Nauov,  Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  ScL, 
VoL  XVI,  lyat,  pp.  114,  115. 
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Description. — ^Head  flat-topped  or  slightly  rounded,  and 
snout  projecting  and  very  blunt.  Temporal  regions  not 
swollen.  Rostral  plate  very  large,  prominent,  recurved  on 
top  of  snout,  with  free  lateral  edges,  and  bounded  behind 
by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal,  and  first  labial  plates.  Plates 
on  top  of  head  are  a  pair  of  intemasals,  a  pair  of  prefron- 
tals, a  frontal,  supraocular  of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of  rather 
short,  rounded  parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  dis- 
tinct. Loreal  small,  but  sometimes  divided.  Preoculars 
two  or  one.  Postoculars  two  or  three.  Temporals  normally 
two  followed  by  three,  rarely  1+2,  2+2,  or  3+3.  Eight 
or  nine,  or  rarely  ten,  superior  and  about  10  (nine  to  12) 
inferior  labials,  sixth  or  seventh  or  seventh  and  eighth  supe- 
rior and  fifth  or  sixth  inferior  largest,  fourth  and  fifth  or 
fifth  and  sixth  superior,  or  small  detached  portions  of  them, 
reaching  eye,  first  pair  of  inferior  meeting  on  median  line. 
Two  pairs  of  genials,  posterior  equal  to  or  smaller  than 
anterior.  Scales  on  body  smooth,  thin,  in  17  or  rarely  19 
rows.  Anal  plate  divided.  Gastrosteges  varying  in  number 
from  174  to  213.  Urosteges  in  two  series  of  from  67  to 
108. 

The  upper  surface  of  the  head  is  grayish  or  yellowish 
brown,  without  daric  or  light  markings.  The  ground  color 
of  the  body  is  drab,  yellow,  light  brown,  or  plumbeous,  with 
one  or  two  narrow  black,  slate,  brown,  or  olive  longitudinal 
bands.  These  bands  fade  out  on  the  tail,  and  may  extend 
onto  the  sides  of  the  head.  Sometimes  they  widen  and 
merge;  in  other  specimens  the  upper  band  is  partially  broken 
up  into  spots;  while  in  one  the  bands  are  represented  by 
blackish  shades  at  the  bases  of  the  scales.  The  upper  lip 
and  all  the  lower  surfaces  are  yellow  or  yellowish  white, 
the  tail  and  posterior  part  of  the  body  sometimes  with  an 
orange  or  reddish  cast. 


I',,.,,     i.i     V.  „.•>..  1    1    \  |V.s  I)i. 
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Ufiftk   to  mot 2IS         2$t         340         6S2         69S         ISO 

Lengtli  of  uil  .       63  60  9t         21 S         189         290 

Disirihuiion. — The  western  form  of  the  Patched-nosed 
Snake  has  been  found  in  Utah,  Nevada,  Arizona,  California, 
Sonora,  and  Lower  California. 

In  Utah,  it  has  been  taken  in  Cottonwood  Canyon,  and 
perhaps  at  Ogden  (Yarrow),  though  Cope  says  that  the 
latter  locality  needs  confirmation. 

In  Nevada,  specimens  have  been  secured  at  Las  Vegas 
and  in  the  I'alley  of  the  Virgin  River  near  St.  Thonus  and 
Bunkerville,  Clark  County,  and  at  Sutcliffe,  Pyramid  Lake, 
Washoe  County. 

In  Arizona,  it  has  been  found  at  Mowry  in  the  Pata- 
gonia Mountains,  Fort  Buchanan,  Calabasas,  and  Nogales, 
Santa  Cruz  County;  Fort  Huachuca,  and  Carr  and  Ramsey 
canyons  in  the  Huachuca  Mountains,  near  Fairhank,  and  in 
Rucker  Canyon  in  the  Chiricahua  Mountains,  Cochise 
County;  in  the  foothills  of  the  Catalina  Mountains,  and 
about  Tucson,  Pima  County;  Fort  Whipple,  Yavapai 
County;  thirty  miles  northwest  of  Phoenix,  Maricopa 
County;  ten  miles  below  Cibola  and  near  Yuma,  Yunu 
County;  and  near  White  River  Canyon,  Mohave  Village, 
and  San  Pedro  River. 

In  Sonora,  it  has  been  collected  at  Guaymas  and  Sierra 
Blanca,  as  well  as  on  Tiburon  Island,  in  the  Gulf  of  Cali- 
fornia. 

In  Lower  California,  it  occurs  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  peninsula  in  the  San  Pedro  Martir  Mountains  and  at 
San  Matias;  in  the  central  portion,  near  Comondu^  Santa 
Rosalia  and  San  Ignacio;  and  in  the  Cape  Region  at  La  Paz, 
Cape  San  Lucas,  San  Joa<  del  Cabo,  Santa  Anita,  Agua  Gal* 
iente  and  Sierra  San  Lazaro. 

In  Caltfornta,  this  nake  has  been  oollccted  in  Inyo 
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Csasyoa  m  tbe  Aigns  Kange,  AaurgoM,  Bonz  Warfcs),  Los 
Angefcs  (Arroyo  Seco  near  Fwarirm^  San  Gabriel  Moib- 
tasiHy  Sierra  Madre),  San  Benarcfiao  (OMario^  Lfde 
Crccky  and  near  San  Bemanfino/y  Rivosne  (San  JaciatO| 
San  Jacinto  MoontainSy  Rivenidcy  Riwung  at  2200  fiect, 
Rivernde  Mountain  Cblondo  River);  San  IX^o  (YaDe  de 
las  Viejas)  and  Imperial  (10  miks  cast  from  Holtville» 
Gme  Spring),  counties. 


— ^Almost  nothing  is  known  of  the  habits  of  this 
make.  They  probably  resemUe  those  of  the  racers^  One 
was  found  partly  buried  in  sand.  &innell  and  &innell 
note: 

In  August  one  was  found  dimbing  with  agility  throi^ 
wild  lilac  bushes,  when  pursued  it  took  rcfi^  in  a  scnd> 
oak  where  it  poised  rigid  along  a  branch  and  among  some 
adjacent  leaves. 

Dr.  G>ues  mentions  one,  secured  at  Fort  Whipple, 
which  had  eaten  a  whip-tailed  lizard  {Cnefmdaphonu). 

Genus  30.    Phyllorfajnichiis 

Fkyllarhynchus  SxEjifECEm,  Proc  U.  S.  Nat.  Mos^  Vol.  XIII,  1890, 
p.  151  (tfpe,  broicnt)\  Cope,  Rqxm  U.  S.  Nat.  Mos^  for  1898, 
1900,  p.  821. 

Ljtorhjnchus  Boulemcer,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mm,  Vol.  I,  1893,  p.  414 
(pm). 

The  body  is  rather  small,  with  short  tail.  The  head  is 
a  little  broader  than  the  neck«  The  rostral  plate  is  very 
much  enlarged,  has  free  lateral  borders,  and  is  produced 
badcward  on  the  upper  surface  to  the  prefrontals,  com- 
pletely separating  the  intemasals.  The  nasal  plates  are  dis- 
tinct. Loreals  are  present.  The  supralabials  are  separated 
from  the  eye  by  suboculars.  The  scales  are  keeled  or  smooth, 
without  pits.    The  anal  plate  is  divided.    Urosteges  are  in 
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two  terat.    The  eye  b  large,  with  vertical  pupil.    Pdatine 
teeth  are  present    Maxillary  dentitioci  is  dicranterian. 

Two  tpedes  are  known.    They  may  be  recognized  by 
the  following: 

Synopsis  of  Species 

a. — Scales  keeled  on  posterior  two-thirds  of  body;  tail  one* 

eighth  total  length ;  about  13  to  46  dark  spots  between 

head  and  tip  of  tail}  no  lateral  spots. 

P.  bfowulwpc  69S« 

a\ — Scales  all  smooth}  tail  about  one-eleventh  total  length} 

about  23  to  48  dark  spots  between  head  and  tip  of  tail} 

one  or  two  rows  of  lateral  spots. 

P.  decurtattts.— p.  695. 


1 53.    Phyllorhsmchus  browni  Stejneger 
Brown's  Leaf-nosed  Snake 

Pkylkrkymkmt  kr^wmi  STtjuiOBt,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Miu.,  Vol.  XIII, 
1S90,  p.  152,  fif.  (tfpc  locality,  Tocaoil,  Afisooa);  Cort,  Proc 
U.  S.  Nat.  Miu.,  Vol.  XIV,  1891,  p.  618;  Core,  Report  U.  S.  Nat. 
Mot.  for  1S9S,  1900,  p.  821,  lif.  184;  BtowM,  Proc.  Acad.  NaC* 
Sci.  PkUa.,  1901,  p.  64;  DtTMAtt,  Reptile  Book,  I907»  p-  iSJt 
Vaw  Dkhsubcn  h  Slbviii,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  j; 
191  J,  p.  39j;  SnjMBOBt  h  Bataot't,  Check  List  N.  Amer.  Ampk. 

R«pt-»  I9I7»  P*  Si* 
Ly$9ftkymkmt  kr^wmi  Bovliiiobb,  Cat.  Snaket  Brit.  Mut.,  Vol.  I,  1S9J, 

^  417. 

Description. — Head  short,  rather  high,  little  distinct 
from  neck.  Temporal  regions  not  swollen.  Rostral  very 
prominent,  broad,  with  free  lateral  edges,  recurved  on  top 
of  snout,  completely  separating  intemasals,  and  partially 
pfef rontals,  bounded  behind  fay  prefrontal,  intemasal,  nasal, 
and  first  labial  plates.  Frontal  and  parietals  rather  short. 
Supriocttlart  comparatively  small.  Anterior  and  posterior 
Msab  diitiact   Nostril  overhuiig  by  pramineat  lower  edge 
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of  internasal  plate.  True  kveal  short  and  U^i  wrnaH 
supndoreal  and  sofaloreal  plates  present.  Abont  three  pre- 
ocularSy  four  postoculais,  zad  two  srfmrnlars  luiimlftr,  the 
orbital  ring.  Temporals  three  f oUoited  bjr  three.  Sofva- 
labials  dx,  last  two  largest,  none  readung  eye.  Infralafaiak 
niney  first  and  fifth  largest,  first  pair  mcrting  on  mecfian 
line.  Genials  in  one  pair  oidy.  Scales  on  bodjr  in  19  rows, 
those  on  anterior  third  nearly  smooth,  gradually  becomiqg 
distinctly  keeled  on  posterior  two-thirds  of  body.  Anal 
plate  not  divided.  Gastrost^es  159.  Urost^es  in  two 
series  of  31. 

The  color  above  is  white  with  from  13  to  46  seal-brown 
blotches  between  the  head  and  the  tip  of  the  taiL  These 
blotches  become  paler  posteriorly.  The  first  blotch  b^ins 
three  scales  behind  the  parietals,  is  of  a  unif  (Hm  dark  color, 
rather  long  and  shaped  nearly  like  an  hour  glass,  its  anterior 
border  being  concave  and  the  anterior  lateral  auners  pro- 
duced to  the  angle  of  the  mouth.  A  broad  dark  line  crosses 
the  interorhital  space  and  is  continued  on  the  posterior  sup- 
ralabials  to  nearly  meet  the  extended  comer  of  the  first 
dorsal  blotch.  The  other  dorsal  blotches  are  more  nearly 
square,  with  rounded  comers.  Their  borders  are  darker 
than  their  central  portions,  where  the  dark  color  is  only 
powdered  over  the  white  ground.  The  white  interspaces 
are  faintly  powdered  with  brown  on  the  sides.  The  lower 
surfaces  are  white,  without  markings. 

Length  to  anoi.— . — . 283 

Length  of  uil 42 

Distribution. — Only  four  specimens  are  known.  All 
were  collected  near  Tucson,  Arizona. 

HMu. — ^Unknown.  The  first  two  specimens  were  col- 
lected by  Mn  Herbert  Brown*    Mr.  Karl  P.  Schmidt  writes 
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ne  that  two  oUien,  nudeti  wei%  taken  together  at  night, 
July  24,  1916,  at  the  San  Xavier  Miaaion,  near  Tuoon, 
Anxona* 

1 54.    Phyllorhsmchus  decuruttts  (Cope) 
Lower  Gilipornia  Leaf-nosed  Snake 

Plate  72 

Pkiwmikyrm  iamUim  Q>fc,  Proc  Aead.  Nat.  Sci.  PhiU.»  i86l,  P*  Jio 

(type  looJiry,  the  upper  part  of  Lower  CaUfornk);  Con, 

BuU.  U.  S.  Nat.  Miift.»  No.  i,  1I75,  pp.  38,  92;  Yarrow,  Bull. 
U.  S.  Nat,  Mut.,  No.  14,  1883,  pp.  15,  99;  Brloiwc,  Wctt  Amcr. 
Sdcotttt.  Vol.  III»  No.  Xi,  i887»  p.  98. 

S^lmdmm  iamuim  Garmam,  Mem.  Mua.  Conpr.  Zool.^  Cambr.,  VoL 
VIII,  Na  3,  1883,  pp.  39,  145;  Garmaii,  Bull.  Eases  Iiut.,  VoL 
XVI,  1884,  p.  15;  Core,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  31,  1887,  p. 
71;  BocovRT,  Mba.  Set.  au  Mex.,  Rept.,  lie  livr.,  1888,  p.  66j. 

nfX^tHkjmktu  dtiwuitu  STtjutCRR,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mua.,  Vol.  XIII» 
1890,  p.  154;  Cort»  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  Vol.  XIV,  1891,  p. 
tl8;  Vaw  Drwruron,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  1,  Vol.  5,  1895, 
p.  145;  Cora,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  i900»  p.  823,  fig. 
186;  Browm,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Pkila.,  1901,  p.  64;  Ditmars, 
Reptile  Book,  I907»  p.  29J;  Strjurckr  h  Barrour,  Check  list 
N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  81;  Vaw  Drmrcrcn  h  StRrtw, 
Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sd.»  Ser.  4f  Vol.  Xl»  I9iit  pp*  5i»  ^;  Nrlsov, 
Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  Sd.»  Vol.  XVI,  1911,  pp.  114,  115;  Atsatt, 
Copeia,  1921,  Na  96,  p.  38;  Trrroii,  Mem.  j  Reir.  Soc.  Cienc. 
Antonio  Aliate,  Vol.  39,  I92i»  pp.  164,  170. 

t^$9tkymkms  iamuiut  Boulrworr,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mus.,  VoL  l» 

l*9J.  P-  417. 

D^scrifiion. — Head  short,  not  high,  little  distinct  from 
neck.  Temporal  regions  not  swollen*  Rostral  very  promt- 
scat,  broad,  with  free  lateral  edges,  recurved  on  top  of 
anoiit,  completely  separating  intemasals,  in  contact  with  pre- 
frontals, bounded  behind  by  prefrontal,  intemasal,  anterior 
mmdp  and  first  labial  plates.  Frontal  short.  A  pair  of  large 
parierala,    Supraooulaiv  comparatively  smalL    Anterior  and 
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posterior  nasals  distinct.     Loreals  three,  true  loreal  one, 

short  and  high;  one  or  two  small  subloreals.    Two  or  three 

preoculars,  two  or  three  postoculars  and  one  or  two  subocu- 

lars  complete  the  orbital  ring.     Temporals  two,  three,  or 

four  followed  by  about  three.     Supralabials  six,  two  or 

three   posterior   largest,  none  reaching   eye.     Infralabials  4^^ 

nine,  first  and  fifth  largest,  first  pair  meeting  on  median  ^  V^:^ 

line.    Genials  in  one  pair,  or  posterior  pair  small.    Scales  :  v-i 


on  body  in  1 9  rows,  everywhere  smooth.  Anal  plate  not 
divided.  Gastrosteges  varying  in  number  from  161  to  183. 
Urosteges  in  two  series  of  from  26  to  35. 

The  color  above  is  whitish  with  from  23  to  48  chocolate- 
brown  blotches  between  the  head  and  the  tip  of  the  tail. 
These  blotches  are  more  or  less  irregular  in  size  and  shape 
but  their  borders  usually  are  more  or  less  concave  in  front 
and  behind.  The  blotches  are  paler  centrally,  where  the 
brown  color  is  merely  sprinkled  over  the  white  ground. 
Along  the  sides  are  smaller  brown  spots,  two  or  three  scales 
in  diameter,  in  a  more  or  less  double  series,  usually  alternat- 
ing with  the  dorsal  blotches.  A  broad  dark  line  crosses  the 
head  on  the  prefrontals  and  is  continued  down  and  bade 
through  the  eye  to  a  point  above  the  angle  of  the  mouth. 
There  are  a  few  irregular  spots  on  the  posterior  portion  of 
the  frontal,  the  parietals,  the  anterior  portion  of  the  nedc, 
and  some  of  the  supralabials.  The  lower  surfaces  are  white, 
without  markings. 

Length  to  anus 272         321         363 

Length  of  tail 28  29  40 


Distribution. — Only  five  specimens  of  this  snake  have 
been  found.  The  original  one  was  brought  from  the  ^^upper 
part  of  Lower  California"  by  Mr.  William  M.  Gabb.  Mr. 
Belding  and  Mr.  Slevin  each  secured  one  at  La  Paz  near 
the  southern  end  of  the  peninsula.    The  fourth  specimen 
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WIS  collected  fay  Mr.  Herbert  Brown  at  Yuma,  ArizocuL 
Miaa  Atsatt  recently  recorded  the  finding  of  one  in  the 
wish  from  Tahquitz  Creek,  near  Pilm  Springs,  Riverude 
Gxmty,  California. 

Remsrkj. — This  and  the  preceding  may  eventually  be 
found  to  be  one  species.  There  is  little  if  any  difference 
except  in  the  keeling  of  the  scales. 

HsbiU. — Miss  Atsatt  very  kindly  has  furnished  me  with 
a  photograph  of  the  snake  found  at  Tahquitz  Creek,  and 
the  following  notes  on  the  habits: 

^he  specimen  of  Phyllorhynchus  decurisius  lived  until 
July.  It  is  now  in  the  Museum  of  Vertebrate  Zoology  of 
the  University  of  California.  During  the  period  it  was  un- 
der observation  if  it  was  in  a  box  of  sand  open  to  the  light 
it  spent  most  of  the  time  under  the  sand.  When  it  was  dug 
out  of  the  loose  sand  and  placed  on  top  it  soon  reburied 
itself.  When  stimulated  by  light  or  other  means  the  snake 
could  bury  itself  completely  in  two  or  three  minutes.  Sev- 
eral times  attempts  were  made  at  digging  a  hole.  Perhaps 
it  digs  its  own  tunnel  under  a  rock.  Light  rather  than  heat 
•eemed  to  be  the  stimulus  to  produce  hiding  in  sand.  Food 
was  persistently  rejected  although  some  beaten  egg  was 
licked  off  snout  when  the  snake  could  not  reach  a  surface  on 
which  to  rub  it  off.  Several  times  water  was  drunk  from 
the  tnd  of  a  pipette.'* 

Genus  31.    Blaphe 

C^imkfT  Bolt,  \u%  vrm  Okrn,  tS36,  p.  209  (typr,  C,  /fstesftms);  Core, 
Bull.  V,  S.  Nat.  Mm.,  So.  1,  i97<,  p.  19:  BoriKHctK,  Cat.  Snakes 
Brit.  MiM.,  Vol.  II,  iS94,  p.  34;  Cort,  Report  I*.  S.  Nat.  Mua., 
for  1S9S,  1900,  p.  %2$. 
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Elaphe  FiTziNGER  in  Wagler,  Descr.  Icon.  Amplub.,  Pt.  3,  i833»  text  to 
plate  27  (type,  E.  parreysii''quatuarlineata);  Stejnbgbr,  BuIL 
U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.y  No.  58,  1907,  p.  307. 

Scotophis  Baird  &  Giraro,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rept.,  Pt.  I,  Serpents,  1853, 
P«  73  (^ypc>  Coluber  alleghaniensis). 

The  body  is  rather  long  and  moderately  slender,  sub- 
cylindric,  with  tail  elongate  and  tapering.  The  head  is 
distinct  from  the  neck,  large,  long,  with  flattened  top  and 
rounded  snout  Its  plates  are  normal.  The  nasal  plates 
are  not  united.  Usually  one  or  two  preoculars,  two  post- 
oculars,  and  a  loreal.  Scales  on  body  keeled  or  smooth, 
usually  with  two  apical  pits.  The  anal  plate  is  divided. 
Urosteges  are  in  two  series.  The  eye  is  moderately  large, 
with  round  pupil.    Maxillary  teeth  about  equal  in  size. 

A  large  number  of  species  have  been  described  from 
Europe,  Asia  and  America.  They  usually  have  been  referred 
to  imder  the  generic  name  Coluber.  Two  species  have  been 
found  within  the  geographic  limits  of  the  present  work. 
They  may  be  distinguished  by  the  following 

Synopsis  of  Species 

a. — Gastrosteges  more  than  265}  urosteges  fewer  than  95} 

supralabials  10  or  11. 

E.  rosaliae. — ^p.  698. 

z. — Gastrosteges  fewer  than  265}  urosteges  more  than  95} 

supralaUals  eight  or  nine. 

E.  chlorosoma. — p.  700. 

155.    Elaphe  rosaliae  (Mocquard) 
Yellow  Snake 

Coluber  rosalia  Mocquard,  Nouv.  Arch.  Mus.  Hist.  Nat.,  Paris,  Scr.  4, 
Vol.  1, 1899,  p.  321,  pi.  12,  figs.  I,  la-b  (type  locality,  Santa  Rosaliai 

Lower  Caltfomiat  Mexico). 
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Ekpki  fssKm  Stbjwbcer  &  Barbour,  Check  List  N.  Amcr.  Amph. 
Rcp<*»  I9>79  P*  S4:  Van  Denburoh  h  Sttviify  Proc.  Cal.  Ac«d. 
Sci.,  Scr.  4,  VoL  XI,  1911,  pp.  51,  66;  Netftoif,  Mem.  Nat.  Ac«d. 
ScL,  Vol.  XVI,  1921,  p.  114. 

D^scripiion. — Head  long,  distinct  from  neck,  with  sonie- 
what  flattened  top,  and  elongate  snout.  Body  rather  slender, 
a  little  compressed  laterally.  Tail  tapering^  rather  short. 
Rostral  large^  much  broader  than  high,  recurved  but  little 
above,  bounded  behind  by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal  and  first 
labial  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a  pair  of  intemasals, 
a  much  larger  pair  of  prefrontals,  a  frontal,  in  contact  with 
pfftocular,  much  broader  anteriorly  than  behind,  a  pair  of 
supraoculars  very  narrow  anteriorly,  and  a  pair  of  large 
parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  distinct.  True 
loreal  single,  elongate,  iinth  a  subloreal.  Preoculars  two,  the 
lower  small.  Postoculars  three.  Temporals  small  and 
numerous,  three,  four  or  two,  in  the  first  row.  Supralabials 
10  or  1 1,  ninth  largest,  fifth  or  sixth  reaching  eye.  Inferior 
labials  13  or  12,  seventh  largest,  first  pair  meeting  on 
median  line.  Genials  in  two  pairs,  the  posterior  much 
smaller.  Scales  on  body  rather  small,  short,  smooth,  with 
two  apical  pits,  in  33  or  34  rows,  those  of  the  outer  rows 
somewhat  larger.  Anal  plate  divided.  Gastrostegcs  vary- 
ing in  number  at  least  from  277  to  286.  Urosteges  in  two 
series  of  from  83  to  84  (two  females). 

The  color  above  is  a  uniform  olive  or  reddish  brown 
without  dark  markings,  becoming  yelloinsh  or  greeiush  to- 
wards the  gastrosteges.  The  edges  of  the  scales  are  a  little 
darker.    The  lower  surfaces  are  grayish  or  greenish  yellow. 

LtMtk  to  MM     711        1010 

LtMtk  of  tail III  101 

Disiri^miion. — ^This  snake  is  known  from  only  two  speci- 
mens.   The  type  was  obtained  near  Santa  Rosalia,  in  tke 
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middle  portion  of  Lower  California.  Mr.  Slevin  secured 
one  at  the  spring  of  San  Bartolo  in  the  Cape  Region. 

Habits. — Mocquard  states:  "Ce  serpent  vit  dans  les 
buissons,  sur  lesquels  il  se  tient  ordinairement  perche  et  se 
meut  avec  une  grande  agilite." 

Our  specimen  was  found  on  the  sand  in  the  arroyo  at 
San  Bartolo. 

1 56.    Elaphe  chlorosoma  (Giinther) 
Mexican  Green  Snake 

Colubtr  chlorosoma  Gunther,  Biologia  Centrali-Americana,  Rept.,  1 894, 

p.  115,  pi.  41  (type  locality,  Atoyak  and  Amula  in  Guerrero 
and  San  Ramon  in  Jalisco,  Mexico). 

Elaffu  chlorosoma  Stone,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1811,  p.  231; 
Stejneger  &  Barbour,  Check  List  N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept,  1917f 
p.  82. 

Description. — Head  long,  distinct  from  nedc,  with  some- 
what flattened  top,  and  elongate  snout.  Body,  rather 
slender,  a  little  compressed  laterally.  Tail  tapering,  rather 
short.  Rostral  large,  much  broader  than  high,  recurved 
but  little  above,  bounded  behind  by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal 
and  first  labial  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a  pair  of 
intemasals,  a  much  larger  pair  of  prefrontals,  a  frontal 
usually  in  contact  with  preocular  and  much  broader  anteriorly 
than  behind,  a  pair  of  supraoculars  very  narrow  anteriorly, 
and  a  pair  of  large  parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals 
distinct*  True  loreal  single,  elongate,  without  subloreal. 
Preoculars  one.  Postoculars  two.  Temporals  small  and 
numerous,  about  three  in  the  first  row.  Supralabials  eight 
or  nine,  seventh  largest,  fifth  and  sixth  or  fourth  and  fifth, 
reaching  eye.  Inferior  labials  eleven,  fifth  and  sixth  largest, 
first  pair  meeting  on  median  line.  Genials  in  two  pairs,  the 
posterior  longer  but  very  narrow.  Scales  on  body  rather  small, 
short,  smooth,  with  two  apical  pitS}  in  33  rows,  those  of  the 
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outer  rowi  somewhat  larger.  Anal  plate  dividecL  Gastrosteges 
varying  in  number  at  least  from  246  to  260.  Urosteges  in 
two  series  of  from  107  to  1 13. 

The  color  above  is  uniform  greenish  olive.  On  stretch- 
ing the  skin  the  base  of  each  scale  may  be  seen  to  be  blacky 
with  a  whitish  spot  on  each  «de  of  the  scale.  The  lower 
parts  are  uniform  whitish,  or  yellow.  There  are  no  definite 
markings  even  in  young  specimens. 

Lenfth   to  anui        - ..« 660         %f 

Lcnftli  of  uil 210 

Distribution. — Originally  described  from  specimens 
from  Guerrero  and  Jalisco,  Mexico,  this  snake  has  since 
been  found  in  the  Santa  Rita  Mountains,  Santa  Cruz  G>unty, 
Arizona.  Dr.  Stone  has  recorded  the  two  specimens  taken 
there  by  Dr.  H.  A.  Pilsbry,  in  1910.  One  of  these  was 
secured  in  Agia  Caliente  Canyon,  at  an  altitude  of  6,000 
feet. 

Genus  32.    Arizona 

Arizfms  KK^Micnrrr,  U.  S.  Mci.  Bound.  Surv.,  Vol.  II,  18(9,  Rcpc., 
p.  IS  (type,  0iigami)\  Van  Dr.HnrRf.ii,  Proc.  AcjJ.  Sci.,  Scr.  }, 
Vol.  4»  1906.  p.  66. 

The  body  is  long  and  slender,  with  tail  of  moderate 
length.  The  neck  is  constricted  somewhat,  so  that  the  head 
b  distinct.  The  snout  is  long,  rounded,  and  but  little  lower 
than  the  flat  top  of  the  head.  The  cephalic  plates  arc  nor- 
mal. The  nasals  rarely  unite  above  the  nostril.  One  (or 
two)  preocular,  two  (or  one)  postoculars,  and  a  loreal  are 
present.  Temporals  are  2+3  or  2+4.  The  scales  are 
smooch,  in  27  to  31  rows.  The  anal  plate  is  single.  Uros- 
teges are  in  two  series.  The  eye  is  moderately  large,  with 
pupil  nearly  round  in  many  alcohol  specimens  but  vertically 
elliptic  in  life. 
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top  of  heady  a  ptir  of  internasals,  a  pair  of  prefrontals,  a 
frontal,  supraocular  of  each  ude,  and  a  pair  of  large  pane- 
tals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  usually  distinct,  but 
sometimes  united  above  nostril.  Loreal  elongate.  One  or 
two  preoculars  and  two  or  one  postoculars.  Temporals 
normally  two  followed  by  three,  sometimes  2+4  or  2+5, 
lower  scale  of  first  row  often  elongate.  Eight,  or  rarely 
seven  or  nine,  superior  and  11  to  15,  usually  13,  inferior 
labials,  sixth  or  seventh  superior  and  seventh  or  eighth  in- 
ferior usually  largest,  fourth  and  fifth  superior  normally 
reaching  eye,  first  pair  of  inferior  meeting  on  median  line. 
Two  pairs  of  genials,  posterior  narrower  and  shorter  or  but 
little  longer  than  anterior.  Scales  on  body  smooth,  thin, 
sn  27  to  31  rows.  Anal  plate  not  divided.  Gastrosteges 
varying  in  number  from  209  to  227.  Urosteges  in  two 
series  of  from  45  to  59. 

The  ground  color  is  pale  brown  or  yellowish  gray, 
lighter  near  the  middle  of  the  back,  along  which  is  a  series 
of  dark-edged  brown  or  gray  blotches.  The  sides  are  marbled 
with  similar  but  smaller  blotches  in  more  or  less  alternating 
rows.  The  tail  is  similarly  colored.  In  young,  a  dark 
streak  runs  from  the  eye,  to  the  comer  of  the  mouth,  and 
another  between  the  eyes,  crossing  the  posterior  edges  of 
the  prefrontal  plates  as  in  Pituophis.  These  streaks  are  faded 
or  absent  in  adults.  The  lower  surfaces  are  a  beautiful  pale 
yellomsh  white,  without  markings. 

The  colon  in  life  of  an  adult  male  taken  at  Yunu,  March 
19,  1912,  were  as  follows:  The  head  is  light  olive  with 
darker  olive  markings.  The  lower  surfaces  and  two  or 
three  rows  of  lateral  scales  are  white.  The  scales  between 
the  blotches  on  the  sides  and  along  the  middle  of  the  hack 
are  yellowish  with  whitish  edges  and  with  reddish  brown 
matldngs  near  the  base  of  each  scale.  The  dark  blotches  are 
m  part  blackish  brawn,  in  part  deep  olive. 
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Lcnph  to  anus 231         282         730         860         870        917 

Length  of  toil 33  33         122         160         125         US 

Distribution. — ^This  beautiful  snake  has  been  taken  in 
Texas,  Oklahoma,  New  Mexico,  Ari2x>na,  California,  and 
Lower  California. 

In  Mexico,  it  ranges  south  to  the  dty  of  Chihuahua. 
It  occurs  in  both  Upper  and  Lower  Sonoran  zones. 

In  Arizona,  it  has  been  taken  near  Tucson,  Pima  County} 
at  Camp  Grant,  Graham  County  j  on  the  mesa  south  of 
Fort  Mohave,  Mohave  Countyj  near  Phoenix,  Maricopa 
County}  and  at  Yuma,  Yuma  County. 

In  Lower  California,  it  probably  is  confined  to  the 
northern  end  of  the  peninsula,  where  it  has  been  secured  at 
Ensenada,  San  Tomas,  and  San  Quintin. 

In  California,  the  most  northern  localities  are  Fresno, 
Fresno  County,  and  McKittrick,  Kern  County.  Farther 
south,  it  has  been  found  in  Los  Angeles  (Alhambra),  San 
Bernardino  (near  Ontario),  Riverside  (Riverside,  San  Jadn- 
to),  and  San  Diego  (between  Carlsbad  and  Oceandde,  War- 
ner's Ranch,  Padf  ic  Beach,  west  slope  of  coast  range  on  San 
Diego  wagon  road,  Campo,  and  Valledto),  counties,  and 
on  the  Mohave  Desert. 

Habits. — ^A  captive  individual  ate  a  Brown-shouldered 
Lizard  {Uta  stansburiana) .  A  fine  male  dug  out  of  a  hole 
in  a  sand  hill  east  of  Yuma,  Arizona,  contained  a  Dipso^ 
saurus  dorsalis  which  it  had  eaten. 


Genus  33. 

PUuofhis  HoLBRooK,  N.  Amer.  Herpet.,  Ed.  2,  Vol.  IV,  1842,  p.  7 

(type,  msianoleucus), 
Churchillia  Baird  &  Giraro,  Stansbnry'i,  Exped.  Gt.  Salt  Lake,  18S2, 

p.  3 SO  (type,  bMona). 

The  body  is  long  but  rather  stout,  with  tail  of  moderate 
length.    The  neck  usually  is  slightly  constricted,  so  that  the 
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head  tppears  little  distinct  from  it  The  snout  is  long, 
narrowly  rounded,  and  projecting  beyond  the  lower  jaw. 
The  head  plates  show  many  variationsy  but  when  typical 
are  normal  except  that  there  are  four  prefrontals.  The 
nasals  usually  arc  distinct.  One  or  two  preoculars,  two  to 
four  postoculars,  and  a  loreal  are  present.  Temporals  are 
many  and  very  variable.  The  scales  are  in  27  to  J  7  rows, 
the  dorsals  keeled,  some  of  the  lateral  rows  smooth.  The 
anal  plate  is  single.  Urostegcs  are  in  two  series.  The  eye 
is  large,  with  round  pupil. 

The  snakes  of  this  genus  are  popularly  known  as  Gopher 
or  Bull  Snakes.  Seven  kinds  occur  iirithin  the  geographical 
limits  of  this  work.  The  differences  between  them  arc  set 
forth  in  the  following  table  of  averages  and  synopsis  of 
species  and  subspecies. 
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Synopsis  of  Species  and  Subspecies 
a. — Coloration  on  anterior  half  of  body  not  largely  red. 
b. — ^The  number  of  gastrosteges  less  the  number  of  dorsal 

blotches  on  body  and  tail  rarely  exceeds  151. 

c. — Gastrosteges  fewer  (200  to  230),  average  fewer  than 

225}  urosteges  fewer  (51  to  80),  average  in  males  70, 

females  63),  scale  rows  usually  (70  to  75%)  not  more 

than  31. 

d. — ^Dorsal  blotches  more  numerous  on  body  (56  to 

93,  average  70)  and  tail  (14  to  30,  average  21 ,4). 

P.  c.  catenif er. — p.  707. 
d*. — ^Dorsal  blotches  fewer  on  body  (48  to  70,  average 
57.6)  and  tail  (13  to  19,  average  15). 

P.  c.  heermanni. — p.  715. 
c*. — Gastrosteges  more  numerous  (217  to  243),  average 
more  than  225;  urosteges  more  numerous  (62  to  85, 
average  in  males  76,  females  70);  scale-rows  usually 
(63%)  more  than  31.  Dorsal  blotches  numerous 
on  body  (54  to  89,  average  74)  and  tail  (14  to  29, 
average  22.8). 

P.  c.  annectens. — ^p.  719. 

b*. — ^The  number  of  gastrosteges  less  the  number  of  dorsal 

blotches   on  body  and  tail   usually  exceeds    151; 

gastrosteges  more  than  220. 

cc. — ^The  sum  of  the  number  of  scale-rows  and  of  pre- 

oculars  on  both  sides  of  head  rarely  exceeds  33; 

usually  one  preocular. 

P.  c.  stejnegeri. — ^p.729. 

cc*. — ^The  sum  of  the  number  of  scale-rows  and  of  pre- 

oculars  on  both  sides  of  head  usually  exceeds  33. 

dd. — ^The  sum  of  the  number  of  caudal  bldtches  and 

preoculars  of  both  sides  of  head  usually  exceeds 

16;   usually  two  preoculars;    posterior  dorsal 

blotches  not  distinctly  reddish. 

P.  c.  deserticola. — p.  72$. 
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dd*. — ^The  mm  of  the  number  of  caudal  hlotdies  and 

preoculars  of  both  tides  of  head  rarely  exceeds 

16;    usually   one   preocular;    posterior  dorsal 

blotches  often  distinctly  reddish  or  red-brown. 

P.  c  nttilus.— p.  7SS. 

a*. — dloration   on   anterior   half   of   body   largely   red. 

Gastrostegcs  233  to  257}  scales  usually  in  35  or  33 

rows;  dorsal  blotches  few  (average  44  on  body,  11 

on  tail);  supralabials  usually  nine  or  more. 

P.  ▼ertcbralis. — p.  717. 

158.    Pituophia  catenif er  catenif er  ( Blain  ville ) 

Coast  Gopher  Snahe 
Plate  74 

Cs/hAtt  esuwi/fr  Blainvillb,  Nouv.  Ann.  Mus.  Hitf.  Nac.»  Vol.  IV, 
iS3(»  p.  190,  pi.  36,  fig«.  Lib  (type  locality.  CaUfomia);  Bou- 
LENOEft,  Cat.  Snaket  Brit.  Mui.»  Vol.  Il,  1894,  p.  67  (part). 

Pitu0pkis  iMiiniftr  Baiko  hi  GiKAto^  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rept.,  Ft.  I,  Serp., 
1853,  p.  69;  GiKAto,  I'.  S.  Explor.  Fxpcd.»  Herp.»  1858,  p.  135^ 
pi.  VIII,  6gt.  1.7;  GCHTMca,  Cat.  Colub.  .Snakes  Brit.  Mu«.,  1858, 
p.  87;  Van  DcHBtacN,  Occas.  Papers  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  V,  1897, 
p.  195  (part);  Van  DcHBuacN,  Proc.  .^mer.  Philoi.  Soc.,  Vol. 
XXXVII,  No.  157,  p.  I40;  McLaim,  Critical  Notes,  1899,  p.  It; 
DiTMAts,  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  330,  pi.  XCIX,  fig.  3  (part); 
Vav  DcNBt-aciN,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  Ill,  191  ^t  P- 
158  (part);  Van  DtHBi-aoN  hi  Stevtif,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr. 
4t  Vol.  IV,  1914,  p.  136;  Sroaca,  Copeta,  1916,  No.  3(,  p.  74. 

Pitm^pkit  f^i/kesii  Baiao  Ac  GiaAao,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rept.,  Pt.  1,  Serp.f 
liHi  P-  7i  (type  locality,  Poftt  Sooodt  Oragoo);  Giraro,  U.  S. 
Esplor.  Kxpcd.y  i8$8,  p.  137,  pi.  IX,  fifs.  1.7;  LoRO»  NaturaUtc 
Vancouver  Island,  Vol.  II,  1866,  p.  307  (part). 

Piiypkis  €^Uu$Jtr  Core,  Bull.  L*.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  I,  1875,  p  39* 
Com,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1893,  p.  ^1  (part);  Cort. 
Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  (ur  1898,  1900,  p.  876  (part). 

Pkypku  isji  ssji  Yarrov,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  No.  34,  1883,  p  105 
(p«rt). 
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Pityophis  says  bellons  Yarrow  &  Henshaw,  Ann.  Rep.  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers for  1878,  Surv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  Appendix  NN,  1878,  p.  aia 
(part);  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  24, 1883,  p.  106  (part). 

Pityophis  catenifer  catenifer  Brown,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1901, 
p.  S3  (part). 

Pituophis  catenijer  catenifer  Grinnell  &  Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  ZooL, 
Vol.  17,  No.  10, 1917,  p.  193  (part);  Stejneger  &  Barbour,  Check 
List  N.  Amcr.  Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  85;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin, 
Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  IX,  1919,  p.  an,  pis.  XI,  XII, 
fig.  I  (part);  Van  Denburgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Sen  4,  VoL  X, 
No.  I,  1920,  p.  13. 

Description. — ^Head  rather  flat-topped  or  rounded,  with 
snout  projecting  and  rather  narrow.  Temporal  regions  not 
swollen.  Rostral  plate  very  large,  prominent,  not  very 
narrow  but  often  recurved  between  intemasals  on  top  of 
snout;  bounded  behind  by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal,  and 
first  labial  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a  pair  of  inter- 
nasals,  four,  two,  one,  three,  five,  six,  or  eight  prefrontals, 
a  frontal,  supraocular  of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of  parietals. 
Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  usually  distinct,  sometimes 
united.  Loreal  usually  elongate.  One  or  usually  two  pre- 
oculars,  and  two  to  five,  usually  three,  postoculars.  Tips 
of  some  labials  often  cut  off,  forming  suboculars  or  loreals. 
Seven  to  10,  usually  eight,  and  10  to  14,  usually  13  or  12, 
inferior  labials,  next  to  last  superior  and  sixth  or  seventh 
inferior  usually  largest  in  its  series,  fourth  or  fifth  superior 
usually  reaching  eye,  first  pair  of  inferior  meeting  on  median 
line.  Temporals  in  first  row  varying  from  two  to  six, 
usually  four  or  three,  very  variable.  Two  pairs  of  genials, 
anterior  much  larger  than  posterior.  Scales  on  body  in  29 
to  33  rows,  usually  31,  keeled  except  in  a  varying  number 
(about  three  to  10)  of  rows  on  each  side.  Anal  plate  not 
divided.  Gastrosteges  varying  in  number  from  200  to  230, 
males  having  from  207  to  230,  females  from  200  to  230. 
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Urottegw  in  tiM  series  of  from  53  to  79,  males  laving  from 
59  to  79,  females  from  53  to  78. 

The  ground  color  is  pale  brown  or  yellowish  gray, 
sometimes  obscured  by  the  spreading  of  the  blotches  or  the 
presence  of  dark  marks  along  the  keels  of  its  scales.  Along 
the  middle  of  the  back  between  the  head  and  a  point  over 
the  anus  is  a  series  of  from  56  to  93  (average  70)  dark  brown 
or  black  blotches.  On  the  upper  surface  of  the  tail  arc  from 
14  to  30  (average  21.4)  dark  blotches.  There  are  several 
seriet  of  smaller  alternating  dark  blotches  or  spots  on  the 
sides.  These  spots  sometimes  tend  to  unite  to  form  longi- 
tudinal lines.  Across  the  top  of  the  head,  between  the 
preocular  plates,  is  a  line  of  black  or  brown.  A  similar  line 
runs  down  from  the  center  of  the  eye  and  another  back  and 
down  from  the  upper  postocular  plate.  The  lower  surfaces 
are  yellowish  white,  usually  maculated  with  black  or  brown. 

Length  to  inoi    SIS         660         820         S60       1200       1260 

Length  of  uil $2         13$         I6S         170         270         210 


—  One  specimen  has  no  loreal  plates;  the 
other  103  all  have  the  normal  loreal  1 — 1.  The  preoculars 
arc  2 — 2  in  seventy-nine,  or  789{ ;  1 — I  in  seventeen,  or 
I6Vr ;  and  I — 2  in  six,  or  6['t .  The  postoculars  arc  3 — 3  in 
seventy -one,  or  69  7r;  3—4  in  eighteen,  or  17%;  4—4  in 
eleven,  or  II  ^r  ;  4 — 5  in  one,  or  I  %.  2 — 3  in  one,  or  I  %  j 
and  2 — 2  in  one,  or  1 7c .  The  temporals  are  4—4  in  thirty- 
nine,  or  3i['f  ;  3 — 3  in  twcnty-sif,  or  25  Vr ;  3—4  in  twenty- 
one,  or  20?r ;  4 — 5  in  nine,  or  97f  ;  2 — 3  in  three,  or  3^  ; 
2—2  in  three,  or  3Vr;  5 — 5  in  one,  or  1%;  and  2—4  in 
one, or  I  %.  The  supralabials  are  8 — 8  in  fifty-six,  or  54% } 
8 — 9  in  twenty-seven,  or  26' I  ;  9 — 9  in  fourteen,  or  14%; 
^—10  in  three,  or  3';r;  7 — 8  in  two,  or  2%;  and  10—10 
in  one,  or  1%.  The  infralabials  are  I3^>I3  in  thirty-two^ 
or  31%}  12—12  in  twenCy-fwo,  or  2 1  % ;  12—13  in 
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teen,  or  18%  j  1 1 — 12  in  nine,  or  9%}  13 — 14  in  seven,  or 
7%;  11— llinsix,or6%}  11— 13  in  three,  or  3%;  10—10 
in  three,  or  3%  J  14 — 14  in  one,  or  l%j  and  10 — 11  in  one, 
or  1  %•  The  scale-rows  are  31  in  sixty-nine,  or  68%  j  33  in 
twenty,  or  20%j  and  29  in  twelve,  or  12%}  the  average  is 
31.1  rows.  The  gastrosteges  vary  in  number  from  200  to 
230,  males  having  from  207  to  230,  females  from  200  to 
230;  the  average  in  54  males  is  217,  in  46  females  is  220. 
The  urosteges  vary  from  53  to  79,  males  having  from  59 
to  79,  females  from  53  to  78}  the  average  in  S3  males  is  69, 
in  45  females,  64. 

The  dark  blotches  between  head  and  anus  in  75  speci- 
mens vary  from  56  to  93,  the  average  being  70.  On  the 
tail,  in  83  specimens,  they  vary  from  14  to  30,  and  average 
21.4. 

Distribution. — ^The  G)ast  Gopher  Snake  occupies  a 
rather  narrow  strip  of  territory  along  the  Pacific  Coast  of 
the  United  States  from  British  Columbia  (Sumass)  and 
Puget  Sound  to  Santa  Barbara  County,  California.  The 
eastern  limit  of  its  range  in  the  far  north  is  not  known,  but 
does  not  include  eastern  Washington,  where  other  subspecies 
occur. 

In  Washington,  gopher  snakes  taken  at  Puget  Sound, 
Fort  Steilacoom,  Wenass  River,  and  at  Meadow  Creek  in 
Chelan  County,  probably  belong  to  this  subspecies,  but  have 
not  been  recently  examined. 

In  southern  Oregon,  it  occurs  near  Roseburg  and  in  the 
Camas  Mountains,  in  Douglas  County,  but  not  near  Kla- 
math Falls,  Klamath  County,  where  it  is  replaced  by  P. 
catemjer  heermatim. 

In  California,  it  occupies  the  coast  ranges  and  vallejrs 
east  to  the  western  edges  of  the  Sacramento  and  San  Joaquin 
valleys,  where  it  intergrades  with  and,  farther  east,  is  re- 
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plaoed  by  P.  csi^mfer  he0mumm  in  the  north  and  P.  caism^ 
fer  d^serikoU  in  the  south.  Still  farther  south,  it  probably 
ttttergradea  with  P.  catetAfer  snnectens  in  Santa  Barbara  or 
Ventura  County.  It  has  been  taken  in  ^skiyou  (Fort  Jones, 
Callahan,  Mt.  Shasta),  Humboldt  (GarberviUe),  Trinity 
(Yolla  Bolly  Mountain),  Mendocino  (ten  miles  south  from 
Willitf),  Lake  (Middletown,  Kelseyville,  Lower  Lake), 
Sooonui  (Petaluma,  Duncan  Mills,  Guemeville,  Monte 
Rio),  Napa  (Napa),  Solano  (Buddha  Canyon),  Marin  (In- 
vcmeas.  Point  Reyes  Station,  Mailliard,  Mt.  Tamalpais, 
Lagunitas,  Manzanita,  San  Anselmo),  Contra  Costa  (Wal- 
nut Creek,  Antioch,  Contra  Costa,  San  Pablo  Valley,  Mt. 
Diablo,  Moraga  Valley),  Alameda  (Berkeley,  Oakland, 
Haywards),  San  Francisco,  San  Mateo  (Millbrx),  Santa 
Clara  (Palo  Alto,  Stanford  University,  Sunnyvale,  San 
Jose,  Los  Gatos,  Alma,  Coyote,  Coyote  Creek),  Santa  Cruz 
(Glen wood.  Corral itos,  Soquel),  San  Benito  (San  Juan), 
Monterey,  Carmel,  Bradley,  Soledad,  Cobum,  Welby, 
Metz),  San  Luis  Obispo  (San  Miguel,  Pismo,  Edna,  Indian 
Creek,  San  Juan  River,  Source  of  the  Salinas  River),  and 
Santa  Barbara  (Santa  Cruz  Island)  counties. 

UMis. — The  Gopher  or  Bull  Snake  is  the  largest  as 
well  as  one  of  the  most  abundant  of  Califomian  serpents. 
Individuals  more  than  six  feet  long  are  rarely  found.  These 
are  usually  very  gentle  and  show  little  resentment  even 
when  roughly  handled.  The  younger  snakes,  however,  some- 
times strike  fiercely,  but  of  course  harmlessly.  This  snake 
shares  with  many  others  the  curious  habit  of  rapidly  vibrat- 
ing the  tip  of  its  tail  when  excited^  an  action  which  some- 
timet,  when  the  tail  happens  to  strike  upon  dry  leaves  or 
grass,  produces  a  sound  not  unlike  the  warning  whir  of  the 
nttleanake.  Its  food,  so  far  as  is  known,  consists  of  small 
mammals,  of  which  gophers  are  said  to  form  a  large  part. 


iii. li:.  6&t&diu^jii 


Young  bmfe'^  al^~  sonle^ihes  ar^  €aXi6n.  Ott  ohe  obcanotf  z- 
IMf^growtt  snake  of  dus-  k^d  wa»  f ouhd  in  to'  aviiuy  )^ditf 
doniestiit  <aiiani»  ^r^  biteding'.  The  sinake  had  dra#kd 
iiittf  de  dige  thi^t^  the  hdf-itich'  me^  of  tMmrt  n6t^ 
Without  SfBdjit^.'  ^ar  havm^  dined  oh  the  confenls  6# 
a  niest,  hio^^d^,  thH  di^^r  of  tht^  sk^e  was'  so  miidfi' 
iiicreased  thkt  it  tould  ndc  ^sca^  and  tvai^  kilkd.  Wh^  I 
opened  it  I  fotlhd  tSiree  nearly'  flbdged  y66lA^  dmaneir. 

I  once  saw  a  B'o3^Ie's  Milk  Sniake  kill'  ahd  eat!  a  PttudpMs 
e.  cdi^ifer  wKieh  w^  6hly  abbut  three  iiiches  shorter  than 
itself.    See  plate  No.  82  for  photoglyphs. 

A  feniale  gopher  snake  wKich  I  had  iii  capti\aty  had  been 
captured  a  few  days  before  "in  a  marsh  near  Palo  Alto,*^ 
Santa  Clara  County,  California.  During  the  next  few  days 
this  snake  lay  almost  motionless  in  a  small  box  in  my  office 
in  the  California  Academy  of  Sciences.  On  the  afternoon 
of  July  1 3y  however^  it  became  very  restless  and  seriously 
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injured  its  ^nout  in  attempting  to  find  some  hole  through" 
Which  it  might  escape  from  its  prison.  The  next  morning- 
July  14 — ^to  my  surprise,  several  eggs  were  in  the  box,  and 
the  number  was  added  to  at  intervals  until  by  noon  of  the 
next  day,  1 9  eggs  had  been  laid. 

The  eggs  when  first  laid  are  covered  with  a  loose,  soft, 
stidcy^  parchment-like  white  membrane.  This  quickly  dries 
and  ha(!rdens^  shrininng  upon  the  substance  of  the  egg  until 
quite  tense  and  cementing  each  egg  to  the  others  upon  which 
it  is  laid.  After  the  membranous  ^hell  has*  become  dry  it 
ceased  to  shrink,  and  if  the  substance  of  the  egg  be  reduced, 
ad  by  eviaporation,  wrinkles  appear  tipoh  its  surface.  How- 
ever,^  the  softness-  of  the  sheU  and  its  power  to  shrink  upon 
it*  content^  are  restored  by  the  application  of  water. 

Th6  tfsfgi  ad  lait(  formed  a  ^^tstt  duster  surrounded  by 
the  coiled  body  of  th^  dnake.    The  k^  hissed  fiercely 
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when  the  ^gi  were  removedy  although  «he  had  not  shown 
the  aUghtett  resentment  when  handled  on  preioous  days. 

Mr.  Tracy  I.  Storer  has  published  the  following  notes 
on  an  ^bino^  snake  of  this  subspecies: 

'^The  specimen  under  discussion  was  captured  in  a  dor- 
mant state  at  Pescaderoi  a  coastal  locality  in  San  Mateo 
County,  Gdifomiay  early  in  November,  1913,  on  black 
adobe  soil  where  gopher  snakes  were  said  to  be  fairly  com- 
mon. The  snake  was  kept  alive  for  more  than  a  year  and 
b  now  in  the  reptile  collection  of  the  Department  of  Zo- 
ology of  the  University  of  California. 

'^The  coloration  of  a  typical  gopher  snake  seems  to  be 
made  up  of  three  distinct  materials;  a  yellow  deposit  found 
generally  distributed  in  the  scales  of  the  body  and  forming 
the  ground  color,  and  two  darker  pigments,  a  red  and  a 
black,  occurring  locally  and  forming  the  contrasted  part  of 
the  color  pattern.  The  yellow  pigment  is  present  in  the 
scales  of  the  albino  specimen  as  is  also  (in  part  at  least)  the 
red,  but  the  black  is  entirely  lacking.  Upon  the  anterior 
portion  of  the  body,  where  ordinarily  the  black  and  red  to- 
gether form  brown  spots  only  the  red  is  present,  and  on  the 
tail  where  a  normal  specimen  is  black,  only  pale  bluish  or 
uncolorcd  areas  are  to  be  seen.  The  iris  and  tongue  which 
are  normally  dark  shared  in  the  loss  of  color  and  were  of  a 
jight  pinkish  cast.  Evidently  the  factor  controlling  the 
formation  and  deposition  of  black  pigment  failed  of  opera- 
tion throughout  the  entire  body. 

^Accompanying  this  abnormality  in  coloration  there  were 
irregularities  in  scale  pattern,  especially  on  the  head,  which 
suggests  that  whatever  cause  operated  to  prevent  the  for- 
mation of  black  pigment  also  may  have  had  some  effect  on 
scale  formation.  Several  of  the  head  scales  are  of  quite  dif- 
ferent shape  than  those  found  on  a  nomul  specimen,  and 
some  show  suggestions  of  divisions  which  were  not  com- 
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pletecL  There  are  four  postocularsi  where  but  three  nor- 
mally occur.  The  body  scales,  save  for  the  interpolatioii  of 
an  incomplete  gastrostege  which  extends  but  half  way  across 
the  body,  are  quite  typical  and  numerically  are  within  the 
limits  given  by  G)pe. 

^^This  snake  was  kept  in  captivity  for  more  than  a  year, 
confined  in  a  glass  terrarium  with  a  screened  top.  It  was 
provided  with  water  and  at  intervals  small  white  mice  were 
fed  to  it}  one  of  these  bit  the  snake  on  the  head  and  pro- 
duced a  ^^scalp"  wound.  One  morning  after  the  animal 
had  been  in  captivity  for  about  four  months  the  skin  on  the 
preorbital  portion  of  its  head  was  seen  to  be  free  from  the 
scales  beneath.  Some  straw  was  placed  in  the  terrarium 
and  within  a  few  minutes  the  snake  was  working  rapidly 
back  and  forth  through  the  straw,  freeing  itself  from  the 
old  skin.  At  the  place  where  its  body  was  just  being  freed 
from  the  skin,  violent  muscular  expansions  and  contractions 
were  being  executed.  The  surface  of  the  snake's  body  and 
the  outside,  originally  the  inside,  of  the  sluffed  skin  were 
noticeably  moist  as  a  result  of  the  secretion  which  had  been 
poured  out  to  assist  in  moulting.  For  several  weeks  previous 
to  moulting  the  snake  had  been  quite  sluggish,  remaining 
coiled  in  one  comer  of  the  terrarium  and  ref u^g  food. 
During  this  time  its  eye  became  gradually  dulled  and  the 
skin  was  seen  to  be  free  from  the  body  in  several  places. 
Immediately  after  the  moult  the  animal  became  very  active." 


JS.    NTUOPHtS  7l$ 


1 59.    Pituophis  catenifer  heermanni  (Hallowell) 

Valley  Gopher-Snakb 
Plate  75 

PitypkiM  Harwmmmi  Hallowell,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sri.  Phila.»  Vol. 

VI»  iS5j»  p.  ij6  (type  locality,  CoramnM  Rhrer,  Califorak). 
Fiiy9phis  wrukrmlis  Hallowell,  Rep.  Pact6c  R.  R.  Sunr.,  Vol.  X, 

iSsj,  Ft.  IV,  p.  14. 
t    PUm^pkis  milusii  Loao,  Naturalist  Vancouver  Iiland,  Vol.  II,  1866, 

p.  J07  (part). 
Piiy^pkii  smyi  Mens  Yareow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  Na  14,  i88j, 

p.  106  (part);  Townsend,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  Vol.  10,  1887, 

p.  139  (0. 
f    Piiypkit  iMUni/ir  Townsend,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  Vol.  10,  1887, 

p.  a39- 
Piimpkii  tomijer  Van  DsNiumoM,  Occai.  Papers  Cal.  Acad.  Sri.,  V, 

1897,  p.  195  (P^). 
PUypkii  eMUniffr  tOmifer  BmowN,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sri.  Phila.,  1901, 

p.  53  (part). 

Pitm$pkis  iMUniJir  i^UniJtr  Grinnsll  fle  Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  ZooL 

Vol.  17,  No.  10,  1917,  p.  193  (part);  Van  Dsneueom  fle  Slevin, 

Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vo!.  IX,  1919,  p.  an  (part);  Dice, 

Univ.  Cal.  Pubis.  Zool.,  Vol.  16,  No.  17,  1916,  pp.  303,  307,  jo8, 

310  (0. 
PUm^pkis  i^tem/er  karmsmni  Van  DsNiumoM,  Proc  Cal.  Acad.  ScL, 

Ser.  4,  Vol.  X,  No.  1,  1910,  p.  16,  pt.  1,  fig.  i. 
PiiM0pkii  tMtmJn  dmrtU^  Blancnaro,  Copeia,  1911,  No.  90»  p.  f • 

D0scripiion. — Head  tomcwluit  flat-topped,  with  noiit 
projecting  and  rather  narrow.  Temporal  rcgioni  not  twol- 
len«  Roatral  plate  very  large,  prominent,  not  very  narrow, 
often  recurved  between  intemanls  on  top  of  snout  j  bounded 
behind  by  intemanl,  anterior  nattl,  and  fint  labial  platea^ 
Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a  pair  of  intemaaala,  a  variable 
number  of  prefrontals  (normally  four),  a  frontal,  supraocu- 
lar of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of  parietals.  Anterior  and  post- 
erior nasals  usually  distinct.  Loreal  usually  elongate.  XVe- 
oculars  usually  two,  occasionally  one.    Pdstoculars  normally 
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three^  sometiaxe$  .£pur  pr  five.  JSuprajtaJbids  iisually  .eight 
sometimes  nine,  rarely  seven  or  10.  lafralabials  usually 
13,  sometimes  12,  14  or  U.  Temporals  of  first  row  vary- 
ing from  two  to  six,  usually  four.  Genials  in  two  pairs, 
anterior  larger.  Scales  on  Ixxly  in  29  rto  35  rows,  usually 
31 ;  keeled  except  in  a  varying  number  of  rows  on  each  side. 
Anal  plate  not  divided.  Gastrosteges  varying  in  number 
from  209  to  231,  jcoales  having  from  209  to  231,  females 
from  218  to  231.  Urosteges  in  two  series  pf  from  55  to 
74,  males  having  from  61  to  74,  females  from  55  to  66. 

The  ground  color  is  pale  brownish  or  grayish  yellow, 
sometimes  obscured  by  the  spreading  of  the  blotches  or  the 
presence  of  dark  marks  along  the  keels  of  the  scales.  Along 
the  middle  of  the  back  between  the  head  and  the  anus  is  a 
series  of  from  48  to  70  (average  58)  dark  brown  blotches. 
On  the  upper  surface  of  the  tail  arc  from  1 3  to  1 9  (average 
15)  blotches.  There  are  several  series  of  smaller  alternat- 
ing dark  blotches  on  the  sides.  These  spots  and  blotches 
often  are  edged  with  darker  brown  or  black,  and  tend  to 
become  blackish  on  the  tail.  Across  the  top  of  the  head, 
between  the  preocular  plates,  is  a  narrow  band  of  brown.  A 
similar  line  runs  down  from  the  center  of  the  eye,  and 
another  back  and  down  from  the  upper  postocular  plate. 
The  lower  surfaces  arc  yellow  or  yellowish  white,  usually 
blotched  with  blade  or  brown. 

Length  to  anus 548    838    877    906    974   -1022 

Length  of  Uil 82    148    r74    15^    177    175 

Variaiiony'^Tht  ioreal  is  1-^  in  all  x>f  the  28  speci- 
mens. The  ppeocukrs  are  2^—2  in  twcnty-«ix,  or  93  %  j  and 
1—^1  in  two,  or  7%.  The  postoculars  arc  3-^3  in  twenty- 
three,  or  85% }  4—4  in  three,  or  1 1  %  j  and  4—5  in  one,  or 
4% .  The  temporals  are  4—4  in  deven  or  45  %  j  .3-^  in 
five,  or  21%}  5 — 5  inrthrce,  or  13%  j  3—3  in  Jthfee,  or 
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13% }  4  6  in  OQCy  or  4% ;  and  2 — ^3  in  one,  or  4%.  The 
fupndabiak  are  8 — 8  in  twelve,  or  48%;  8 — 9  in  eight,  or 
32%i  and  7—7,  7—8,  9—9,  9—10,  and  10—10,  each  in 
one,  or  4%.  The  infraiabiab  are  1 3 — 13  in  twelve,  or  50% ; 
12—12  in  six,  or  257c>  14—14  in  two,  or  8%;  12—13 
in  two,  or  i%\  and  12 — 14,  and  11 — 14  each  in  one,  or 
4%.  The  tcale  rows  are  31  in  thirteen,  or  46%^  33  in 
eight,  or  29%;  29  in  six,  or  2\%\  and  35  in  one,  or  4%} 
the  average  is  3 1 .3  rows.  The  gastrosteges  vary  in  number 
from  209  to  231,  males  having  from  209  to  231,  females 
from  218  to  231 ;  the  average  in  16  males  is  219,  in  twelve 
females,  224.  The  urosteges  vary  from  55  to  74,  males 
having  from  61  to  74,  females  from  55  to  66;  the  average 
in  fifteen  males  is  68;  in  eleven  females  is  60. 

The  dark  blotches  between  head  and  anus  in  28  speci- 
mens vary  from  48  to  70,  the  average  being  57.6.  On  the 
tail,  in  32  specimens,  they  vary  from  13  to  19,  and  aver- 
age 15. 

Distrihution. — This  subspecies  occupies  the  Klamath  re- 
gion in  Oregon,  and,  in  California,  the  Sacramento  Valley, 
the  northern  part  of  the  San  Joaquin  Valley,  and  the  west- 
em  slope  of  the  Sierra  Nevada,  except  in  the  southern  end 
of  the  ranfre.  Along  the  western  edge  of  its  territory  it 
intergradcs  with  P.  cMtemf0r  catenif^r^  and  in  the  south  with 

Washington  specimens  recorded  by  Dr.  Blanchard  as  P. 
c.  desertkola  seem  to  me  to  belong  to  this  subspecies.  They 
were  collected  in  Okanogan  (Omak  Lake)  and  Spokane 
(Marshall)  counties.  It  is  probable  that  those  secured  fay 
Dice  in  Walla  Walla  ( Wallula)  and  Columbia  counties  also 
belong  here.  The  same  may  be  true  of  specimens  from 
Colville,  Stevens  County,  Fort  Walla  Walla,  Walla  WalU 
County,  and  Almota,  Whitman  County. 
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In  Oregon,  P.  c.  heermanm  has  been  taken  near  Kla- 
math Falls,  Klamath  G>unty.  The  positive  identification 
of  gopher-snakes  which  have  been  collected  at  The  Dalles, 
Wasco  G>unty,  Willows,  Gilliam  G>unty,  Heppner,  Mor- 
row G>unty,  Umatilla,  Umatilla  G>unty,  Bums,  Harney 
G>unty,  and  Juntura,  Malheur  G>unty,  must  await  re- 
examination of  the  specimens.  Those  from  Malheur  and 
Harney  counties  may  not  improbably  be  P.  c.  deserticola. 

California  specimens  have  been  collected  in  Modoc 
(Gmby,  Goose  Lake  Meadows,  Sugar  Hill,  between  Alturas 
and  Davis  Creek,  Dry  Creek  in  the  Warner  Mts.),  probably 
Shasta  (McCloud  River),  Tehama  (Tehama),  Glenn 
(Fruto,  Winslow),  Butte  (between  Live  Oak  and  Gridley), 
Yolo  (Grand  Island  Landing),  Placer  (Lander  near  Col- 
fax), El  Dorado  (Fyffe,  Riverton),  San  Joaquin  (Tracy), 
Merced  (Los  Baiios,  Snelling),  Mariposa  (between  Kinsley 
and  MaCauley's  Stage  Station,  Coulterville,  Pleasant  Val- 
ley), Madera  (five  miles  south  from  Madera),  and  Fresno 
(King's  River,  Dunlaps,  Clovis)  counties. 

Remarks. — ^The  snakes  which  are  here  referred  to  Pituo^ 
phis  catemfer  heermanm  are  intermediate  in  characters  be- 
tween P.  catemfer  catemfer  and  P.  catenifer  deserticola. 
They  agree  with  the  former  subspecies  in  the  small  number 
of  their  gastrosteges,  and  with  the  latter  in  the  possession  of 
fewer  dorsal  spots.  Individual  variation,  of  course,  often 
makes  it  impossible  positively  to  identify  single  specimens, 
but  real  geographic  variation,  nevertheless,  is  evident  in 
series  of  specimens,  and  it  seems  best  to  recognize  this  differ- 
ence by  name. 
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160.    Pituophis  catenifer  annectens  (Baird  &  Ginud) 

San  Diegan  Gopher  Snake 
Plate  76 

PUm^pUs  snmOens  Baiko  &  Girako,  Cat.  N.  Amcr.  Rept.^  Pt.  I,  1853, 

p.  71  (type  locality.  Sin  Diego,  Califoniie). 
PiiypUs  tmyi  smyi  Yareow.  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.»  No.  14,  i88j»  p. 

105  (p«). 
Piiypkii  smyi  Aelhns  Struts,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.»  No.  7,  1877^ 

p.  40;  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  X4,  i88j,  p.  to6  (part); 

Q>pi,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  for  1898,  1900,  p.  87a  (part). 
Fiiyphis  tmtenijtr  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Set.  Phila.,  1883,  p.  39;  Con, 

RqMXt  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  for  1898,  1900,  p.  876  (part). 
Htmplui  tmunijtr  Van  Densurch,  Occat.  Papen  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  V, 

iS97f  P«  195  (put);  Grimmell  fle  Grimmell,  Throop  Inst.  Bull., 

No.  XXXV,  1907,  p.  46,  fig.  oo;  Grinnell,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool. 

Vol.  5,  No.  I,  1908,  p.  165;  Van  Denecrcn,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad. 

Sci.,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  Ill,  1913,  pp.  I49,  150;  Atsatt,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ. 

Zool.,  Vol.  13,  No.  3,  1913,  p.  43;  Van  Denivrcn  fle  Slevin,  Proc 

Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  IV,  1914,  p.  14I;  Rutmung,  Copeia, 

1916,  No.  37,  p.  91;  SrarHENS,  Trans.  San  Diego  Soc.  Nat.  Hist., 

Vol.  Ill,  No.  4,  1921,  p.  64. 
Piimpkts  iMUnifer  dtiirti€^  Van  Denevecm  fle  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal. 

Acad.  Set.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  IV,  1914,  p.  14a. 
Fihfpkii  csumftr  €4t€mjir  Grinnell  fle  Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.,  ZooL, 

Vol.  17,  No.  10,  1917,  p.  193  (part);  Cowles,  Joura.  Entomol.  Ac 

Zool.,  Pomona  College,  Vol.  XII,  No.  3,  1930,  p.  66. 
Fiimmpkii  tmitnijtr  mnmtuns  Van  Densvrch  Ac  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad* 

Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  IX,  1919,  p.  ai6  (part);  Van  DsNit'EGii,  Proc. 

Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  X,  Na  1,  1930,  p.  i7i  pi*  i»  fig-  2;  Van 

DiNEi'Roif  Ac  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1911, 

pp.  51,  67;  Nelson,  Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  XVI,  1931,  pp. 

H4i  I  JO. 

D0scrifium, — Heed  tomewhat  flat-Copped,  with  mout 
prajectiiig  and  rather  narrow.  Temporal  regions  not  twol- 
len.  Roitral  plate  very  large,  prominent,  not  very  narrow, 
often  recurved  between  intemaMlt  on  top  of  moutj  bounded 
behind  by  intemaal,  anterior  nattl,  and  fint  labial  plates. 
Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a  pair  of  intemasals,  a  variable 
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.number  of  pcefroptpls  .(iiprinaUy  ipur),  jt^^^^  supra- 
ocular of  each  <skle,  and  a  pair  of  panefeals.  Anterior  and 
posterior  nasals  usually  distinct.  Loreal  usually  elongate. 
Preoculars  usually  two,  sometimes  one.  Postoculars  nor- 
mally three,  sometime3  four,  two  or  five.  Supralabials 
usually  eight,  sometimes  nine,  l^nir^lzhials^  usually  13, 
sometimes  14  or  12,  rarely  11,  10  or  15.  Temporals  of 
first  row  varying  from  two  to  six,  usually  four.  Genials  in 
two  pairs,  anterior  larger.  Scales  on  body  in  29  to  35  rows, 
usually  333  keeled  except  in  a  varying  number  of  rows  on 
each  side.  Anal  plate  not  divided.  .  Gastrostege^  varying  in 
number  from  217  to  243,  males  having  from  217  to  243, 
females  from  21 8  to  240.  Urostcges  in  two  series  of  from 
62  to  85,  males  having  from  62  to  85^  females  from  62 
:to  83. 

The  ground  color  is  yellow  <)r  grayish  or  brownish,  usu- 
ally much  obsau^d  by  the  spreading  the  the  blotches  and 
the  presence  of  dark  marics  on  the  keels  of  the  scales.  Along 
,the  middle  of  the  back^  from  the  head  to  a  point  over  the 
anus,  is  a  series  of  from  54  to  89  (average  74)  dark  brown 
or  blade  blotches.  The  blotches  of  the  median  dorsal  series 
usually  are  comparatively  small,  while  those  of  the  upper 
lateral  series  are  large  for  that  series  and  usually  are  irregu- 
larly blended  with  the  median  series.  This  blending  is  most 
mariced  anteriorly,  where  it  of  ten  obscures  tjie  pattern.  On 
the  upper  surface  of  the  tail  arc  from  14  to  29  (average 
22.8)  dark  brown  or  black  blotches  or  cross-bars,  usually 
discrete.  On  the  sides  are  other  series  of  daric  brown  or 
blade  spots,  which  may  show  a  tendency  to  form  b<:oken 
longitudinal  bands  anteriorly.  The  usual  head  bands  are 
present,  but  oft^n  are  not  very  distinct.  The  top  of  the 
head  is  yellowish  brown  spotted  or  marbled  with  dark 
brown.  The  spaces  between  the  daric  dor^  blotches  are 
yellow  or  light  brown,  sometimes  with  an  orange. tinge  pos- 
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ferioriyi  and  UMtlly  have  dark  marks  en  the  keelt  of  the 
aeaiea.  The  lower  turfaces  are  yellow  or  yellowiah  white^ 
more  or  less  spotted  or  blotched  with  black  or  dark  brown^ 
especially  near  the  ends  of  tome  of  the  gastrosteges  and 
ttrosteges.  The  duk  marks  on  the  urosteges  may  form  a 
pair  of  duk  longitudinal  subcaudal  streaks. 

LeafCk  to  anni lOS         910        9S0       1160       1190       1S20 

Length  of  tail 60        I9S         199        290        218        249 

Vsrisiion. — Sixty-nine  specimens  all  have  loreals  1 — 1. 
The  preoculars  are  2 — 2  in  forty-four,  or  64%j  I — 1  in 
twenty,  or  29%  j  and  I — 2  in  five,  or  7%.  The  postoculars 
are  3—3  in  forty,  or  59%  j  4—4  in  thirteen,  or  1 9%  j  3—4 
in  eleven,  or  16%i  and  2 — 3,  2—4,  A — 5,  and  5 — 5  each 
in  one.  The  temporals  are  4  4  in  twenty-three  or  34% ; 
3—3  in  fifteen,  or  22%  ^  3—4  in  twelve,  or  18%}  4 — 5  in 
five,  or  7%  \  5 — 5  in  five,  or  7%j  3 — 5  in  two,  or  3%j 
and  2 — 2,  2 — 3,  2—4,  4 — 6,  and  5—6  each  in  one.  The 
supralabials  are  8 — 8  in  thirty-three,  or  48%;  9 — 9  in 
nineteen,  or  27%;  and  8 — 9  in  seventeen  or  25%.  The 
infralabials  are  13 — 13  in  thirty- four,  or  49%  j  13 — 14 
in  ten,  or  14% ;  1 2 — 12  in  eight,  or  12%;  1 2 — 13  in  wtven^ 
or  10%;  14 — 14  in  three,  or  4%;  II — 13  in  two,  or  3%; 
and  10—11,  11—11,  11—12,  12— 14,  and  14— 15  each  in 
one.  The  scale  rows  are  33,  in  thirty-seven,  or  54%;  31  in 
twenty-five,  or  36%;  35  in  six,  or  9%  ;  and  29  in  one,  or 
1%;  the  average  is  32.4  rows.  The  gastrosteges  vary  in 
number  from  2 1 7  to  243,  males  having  from  2 1 7  to  243^ 
females  from  218  to  240;  the  average  in  43  males  is  228, 
in  twenty-five  females,  231.  The  urosteges  vary  from  62 
to  85,  males  having  from  62  to  85,  females  from  62  to  83; 
the  average  in  thirty-nine  males  b  76,  in  twetity-foor  fe- 
males, 70. 

ine  Omrm  nKxaies  oeKween  nCmM  mo  moi  n  /i 
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mens  vary  from  54  to  89,  the  average  being  74.  On  the 
tail,  in  6S  specimens,  they  vary  from  14  to  29,  and  aver- 
age 22«8. 

Distribution. — ^This  subspecies  occupies  the  coast  region 
of  southern  California  and  northern  Lower  California,  and 
has  been  found  on  some  of  the  islands  off  the  coast  We 
have  examined  specimens  from  Santa  Barbara  (Santa  Bar- 
bara), Ventura  (Pine  Creek),  Los  Angeles  (Charter  Oak, 
Cold  Water  Canyon,  La  Crescenta,  Pasadena,  Mount  Wil- 
son, Sierra  Madre,  Claremont),  San  Bernardino  (Ontario), 
Riverside  (Colton,  San  Bernardino  Mountains,  Riverside, 
San  Jacinto,  San  Jacinto  Mountains),  and  San  Diego  (War- 
ner Pass,  Agua  Caltente,  Cahuilla  Valley,  Julian,  Cuyamaca 
Mountains,  Campo),  counties,  California,  and  from  En- 
senada,  San  Martin  Island  and  South  Coronado  Island, 
Lower  California. 

It  is  probably  this  subspecies  of  gopher-snake  which  has 
been  observed  but  not  captured  on  Santa  Catalina  Island. 
Those  of  Santa  Cruz  Island,  however,  are  Pituophis  catem- 
fer  catemfer. 

Remarks. — ^This  subspecies  may  be  known  by  its  large 
number  of  gastrosteges  and  urosteges,  and  its  numerous  dor- 
sal blotches.  It  seems  to  be  confined  to  the  region  west  of 
the  desert  areas,  and  probably  intergrades  with  P.  catemfer 
deserticola  along  the  western  edge  of  the  desert.  Inter- 
gradation  with  P.  catemfer  catemfer  probably  occurs  in  or 
about  Santa  Barbara  County. 

Habits. — ^^This  is  the  most  often  met  with  of  all  our 
snakes,  and,  taken  on  the  whole,  has  the  most  favorable  rep- 
utation with  the  ordinary  run  of  people.  Most  ranchers 
and  country  people  have  learned  to  recognize  in  the  gopher 
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nake  an  effident  dcitroyer  of  dKMe:pestt  of  the  farm, 
gophert  and  aquiiTeliy  and  aooordih^y  «ldom  offer  injury 
wiUfuUy. 

^'But  with  dty  people  who  now  and*tlie^4nve  into  the 
oountry  it  is  different  The  gopher  snake  has  siii'ti^f  ortunate 
habit  of  crawling  out  into  open  roads,  especially  -9a  warm 
spring  days,  evidently  with  the  purpose  of  basking'  in  .the 
grateful  sunshine.  Along  comes  the  dty  man  with  his  imtioc.- 
tive  but  unreasonable  fear  and  hatred  for  snakes  in  generatj'. 
and  he  attacks  the  harmless  and  slow-moving  gopher  snake  ' 
to  the  usual  destruction  of  the  latter.  So  often  one  sees  the 
mangled  remains  along  roadudes  that  it  seems  a  wonder  that 
there  are  any  gopher  snakes  whatever  left 

^It  is  very  evident  that  snakes  are  far  less  common  than 
they  used  to  be  20  yean  agO}  at  the  same  time  gophers  and 
ground  squirrels  are  in  many  districts  more  of  a  pest  than 
ever  before^  and  the  reason  is  obvious.  In  commendable 
oontradistinction  to  the  deplorable  thoughtlessness  of  the 
average  person  is  the  good  sense  of  the  occasional  farmer 
who  actually  invites  the  gopher  snakes  to  make  their  homes 
on  his  land.  We  know  of  a  few  such  who  bring  to  their 
ranches  every  snake  they  can  readily  capture.  And  we  have 
been  repeatedly  assured  that  many  an  old  gopher  who  had 
proved  too  wise  for  traps  and  apparently  immune  to  poison, 
had  finally  met  his  Waterloo  in  the  long  gullet  of  a  gopher 


•  ■   • 


^The  snake  is  introduced  into  the  burrow  of  the  rodent 
and  disappears.  In  a  few  hours  he  reappear^  languidly 
crawling  into  the  sunshine,  while  a  huge  bulge  about  two- 
thirds  the  way  along  his  mottled  body  gives  proof  of  what 
has  happened  down  in  the  dark  underground  galleries. 

^Tht  sdiool  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  county  can  do 
a  good  turn  by  advertising  the  good  services  of  snakes  in 

their  prxitectioii  on  grounds  of 


•       •   • 
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nomie  vaitie.  Thb  {ti^Mds  to*  m&Ay  pebj^ie^  ^6  vmM 
A<sver  adn>^  the  inlfiMtilifity  6i  l^Mg^aiilss^ 

"This  snake,;s6tnetimes  called  'bull  snake,'  espeil^Eiliy  Wf 
^pl^  wKtf  bitj^j&se  (Aihie^  irmi  tlt«r  E«ft,  k'ndC  hi  the  least 
p(&son6\i^jiik>  yk'  hlave  kifoWh  fei'ge  ex^|>ll^  to'  iilflkt  sof •< 
fidtfjftlf  <iwi^  bites  t6  <lrt#  blitorf . 

■"<^iiil«f  fiiake  greVW  td  lii'g?:  ^tt}  ttii'  UtgeSt  €ffs(hiti!S 

.%^wx[  we  ^aVe  ounelves'  ihieasuredt  were'  ^ij  S%  and  6t 

,^  '-/'inches  long,  respectively.    Larger  onies  are  often  reported. 

'   "  ■         ''^e  gophiir  snake  has  tlie  curious  haSit  of  vibrating  its 

...» I  ,  .  -        #. 

tail  rapidly  when  excited^  and  if  it  happens  to  be  among 
dry  leaves  or  weed  stems  the  sound  is  not  unlike  the  whir 
of  the  rattlesnake. 

^^The  gopher  snake  hides  away  duriiig  the- winter  months 
in  rock  piles,  and  possibly  in  holes  in  the  g^xHind.^  We  know 
nothing  of  its  breeding  piaces^  or  habits."  (Grmnell  and 
GrinAell.) 

Mr.  Fatit  RuthTiAgf  n6t^^  <^Otte^  64-iii(fh  Buific  Bidl 
Sridt^^  tHat  ihs  brdtig^t  to  ifitf  w^  handled  <o^  ftiudi.  A 
slight  toAiSh  of  frikil  de  rHef  r^ttfted  irf  his  vomitiftg  foltf 
f ull-gi-bwri  gopiiers,  none  of  t^rhich  wis  mtfffe  tfcui  sfig^tly 
digestdj.  dri  another  occst^oii  moi^'  than  t  doi^sfn  mide  had 
the  misf ortuhe  to  nin  foul  of  a  mouse  trap  I  had  set  for 
fivirig  mice.  These  same  mice  had  the  additional  misfor- 
tune all  to  find  their  way  into  the  stomach  of  a  good-sized 
hungry  Pacific  Bull  Sndce. 

"Taking  it  all  in  all,  the  good  done  by  the  Pacific  Bull 
Snake  has  already  earned  him  the  protection  of  many 
ranchers  atnd  far  outweights  aify  harmful  depredations  his 
of  discretion-  miy  at  times^  mislead  him  to  ihake." 
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161.    Pituophis  catenifer  deserticola  (Scejneger) 

Desert  Gopher  Snake 


is  Mhms  Cooper,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Set.,  Vol.  IV,  1870,  p.  66. 

Pityphii  ssyi  Mhns  Cors,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  1,  1875,  p.  ^ 
(part);  Yarrow,  Surv.  W.  looth  Mend.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  p.  $40; 
Yarrow  h  Hcmihaw,  Ann.  Rep.  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1878, 
Sitrv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  Appendix  NN,  1878,  p.  ill  (part);  Yar- 
row.  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  14,  1883  p.  106  (part);  Cori, 
Proe.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mu».,  Vol.  XIV,  1891,  p.  641  (part);  Core,  Report 
U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  for  1898,  1900,  p.  871  (part);  Ditmars,  Reptile 
Book,  1907,  p.  310  (part). 

Piiypkis  ssyi  ssyi  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  14,  1883,  p.  105 
(part). 

Piiypkii  isunijit  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1883,  p.  18. 

Pitm^pkis  tsieni/fT  StEjifECER,  N.  Amer.  Fauna,  No.  5,  1891,  p.  tio; 
SrEjifEGEE,  N.  Amer.  Fauna,  No.  7,  1893,  p.  106.  Vam  DaifauftGH, 
Proc.  Cat.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  Ill,  1911,  p.  158  (part). 

Piiy^pkit  isienifer  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  for  1898,  1900,  p. 
876  (part). 

Ptty^pkis  isiemjn  MUnm  BaowM,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1901, 
p.  54  (part). 

Pitm^pkis  €SUmJer  deserh€oU  Stejnecer,  N.  Amer.  Fauna,  No.  7,  1893, 

p.  306  (type  locality.  Great  Buin  and  the  toutbirMteni  daatrts); 

Va»  DKnaraoN,  Occas.  Papers  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  V,  1897,  p.  198; 
Meek,  Field  .Mus.  Nat.  Hi»t.,  Zool.  Ser.,  Vol.  VII,  No.  1,  1906, 
p.  1$  (part);  Tayloe,  L'niv.  Cal.  Publ.  /ool.,  Vol.  7,  No.  10,  1911, 
p.  354;  RiCNAEOsoir,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  48,  I915,  p.  427; 
RvncrEir  h  Gaioe,  ()cca«.  Papers  Mus.  /ool.  I'ntr.  Mich.,  No.  8, 
'9l5f  P-  J>;  Van  I)ENBt*EON  h  Slevim,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci., 
Ser.  4,  Vol.  V,  191^.  p.  107;  Geiitmell  Ac  Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ. 
Zool.,  Vol.  17,  No.  10,  p.  1 93;  SrEjirsoEE  h  Baeboue,  Check  List 
N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept ,  1917,  p.  86;  Van  DsirBt'ECH,  Proc.  Cal. 
Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  X,  No.  1,  1920,  p.  19;  SrEfNENS,  Trant. 
San  Dicfo  Sac.  Nat.  Hist.,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  4,  1921,  p.  64;  Va»  Di»- 
•VRttN  h  Sleviiv,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4.  Vol.  XI,  1921, 
PP-  ^1  J7i  53;  Nelsow,  Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  XVI,  1911, 
PP-  1 14.  ia6. 
Pumphs  tstimifiT  mmmetitmi  Va»  Dbmbvecn  h  Slevim,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad 
ScL,  Ser.  4«  Vol.  IX,  %^\%  p.  ai6  (part). 
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Description. — Head  somewhat  flat-topped  or  rounded 
with  snout  projecting  and  rather  narrow.  Temporal  regions 
not  swollen.  Rostral  plate  very  large,  prominent  not  very 
narrow  but  often  recurved  between  intemasals  on  top  of 
snout;  bounded  behind  by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal,  and 
first  labial  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a  pair  of 
internasals,  a  variable  number  of  prefrontals  (normally 
four),  a  frontal,  supraocular  of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of  parie- 
tals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  usually  distinct,  some- 
times united.  Loreal  usually  elongate.  One  or  usually  two 
preoculars}  and  three  or  four,  usually  three,  postoculars. 
Tips  of  some  labials  may  be  cut  off  forming  suboculars  or 
loreals.  Supralabials  usually  eight,  sometimes  nine  or  10. 
Infralabials  usually  13,  sometimes  12  or  14.  Temporals  of 
first  row  varying  from  two  to  six,  usually  four.  Genials 
in  two  pairs,  anterior  much  larger  than  posterior.  Scales  on 
body  in  29  to  37  rows,  usually  33  or  31,  keeled  except  in  a 
varying  number  of  rows  on  each  side.  Anal  plate  not  di- 
vided. Gastrosteges  varying  in  number  from  223  to  263, 
males  having  from  224  to  252,  females  from  223  to  263. 
Urosteges  in  two  series  of  from  50  to  72,  males  having 
from  58  to  72,  females  from  50  to  67. 

The  ground  color  is  pale  yellow  or  grayish  yellow,  son^e 
limes  more  or  less  obscured  by  the  spreading  of  the  blotches 
or  the  presence  of  dark  keels  on  the  scales,  especially  later- 
ally and  anteriorly.  Along  the  middle  of  the  back,  from 
the  head  to  a  point  over  the  anus,  is  a  series  of  from  46  to 
66  (average  55)  dark  brown  blotches.  These  blotches  may 
be  blackish  or  actually  black  on  the  neck  and  toward  the 
tail,  and  may  be  more  or  less  margined  with  black  through- 
out. On  the  upper  surface  of  the  tail  are  from  12  to  21 
(average  15.4)  dark  brown  or  black  blotches  or  cross-bars. 
The  dorsal  blotches  on  the  anterior  part  of  the  body  may 
be  rounded,  but  they  soon  become  more  or  less  quadrate 
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poiteriorly  and  may  be  to  even  on  the  neck.  There  art 
several  series  of  smaller^  alternating  blotches  or  spots  on  the 
sides.  Across  the  top  of  the  head  between  the  preocular 
plates  is  a  narrow^  brown  band,  often  more  or  less  faded. 
A  similar  band  runs  down  and  back  from  the  upper  postoc- 
ular,  and  there  is  a  brown  or  black  spot  below  the  eye.  The 
top  of  the  head  is  grayish  or  yellowish  brown,  marbled  with 
dark  brown  on  the  parietal  and  frontal  plates.  The  spaces 
between  the  dark  dorsal  blotches  on  the  posterior  part  of 
the  body  are  grayish  or  yellowish  or  light  brown,  some- 
times with  an  orange  tinge,  usually  without  dark  marks  on 
the  keels  of  the  fcalet.  Anteriorly  dark  keels  often  are 
present  on  the  scales  of  the  interspaces.  The  lower  surfaces 
are  yellow  or  yellowish  white  with  brown  or  black  spots, 
chiefly  on  the  lateral  portions  of  each  second,  third  or  fourth 
gastrusicge  and  urostege.  In  some  specimens  there  art  oen- 
tral  marblings.  Rarely,  there  may  be  one  median,  or  two 
lateral,  longitudinal  subcaudal  dark  bands. 
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I'srisiiom. — Twenty-eight  specimens  from  California  and 
western  Nevada  show  the  following  variations.  The  loreak 
are  I  —  I  in  all.  The  preoculars  are  2 — 2  in  twenty- four,  or 
86' I  j  I — 2  in  two,  or  7^  ;  and  I — I  in  two,  or  7%.  The 
postoculars  arc  3 — 3  in  twenty-two,  or  79  7f  ;  4  4  in  five, 
or  1 87r  i  and  3^-4  in  one,  or  3%.  The  temporals  art  3—4 
in  eleven,  or  39rc ;  4—4  in  five,  or  ISrJ ;  4—5  in  four,  or 
14%)  5—5  in  three,  or  II  % ;  and  2—3,  3—3,  3—5,  5—6, 
and  6—6  each  in  one,  or  3^.  The  supralabials  art  I — I  in 
seventeen,  or  61  '1 ;  8 — 9  in  sti,  or  21  ^c ;  9 — 9  in  four,  or 
14^)  and  8 — 10  in  one,  or  4%.  The  infralabiab  art 
13— I3in  thirteen,  or  46rc»  12— 12  in  sit,  or  21%;  12—13 
in  four,  or  14%;  12 — 14  in  two,  or  7%;  13^14  tn  two,  or 
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7%}  and  14 — 14  in  one,  or  4%.  The  scale-rows  arc  33  in 
eleven,  or  39 %  j  3 1  in  eleven,  or  39 % }  35  in  three,  or  1 1  % ; 
29  in  two,  or  7% }  and  37  in  one,  or  4%  j  the  average  is  32.3 
rows.  The  gastrosteges  vary  in  number  from  223  to  263, 
males  having  from  224  to  252,  females  from  223  to  263; 
the  average  in  twelve  males  is  234,  in  sixteen  females,  239. 
The  urosteges  vary  from  50  to  72,  males  having  from  58  to 
72,  females  from  50  to  67}  the  average  in  twelve  males  is 
64,  in  flffeen  females,  59. 

The  dark  blotches  between  head  and  anus  in  28  speci- 
mens vary  from  46  to  66y  the  average  being  55.  On  the 
tail  they  vary  from  12  to  21,  and  average  15.4. 

Distribution. — In  California  this  subspecies  occupies  the 
G)lorado  and  Mohave  deserts  and  the  southern  end  of  the 
San  Joaquin  Valley.  It  ranges  north  and  east  over  most  of 
Nevada. 

From  Nevada  I  have  examined  specimens  of  this  sub- 
species from  Humboldt  (Thousand  Creek  Flat,  \^rgin  Val- 
ley, Big  Creek  Pine  Forest  Mountains),  Washoe  (Pyramid 
Lake,  Nixon),  Ormsby  (Carson),  Lander  (Austin),  Elko 
(Carlin),  Nye  (Peavine  Creek,  Toiyabe  Mountains,  Roimd 
Moimtain  at  6,300  feet),  and  Esmeralda  (Palmetto  Moun- 
tains), coimties. 

Califomian  specimens  examined  have  been  collected  in 
Imperial  (Silsbee),  Riverade  (Mecca),  San  Bernardino 
(Victorville,  Hesperia),  Mono  (Benton),  Kern  (Walker 
Pass,  Tehachapi  Mountains,  Isabella,  Delano,  Bakersfleld, 
Buttonwillow),  and  San  Luis  Obispo  (Simmler,  Poso,  Palo 
Prieto,  Shandon)  counties. 

Remarks. — Some  of  the  specimens  from  the  San  Joa- 
quin Valley  and  eastern  San  Luis  Obispo  county  approach 
more  or  less  closely  to  the  characters  of  P.  catenifer  heer^ 
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len.  Rostral  plate  very  large,  prominent,  not  very  narrow, 
often  recurved  between  intemasals  on  top  of  snout;  bounded 
behind  by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal,  and  first  labial  plates. 
Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a  pair  of  intemasals,  a  variable 
number  of  prefrontals  (normally  four),  a  frontal,  supra- 
ocular of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of  parietals.  Anterior  and 
posterior  nasals  usually  distinct.  Loreal  usually  elongate. 
Preoculars  usually  one,  occasionally  two.  Postoculars  usually 
three,  often  two.  Supralabials  usually  eight,  often  nine. 
Infralabials  usually  13,  often  12,  sometimes  11  or  14. 
Temporals  of  first  row  varying  from  two  to  five,  usually 
four.  Genials  in  two  pairs,  anterior  larger.  Scales  on  body 
in  27  to  33  rows,  usually  29,  keeled  except  in  a  varying 
number  of  rows  on  each  side.  Anal  plate  not  divided.  Gas- 
trosteges  varying  in  number  from  223  to  241,  males  having 
from  227  to  241,  females  from  223  to  240.  Urosteges  in 
two  series  of  from  55  to  71,  males  having  from  58  to  71, 
females  from  55  to  62. 

The  ground  color  is  pale  brownish  or  grayish  yellow, 
sometimes  more  or  less  obscured  by  the  spreading  of  the 
blotches  or  the  presence  of  black  or  dark  brown  marks  along 
the  keels  of  its  scales.  Along  the  middle  of  the  back,  from 
the  head  to  a  point  over  the  anus,  is  a  series  of  from  50  to 
68  (average  58)  dark  blotches.  These  blotches  are  brown  on 
the  central  part  of  the  body  but  are  black  anteriorly  and 
posteriorly.  On  the  upper  surface  of  the  tail  are  from  1 4 
to  20  (average  16.5)  blackish  blotches.  On  the  anterior 
portion  of  the  body  the  blotches  are  more  or  less  rounded, 
but  posteriorly  they  tend  to  become  quadrate.  There  are 
several  series  of  alternating,  often  more  or  less  confluent, 
dark  blotches  or  spots  on  the  sides.  Across  the  top  of  the 
head,  between  the  preocular  plates,  is  a  moderately  narrow 
brown  band,  very  definite  and  well-defined.  There  are 
similar  bands  or  spots  below  the  center  of  the  eye  and  run- 
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fling  back  and  down  from  the  upper  pottocular  plate.  The 
top  of  the  head  posteriorly  has  a  few  small»  scattered,  dark 
spots.  The  spaces  between  the  dark  dorsal  blotches  on  the 
posterior  portion  of  the  body  are  yellow  or  orange  yellow, 
usually  somewhat  obscured  by  dark  brown  streaks  along  the 
keels  of  the  scales.  The  lower  surfaces  are  yellow  or  yellow- 
ish white  with  irregular  spots  or  blotches  of  dark  brown  or 
black  on  the  gastrosteges  and  urosteges.  There  is  no  definite 
mc.lian  subcaudal  black  band. 


I^nipth  to  anu« 

75S 

too 

t6l 

I02t 

II2S 

1121 

Length  of   tJil 

126 

I4S 

I6S 

179 

190 

207 

Vsristionj. — Twenty-nine  specimens  from  Utah  show  the 
following  variations.  The  loreals  arc  1 — I  in  all.  The  prc- 
oculan  are  1 — 1  in  twenty-one,  or  87St  ;  and  2 — 2  in  three, 
or  13  Tr  of  those  undamaged.  The  postoculars  are  3 — 3 
in  twelve,  or  52^1  \ ;  2 — 2  in  ten  or  43% ;  and  2 — 3  in  one, 
or  4% .  The  temporals  arc  3^-4  in  ten,  or  43%  ;  4—4  in 
seven,  or  31%  ;  4 — 5  in  three,  or  13%  ;  3 — 3  in  one,  or 
4%  \  2 — 3  in  one,  or  4%  ;  and  3 — 5  in  one,  or  4% .  The 
supralabials  are  8 — 8  in  thirteen,  or  56'  J  \  8 — 9  in  five,  or 
22%  i  and  9—9  in  five,  or  22%.  The  infralabials  are 
13— 13  in  eight,  or  38%;  12— 13  in  five,  or  24  %  ;  12—12 
in  four,  or  18%;  1 1 — 1 1  in  two,  or  9'  I  ;  1 1  — 12  in  one,  or 
5%  ;  and  13 — 14  in  one,  or  5% .  The  scale-rows  are  29  in 
fifteen,  or  56%  ;  31  in  seven,  or  26%  ;  and  27  in  five,  or 
18%  ;  the  average  is  29  rows.  The  gastrosteges  vary  in 
numl)cr  from  223  to  241,  males  having  from  227  to  241, 
females  from  223  to  240;  the  average  in  twenty-two  males 
is  233,  in  five  fcmale%  235.  The  urotfeges  vary  from  55 
to  71,  males  having  from  58  to  71,  females  from  55  to  62; 
the  average  in  twenty*three  males  is  66,  in  five  females,  60. 

The  dark  blotches  between  head  and  anus  in  29  sped* 
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mens  vary  from  50  to  68,  the  average  being  58.    On  the 
tail  they  vary  from  14  to  20,  and  average  16.5. 

Distribution. — ^Utah  specimens  of  this  subspecies  are  at 
hand  from  Weber  (Ogden),  Salt  Lake  (Fort  Douglas), 
Wasatch  (Wasatch  Mountains),  Grand  (Thompson),  Mill- 
ard (Kanosh),  and  Iron  (Rush  Lake),  counties.  Gopher 
Snakes  have  also  been  recorded  from  Utah  (Provo),  Millard 
(seven  miles  south  of  Kanosh,  Fillmore),  Beaver  (Beaver), 
Iron  (Rush  Lake)  and  Washington  (Beaverdam  Mountains, 
Rodcville),  counties,  Utah.  Those  from  southwestern 
Utah  may  perhaps  be  P.  c.  deserticola. 

Three  snakes  from  Boise,  Ada  County,  and  Blue  Lakes, 
Twin  Falls  County,  Idaho,  and  one  from  Wallula,  Walla 
Walla  County,  Washington,  may  belong  here  rather  than 
with  P.  catenifer  deserticohj  but  their  final  disposition  must 
await  additional  material.  They  have  29  and  31  scale- 
rows  and  one  or  two  preoculars  (50%  each),  and 
gastrosteges  from  231  to  244.  Dr.  Stejneger  has  recorded 
specimens  of  Pituophis  from  Big  Butte  and  Arco,  Butte 
County,  Idaho.  A  gopher-snake,  in  the  National  Museum, 
collected  at  Indian  Valley,  Adams  County,  may  belong  here, 
and,  one  from  Bear  Lake,  Bear  Ldce  County,  doubtless  is 
this  subspecies. 

Habits. — Mr.  Herbert  J.  Pack  has  published  the  follow- 
ing notes  on  the  habits  of  this  snake: 

"In  the  summer  of  1913,  when  the  circumstance 
occurred,  field  mice  were  very  numerous  in  an  alfalfa  field, 
where  Mr.  Merrill  was  working.  A  part  of  the  communica- 
tion follows: 

"There  were  some  young  boys  working  with  me  and  one 
of  them  ran  on  to  a  large  Blow  Snake  with  its  head  and 
about  two-thirds  of  its  body  under  a  pile  of  hay.    This  boy 
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Pituophis  caienifer  annectens  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad. 

Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  IX,  I9i9>  p.  216  (part). 
Pituophis  caienijer  rutilus  Van  Denburgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser. 

4,  Vol.  Xy  No.  1 9  1920,  p.  24,  pi.  2,  fig.  2  (type  locality,  Tucsoili 

Pima  County,  Arizona). 

Description. — Head  somewhat  flat-topped,  with  snout 
projecting  and  rather  narrower.  Temporal  regions  not  swol- 
len. Rostral  plate  very  large,  prominent,  not  very  narrow, 
often  recurved  between  intemasals  on  top  of  snout  j  bounded 
behind  by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal,  and  first  labial  plates. 
Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a  pdr  of  intemasals,  a  variable 
number  of  prefrontals  (normally  four),  a  frontal,  supra- 
ocular of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of  parietals.  Anterior  and 
posterior  nasals  usually  distinct.  Loreal  usually  elongate. 
Preocular  usually  one,  occasionally  two.  Postoculars  usually 
three,  often  four,  sometimes  five.  Supralabials  usually 
eight,  often  nine,  rarely  1 0.  Inf ralabials  usually  1 2,  often 
13,  sometimes  11  or  14.  Temporals  of  first  row  varying 
from  two  to  five,  usually  four.  Genials  in  two  pairs,  anter- 
ior larger.  Scales  on  body  in  29  to  35  rows,  usually  33, 
keeled  except  in  a  varying  number  of  rows  on  each  side. 
Anal  plate  not  divided.  Gastrosteges  varying  in  number 
from  221  to  258,  males  having  from  221  to  237,  females 
from  227  to  258.  Urosteges  in  two  series  of  from  50  to 
66j  males  having  from  57  to  66y  females  from  50  to  60. 

The  ground  color  is  pale  yellow  or  grayish  yellow,  some- 
times more  or  less  obscured  by  the  spreading  of  the  blotches 
or  the  presence  of  dark  keels  on  the  scales,  especially  later- 
ally and  anteriorly.  Along  the  middle  of  the  back,  from  the 
head  to  a  point  over  the  anus,  is  a  series  of  from  37  to  55 
(average  46)  reddish  brown  blotches.  The  brown  of  these 
blotches  becomes  darker  and  redder  posteriorly.  These 
blotches  often  are  margined  with  black.  On  the  upper  sur- 
face of  the  tail  are  from  10  to  14  (average  12.5)  dark  red- 
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dith  brown  blotches  or  cross  bonds.  On  the  anterior  part  of 
the  body  the  blotches  tend  to  be  more  or  less  rounded,  post- 
eriorly they  are  more  quadrate,  or  are  wider  with  concave 
anterior  and  posterior  borders.  There  are  two  or  three 
series  of  alternating,  often  more  or  less  confluent,  dark 
blotches  or  spots  on  the  sides.  Across  the  top  of  the  head 
between  the  prcocular  plates  is  a  narrow  brown  band,  more 
or  less  obsolete  in  adults.  There  are  similar  bands  or  spots 
below  the  center  of  the  eye  and  running  bade  and  down  from 
the  upper  postocular  plate.  The  top  of  the  head  is  light 
brownish  yellow,  speckled  with  black.  The  spaces  between 
the  dark  dorsal  blotches  on  the  posterior  part  of  the  body 
are  light  yellowish  or  grayish  orange,  usually  without  dark 
marks  on  the  keels  of  the  scales.  The  lower  surfaces  are 
yellow  or  yellowish  white,  with  irregular  spots  or  blotches 
of  light  or  dark  brown  on  the  gastrostcges  and  urosteges. 
There  is  no  definite  median  subcaudal  dark  band. 


Ixnfth    to   «nui 
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Vsnsiion. — Sixteen  specimens  from  Arizona  show  the 
following  variations.  The  loreals  are  I  —  I  in  all.  The 
preoculars  arc  I  —  I  in  ten  or  62  Vc ;  2 — 2  in  five,  or  31 9c ; 
and  I — 2  in  one,  or  6V« .  The  postoculars  are  3 — 3  in  six, 
or  37' I  ;  3 — ♦  in  five,  or  31^1  ;  4—4  in  four,  or  25 /c  i 
and  4 — 5  in  one,  or  6[  I .  The  temporals  are  4—4  in  seven, 
or  47'#  ;  3 — 3  in  three,  or  20'^;  ;  3 — 4  in  two,  or  \3%i 
4 — 5  in  two,  or  1 3V<  t  and  2 — 3  in  one  or  T^c.  The  supra- 
labiaU  are  8—8  in  eight  or  SO^J ;  8 — 9  in  three,  or  \9'J[  ^ 
9 — 9  in  three  or  1 9'!  ;  9-10  in  one,  or  6^,1 ;  and  8-10  in  one, 
or  6' I.  The  infralabials  are  12 — 12  in  nine,  or  60rci 
13—13  in  three,  or  20^^  ;  13 — 14  in  one,  or  6'1 ;  14—14 
in  one,  or  6'i  ;  and  1 1 — 1 1  in  one,  or  6^  .  The  scale-rows 
are  H  in  eight,  or  SOVt ;  31  in  six,  or  37^  }  29  tn  one,  or 
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6%}  and  ZS  in  one,  or  6%;  the  average  is  32.1  rows.  The 
gastrosteges  vary  in  number  from  221  to  258,  males  having 
from  221  to  237,  females  from  227  to  258}  the  average  in 
six  males  is  227,  in  nine  females,  237.  The  urosteges  vary 
from  50  to  68,  males  having  from  57  to  68,  females  from 
50  to  60}  the  average  in  six  males  is  63.5,  in  nine  females, 
57. 

The  dark  blotches  between  head  and  anus  in  1 6  speci- 
mens vary  from  37  to  55 j  the  average  being  46.  On  the 
tail  they  vary  from  10  to  14,  and  average  12.5. 

Distribution. — I  have  examined  specimens  of  the  Arizona 
Gopher  Snake  taken  at  Yuma,  Yuma  County}  the  Colorado 
River  above  Bill  ^yi]liams  River,  Mohave  County}  Cave 
Creek,  Maricopa  County}  Fort  Lowell  and  the  Santa  Cruz 
River  near  Tucson,  Pima  County}  and  the  vicinity  of  Here- 
ford and  Ramsey,  Carr  and  Miller  canyons  in  the  Huachuca 
Moimtains,  Cochise  Coimty,  Arizona.  Specimens  of  Pituo- 
phis  from  Arizona  have  been  recorded  or  collected  at  Oak 
Orchard,  Camp  Grant,  Wilton  Springs,  Tucson,  Gila  River, 
White  River  Canyon,  Prescott,  Walnut,  Fort  Whipple,  Fort 
Verde,  Grand  Canyon,  Colorado  Chiquito,  Canyon  Diablo, 
Camp  J.  A.  Packer,  Fort  Mohave,  and  at  Las  Gijas,  Pima 
County. 

Remarks. — ^The  specimens  from  Mohave  and  Yuma 
counties,  and  a  specimen  from  Silsbee,  Imperial  County, 
California,  (referred  to  P.  c.  deserticola)  show  more  or  less 
intergradation  between  the  Arizona  and  the  Desert  Gopher- 
Snakes.  These  specimens  have  very  many  gastrosteges, 
while  those  from  extreme  southeastern  Arizona  have  fewer. 
Indeed,  some  of  the  latter  have  so  few  as  to  indicate  inter- 
gradation with  the  gopher  snakes  of  New  Mexico  which 
Ruthven  has  referred  to  P.  c.  sayi  but  which  may  possibly 
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require  recognition  as  a  distinct  subspecies,  P.  ssyi  sffimis 
(Hallowell). 

Hsbiis. — Ruthven  states  that  a  large  specimen,  secured 
near  Tucson  about  sun  down  on  August  22,  had  recently 
swallowed  an  adult  ground  squirrel.  These  snakes  live  both 
on  the  desert  plains  near  sea  level  and  in  mountain  canyons 
to  an  altitude  of  at  least  5,300  feet. 


1 64.    Pituophis  vertebrmlis  ( Blainville ) 
San  Lucan  Gopher-Snak.e 

C^imSfr  wftArmlii  BuiiirviLLt,  Noov.  Ann.  Mitt.  HitC.  N«f.,  Vol.  IV, 
lijit  p*  i9.lf  pl-  37.  fift.  i-ib  (type  locality,  CaUfonla);  Baiio 
fie  GiiAio.  Cat.  N.  Amcr.  Rcpt.,  Ft.  I,  Scip.,  1853,  p.  15s. 

P$iu9pkii  wffUkr^ii    Di'm<ajl  ct  Biaftow,  Erpitulogic  G^niralc,  VoL 

VII.  p.  ijt;  B<x:oi*ir,  Mim.  Sci.  «u  Mn.,  Rq>tilc«,  p,  671,  pi. 
XLVIi.  ilgt.  i-id;  Van  DKnai'icN,  Pruc.  C«l.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  1, 
Vc4.  V,  p.  i$o;  STCjMccta  fie  BAiBOfa,  Check  list  N.  Amcr. 
Ampk.  Rcpt.,  1917,  p.  16;  Van  Dtnai-ac^N,  Proc.  C«l.  Acad.  Sci., 
Scf.  4,  Vol.  X,  No.  I,  1910,  p.  17;  Vam  DtMai-acN  fie  Slbvim,  Pvtx. 
Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1921,  pp.  53,  67;  NKLtoM,  Mem. 
Nat.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  XVI,  1931,  pp.  114,  115. 

Piiy^s  A^fmsfit  Cort,  Pruc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Pkila.,  I  §60,  p.  34S 
(type  locality,  Capt  St  Lucas). 

Ptiy^s  9ffUh^$i  Corv,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Pkila.,  1S60,  p.  34a; 
Core,  Bull.  L*.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  No.  1,  1875,  pp.  j9,  93;  YAaaow* 
Byll.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  No.  24,  p.  tar;  GAtitAM,  Bull.  I-Lmc«  Intf., 
Vol.  XVI,  18I4,  p.  37;  Cort,  ByU.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.  No.  J3,  itt7» 
p.  73;  BtLoiMc,  Wrtt  Amcr.  Scicntitt,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  34,  p.  9!; 
Corf,  Prf<.  L-.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  Vol.  XIV,  1893,  p.  643;  Cort,  Report 
U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.  kw  1I98,  1900,  p.  879;  TtaaoM,  Mem.  y  Rev. 
Soc.  Cient.  Antonio  Alrate,  Vol.  J9,  1 93 1,  pp.  164,  1 70. 

P$iy0pkit  meimm^Umtms  9tr$eirslit  Jam,  FJenco  titt.  dcfli  Oftds,  1 863, 
P-  59*  Jaw*  Iconogr.  §Mr.  Opk.,  a3c  livr.,  1867,  pi.  I,  If.  3. 

Puypkit  t^irmrftr  CAtMAM,  Mem.  Mut.  Compr.  Zool.  Camhr.,  VoL 

VIII,  Na  3,  1883,  pp.  51,  150  (part). 
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Coluber  caienifer  Boulenger,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mus.,  Vol.  11,  1894, 

p.  67  (part). 
Coluber  catenifer  var.  vertebralis  Mocquard,  Nouv.  Arch.  Mus.  Hist. 

Nat.y  4e  Ser.y  I,  1899,  p.  320. 

Description. — ^Head  large,  rather  flat  above,  with  snout 
projecting  and  rather  narrow.  Temporal  regions  not  swol- 
len. Rostral  plate  very  large,  prominent,  not  very  narrow, 
more  or  less  recurved  between  intemasals  on  top  of  snout; 
bounded  behind  by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal,  and  first  labial 
plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a  pair  of  intemasals, 
usually  four  prefrontals,  a  frontal,  supraocular  of  each  side, 
and  a  pair  of  parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  dis- 
tinct. Loreal  usually  elongate.  Preoculars  usually  two, 
rarely  one.  Postoculars  three.  Supralabials  usually  nine, 
often  10,  rarely  eight.  Infralabials  usually  12,  often  13, 
rarely  14  or  1 6.  Temporals  of  first  row  varying  from  three 
to  five,  usually  four.  Genials  in  two  pairs,  anterior  larger. 
Scales  on  body  in  31  to  35  rows,  usually  35,  keeled  except 
in  a  variable  number  of  lateral  rows.  Anal  plate  not  divided. 
Gastrosteges  varying  in  number  from  233  to  257,  males 
having  from  239  to  245,  females  from  247  to  257.  Uros- 
teges  in  two  series  of  from  57  to  67,  males  having  63  and 
64,  females  from  57  to  63. 

The  ground  color  is  pale  yellow,  sometimes  suffused 
with  red.  Along  the  middle  of  the  back,  from  the  head 
to  a  point  over  the  anus,  is  a  series  of  from  39  to  48  (at 
least)  dark  blotches  (average  44).  Anteriorly  these  blotches 
are  bright  red,  sometimes  with  scattered  blackish  scales, 
which  in  one  young  specimen  preponderate.  On  about  the 
posterior  third  of  the  body  the  blotches  become  jet  black. 
On  the  upper  surface  of  the  tail  are  from  ten  to  12  black 
blotches  or  cross-bars.  There  arc  two  or  three  series  of 
alternating  lateral  blotches  or  spots,  red  anteriorly  and  black 
posteriorly;  the  upper  series  often  confluent  with  the  dorsal 
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blotches.  The  heid  b  yellowish  olive  anteriorly  and  later- 
ally, reddish  above,  without  dark  bands  or  other  markings. 
The  keels  of  the  scales  of  the  dorsal  interspaces  nuy  be 
daik  red^  The  lower  surfaces  are  whitish  or  greenish  yel- 
loWy  marked  near  the  ends  of  some  gastrosteges,  anteriorly 
with  red  or  pink,  posteriorly  with  black*  The  urosteges 
arc  yellow  marked  with  jet  black  in  such  a  way  as  to  form 
an  irregular  median  subcaudal  streak. 


Lcngtii  to  anot 
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Vsrisiion. — Fourteen  specimens  show  the  following 
variations.  The  loreal  is  1 — 1  in  all  counted  (six).  The 
preoculars  are  2 — 2  in  thirteen,  or  93  9c}  1 — 1  in  one,  or 
7^1 .  The  postoculan  are  3 — 3  in  fourteen,  or  1 00%.  The 
temporals  in  five  specimens  are  4^—4  in  three,  or  60%; 
3—4  in  one,  or  20%,  and  4—5  in  one,  or  20%.  The  supra- 
labials  are  9 — 9  in  seven,  or  50% ;  9 — 10  in  five,  or  36%; 
8 — 9  in  one,  or  7%  ;  4nd  8 — 10  in  one,  or  7%.  The  infra- 
labials  are  12 — 12  in  seven,  or  50%;  13 — 13  in  three,  or 
22%;  13 — 14  in  two,  or  14%;  12 — 13  in  one,  or  7%;  and 
14—16  in  one,  or  7%.  The  scale-rows  are  iS  in  seven,  or 
SV'i ;  33  in  four,  or  3 1  Tc  i  34  in  one,  or  7% ;  and  3 1  in  one, 
or  7%  ;  the  average  is  34  rows.  The  gastrosteges  in  fifteen 
specimens  vary  from  233  to  257,  the  average  being  244; 
two  males  average  242,  four  females  average  250.  The 
urosteges  in  fourteen  specimens  vary  from  57  to  67;  the 
avenge  being  62 ;  two  males  average  63,  and  three  females, 
60. 

The  dark  blotches  between  head  and  anus  in  six  speci- 
mens vary  from  39  to  48,  the  average  being  44.  On  the 
tail  in  six  specimens  they  vary  from  10  to  12,  and  average 
IK 
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Distribution. — ^This  species  is  restricted  to  the  southern 
portions  of  Lower  California,  while  the  northern  end  of 
that  peninsula  is  inhabited,  along  its  western  coast,  by  Pituo- 
phis  catemfer  annectensj  and  probably  farther  east  by  Pituo- 
phis  catemfer  deserticola^  although  this  last  subspecies  has 
not  yet  been  reported  from  Mexico. 

Pituophis  vertebralisy  however,  ranges  some  distance  to 
the  north  of  the  Cape  Region,  where  it  is  very  common.  It 
has  been  collected  at  Agua  Caliente,  San  Antonio,  San  Bar- 
tolo,  San  Pedro,  San  Jose  del  Cabo,  Cabo  San  Lucas,  Mira- 
f  lores,  and  La  Paz,  all  in  the  Cape  Region,  and  at  Comondu, 
San  Ignado,  Arroyo  de  Santa  Agueda,  and  Ballenas  Bay. 
Gopher-snakes  have  been  taken  on  Santa  Margarita  Island. 

Remarks. — ^This  species  most  resembles  brightly  colored 
examples  of  the  Arizona  Gopher  Snake.  There  is,  however, 
very  much  more  red  in  the  coloration  of  P.  vertebralis  and 
a  greater  average  number  of  scale-rows  and  supralabial  and 
preocular  plates.  Moreover,  the  Arizona  snakes  are  only 
reddish  or  maroon,  not  bright  red,  and  are  most  reddish 
posteriorly  where  the  Lower  Californian  snakes  are  black. 
The  bright  red  coloration  of  P.  vertebralis  is  in  itself  suffi- 
cient to  render  easy  its  recognition  from  all  other  gopher- 
snakes. 

Genus  34.    Lampropeltis 

Lamfrofeltis  Fitzincer,  Systema  Reptilium,  1843,  p.  25  (type,  getulus 

Schlegel  '^holbrooki). 
Ofhiboltss  Baird  &  Girard,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rept.,  Pt.  1,  Serpents,  1853, 

p.  82  (type,  sayi). 
Bellofhis  Lockincton,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  VII,   1877,  p.   52 

(type,  zonata). 

The  body  is  rather  thick,  with  short  tail,  and  little  if 
any  constriction  at  neck.  The  snout  is  broad  and  high. 
The  upper  head-plates  are  normal.    The  nasal  plates  are 
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dtfdfict.  One  (rarely  two)  preocular  tnd  two  (rarely  one  or 
three)  pottoculari  are  pretenCy  is  b  alto  a  small  loreal  plate. 
Temporals  are  normally  2+3,  rarely  1+2,  1+3,  2+2, 
2+4,  or  3+4.  The  scales  are  smooth,  in  21  or  23  (or  24) 
rows,  each  with  two  apical  pits.  The  anal  pUte  b  undivided, 
but  the  urosteges  are  in  two  series.  The  eye  b  of  moderate 
size,  with  round  pupiL 

Synopsis  of  Spiciis 

a. — Some  red  in  coloration, 
b. — Urosteges  not  more  than  61  (41  to  61)}  snout  not 

entirely  whitish, 
c — Whitish  cross-bands  on  body  and  tail  usually  fewer 
than  30,  (25  to  40)}  snout  entirely  blackish,  or  yel- 
lowish at  sides}  gastrosteges  176  to  212.    Utah  and 

eastern  Arizona. 

L.  triangtthmi  gentlUs/— f  741. 

c*. — Whitish  cross  bands  on  body  and  tail  usually  more 

than  30  (23  to  57;  snout  hladdshi  gastrosteges  198 

to  222.    California. 

L.  sooala. — p.  74S. 

b*. — Urosteges  not  fewer  than  61  (61  to  79)}  snout  en- 
tirely whitish}  gastrosteges  216  to  235.     Arizona. 

L.  pyrouislana. — p.  746. 

a*. — No  red  in  coloration}  white  and  black  or  brown, 
bb.— Color  in  transverse  blotches  or  rings}  no  longitudinal 
nutfkings. 
oc. — Daric  areas  uniformly  black  or  brown  to  gastrosteges, 
without  light  nutfksngs  on  lateral  scales, 
d. — Scales  of  white  rings  mimsUy  without  dark  edges. 

I#.  getutas  boyliL^-fi.  712. 

d*. — Scales  of  white  rings  edged  with  black  or  brown 
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e. — ^Prefrontals  less  than  half  white;  frontal  with* 
out  white  or  with  only  a  narrow  transverse  bar 
at  anterior  end}  no  white  on  parietals}  infra- 
labials  usually  nine. 

L.  getulus  yumensis. — p.  7S7. 

e'. — ^Prefrontals  more  than  half  white;  frontal  with 
prominent  white  maridngs  or  at  least  a  central 
white  spot;  each  parietal  spotted  with  white; 
inf  ralabials  usually  ten. 

L.  getulus  conjuncta. — ^p.760. 

cc'. — ^Daric  areas  not  uniformly  black  or  brown  to  gas- 

trostegeSi  the  lateral  scales  having  light  centers. 

L.  getulus  splendida. — p.  763. 

bb'. — ^A  longitudinal  dorsal  light  or  dark  stripe  or  band, 

complete  or  interrupted. 

ox. — ^Longitudinal  dorsal  markings,  white,  yellow  or 

cinnamon,  lighter  than  the  dark  ground  color. 

dd. — Snout,  gastrosteges  and  urosteges  not  chiefly  or 

uniformly  dark  brown  or  blade;  light  markings 

white  or  yellowish. 

.  calif omise. — ^p.  765. 

dd'. — Snout,  gastrosteges  and  urosteges  chiefly  or  uni- 
formly brownish  black,  light  markings  pale  brown 

'  or  cinnamon. 

L.  nitida. — ^p.  767. 

ccc'. — Longitudinal  dorsal  band  purplish  brown  like  the 

ground  color;  lateral  scales  all  with  light  centers; 

lower  surfaces  chiefly  black. 

L.  catalinensis. — ^p.  769. 

The  harmless  king  snakes,  of  the  genus  Lampropeltis, 
frequently  are  confused  with  the  poisonous  coral  snakes  of 
the  genus  Micrurus  or  Elaps  owing  to  the  fact  that  both 
are  marked  with  rings  of  red,  blade  and  white  or  yellow. 
It  is  easy  to  distinguish  the  poisonous  spedes  from  the  harm- 
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km  kiiig  Makes  by  coloratiofi  alone,  nnoe  the  red  ts  next  to 
the  black  in  the  harmleis  snakes  and  not  in  the  poisonous 


165.  Lnmpropeltin  triangulum  gentilis  (Baird  8e  Giraid) 

WnriRN  RiNO  Sna&i  , 

OpM^hu  jmHIii  Baiko  Sc  GiiAfto,  C«c.  N.  Amcr.  RqK.,  Pc.  i,  Scrpcatt 
I'SJ*  P*  90  (type  locmliry,  Roflli  Forkt  Rsd  Rhrtr,  nsar  Swstl- 
waisr  Grsek,  Whssltr  Cottatjr,  Texas);  Baiko  Be  GiaAao, 
Marcy't  Rep.  Expl.  Red  River,  Ei«  Doc.  House  of  Rep.,  Jjrd. 
CoofrcM,  ii5j  (ii54)i  p-  i^  pi*  ^d«  Baiko,  Pac.  R.  R.  Sunr^ 
Vol.  X,  Pc.  III»  No.  I,  1859,  pi.  XXX,  if.  64;  MotLtr,  Traat. 
Kafitat  Acad.  Sri.,  Vol.  VI,  reprint,  1906,  p.  35. 

LtmpfpeihM  Mists  Cort,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  So.  Phila.,  iMo,  p.  156 
Ltmpfpekii  mmkitinsts    Kehmicott,    Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phtla^ 

I  Mo,  p.  j3i  (type  locality,  Foft  Lookout,  Sooth  Dakota). 

OpkiUims  muktunsiui  Cort,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mua.,  No.  I,  1S75,  p. 
j6;  Cora,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  Vol.  XIV,  it9i,  p.  611. 

OpkMmt  Misimt  gtmhiii  Cora,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  No.  I,  il7S» 
p.  j6;  YAaaow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  No.  I4,  tllj,  p.  90;  Bao»», 
Pksc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sri.  PHila.,  1901,  p.  75;  CaACtw,  Tram.  Kaataa 
Acad.  Sri.,  VoL  VII,  rrpriat,  1906,  p.  ill;  DrrnAai,  Reptile  Book, 
1907,  pp.  340t  34i>  pl-  to6,  if.  i;  Cocataam  Univ.  Gilorado 
Studitt,  Vul.  VII,  No.  3,  1910,  p.  iji;  EiUfl  Be  HanDaatoM,  Univ. 
C4urado  Studiea,  Vol.  X,  No.  3,  19IJ,  p.  91,  pi.  IV,  if.  ij;  EtUi 
Be  HanoaatoM,  Univ.  Colorado  Bull.,  Vol.  XV,  No.  6,  1915,  p. 
361 ;  Sraacaaa,  Baylor  Bulleftii,  Vol.  XVII,  No.  4,  1915,  p.  jS. 

OfMMms  Misms  smmmishu  Yaaaow,  Surv.  W.  loock  Merid.,  Vol.  V, 
>'7$»  P-  SJ7;  Yaaaow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mua.,  Na  a4»  ttlj,  p.  90 
(part). 

Ojpliia/aj  mmkttihsis  Covat  Be  Yaaaow.  Bull.  U.  S.  Gcol.  Surv.  Terr.* 
Vol.  IV.  iS7i,  p.  1I4;  Cora,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.  far  iS9l» 
1900,  p-  909.  if-  3)5- 

O^ktksiui  ihsmgmimi  var.  gnHht  CaaMiiif,  Mem.  Moa.  Cooipr.  ZooL, 
Camhr.,  Vol  VIII,  Na  j,  iSSj,  pp.  66,  Iff. 

Ump99pMi  wmiHUHms  Srtiatoaa,  Phic.  U.  S.  Nac  Maa.«  Voi  XIV, 
iSfi,  p.  foi. 
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Coronelia  leniilis  Boulbnger,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mus.,  Vol.  11,  1894, 

p.  ooi  (part?). 
OphiMus  doliatus  sysputus  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1893, 

p.  387  (Hennessy,  Oklahoma). 

Osceola  doliata  gentilis  Cope,  Rq).  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  for  1898,  1900, 
p.  894,  fig.  218. 

Lampropeltis  pyrrhomeltma  celtmops  Stejneger,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus., 
Vol.  XXV,  1902,  p.  153  (type  locality,  Mesilla  Valleyy  New 
Mexico);  Stejneger  &  Barbour,  Check  List  N.  Amer.  Amph. 
Rept.,  1917,  p.  89. 

Lampropeliis  do  iaius  geniilis  Branson,  Kan  as  Univ.  Sci.  Bull.,  Vol. 
II,  No.  13,  1904,  p.  402,  figs.  25,  25a. 

Lampropeltis  triangulum  geniilis  Stejneger  &  Barbour,  Check  List 
N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  90;  Blanchard,  Occas.  Papers 
Mus.  Zool.  Univ.  Michigan,  No.  87,  1920,  pp.  6, — ;  Blanchard 
Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  114,  1921,  p.  165,  fig.  72. 

Description. — ^Top  of  head  slightly  flattened  posteriorly, 
curving  downward  to  broad,  rounded  snout.  Rostral  plate 
large,  broader  than  high,  hollowed  below,  and  bounded  be- 
hind by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal,  and  first  labial  plates. 
Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a  pair  of  intemasals,  a  pair  of 
prefrontals,  a  short,  broad  frontal  between  two  supraoculars, 
and  a  pair  of  large  parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals 
distinct.  Loreal  present.  One  preocular.  Two  (or  rarely 
one)  postoculars.  Temporals  normally  two  followed  by 
three.  Seven  or  eight  superior  and  nine,  eight  or  ten  in- 
ferior labials,  fifth  and  sixth  superior  and  fifth  inferior 
usually  largest,  third  and  fourth  superior  reaching  eye,  first 
pair  of  inferior  meeting  on  median  line.  Genials  in  two 
pairs,  anterior  larger  than  posterior.  Scales  on  body  smooth, 
thin,  imbricate,  usually  in  21,  or  sometimes  23  or  19,  rows. 
Anal  plate  not  divided.  Gastrosteges  varying  in  number 
from  176  to  212.  Urosteges  in  two  series  of  from  31  to  53. 
The  snout  is  blackish,  sometimes  more  or  less  relieved 
with  gray  or  white  markings.  A  white  spot  may  be  present 
on  the  parietal  plate  anteriorly  and  the  posterior  edges  of 
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these  plates  are  involved  in  a  white  ring  which  ring  crosses 
the  occiput  and  includes  the  posterior  temporals  and  the 
last  labial  plate  before  joining  the  white  of  the  throat.  The 
rest  of  the  top  and  ndes  of  the  head  are  blackish^  usually 
mottled  with  red  or  white  on  the  snout.  Behind  the  Hrst 
white  ring  is  one  of  black,  sometimes  incomplete  below,  fol- 
lowed by  one  of  red,  and  in  turn  by  others  of  blade,  white, 
black,  red,  black,  white,  and  so  on,  the  whole  body  and  tail 
being  encircled  by  from  25  to  40  white  or  yellowish  rings 
between  which  are  rings  of  black  more  or  less  divided  and  re- 
placed by  blotches  or  rings  of  red  or  pink.  The  proportion 
of  black  to  red  varies  greatly.  Some  of  the  white  rings 
may  be  incomplete  or  alternate,  and  they  usually  are  broader 
below. 

In  life,  the  light  rings  vary  from  light  gray  to  bright 
yellow,  and  the  red  from  brownish  or  brick  red  to  scarlet. 

Lniftll  to  anui  .     .       ...     221 

Length  of  tail  ....       . 3t 

Diiinhuiiom. — ^Thb  snake  b  said  to  range  from  south 
central  Texas  to  South  Dakota,  thenoe  west  to  Utah  and 

Dr.  Carman  recorded  it  from  Utah  but  gave  no  definite 
locality.  The  only  Utah  specimen  I  have  seen  is  a  young 
female  collected  in  Cedar  Gty  Canyon,  Iron  County,  given 
to  me  by  Mr.  Herbert  Ptek.  Blanchard  records  it  also  from 
Phmn  Utah  County,  Utah« 

I  have  seen  no  speomens  from  Arizona,  but  Stejneger 
and  Blanchard  record  it  from  'Vastem  Arizona**  and  Yar- 
row^  specimen  from  Camp  Apache  represented  thb  sub- 
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166.    Lampropeltis  pjrromelana  (O^) 

Arizona  King  Snakb 

Pktc  79 

OphiMus  pyromelanus  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sd.  Phila.,  iM6,  p.  305 

(type  locality,  Arizoila). 
OphiMus  pyrrkomilas  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Na  I,  1875,  p.  yj 

(part);  Yarrow,  Surv.  W.  looth  Mend.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  p.  5J7, 

pi.  XIX;  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mu8.,  No.  24,  1883,  p.  91; 

Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1892,  610  (part);  Copb, 

Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900,  p.  907,  fig.  224, 
OphiMus  pyromelas  Coues,  Surv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  VoL  V,  1875,  p. 

619. 
OphiMus  geiulus  var.  pyromelanus  Garman,  Mem.  Mui.  Compr.  ZooL« 

Cambr.,  Vol.  VIII,  No.  3,  1883,  p.  67. 
OphiMus  geiulus  var.  pyrrhomelas  Gariian,  Mem.  Mus.  Compr.  ZooLt 

Cambr.,  Vol.  VIII,  No.  3,  1883,  p.  157. 
LamfrofdtU  fyrrhomeias  Cockerell,  Amer.  Nat.,  Vol.  XXX,   1896, 

p.  326;  Van  Dbnburgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sd.,  Ser.  2,  Vol.  VI, 

1 896,  p.  347. 
OphiMus  zonatus  Brown,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sd.  Phila.,  1901,  p.  79 

(part);  Ditmars,  Reptile  Book,  1907,  pis.  CIII,  fig.  6,  CVII,  fig. 

i;  Tucker,  Danger.  Poison.  Snakes  U.  S.,  1912,  p.  i,  pL  I,  fig.  I. 
Lampropeltis  pyrrhomeUna  Stejneger,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  VoL 

XXV,  1902,  p.  152;  Stone,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sd.  Phila.,  1911, 

p.  231;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  4, 

Vol.  3,  1913,  p.  415;  Blanchard,  Occas.  Papers  Mus.  Zool.  Univ. 

Michigan,  No.  87,  1920,  pp.  7,  -;  Blanchard,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat. 

Mus.,  No.  114,  1921,  p.  231,  fig.  71. 
Lampropeltis  pyromelana  pyromeleena  Stejneger  &  Barbour,  Check 

List  N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  88. 

Description. — ^Top  of  head  slightly  flattened  posteriorlyi 
curving  downward  to  broad,  rounded  snout  Rostral  plate 
large,  broader  than  high,  hollowed  below,  and  bounded  be- 
hind by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal,  and  iRrst  labial  plates. 
Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a  pair  of  intemasals,  a  pair  of  pr^ 
f rontals,  a  short,  broad,  irregtdarly  wedge-shaped  frontal 
between  two  supraoculars,  and  a  pair  of  large  parietals. 
Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  distinct.  A  small  loreal  usually 


<V      Tii'iP.C*!      \<  *i»    Si.  \«'i     X 


|\  4H  I)i  hhi m.ifll 


PlJkTK    79 


f. 


c 

3 


-:;  ? 

c    •" 
♦A     • 

c    — 

2  k 

f 

-  • 

-^  5 

c 
V  ? 

v'      3 

ti 


Li 

r  • 

^  - 


S4.  UMHtomris 747 

pffttent  One  preocular.  Two  or  three  portoculari.  Tem- 
ponls  nomudly  two  followed  by  three^  tometiinet  2+4. 
Seven  (rmrely  eight)  mperior  and  nine,  10, 1 1  or  12  inferior 
labials,  fifth  and  nxth  mperior  and  fifth  inferior  usually 
largest,  third  and  fourth  superior  reaching  eye,  first  pair  of 
inferior  meeting  on  median  line.  Genials  in  two  pairs, 
anterior  larger  than  posterior.  Scales  on  body  smooth,  thin, 
imbricate,  usually  in  23,  sometimes  25,  rows.  Anal  plate 
not  divided.  Gastrosteges  varying  in  number  from  216 
to  235.    Urosteges  in  two  series  of  from  71  to  79. 

The  snout  is  yellowish  white,  unnuriced  or  slightly 
spotted.  The  middle  third  of  the  head  is  black.  A  yellow- 
ish white  band  crosses  the  back  of  the  head,  involving  the 
tips  of  the  parietal  plates,  and  joining  the  white  of  the 
throat.  Behind  this  white  one  is  a  half  ring  of  black,  fol- 
lowed in  turn  by  another  of  red.  The  whole  body  is  similarly 
marked,  being  encircled  by  from  39  to  47  white  rings^  be- 
tween which  are  rings  of  black  nu>re  or  less  divided  and 
replaced  by  blotches  or  rings  of  red  or  pink.  The  propor- 
tion of  black  to  red  varies  greatly  in  different  specimens, 
as  does  also  the  intensity  of  the  red.  The  colors  of  the 
back  and  sides  are  continued,  somewhat  irregularly,  onto 
the  lower  surfaces.  The  white  rings  are  little  if  at  all 
broader  on  the  sides  than  on  the  back. 

LcnCtli  ID  MM Ml       ISO 

Lragck  of  utl 147         IIS 

Dinn^iiipoik— This  snake  occurs  in  Arizona,  Utah,  New 
MoicD  and  northern  Mexioo.  It  probably  is  confined  to 
the  mountain  nmges  and  coniferous  forests. 

In  Utah,  It  has  been  taken  at  Grsnger,  Salt  Lake  Omnty, 

and  at  7,000  feet  in  Beaver  Canyon,  Beaver  County. 
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Arizona  specimens  have  been  recorded  from  Mohare 
(Hualapai  Moimtains,  pine  belt  at  5,800-6^00  feet),  Coco- 
nino (Oak  Creek),  Yavapai  (Prescott,  Fort  Whipple),  Na- 
vajo (White  River  Canyon,  Fort  Apache),  Gila  (Carr's 
Ranch,  Sierra  Ancha  at  5,410  feet),  Pima  (pine  zone  at 
7,000  feet  in  Bear  Canyon,  on  Mount  Lemmon,  Catalina 
Mountains,  Madera  Canyon,  Santa  Rita  Mountains),  Gra- 
ham (Graham  Mountains),  Cochise  (Fort  Huachuca,  Hua- 
chuca  Mountains  at  6,000  feet,  and  in  the  pine  belt  in  Ram- 
sey and  Carr  Canyons,  near  the  mine  at  Bisbee,  and  near 
Tombstone),  Santa  Cruz  (Harshaw,  Patagonia  Mountains), 
counties. 

Habits. — ^Nothing  is  known  of  the  habits  of  this  snake. 

167.    Lampropeltis  zonata  (Lockington) 

California  King  Snake 

Plate  80 

f    Coluber  {Zacholus)  zonaius  Blain,  Nouv.  Ann.  du  Mus.,  Vol.  IV, 

i835y  p.  293  (type  locality,  California);  Baird  &  Girard,  Cat. 

N.  Amcr.  Reptiles,  Pt.  i,  Serpents,  1853,  p.  153. 
OphiMus  pyrrhomelas  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  i,  1875,  p.  37 

(part);  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1892,  p.  610  (part); 

Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900,  p.  907  (part). 
Bellophis  zonaius  Lockington,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  VII,  1877, 

p.  52  (type  locality  [Santa  Barbara],  Northern  California). 

OphiMus  getulus  multicinctus  Yarrow,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  V, 

1882,  p.  440  (type  locality,  Fresno,  California);  Yarrow,  Bull. 

U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  24,  1883,  p.  94. 
Ophiholus  trianguius  var.  tonatus  Garman,  Mem.  Mus.  Compr.  Zool., 

Cambr.,  Vol.  VIII,  No.  3,  1883,  p.  156. 
Coronelia  muUifasciata  Bocourt,  Miss.  Sci.  au  .Mex.,  Rept.,  loe  livr., 

1886,  p.  616,  pi.  XL,  figs.  2-2C  (type  locality,  California). 
Coronelia  zonata  Boulenger,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mus.,  Vol.  II,  1894, 

p.  202. 
Lampropeltis  zonata  Van  Denburgh,  Occas.  Papers  Cal.  Acad.  Sci., 

V,  1897,  p.  167,  fig.;  McLain,  Critical  Notes,  1899,  p.  ii;  Meek, 

Field  Columb.  Mus.,  Zool.  Ser.,  Vol.  VII,  No.  i,  1906,  p.  15. 
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OpkiMms  mm^hu  Bfeowii.  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phtla.»  igoit  p.  79; 
DtTMAat.  RqMik  Book,  1907,  p.  357*  H-  CIII,  fg».  7,  io»  pi.  CVII^ 
fif.  a;  RvTHUMOp  G>pcU»  1915,  No.  15. 

Lsm^r^pikti  ^yrrk^meLrms  mukiiimU  SitjiiBOBa,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat. 
Mitt.,  Vol.  XXV,  1191,  p.  i5j;  GaiMMKLL  Ik  GftjimBLL,  Throop 
Intfifutc  Bulletin,  No.  XXXV,  1907,  p.  39,  fig.  16;  GumnLt^ 
l*niv.  CaI.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  5,  No.  I,  190I,  p.  165;  ArtArr,  Univ. 
CaI.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  I  a.  No.  j,  1913,  p.  41. 

Lsmprwpektt  pyr^miismm  mmkiam€ts  Gajmiikll  Ik  Camp,  C«L  Publ.  ZooL, 
Vol.  17,  No.  10,  1917,  p.  1I4;  Hall  k  Gmiivkll,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad. 
5kct.,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  9,  No.  1,  1919,  p.  60;  Cowles,  joum.  EntomoL 
h  Zool.,  Pomona  CoUcge,  Vol.  XII,  No.  3,  I9»0|  p.  66;  SraniKiit, 
Traiia.  San  Diego  Soc.  Nat.  Hbf.,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  4,  1931,  p.  64. 

Lsmprmpfkis  prrwmeLrms  mmihi$m€ts  Srajvaota  Ik  Baaaova,  Check  LiaC 
N.  Amcr.  Ampk.  Rcpf.,  19I7»  p.  §9;  Sroaaa,  G»pcia,  No.  97,  I9iit 

P-  44- 
Ltrnp^ptkii  mmkUimU  BLAMCMAao,  Occaa.  Papers  Mua.  Zool  Unhr. 

Michigan,  No.  l7,  1910,  pp.  5,-;  BLAMCHAao,  BulL  U.  S.  Nai. 

Mut.,  No.  114,  1921,  p.  iia,  fig.  75. 

D0S€ripium. — ^Top  of  head  tlightly  flattened  pofteriorly, 
curving  downward  to  broad^  rounded  mout.  Roitral  plate 
largty  broader  than  high^  hollowed  below,  and  bounded  be- 
hind bjr  intemasaly  anterior  naaal,  and  firrt  labial  platea. 
Plates  on  top  of  head^  a  pair  of  intemaaalsi  a  pair  of  pee* 
f rontalty  a  shorty  broad^  irregularly  wedge-shaped  frontal 
between  two  fupraocular^  and  a  pair  of  large  parietala. 
Anterior  and  poaterior  naada  distinct.  A  amall  loreal 
preaenty  but  aometimea  united  with  prefrontal.  Two  port- 
oculan  and  one  (or  rarely  two)  preocular.  Temporala 
normally  two  followed  by  three,  aometimea  1+2|  l+S, 
2+3  or  2+4.  Seven  (rarely  aii  or  eight)  auperior  and  nine 
(rarely  eight  or  10)  inferior  labials,  fifth  and  siith  superior 
and  fifth  (or  foutth)  inferior  largest,  third  and  foutth  super- 
ior reaching  eye,  first  pair  of  inferior  meetiag  on  median  line. 
Geniab  in  two  pairs,  anterior  larger  than  poaterior.  Scalca 
on  body  smooth,  thtn,  imbricate,  often  in  21  usually  in  23, 
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very  rarely  in  25  rows«  Anal  plate  not  divided.  Gastrosteges 
varying  in  number  from  1 98  to  222.  Tail  short  but  slender. 
Urosteges  in  two  series  of  from  45  to  61. 

The  snout  may  be  black,  white  or  spotted.  The  middle 
third  of  the  head  is  black.  A  white  band  crosses  the  bade 
of  the  head,  involving  the  tips  of  the  parietal  plates,  and 
joining  the  white  of  the  throat.  Behind  this  white  one  is  a 
full  or  half  ring  of  black,  followed  in  turn  by  another  of  red. 
The  whole  body  is  similarly  marked,  being  encircled  by  from 
25  to  43  white  rings^  between  which  are  rings  of  hhxk. 
more  or  less  divided  and  replaced  by  blotches  or  rings  of 
red  or  pink.  The  proportion  of  black  to  red  varies  greatly 
in  different  specimens,  as  does  also  the  intensity  of  the  red. 
This  color  is  sometimes  present  anteriorly  only,  and  is 
usually  absent  near  the  tip  of  the  tail.  The  colors  of  the 
back  and  sides  are  continued,  somevt^at  irregularly,  onto 
the  lower  surfaces.  The  white  areas,  and  more  rarely  the 
red  ones  also,  are  sometimes  tinged  with  dull  yellowish 
brown.  The  white  rings  are  little  if  at  all  broader  on  the 
sides  than  on  the  bade 

Length  to  anas 288         486         S60         607         69S         722 

Length  of  uil 46  71  97         111         118         124 

Distribution. — ^This  brilliant  snake  seems  to  prefer  the 
moister,  cooler  portions  of  California,  such  as  are  occupied 
by  coniferous  forests.  It  has  been  taken  in  San  Diego 
(vidnity  of  San  Diego),  Riverside  (Strawberry  Valley  at 
6,000  feet  in  the  San  Jadnto  Mountains,  Banning),  Saa 
Bernardino  (San  Bernardino  Mountains,  Upper  Santa  Ana 
at  5,500  feet),  Los  Angeles  (Sierra  Madre,  vidnity  Pasa- 
dena, San  Gabriel  Mountains,  Placenta  Canyon,  Little  Te- 
junga  Canyon,  Arroyo  Seco  Canyon,  Claremont),  Ventura 
(Matilija),  Santa  Barbara  (Santa  Barbara),  Inyo  (Mount 


^ot  oooatiiig  the  5  fo  II  oa  the  tail 
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Whtfney  at  tfiOO  feet),  Tulare  (Hoc  Springs  at  89OOO 
feety  Heaven's  Gate  near  Little  Kern  River  Lake),  Fresno 
(Kings  River  Canyon),  Tuolumne  (Hodgdon's),  Mariposa 
(Yosemite  Valley),  El  Dorado  (Riverton,  Fyffe,  Kybure), 
Plumas  (Keddie),  Santa  Cruz  (Soquel,  Santa  Cruz,  Glen- 
wood,  Wrights),  Santa  Clara  (Mt.  Hamilton),  Napa 
(Mount  St.  Helena),  and  Siskiyou  (Callahan),  counties, 
California. 

Hstiii. — Very  little  is  known  of  the  habits  of  this  snake. 
It  b  rather  slow  in  movement  and  is  perfectly  harmless, 
although  popularly  believed  to  be  very  deadly.  When 
handled  roughly  it,  like  most  other  snakes,  will  bite,  at 
times  almost  fiercely,  but  even  when  the  sharp  little  teeth 
enter  the  skin  deeply  enough  to  draw  blood  no  unpleasant 
complications  result.  Its  bad  reputation  probably  results 
from  its  resemblance  in  coloring  to  the  venomous  Coral 
Snake  or  Elaps  (Micrurus).  The  pattern  of  the  King 
Snakes  <fif  fera  from  that  of  the  Coral  Snakes  in  having 
the  red  separated  from  the  white  (or  yellow)  by  black. 
In  the  poisonous  Coral  Snakes  the  red  and  white  (yellow) 
bands  are  side  by  side. 

The  King  Snake  b  said  to  destroy  many  rattlera  and 
other  snakes.  I  have  never  been  able  to  verify  this, 
although  I  have  tried  with  captive  specimens.  Boyle's  Milk 
Snake  sometimes  kills  and  cats  snakes,  so  it  b  not  improb- 
able that  the  King  Snake  may  have  the  same  kafaiL  One  of 
my  specimens  had  eaten  two  Blue-bellied  Lizards  (5<m(o* 
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168.    Lampropeltis  getulus  boylii  (Baird  &  Girard) 

Boyle's  Milk  Snake 
Plates  81  and  82 

Ophibolus  boylii  Baird  &  Girard,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rept.,  Pt.  I,  Seip. 

1853,  p.  82  (type  locality.  El  Dorado  Co*|  Cal.)*  Baird,  Rep.  Pac. 

R.  R.  Surv.,  Vol.  X,  1859,  Rept.,  p.  11,  pi.  30,  fig.  57;  Cope,  Proc. 

Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1866,  p.  305. 
Coronella  balteaia  Hallowell,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  Vol.  VI, 

^^$2^  P-  ^3^9  Hallowell,  Rep.  Pac.  R.  R.  Surv.,  Vol.  X,  pt.  4, 

1857,  pp.  14, 24,  pi.  V  (type  locality,  **E1  Paso  Credc  and  Benicia; 

also  intennediate  places,**  California). 

Lampropeltis  boylii  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  i860,  p.  255; 
Cooper,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  IV,  1873,  p.  79;  Stejneoer, 
N.  Amer.  Fauna,  No.  7,  1893,  P«  ^04;  Van  Denburgh,  Proc.  Cal. 
Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  2,  Vol.  V,  1896,  p.  1006;  Van  Denburgh,  Occas. 
Papers,  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  V,  1897,  p.  169;  McLain,  Critical  Notes, 
1899,  p.  II;  Meek,  Field  Columb.  Mus.,  Zool.  Ser.,  Vol.  VII,  No.  i, 
19059  p*  15;  Grinnell  &  Grinnell,  Throop  Inst.  Bull.,  No. 
XXXV,  1907,  p.  41,  fig.  17;  Grinnell,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool., 
Vol.  5,  No.  I,  1908,  p.  165;  Van  Denburgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci., 
Ser.  4,  Vol.  3,  1912,  p.  150;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal. 
Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  3,  191 3,  p.  415;  Atsatt,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ. 
Zool.,  Vol.  12,  No.  3,  1913,  p.  41;  Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool., 
Vol.  12,  No.  17,  1916,  p.  531;  Pemberton,  Condor,  1916,  p.  233; 
Grinnell  &  Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  17,  No.  10,  1917, 
p.  186;  Bentlby,  Copeia,  No.  75,  191 9,  p.  90;  Cowles,  Journ. 
Entomol.,  Pomona  College,  Vol.  XII,  No.  3, 1920,  p.  66. 

Coronella  getulus  var.  boylii  Jan,  Elenco  Sist.  degli  Ofidi,  1863,  p.  47. 

Coronella  getulus  var.  pseudogetulus  Jan,  Elenco  Sist.  degli  Ofidi,  1863, 
P*  47;  Jan,  Iconogr.  Ginbr,  Ophid.,  I2e  livr.,  pi.  VI,  fig.  2. 

Ophibolus  getulus  boylii  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  i,  1875,  P*  37; 
Yarrow,  Surv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  P-  S3^  (part);  Coues, 
Surv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  P«  618  (part);  Coues  &  Yar- 
row, Bull.  U.  S.  Geol.  Geog.  Surv.  Terr.,  Vol.  IV,  1878,  p.  283; 
Garman,  Mem.  Mus.  Compr.  Zool.,  Cambr.,  Vol.  VIII,  No.  3, 
1883,  pp.  69,  157;  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  24,  1883, 
p.  92  (part);  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1883,  PP*  I4>  ^9; 
TowNSEND,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  10,  1887,  p.  239;  Cope, 
Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1892,  p.  613;  Cope,  Report  U.  S. 
Nat.  Mus  for  1898,  1900,  p.  919  (part);  Brown,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat. 
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Sci.  Ptitla.»  1901 »  p.  7I;  DmiAM,  Rcpctk  Book,  1917,  pp.  341, 363, 
pit.  cm,  if.  9,  CVIII,  fig;  DtTMAM,  Repeilct  World.  1910,  p.  171; 
Rmtuiic,  G»pcM,  191 5»  No.  1$. 
C0t9melU  gtimls  BovLftwcta,  C«c.  Siukcs  Brit.  Mim.,  Vol.  11, 1I94,  pi.  97 

(p«rt). 

Lsmpfptkis  h^yki  h^ylii  SrtjiiKOBft  Ik  BAftftova,  Check  Lift  N.  Amcr. 
AmpK.  Rcpc.,  1917,  p.  I7. 

Lsmpr^ptkit  gHmJms  h^yHi  Blawciiaao,  Occas.  Papers  Mua.  ZooL  Univ. 
MKhifan,  No.  I7,  19)01  pp.  j,  -;  SramaMt.  Tnmt.  San  Dicfo 
Soc.  Nat.  Htsc,  Vol.  Ill,  Na  4,  1911,  p.  64;  Van  DBwavaoM  h 
Slivim,  Proc.  CaL  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1921,  pp.  il,  5a; 
Niuioii  Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  Sci.»  Vol.  XVI,  1931,  p.  1 14;  BLAWCNAao, 
BvIL  U.  S.  Nat.  Mua.,  No.  1 14, 1911,  p.  75,  if.  rj. 

D^uripiion. — A  larger  and  ttouter  mtke  than  L.  zcmsis. 
Top  of  head  slightly  flattened  pofteriorlyy  curving  down- 
ward to  the  broad  rounded  moul.  Temporal  regions  ru^y 
if  ever  swollen.  Rostral  plate  large,  little  broader  than  high, 
hollowed  below,  and  bounded  behind  by  intemasal,  anterior 
nasal,  and  first  labial  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a 
pair  of  intemasals,  a  pair  of  prefrontals,  a  short,  broad, 
irregularly  wedge-shaped  frontal,  supraocular  of  each  side, 
and  a  pair  of  large  parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasab 
distinct.  A  small  loreal  present,  but  very  rarely  united  with 
posterior  nasal.  One  preocular  and  two  (rarely  one)  post- 
oculars.  Temporals  normally  two  followed  by  three,  but 
may  be  2+2,  2+4,  or  3+4.  Seven  or  rarely  eight  superior 
and  ninCi  rarely  eight  or  1 0,  inferior  labials,  fifth  and  siith 
superior  and  fifth  or  fourth  inferior  largest,  third  and  fourth 
superior  reaching  eye,  first  pair  of  inferior  meeting  on 
median  line.  Genials  in  two  pairs,  anterior  much  larger 
than  posterior.  Scales  smooth,  thin,  imbricate,  in  23  or 
rarely  25  rows.  Anal  plate  not  divided.  Gaatrostegcs  vary- 
ing in  number  from  206  to  254.  Urostegca  in  two  series 
of  from  41  to  62,  a  few  of  the  first  sometimes  undivided* 

The  snout  and  sides  of  the  head  are  yellow  or  white, 
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more  or  less  spotted  or  blotched  with  dark  browa  along  the 
edges  of  the  plates.  The  nape  and  the  top  of  the  head  be- 
hind the  prefrontal  plates  are  dark  brown  or  black,  with  a 
varying  number  of  white  or  yellow  spots,  one  of  which  is 
very  constantly  present  just  behind  the  parietal  plates.  The 
body  and  tail  are  marked  with  great  blotches  or  rings  of 
brown  or  black,  separated  by  narrower  rings  of  yellow  or 
white.  These  white  rings  are  much  broader  on  the  ^des 
than  near  the  middle  of  the  hsucky  and  vary  in  number  from 
23  to  39  on  the  body  and  five  to  10  on  the  tail.  The  maik- 
ings  of  the  sides  are  continued  onto  the  lower  surfaces. 

Length  to  anas 317    383    S86    733    921    9S4 

Length  of  uil 44    56    93    129    118    135 

Distribution. — ^Boyle's  Milk  Snake  is  common  in  almost 
all  parts  of  California  except,  perhaps,  the  deserts  and  the 
higher  mountains.  It  has  been  recorded  also  from  southern 
Nevada,  Utah,  northwestern  Arizona,  and  northwestern 
Lower  California. 

In  California,  it  has  been  taken  in  San  Diego  (San  Diego, 
Campo,  La  Mesa,  Fall  Brook,  Twin  Oaks,  Santa  Margarita, 
Valledto^  Poway  Comers,  San  Dieguito  Valley,  Jacumba 
Hot  Springs,  Jarupa  Mountains,  La  Pucrta  Valley),  River- 
side (San  Jacinto  Mountains  opposite  Cabazon  and  oppodte 
Banning,  San  Jadnto,  Hemet  Lake,  at  4,400  feet.  River- 
side, Juniper  Mountains),  San  Bernardino  (lower  Santa 
Ana  Canyon  at  2,000  feet,  Ontario,  Turtle  Mountains, 
Providence  Mountains  at  4,500  feet.  Needles),  Los  Angeles 
(Pasadena,  Gardena,  Tujunga  Wash  east  of  San  Fernando, 
San  Gabriel  Wash  near  Azusa,  Claremont,  Lankershim, 
Los  Angeles,  Bairdstown,  Redondo  Beach,  mouth  of  San 
Gabriel  River,  Avalon,  Catalina  Island),  Ventura  (Pirn), 
Kern  (Fort  Tejon,  Tehachapi  Mountains,  Kern  Valley), 
Inyo  (Farrington  Ranch,  Laws,  Lone  Pine,  Wild  Rose 
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Springs  at  4,060  feet,  Beveridge  Canyoo),  Tulare  (East  Fork 
Kaweah  River,  Giant  Forest,  Sequoia  National  Rurk,  Three 
Riven),  Fresno  (Wbeatviile,  Stanley,  Fresno),  Mariposa 
(Pleasant  Valley,  Dudley),  Meited  (Gadwall),  San  Joa- 
quin (Forest  Lake),  Calavenu  (Mokelumne  Hill),  El  Dor- 
ado (altitude  2,000  feet).  Placer  (Applegate),  Sante  Bar^ 
bara  (Santa  Barbara),  San  Luis  Obispo  (Morro),  Monterey 
(Jolon),  Santa  Clara  (Coyote,  Los  Gatos,  Mount  Hamilton, 
San  Jose,  Pklo  Alto),  Alameda  (Haywards,  Alameda,  Oak- 
land, Piedmont),  San  Fnmdsco,  Marin  (San  Anselmo,  San 
Geronimo,  Mount  Tamalpais,  Camp  Taylor),  Solano  (Bern- 
cia,  three  miles  west  from  Vacaville),  Napa  (St.  Helena, 
Odistoga,  Mount  Veder),  Yolo  (Rumsey),  Tehama  (Te- 
hama), Sonoma  (Healdsburg,  eight  miles  west  from  Caza- 
dero,  Guemeville,  Warm  Creek  Springs  near  Skaggs  Springs, 
El  Verano),  Mendocino  (four  miles  west  from  Mount 
Sanhcdrin,  Irishes)  ,  Trinity  (Weaverville),  and  Shasta 
(Fort  Reading,  Redding,  Baiid,  McOoud  River,  Delta, 

Ing^)»  counties. 

In  Arizona,  it  has  been  secured  at  Cave  Creek,  Mari- 
copa County}  Fort  Verde,  Fort  Whipple,  and  Date  Credc, 
Yavapai  County ^  and  at  3,500  feet  near  Hackberry,  and  near 
Cottonia,  Mohave  County. 

In  Utah,  it  has  been  taken  at  Saint  George  and  Bellevue, 
Washington  County. 

Nevada  specimens  have  been  collected  at  St«  Thomas  and 
Overton,  Muddy  Valley,  Clark  County,  and  the  Current 
school  district  in  Nye  County. 

In  Lower  California,  it  has  been  recorded  from  Cape 
Colnett,  San  Quentin,  San  Salada  Canyon,  and  the  foothills 
of  the  San  Pedro  Martir  Mountains,  and  near  Ensenada. 

HMii. — ^The  black  and  white  king  snake  is  most  abond- 
ant  where  the  country  is  covered  with  chaparral  and  whetv 
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small  Streams  are  numerous.  It  usually  is  very  gentle,  but 
sometimes  fights  its  captor  most  fiercely,  rarely,  however, 
being  able  to  draw  blood  with  its  small  teeth.  I  have  twice 
f  oimd  it  swallowing  the  contents  of  quails'  nests,  and  once 
observed  one  crawling  along  the  ground  and  looking  up 
into  the  bushes  for  nests  of  small  birds.  Several  times  while 
I  watched,  its  quidc  eyes  detected  nests  three  or  four  feet 
above  it,  but  although  the  snake  immediately  climbed  up 
to  these,  it  did  not  obtain  a  meal,  for  the  nests  which  it 
examined  had  been  abandoned  by  their  builders  or  robbed 
by  some  earlier  comer. 

While  I  was  watching  a  man  spade  up  a  small  plot  of 
ground,  he  killed  two  gophers  (Thomomys)  and  threw 
them  a  few  feet  away.  A  few  minutes  later  a  snake  of  this 
species  appeared,  went  directly  to  the  spot  where  the  gophers 
lay  side  by  side,  and  swallowed  first  the  adult  and  then  the 
half  grown  one.  It  took  no  notice  of  our  presence,  and 
after  completing  its  hearty  meal  disappeared  in  the  direc- 
tion whence  it  had  come. 

Dr.  Merriam  notes  (N.  Amer.  Fauna  No.  7)  that  several 
were  secured  in  dense  thickets  of  A  triplex  torreyi  at  Overton, 
Nevada.  About  dark  they  began  to  emerge  from  these  re- 
treats, making  a  great  noise  in  crawling  over  the  dry  leaves, 
and  were  soon  found  in  the  open. 

A  specimen  preserved  in  the  collection  of  the  University 
of  California,  had  partially  swallowed  a  rattlesnake  about 
two  feet  long.  Plate  82  shows  a  Boyle's  Milk  Snake  eating 
a  Coast  Gopher  Snake  which  it  had  just  killed. 


CK      }•„:,.  i.\,       \.  ...    S.,.  \„.      \  |\\s   OionCX.H)  Pl.MI     82 
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/{MMrib.— This  nake  it  to  wnilar  to  tppearmoe  to  L. 
g.  comj$mcts  of  Che  Cape  Region  of  Lower  Ctlifornia  that 

Ifefiaitled  theni  at  identical.  Acsooftlinff  to  BlanchaixL 
however^  this  reaemUanoe  ia  only  apparent,  and  these  two 
aiibapedef  need  never  be  oonf  used,  that  indeed  they  are  not 
even  related  directly,— only  through  hcylm  can  can/mmcts  be 
derived  from  ymm^mis.  L.  g.  conjmncis  ^^owi  doaer  affin- 
ities with  kiijlm  than  with  this  form  in  the  pattern  and  scala- 
tion  of  the  head,  and  in  the  fact  that  its  young  are  indis- 
tinguishable in  the  coloration  of  the  white  rings  from  the 
young  and  adults  of  hcylm\  and  that  the  basal  shading  of 
the  white  scales,  which  has  resulted  in  the  confusion  of  the 
southern  Arizona  specimens  with  those  from  the  Cape 
Region,  may  well  have  been  derived  by  com/wmcis  directly 
from  ^/Js  noce  the  latter  shows  this  chamcter  sporadically 
throughout  its  range.''  L.  g0imlmi  ymm^mis  ^tergrades 
with  L.  g0tulus  spl0ndids  (Baird  &  Girard)  in  the  vicinity 
of  Tucson,  Arizona,  and  east  and  south  of  there.  In  the 
region  of  the  Florence  River,  in  Arizona,  it  passes  into 
L.  g^imlms  hcylii  (Baird  &  Girard),  and  in  Imperial  County 
or  eastern  San  Diego  County,  California,  it  likewise  inter- 
grades  with  this  form.'' 

Duifihmihn.—Tht  Desert  Milk  Snal»  has  been  recorded 
from  Arizona,  California,  Lower  California,  and  Sonora. 

In  Arizona,  it  is  confined  to  the  southern  portions  of  the 
state,  where  it  has  been  secured  in  Graham  (Ash  Creek,  Cal- 
va,  San  Carlos  Indian  Reservation,  Fort  Grant),  Pima  (Tuc- 
son, Fort  Lowell,  27  miles  west  from  Indian  Oasis),  and 
Yuma  (Yuma,  Colorado  River  10  miles  below  Cibola), 


In  California,  it  has  been  secured  only  along  the  Colo- 
rado River  at  Pilot  Knob^  Fort  Yuma,  and  five  miles  north- 
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east  of  Fort  Yuma,  in  Imperial  County}  and  near  Coachclla, 
Riverside  G)unty. 

In  Lower  California,  the  only  record  is  Volcano  Lake. 

In  Sonora,  it  has  been  taken  at  Son  Domingo. 

1 70.    Lampropeltis  getulus  conjuncta  (Cope) 
San  Lucan  Milk.  Snaice 

Lampropeltis  boylii  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1860,  p.  255. 
Lampropeltis  boylii  conjuncta  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1861, 

PP-  301 »  305  (part)  (type  locality.  Cape  St  Lucas);  Mc  Lain, 

Contr.  Neotrop.  Herpet.,  1899,  p.  $;  Stbjnbgbr  &  Barbour,  Check 

List  N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  191 7,  p.  87  (part). 
OphiMus  getulus  conjunctus  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  i,  1875, 

pp.  37,  92;  Yarrow  &  Henshaw,  Ann.  Rep.  Chief  of  Engineers  for 

1878,  Surv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  Appendix  NN,  1878,  p.  212;  Cope, 

Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  32, 1887,  P-  78. 
OphiMus  getulus  hoylii  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  24,  1883, 

p.  92  (part);  Belding,  West  Amer.  Scientist,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  24,  1887, 

p.  98;  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900,  p.  919  (part); 

Terron,  Mem.  y  Rev.  Soc.  Cient.  Antonio  Alzate,  Vol.  39,  1921, 

pp.  165,  171. 
Lampropeltis  conjuncta  Van  Den  burgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  2, 

Vol.  5,  1895,  p.  142. 
Lampropeltis  getulus  conjuncta  Blanchard,  Occas.  Papers  Mus.  Zool. 
fniv.  Michigan,  No.  70,  1919,  pp.  6,  10;  Blanchard,  Occas.  Papers 

Mus.  Zool.  Univ.  Michigan,  No.  87,  1920,  pp.  4,  -;  Van  Denburoh 

&  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1921,  pp.  52,  68; 

Nelson,  Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  XIV,  1921,  pp.  114,  115; 

Blanchard,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  114, 1921,  p.  89,  fig.  21. 

Description. — Similar  to  L.  g.  boylii.  Top  of  head 
slightly  flattened  posteriorly,  curving  downward  to  the 
broad,  rounded  snout.  Temporal  regions  rarely  if  ever 
swollen.  Rostral  plate  large,  little  broader  than  high,  hol- 
lowed below,  and  bounded  behind  by  intemasal,  anterior 
nasal,  and  first  labial  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a 
pair  of  intemasals,  a  pair  of  prefrontals,  a  short,  broad 
frontal^  supraocular  of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of  large  parie- 
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Calf.  Ancerior  tiid  posterior  naitlt  diitiocc.  Lorcal  a  little 
longer  than  high.  One  prtoailar  and  usually  two  postooi* 
Ian.  Temporals  normally  two  followed  by  three.  Seven 
supenoff  and  10,  or  rarely  nine  or  II,  inferior  labials^  fifth 
and  stith  superior,  and  fifth  or  fourth  inferior  largest) 
third  and  fourth  superior  reaching  eye;  fint  pair  of  inferior 
meeting  on  median  line.  Genials  in  two  pairs,  anterior  much 
larger  than  posterior.  Scales  smooth,  thin,  imbricate,  in  23 
or  rarely  25  rows.  Anal  plate  not  divided.  Gastrosteges 
varying  in  number  from  228  to  240.  Urostegcs  in  two  seriea 
of  from  46  to  54. 

The  ground  color  of  the  head  is  black.  The  rostral  Is 
white  with  a  black  border  on  the  sides  and  above.  The 
nasals,  loreal,  oculars,  and  son^imes  temporals  have  whitish 
central  spots.  The  labials  and  genials  are  whitish  with 
blackish  edges.  The  white  nuriungs  on  the  prefrontals  and 
intemasals  occupy  not  more  than  half  the  area  of  these 
plates.  The  frontal  plate  has  prominent  whitish  markings, 
or  at  least  whitish  spots.  Each  parietal  plate  has  one  or 
more  white  spots.  Beneath  the  eye  there  usually  b  a  rather 
conspicuous  enlargement  of  the  daric  borders  of  the  third 
and  fourth  labial  plates.  Light  nuriungs  on  the  anterior 
two  rows  of  temporals  are  usually  present.  The  pattern  on 
the  body,  like  that  of  L.  g^tulms  ioylii^  is  of  whitish  rings 
on  a  black  or  dark  brown  ground  color,  but  the  scales  of  the 
white  rings  are  marked  basally  with  brown  or  black,  which 
sometimes  extends  irregularly  around  the  sades  so  as  to 
obicure  the  rings.  The  latter  are  narrow  on  the  back,  one  to 
two  and  a  half  scales  in  width,  widening  on  the  sides  to 
about  two  to  five  scales,  and  traversing  the  belly.  The 
rings  may  be  broken  on  the  midline  above  or  below,  and 
alternate  for  a  greater  or  less  diitanoe.  They  vary  m  num- 
ber from  30  to  40  on  body  and  tail.  The  belly  usually  is 
crosKd  by  the  oontinuatioas  of  the  hbck  and  white  rings. 
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but  the  whitish  ventral  plates  usually  are  conspicuously 
mariced  at  their  bases  with  blade  or  daric  brown. 

The  young  of  this  subspecies  are  not  distinguishable  from 
those  of  L.  g.  boyliu  All  the  larger  individuals  agree  in 
having  the  scales  of  the  white  rings  mariced  basally  with 
blade  or  dark  brown.  This  blade  edging  seems  to  appear 
first  upon  those  scales  which  are  nearest  the  median  dorsal 
line,  and  to  extend  to  the  lateral  ones  and  over  more  and 
more  of  the  surface  of  each  scale  as  the  snake  increases  in 
size. 

Length  to  anus 740         748 

Length  of  uil 96         101 

Remarks. — ^This  snake  is  so  similar  in  appearance  to 
L.  g.  yumensis  that  I  regarded  them  as  identical.  According 
to  Blanchard,  however,  this  resemblance  is  only  apparent, 
and  these  two  subspedes  need  never  be  confused.  He  states 
that  they  are  not  even  related  directly.  L.  g.  conjuncta 
shows  closer  affinities  with  boylii  than  with  yumensisj  ^^in 
the  pattern  and  scalation  of  the  head,  and  in  the  fact  that 
its  young  are  indistinguishable  in  the  coloration  of  the  white 
rings  from  the  young  and  adults  of  boylii  \  and  that  the  basal 
shading  of  the  white  scales,  which  has  resulted  in  the  con- 
fusion of  the  southern  Arizona  spedmens  with  those  from  the 
Cape  Re^on,  may  well  have  been  derived  by  conjuncta 
directly  from  boyliij  dnce  the  latter  shows  this  character 
sporadically  throughout  its  range.'' 

Distribution. — ^The  known  range  of  this  subspedes,  as 
restricted  by  Dr.  Blanchard,  is  confined  to  the  Cape  Region 
of  Lower  California.  The  type  was  taken  by  John  Xantus 
near  Cape  San  Lucas.  Mr.  Belding  found  this  snake  at  La 
Paz.  I  have  seen  spedmens  from  San  Jos£  del  Cabo.  It  has 
been  taken  also  at  Santa  Anita. 
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.71.    Lampropeltis  getulustplendida  (Baird  &  Girard) 

SoNORAN  MtLK  Snake 

Opkik%iut  tpUmdUmi  BAtfto  h  GiftAftD,  Cat.  N.  Amcr.  Rq>rilcs  Pt.  t, 

Scqtcfirt,  1I5J,  p.  I J  (type  locality,  Sooofflt  ICtlico):  BAtao,  U.  S. 

Mm.  Buund.  Sunr.,  Vol.  II,  Rcpf.,  il$9,  p.  30|  pi.  I4,  Baikd,  Rep. 

Pac.  R.  R.  Sunr.,  Vol.  X,  il$9,  p.  4.1,  pi.  jo,  fig.  5I;  Core,  Proc. 

Acad.  Nar.  Set.  Phila.,  1866,  p.  jio;  SraicKia,  Baylor  Bullctiiiy 

Vol.  XVIil,  No.  4,  191$.  p.  j9. 
OpktMmt  $syt  Baikd  h  Giraid,  Car.  N.  Amcr.  Rq>f.,  Pt.  t,  Scrpentti 

ilj.l,  pp.  Ij,  159  (part);  MAacr,  Espkir.  Red  River.  1I54,  p.  199, 

pi.  Vii;  CoPK,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  Vol.  II.  illl,  p.  J9t. 
Lgmpif^iht  s^lemdids  G>pi  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Set.  Phtla.,  il6op  p.  155; 

CocKiaiix,  Aiaerieja  Njiaralitc,  Vol.  XXX,  April,  1196,  p.  I26| 

Van  DauBvaoN,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sei.»  Ser.  a.  Vol.  VI.  1896,  p.  347; 

STKjMKQKft  6c  BAfttova,  Clicck  Lift  N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  1917, 

p.  09. 
CwfmiU  itimluM  var.  $pUnJUs  Jau,  Elenco  Sitt.  dcgli  Ofidi,  tt6j,  p.  47; 

Jam,  Iconogr.  GMf.  Ophid.,  I3c  livr.,  lt6f,  pi.  6,  fig.  1. 
OfAtMtn    g0tmiu»    iflsmdidm  Core,  Ball.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mot.,  No.  1, 

iS75»  p-  J7;  Couit,  Surr.  W.  looch  Merid.,  Vol.  V,  1175.  p.  619; 

Gabmam,  Mem.  Mut.  Compr.  Zool.,  Cambr.,  Vol.  Vlll,  No.  j,  tllj, 

p.  I $7;  YAaaoWy  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Miia.,  No.  24,  illj,  p.  93;  Cope, 

Proc.  V,  S.  Nat.  Mim.,  Vol.  I4,  1191,  p.  6ij;  Core,  Report  U.  S. 

Nat.  Mut.  far  1898,  1900,  p.  918,  fig.  229. 
O^ktMmM  gttmlmi  smyi  Baoww.  Proc.  Acad.  Nar.  Sci.  Phila.,  1901,  p.  77; 

BaowM,  Proc.  Acad.  Nar.  Set.  Phtla.,  190.1,  p.  $$0, 
Lsmprw^lhi  gfimhu  tpkmdidtu  Wrioitt,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila., 

1915.  P-  "48. 
Lsmp^peihi  gtimhu  tpkmdids  BLAWCttAao,  Occat.  Papcn  Mut.  ZooL 
l*niv.  Michigan,  No.  87,  1920,  pp.  2,  *;  BuiircNAao,  Bull.  U.  S. 
Nat.  Mua.,  No.  114,  1921,  p.  26,  figt.  29,  jo. 

D0i€ripnon. — SimtUr  to  L.  g.  hcylii.  Top  of  head 
slightly  flattened  potteriorly^  curving  downwird  to  the 
broadf  rounded  snout.  Temponl  regions  rarely  if  ei^tr 
swollen.  Rostral  plate  largey  little  brcsder  than  high,  hoi- 
lowed  belowy  and  bounded  behind  by  intemasal,  anterior 
nasal  and  first  labial  plates.    Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a 

f  rontaly  supraocular  of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of  large  parie- 
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tals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  distinct.  Loreal  a  little 
longer  than  high.  One  preocular.  Two  postoculars.  Tem- 
porals normally  two  followed  by  three.  Seven  or  rarely 
eight  superior  and  nine,  or  sometimes  10  or  U,  inferior 
labials}  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  superior,  and  fourth  and  fifth 
inferior  largest;  third  and  fourth  superior  reaching  eye. 
Genials  in  two  pairs,  anterior  much  larger  than  posterior. 
Scales  smooth,  thin,  imbricate,  in  23  or  sometimes  25  rows. 
Anal  plate  not  divided.  Gastrosteges  varying  in  number 
from  207  to  225.  Urosteges  in  two  series  of  from  43  to  S6. 
The  general  color  is  blade  or  blackish  brown  and  yellow- 
ish white,  so  arranged  that  most  of  the  lateral  scales  are 
blade,  each  with  a  sharply  defined  white  or  yellow  elongate 
central  spot.  Some  of  the  dorsal  scales  are  similarly  marked, 
but  often  these  are  so  grouped  as  to  leave  a  series  of  solidly 
blade  dorsal  blotches  some  41  to  85  in  number  on  body  and 
tail.  The  lower  surfaces  are  whitish,  marbled  with  black. 
Sometimes  lateral  dark  blotches  alternating  with  the  dorsal 
ones  are  more  or  less  evident.  The  top  of  the  head  is  blade 
with  white  markings  on  the  rostral,  intemasal,  and  prefrontal 
plates.  Similar  spots  appear  on  the  nasals,  loreal,  and  ocu- 
lars.   The  labials  are  light  with  dark  edges. 

Distribution. — ^This  subspedes  is  said  to  range  from 
Texas  west  into  Arizona  and  south  into  Mexico  (Sonora). 

Arizona  spedmens  have  been  recorded  as  taken  in  Pima 
(Tucson,  Fort  Lowell),  Santa  Cruz  (Fort  Buchanan),  and 
Cochise  (Fort  Huachuca,  Babacomari  Creek),  counties. 

Habits. — One  spedmen,  shot  near  Fort  Lowell,  was 
found  in  a  tree  in  the  river  bottom.  It  probably  was  look- 
ing for  birds'  nests. 
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172.    Lampropeltis  cmlifomia  (Bbinville) 

Caufornia  Milk  Snaki 

PUfc  83 

C^itOir  {Opkis)  Cml^^mui  Blaiitvilli.  Nouv.  Ann.  du  Mu«.»  Vol.  IV, 
iSj^  P-  ^2*  pl-  XXVII,  ISft«  i-ib  (type  localtry,  CaUfarala); 
Bairo  Ac  GiftAfto,  Cat.  N.  Amcr.  Rq>f.,  Pt.  i»  Scq>.»  ilHt  P-  tfj* 

CoronW/j  /Wi/onvi#  IX*iii[»ii.  A  BinmoM,  Krpel.  Gencr.,  Vol.  VII,  llS4t 
p.^J. 

Cprv«#tfi  ifimius  var.  esiif^mies  Jam,  Elcnco  Site,  degit  Ofidi,  it6j,  p.  47; 
Jam,  leooor.  C^^r.  Ophid..  14€  lirr.»  lt6S,  pi.  S,  fig.  I. 

OfkiMmi  e^if^mi^  Con,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mua.,  No.  t,  1I759  p.  J7; 
Copt»  RqKirt  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.  far  1I9I,  1900,  pi.  XIX,  fig.  I. 

OpktMui  gettUms  eistmi  YAaaow,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  VoL  V,  tlla, 
P-  4J9  (typ^  locaKcy,  FirMOO,  Califonk);  YAtaow,  Bull  U.  S. 
Nat.  Miia.9  No.  14,  III  J,  p.  94. 

OpklMus  geimitu  t^9m$4t  GAaMAv,  Mctn.  Mut.  Compr.  Zool.,  Cambr., 
Vc4.  VIII,  No.  3,  illj,  p.  ip;  CoPK,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  VoL 
XIV,  1I92,  p.  614;  Copt,  lUport  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.  far  1I9I9  1900, 
p.  911,  fig.  iji;  BaowM,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.,  Phila.  1901,  p.  7I; 
DiTiiAftt,  Rcpiik  Book,  19079  pp-  34tt  J^J- 

CmwmiU  gfimls  BovLiNcta,  Cat.  Snakct  Brtt.  Mut.,  Vol.  II,  1I94, 
p.  197  (part). 

Lrnmpfpfihi  t^wnim  Vam  DcnavacN,  Qtcat.  Papcn  Cal.  Acad.  Set., 
V»  il97»  p*  I7)t  H>'\  Mdjiiif,  Critical  Notca,  il99»  p*  1 1;  Va« 
DavavacH,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Set.,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  j,  1911,  pp.  149, 
tfis  Gaiiiiiai.t  Ac  Camp,  L*niv.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vc4.  17,  No.  10^ 
19179  P*  1*7;  SfijMicaa  Ac  BAaaota,  Check  Litt  N.  Amcr.  Amph. 
Rcpf.,  19179  P<  *7;  Hail  Ac  GainiitLL,  Pr«ic.  Cal.  Acad.  Sri.,  Scr.  4, 
Vol.  9,  No.  a,  1919,  p.  54;  SramcMt,  Trant.  San  Diego  Soc.  Nac« 
Mm.,  VoL  III,  No.  4«  19119  P-  ^;  Va»  Dcwavaon  Ac  Sttvtv,  Ptac 
CaL  Acad.  Set.,  Sar.  4,  VoL  XI,  19119  P-  fi;  Nauon,  Mem.  Nat 
Acad.  Sew,  VoL  XVI,  1911,  p.  114. 

LtmpfpMt  t^hfmmkm  td^wmm  BtAVcHAao,  Occaa.  Papcn  Mtn.  ZooL 
Umv.  Mkhigaa,  Nc».  I79  I9^»  pp-  3t  *s  BLAVCMAao,  BdL  U.  S. 
Nat.  Mut.,  No.  114, 1911,  p.  94,  Ig.  11. 

D09€nfAtmj—^kni&MX  to  JL  g.  haylii  in  evtfythifig  tnit 
color.  Top  of  hoKl  ilighlly  flattened  poiterioriy,  curviof 
downward  to  brand  rounded  anouL  Temponl  regiona  rarely 
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if  ever  swollen.  Rostral  plate  large,  little  broader  than 
high,  hollowed  below,  and  bounded  behind  by  intemasal, 
anterior  nasal,  and  first  lalnal  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head 
are  a  pair  of  intemasals,  a  pair  of  prefrontals,  a  short,  brood, 
irregidarly  wedge-shaped  frontal,  supraocular  of  each  ade, 
and  a  pair  of  large  parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals 
distinct.  A  small  loreal,  rarely  absent.  One  preocular  and 
two  (rarely  one  or  three)  postoculars.  Temporals  normally 
two  followed  by  three.  Seven  (or  eight)  superior  and  dght, 
nine  or  1 0  inferior  labials,  fifth  and  sixth  superior  and  fifth 
inferior  largest,  third  and  fourth  superior  reaching  eye, 
first  pair  of  inferior  meeting  on  median  line.  Genials  in 
two  pairs,  anterior  much  larger  than  posterior.  Scales 
smooth,  thin,  imbricate,  in  23  (or  25  or  24)  rows.  Anal 
plate  not  divided.  Gastrosteges  varying  in  number  from 
226  to  241 .    Urosteges  in  two  series  of  from  47  to  60. 

This  is  a  very  peculiar  snake  which  may  prove  to  be  a 
mere  variation  of  Lamprofeltis  g.  hoylii^  from  which  it  does 
not  differ  in  size,  form,  or  scale  characters.  There  is  an 
immense  amount  of  variation  in  the  color  pattern}  indeed, 
this  is  rarely  alike  in  any  two  specimens.  The  head  is  not 
colored  differently  from  that  of  L.  g.  boyliiy  except  that 
there  often  is  more  yellow  near  the  posterior  edges  of  the 
parietal  plates.  Along  the  sides  of  the  body  are  more  or 
less  broken  longitudinal  lines  or  bands  of  white  or  yellow. 
Above  these  the  coloration  is  dark  brown  to  the  median  line, 
along  which  is  a  single,  definite,  narrow  line,  or  a  series  of 
small  spots  or  blotches,  or  both.  The  tail  is  dark  brown, 
spotted  above  with  white  or  yellow.  The  gastrosteges  are 
yellow  or  white,  unicolor  or  blotched  with  brown  as  in  L.  ^. 
baylH. 

Length  to  tnns 277         342       1044 

Length  of  uil 44  49         140+ 
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Diiirihuium. — ^The  California  Milk  Snake  has  been 
found  in  San  Diego  (Carlsbad,  Campo,  Point  Loma,  San 
Dieguico  Valley,  Poway,  Orcutt,  Santa  Ysabel,  La  Mesa, 
Cuyanuca,  Witch  Creek,  Dulzura,  Julian),  Riverside  (San 
Jacinto),  San  Bernardino  (Waterman  Canyon,  San  Bernar- 
dino Mountains),  Los  Angeles,  and  Fresno  (Fresno,  Jame- 
son, Firebaugh),  counties,  California,  and  at  San  Ysidra 
Ranch  northern  Lower  California. 

1 73.    Lnmpropeltis  nitida  Van  Denburgh 
LowEE  Calipoenia  Milk  Snaki 

OpkiMmi  i^ifmmm  Cort»  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Miit.,  No.  31,  til?,  p.  79. 
Ltmpf^ekti  mUUs  Va»  Dm avaoii,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad  Set.,  Scr.  s,  VoL  V, 

ii95*  p*  t4jf  pL  XIV  (type  locality.  San  JoM  del  Cabo,  Lover 

Califoraia,  Meiieo);  Srtjiftocft  Sc  BAaaova*  Clicck  Liac  N. 
Amcr.  Amph.  Rq^t.,  1917,  p.  IS;  Vaw  DcvavaoH  Sc  SLurtv,  Froc 
Cal.  Acad.  Set.,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  XI,  t^ii,  pp.  fi,  61;  NaLSOW,  Mem. 
Nat«  Acad  Sci.»  Vol.  XV|^  1911,  pp.  114,  115. 
Lampr^^ekii  t^tjwnkm  mtiiJs  Blavcmaeo,  Occat.  Papcn  Mm.  ZooL 
Univ.  MichigaA,  No.  I?,  193O1  pp.  j,  -;  Blawcmaeo,  B«tlL  U.  S. 
Nat  Mua.,  No.  114,  1911,  p.  loj. 

D0scrifskm. — Head  little  distinct  from  neck,  consder- 
aUy  depTRMcdy  with  broadly  rounded  snout«  Rottral  plate 
large,  hollowed  below,  and  bounded  behind  by  intemaaal, 
anterior  naaU,  and  Hrvt  labial  platea.  Plates  on  top  of  head 
are  a  pair  of  intemasals,  a  pair  of  prefrontals,  a  rather  short 
frontal,  supraocular  of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of  large  parie* 
tals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  distinct.  A  small  loreaL 
One  preocular.  Two  postoculars.  Temporab  normally 
two  followed  by  three.  Seven  superior  labials,  third  and 
fourth  reaching  eye.  Nine  or  10  inferior  labials,  fifth 
largest,  fint  pair  meeting  on  median  line.  Geniak  m  two 
pairsi  anterior  very  much  larger  than  posterior.  Scales 
^nftflfh,  thin,  imbricate,  in  23  rows.  Anal  plate  not  divided. 
Gasiiosttgea  227«    UrtMfesgcs  m  two  strica,  5€  m  number. 
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The  bade  and  sides  are  blackish  brown;  the  former,  with 
a  rather  indistinct  longitudinal  line  composed  of  cinnamon 
colored  spots  upon  the  centers  of  the  scales  of  the  median 
series,  and  upon  the  inner  edges  of  those  forming  the  first 
row  on  each  side  of  this  series;  the  latter,  with  a  few  scales 
of  the  first  and  second  rows  dotted,  centrally,  with  cinna- 
mon or  yellowish  white.  A  band  of  cinnamon  crosses 
the  nape.  The  gulars,  genials  and  inferior  labials,  are 
bladdsh  brown  with  paler  centers.  The  plates  on 
the  top  and  sides  of  the  head  are  brownish  blade,  with  faintly 
indicated  dots  of  raw  umber  upon  the  loreal,  pre-  and  post- 
ocular  plates,  and  near  the  posterior  edges  of  the  supra- 
oculars and  parietals.  There  are  six  dnnamon  colored 
blotches  on  the  upper  siu*face  of  the  tail.  The  gastrosteges 
and  urosteges  are  entirely  brownish  blade,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  first  1 0  gastrosteges,  which  show  faint  cinnamon 
colored  dots. 

A  small  spedmen  (290  mm.)  has,  on  the  sides,  rather 
numerous  dnnamon  colored  blotches  or  enlargements  of  a 
similarly  colored  longitudinal  line.  This  line  is  of  about 
the  width  of  one  row  of  scales,  and  occupies  the  tips  of  the 
gastrosteges  and  the  lower  half  of  each  scale  of  the  first 
series. 

Length  to  anni 840 

Length  of  uil 12S 

Distribution. — ^The  three  known  spedmens  were  secured 
at  San  Jos6  del  Cabo,  Lower  California,  Mexico. 


174.    Lampropdtit  catalincnttt  Vtn  Denburgh  &  Sle^ 
Santa  Gitalin  a  Island  Milk  Snake 

LtmffpMi  itkUSmmtis  Va«  Dtwavaoti  k  Stcvtif,  Piroc.  CaL  AomL 
Sct.»  Scr.  4t  Vol  XI,  i^iif  p-  J97  (typ^  localify,  Saala  Oafttftat 
Uudt  Oiiif  ol  Califonrita^  Mtiko). 

D0i€ripiion. — SimiUr  in  nze  and  form  to  L.  cslifamut. 
Top  of  head  slightly  flattened  posteriorlyi  curving  down* 
ward  to  the  broad  rounded  snout.  Temporal  regions  rarely 
if  ever  swollen.  Rostral  plate  large,  little  broader  than 
high,  hollowed  below,  and  bounded  behind  by  intemasal, 
anterior  nasal,  and  fine  labial  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head 
are  a  pair  of  intemasals,  a  pair  of  prefrontals,  a  short,  broad, 
irregularly  wedge-shaped  frontal,  supraocular  of  each  side, 
and  a  pair  of  large  parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals 
distinct.  A  small  loreal.  One  preocular  and  two  postoculan. 
Temporals  normally  two  followed  by  three.  Eight  superior 
and  nine  inferior  labials,  seventh  superior  and  fifth  inferior 
largest,  fourth  and  fifth  superior  reaching  eye,  first  pair  of 
inferior  meeting  on  median  line.  Genials  in  two  pair^  anter- 
ior much  larger  than  posterior.  Scales  smooth,  thin,  imbri- 
cate, in  23  rows.  Anal  plate  not  divided.  Gastrosteges  228. 
Urosteges  63;  in  two  series. 

The  ground  color  above  is  daric  purplish  brown,  similar 
to  that  of  some  specimens  of  L.  cslifornut.  There  are  no 
transvene  nuriungs.  The  ground  color  forms  a  daric  longi- 
tudinal donal  band  about  five  scales  wide  extending  from  the 
head  to  the  end  of  the  taiL  Along  the  middoml  line,  at 
nearly  regular  intervals  of  three  or  four  scales,  are  small 
fellowish  white  spots  on  single  scales.  All  of  the  lateral 
scales  are  yellowish  white  with  narrow  purplish  browA 
botders.  The  head  is  dait  purplish  browA  above  end  lattr» 
ally  wkli  snail  yellowisli  white  markings  oa  the  interaaaalsi 
ppifranlialsL  tttwtwfaltw  ocularii  lorcalsi  naaalsi  rostiBL  and 
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labials.  The  lower  surfaces  are  chiefly  blacky  boldly  mar* 
bled  with  yellowish  white  laterally  on  most  of  the  gastro- 
steges  and  centrally  on  a  few.  The  distal  urosteges  and  the 
genials  and  gulars  are  yellowish  wMte  with  blade  or  dark 
brown  margins. 

The  colors  in  life  were  purple,  black  and  bright  canary 
yellow. 

Length  to  anoa ^920 

Length   of   uil 56 

Distribution. — Santa  Catalina  Island,  Gulf  of  Califor- 
nia, Mexico. 

Remarks. — This  beautiful  snake  is  known  only  from  a 
single  adult  male  which  was  dug  out  from  the  center  of  a 
decayed  fallen  cactus.  Its  coloring  is  quite  different  from  that 
of  any  other  known  species,  although  the  lower  siudFaces  are 
somewhat  suggestive  of  L.  nitida  and  the  spotted  sides 
remind  one  of  L.  g.  sflendida. 

Genus  35.    Contia 

Contia  Baird  &  Girard,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rept.,  Ft.  I,  Serpents^  18S3» 

p.  110  (type,  mitts). 
Lodia  Baird  &  Girard,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rept.,  Ft.  I,  Serpents^  18S3» 

p.  116  (type,  tenuis). 
Eirenis  Jan,  Elenco  Sist.  d.  Ofidi,  1863,  p.  48. 

The  body  is  rather  stout  for  so  small  a  snake,  with  short, 
tapering,  pointed  tail,  and  slight  constriction  at  nedc.  The 
head  is  flat-topped,  with  broad,  rounded  snout.  Its  plates 
are  normal  except  that  the  anterior  and  posterior  nasals 
usually  are  united  above,  or  both  above  and  below,  the 
nostril.  Usually  one  preocular  and  two  postoculars  are 
present    Temporals  are  1+2.    There  is  one  loreal.    The 
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todcs  are  smooch,  in  15  or  17  rowi,  each  with  one  apical  pit 
The  anal  plate  it  divided,  and  the  itroitegea  aie  in  two 
tenet.    The  eye  it  tmall,  with  round  pupiL 

1 75.    Contia  tenuis  (Baird  &  Gtrmid) 
SHAap-TAiLEO  Snake 


C^Ummhs  ttmrnii  Bairo  ft  GiftAfto,  P^oc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Plula^  Vol.  VI» 

lip.  p.  176  (type  locality,  Pagtt  Sooad). 
Cmmm  mthi  BAiftO  ft  GiftAftO,  Cat.  N.  Amcr.  Rq>c.,  Pt.  !»  Scrpentt, 

liSJ.  p.  no  (type  locality,  San  Joaa,  CaHftffBia);  GiaAao»  U.  S. 

Explor.  Expcd.,  Hcrp.,  1I5I,  p.  115,  pi.  X,  figa.  6.11;  BAiao^  ltq>. 

Pac.  R.  R.  S«irv.,  Vol.  X.  1I59,  pi*  XXXVI,  %.  7;  Cora,  P^. 

Acad.  Nar.  Sci.  Phila.,  1I60,  p.  151;  Cort^  P^oc.  Acad.  Nat.  ScL 

Phila.,  1I61,  p.  74;  Cboraa,  Pvoc.  CaL  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  IV,  1I70, 

p.  64;  Cora,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nar.  Mua.,  No.  1,  1I75,  p.  36;  GAtMAit, 

Mem.  Mua.  Gmipr.  Zool.,  Cambr.,  Vol.  VIII,  illj,  pp.  93,  164; 

Bocovar,  Miia.  Sci.  au  Mrs.,  Rcpt.,  1II3,  p.  557*  pi.  XXXIV, 

%.  3;  YAaaow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  No.  I4,  1II3,  p.  I7;  Town. 

•I  HO,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nar.  Mut.,  VoL  10, 1II7,  p.  139;  Cora,  Pvoc.  U.  S. 

Nar.  Mut.,  Vol.  XIV,  1I91,  p.  601 ;  Bouttvoaa,  Cat.  Snakct  Brit. 

Mut.,  Vol.  II,  il^,  p.  167;  Vau  DivauaoN,  Occat.  Papcn  Cal. 

Acad.  Set.,  V,  1I97,  p.  16};  Mc  Laiv,  Critical  Notct,  1199,  p.  ii; 

Baoww,  Proc.  Acad   Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.,  1901,  p.  61;  Cori,  Report, 

U.  S.  Nar.  Mua.  (or  119!,  1900,  p.  915;  DiTUAas,  Reptile  Book, 

1907,  p.  332,  pi.  CI,  fif .  a;  GajmaLL  ft  Cam^,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool., 

Vol.  I7»  No.  10,  1917,  p.  1I3. 
L$dis  $emmu  BAiao  ft  GiaAao,  Car.  N.  Amer.  Repr.,  Pt.  I,  Serp.,  1I53, 

p.  116  (type  locality,  Pagtt  Sooad,  Or.):  GtaAao,  U.  S.  Eiplor. 

Kiped.,  Hcrp.,  itst,  p.  na,  pi.  IX,  lift,  t-ii;  BAiao,  Rep.  Pac 

R.  R.  Surv.,  VoL  X,  1159.  pl-  XXXVI,  fig.  t;  Cora,  BuU.  U.  S. 

Nat.  Mut.,  No.  I,  it75,  p.  36;  Cora,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  VoL 

XIV.  1 191,  p.  6oa. 

Hwm^l%$0m^  mm  Jam,  Arch.  Zool.  Aiiat.  Pkyt.,  Vol.  II,  it^  pp.  y^ 
J5;  Ja»,  EldKD  tytf.  d^git  Oidt,  It63,  p.  36;  Jam,  Icooogr.  gtefr. 
dci  Opkid.,  I  je  Itvr.,  it6f ,  pi.  IV,  fig.  1. 

MU^i  pmpmntmmds  Cevmaa,  Cat.  Coluk  Siiakca,  Brit.  Mua^  1I5I, 

M    p-  34f  (type  locality,  CaWonria). 

Cm«m  §nmii  Srtjvtoaa  ft  Baaaova,  Check  Lite  N.  hmm.  Ainpk  Rcpc., 
•f  •7.  p.  f  I. 
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Description.'— Hesd  wide,  with  flattened  top  tad  broad, 
rounded  snout.  Rostral  plate  large,  high,  hollowed  below, 
and  bounded  behind  by  intemasal,  nasal  and  first  labial 
plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head,  a  psur  of  intemasals,  a  pair 
of  prefrontals,  a  frontal  broad  in  front  but  pointed  behind, 
a  long  supraocular  on  each  side,  and  a  psur  of  large  parietals. 
Anterior  and  posterior  nasal  plates  frequently  united  above 
or  both  above  and  below,  nostril.  Loreal  small  and  nearly 
square.  Normally  one  preocular,  but  two  very  rarely 
present.  Postoculars  two,  rarely  one.  Temporals  one 
followed  by  two,  rarely  1+1.  Seven  (very  rarely  ax) 
superior  and  seven  inferior  labials,  sixth  upper  and  fourth 
lower  largest,  third  and  fourth  upper  bordering  eye,  first 
pair  of  lower  meeting  on  median  line  behind  the  small  tri- 
angular mental.  Genials  in  two  pairs,  anterior  much  larger 
than  posterior.  Scales  on  body  smooth,  in  15  rows.  Anal 
plate  divided.  Gastrosteges  varying  in  munber  from  147 
to  186.  Urosteges  in  two  series  of  from  27  to  57.  Tail 
short,  conical,  ending  in  a  sharply  pointed  plate. 

The  color  above  is  grayish  or  yellowish  brown,  usually 
very  finely  punctulated  or  reticulated  with  slate  or  blade, 
with  or  without  a  light  yellowish  or  brownish  line  along 
each  side.  The  scales  below  these  lines  are  sometimes  spot« 
ted  with  black.  In  very  young  specimens  a  continuous  black 
line  along  each  side  takes  the  place  of  these  spots,  while  a 
similar  line  runs  along  the  middle  of  the  back.  The  sides  of 
the  head  show  these  lateral  black  lines  more  or  less  distinctly. 
The  tail  is  colored  like  the  back,  except  that  its  upper  surface 
is  sometimes  suffused  with  red.  The  lower  surfaces  are  gray- 
ish or  yellowish  white,  transversely  barred  with  black  on  the 
anterior  half  of  each  gastrostege  and  (often)  urostege. 


Length  to  anus 106 

Length  of  uil 22 


176 

238 

240 

299 

330 

27 

57 

37 

78 

83 
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Disifikuikm. — ^Thit  harmleti  little  make  oocun  prin- 
dpally  in  the  transition  zone,  overlapping  into  the  adjoining 
zones.  It  has  been  recorded  from  Puget  Sound,  Washing- 
ton, and  from  Oregon,  but  no  specimens  have  been  collected 
in  these  states  in  recent  years.  Boulenger  records  one  from 
Vancouver  Island,  B.  C 

In  California  it  oocun  in  the  Sierra  Nevada  and  coast 
ranges.  So  far  u  I  know,  it  has  not  been  taken  south  of 
Tulare  and  Monterey  counties.  The  counties  in  which  it 
has  been  collected  are  Tulare  (Kaweah  at  1 ,000  feet),  Fresno 
((mountains  near]  Fresno),  Amador  (five  miles  east  from 
Carbondale),  £1  Dorado  (Fyffe),  Butte,  Shasta  (Baird), 
Humboldt  (Carlotta),  Mendocino  (Eel  River  Bridge, 
G)mptche),  Sonoma  (IVtaluma,  Agua  Caliente),  Napa  (St. 
Helena),  Marin,  Alameda  (Berkeley,  Piedmont,  Alameda, 
Haywaids),  San  Mateo  (Menlo  Pkrk,  Woodside,  La  Hon- 
da, Pcscadero  Creek),  SanU  Clara  (Pdo  Alto,  Stanford 
Univernty,  Phelps  Lake,  San  Jose),  Santa  Cruz  (Big  Basin, 
Wrights),  and  Monterey  (Carmel). 

Genus  36.    Rhfaiocheilua 

kkmotJMm  B4fao  k  Gisabo,  N.  Amcr.  Rcpc^  Pi.  1, 8erp.»  ItSS,  p.  120 
(txpc,  i4€€mtm)'.  Cort.  Report  U.  t.  N«L  MtM.  for  1I9S,  1900, 
p.  930. 

The  body  is  rather  slender,  with  short,  Upering  taiL 
The  head  b  slightly  distinct  from  the  neck^  and  ends  in  a 
narrow  snout  which  projects  far  beyond  the  lower  jaw.  The 
head  plates  are  normal.  The  nasal  plates  raiely  unite 
abofvt  the  nostril*  One  (or  two)  prtoculars  and  two  (or 
three)  postoculars  are  present,  as  is  also  a  small  loraaL 
Temponds  are  normally  two  followed  by  three.  The  scales 
are  smooth,  in  seventeen  to  twenty-five  rows,  with  apical 
pits.   The  anal  plate  is  divided.   Uroslegcs  are  in  one  seriesi 
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except  usually  toward  the  end  of  the  taiL  The  eye  is  of 
moderate  size,  with  round  pupil.  Two  spedcs  are  known, 
the  second  being  Mexican. 

176.    Rhinocheilus  lecontei  (Baird  &  Gtrard) 

Long-nosed  Snaxjs 
Plate  84 

Rhinocheilus  lecontei  Baird  &  Girard,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rept.,  Pt.  i,  Serp., 
^^S2y  P-  i^  (type  locality,  San  Diego,  CaHfomia);  Baird,  Rep. 
Pac.  R.  R.  Surv.,  Vol.  X,  1859,  Pt.  Ill,  pi.  XXIII,  figs.  90;  Baird, 
U.  S.  Mex.  Bound.  Surv.,  Vol.  II,  1859,  p.  21,  pi.  XX;  Jan,  Arch. 
Zool.  Anat.  Phys.,  Vol.  II,  1863,  p.  217;  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat. 
Sci.  Phila.,  1866,  p.  304;  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  i,  1875, 
P«  3^;  Jan>  Icongr.  g6n£r.  des  Ophid.,  48e  livr.,  1876,  pi.  Ill,  fig.  i; 
LocKiNGTON,  Amer.  Naturalist,  1880,  p.  295;  Garman,  Mem.  Mus. 
Compr.  Zool.  Cambr.,  Vol.  VIII,  No.  3, 1883,  p.  73;  Yarrow,  BulL 
U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  24, 1883,  p.  88;  Bocourt,  Miss.  Sci.  au  Mex., 
1886,  p.  602,  pi.  XL,  figs.  7-7d;  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol. 
XIV,  1892,  p.  606;  GGnther,  Biol.  Centr.-Amer.,  Rept.,  1893, 
p.  100;  BouLENGER,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mus.,  Vol.  II,  1894,  p.  212; 
Van  Denburgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  2,  Vol.  5,  1895,  p.  142; 
Cockerbll,  American  Naturalist,  Vol.  XXX,  April,  1896,  p.  S26; 
Van  Denburgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  2,  Vol.  6,  1896,  p.  346; 
Van  Denburgh,  Occas.  Papers  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  V,  1897,  p.  174, 
figs;  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900,  p.  931,  fig.  236; 
Brown,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1901,  p.  86;  Stejneger,  Proc. 
U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XXV,  1902,  p.  155;  Brown,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat. 
Sci.  Phila.,  1903,  p.  551;  Branson,  Kansas  Univ.  Sci.  Bull.,  Vol.  II, 
No.  13, 1904,  p.  404,  fig.  26;  Bailey,  N.  Amer.  Fauna,  No.  25, 1905, 
pp.  28,  47;  DiTMARS,  Reptile  Book,  i<K>79  P*  375;  Strecker,  Proc. 
Biol.  Soc.  Washington,  Vol.  XXI,  1908,  p.  75;  Van  Denburgh, 
Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  3,  1912,  p.  154;  Hurter,  First 
Ann.  Rep.  Laguna  Marine  Lab.,  191 2,  p.  67;  Van  Denburgh  & 
Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  3,  1913,  p.  413;  Atsatt,  Univ. 
Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  12,  No.  3,  1913,  p.  42;  Ruthling,  Copeia, 
No.  21;  191 5,  p.  32;  Strbcker,  Baylor  Bulletin,  Vol.  XVIII,  No.  4, 
191 5>  P*  40;  Grinnell  &  Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  17, 
No.  10, 1917,  p.  188;  Stejneger  &  Barbour,  Check  List  N.  Amer. 
Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  91;  Cowles,  Joum.  Entomol.  &  Zool.  Pomona 
College,  Vol.  XII,  No.  3,  1920,  p.  66;  Stephens,  Trans.  San  Diego 
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Soc.  Nai.  Hittn  Vol  III»  No.  4,  t9fti»  p.  64;  Va«  Dtitttiftoai  h 
SuLrtm.  Phic  C«L  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  4»  Vol.  XI*  1911,  p.  40,  45^  51; 
Niuov,  Man.  NftC.  Acad.  Sci,  Vol.  XVI,  1911,  pp.  114, 115. 

D0scrifiHm. — ^Hcad  rounded  tad  snout  projecting  tad 
pointed  Temportl  regions  not  swollen.  Rostral  pltte 
lirge,  prominenti  recurved  on  top  of  snout,  tad  bounded 
behind  by  intemtstl,  tnterior  nasal,  tad  fint  labial  plates. 
Plates  on  top  of  head,  a  pair  of  intemasals,  a  pair  of  pre- 
frontals, a  broad  frontal,  supraocular  of  each  side,  and  a  pair 
of  noher  short,  rounded  parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior 
nasab  usually  distinct,  but  sometimes  united  above  nostril. 
Loreal  small,  elongate,  sometimes  entering  orbit  One  or 
rarely  two  preoculan  and  two  or  rarely  three,  postoculars. 
Temporak  normally  two  followed  by  three,  rarely  2+2, 
1+3,  or  2+4.  Eight  (rarely  seven  or  nine)  superior  and 
eight,  nine  or  10  inferior  labials,  seventh  (or  eighth)  super- 
ior and  fifth  (or  sixth)  inferior  largest,  fourth  and  fifth  (or 
fifth  and  sixth)  superior  reaching  eye,  fint  pair  of  inferior 
meeting  on  median  line.  One  or  two  pairs  of  genials, 
posterior  very  narrow  when  present  Scales  on  body  smooth, 
thin,  in  23  or  rarely  25  rows.  Anal  plate  not  divided. 
Gastrosteges  varying  in  number  from  1 86  to  21 6.  Urosteges 
in  one  series,  or  more  often  in  one  series  anteriorly  and  two 
posteriorly,  of  from  40  to  55. 

The  snout  is  yellowish  more  or  less  marked  with  black. 
Back  of  this  the  head  is  black  or  brown,  often  spotted  with 
yellow  or  white.  Across  the  back  is  a  series  of  large  black 
or  brown  blotchesi  20  to  34  on  the  body  and  6  to  12  on  the 
tail.  These  blotches  may  be  rounded,  pointed,  or  truncate 
on  the  sides,  and  are  from  one  and  one-half  to  three  times 
aa  long  as  the  intervab  which  separate  them.  These  inter- 
vab  are  brick  red,  orange,  yellow,  or  white,  and  usually 
are  eontinoous  with  the  white  or  yellow  of  the  lower 
snrff 
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The  lateral  scales  which  fall  within  the  dark  blotches 
often  have  light  centers,  while  those  in  the  light  intervals 
are  similarly  spotted  with  black  or  brown.  Small  blade  or 
brown  blotches  are  sometimes  present  on  the  sides  midway 
between  the  larger  ones.  The  lower  surfaces  are  yellow 
or  white,  imicolor  or  marbled  with  black  or  brown- 
Length  to  anus. 27 S        SIO        490        496        S20        800 

Length  of  uil 43  SI  70  73  83         140 

Distribution. — ^This  curiously  colored  snake  ranges  from 
California  across  Arizona,  New  Mexico,  and  Northern 
Mexico  to  Kansas  and  Texas. 

In  Arizona,  it  has  been  taken  near  Topodc,  Mohave 
G)unty;  Fort  Whipple,  Camp  Verde,  Yavapai  Countyj 
Camp  Grant,  Graham  County;  Tucson,  Pima  Coimty} 
Nogales  and  Fort  Buchanan,  Santa  Cruz  Coimty;  Fort 
Huachuca,  Cochise  County;  Yuma,  Yuma  County;  and  in 
the  Pinal  Mountains. 

In  California,  it  has  been  found  in  Mendocino  (Mt. 
Sanhedrin),  San  Benito  (Bear  Valley),  Madera  (five  miles 
south  from  Madera),  Fresno  (Fresno),  Kings  (Tulare 
Lake),  Tulare  (White  River),  San  Luis  Obispo  (Carriiu) 
Plain),  Kern  (Fort  Tejon),  Inyo  (Independence),  Los  An- 
geles (Pasadena,  Claremont,  Belvedere),  San  Bernardino 
(San  Bernardino),  Riverside  (Cabazon  at  1,700  feet,  Dos 
PalmOS  Spring  at  3,500  feet  in  the  Santa  Rosa  Mountains), 
Orange  (Laguna  Beach),  and  San  Diego  (San  Diego), 
counties. 

I  have  received  a  spedmen  from  St.  George,  Washing- 
ton County,  Utah. 

I  have  also  seen  a  typical  specimen  in  the  Hurter  collec- 
tion (now  in  the  U.  S.  National  Museum)  which  Mr. 
Hurter  assured  me  had  been  collected  for  him  at  South 
Range,  Glenns  Ferry,  Elmore  County,  Idaho. 


r  .  .    V  ..    \. ...  V     \  ,  \  |\.s  i».- 
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Mr.  Lockingtofi  recorded  this  snake  as  having  been 
collected  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Fisher,  ^t  or  to  the  south  of  Mag- 
dalena  Bay,**  Lower  Calif omia«  The  National  Museum  has 
spednnens  from  Ensenada  and  Salt  Slough. 

Genus  37.    Ficimia 

fM«M  GftAT,  Cal  Soakct  Brit   Moa^  1S49,  p.  SO   (trpe,  oiiM€s§). 
CysiQfiom  G>n,  Proc.  Aod.  NaL  Sci.  Phila.,  1S60,  p.  243  (t)rpe»  emmm). 

The  body  is  rather  stout,  with  short  tail.  The  head  is 
but  little  distinct  from  the  neck.  The  snout  is  acute  and 
the  rostral  plate  turns  up  at  the  tip  so  that  its  upper  surface 
is  concave.  The  intemasals  are  vtry  small  and  are  separated 
by  the  rostral  which  extends  back  to  the  prefrontals.  The 
nasal  and  first  labial  plates  usually  are  united,  a  groove 
extending  from  the  nostril  to  the  second  labial.  There  is  no 
loreal.  Frontal,  supraocular  and  parietal  plates  are  normal. 
One  preocular.  The  scales  are  in  seventeen  rows,  smooth, 
with  pits.  The  anal  is  divided.  The  maxillary  teeth  are 
snull,  equal,  not  grooved.  The  eye  b  of  moderate  size, 
with  round  pupil. 

177.    Ptdmta  cana  (G>pe) 
Pug-nosed  Snake 


GyitU^fm  ismmm  Con,  Proc.  Acad.  Nar.  Sci.  PhiU.,  iS6o»  p.  243  (type 

lc«aliry»  Vort  BwrhiMM,  Aftsooa). 

CyitU^mm  esmmm  Cort,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nar.  Mm.,  No.  1,  iS7^  p.  j6;  Covat, 
Surv.  W.  loocH  Mcfid.,  Vol.  V,  iS75*  P-  ^U.  pi.  XVIII,  %».  l,  la; 
YAtaov,  Bvll.  r.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  No.  24,  1SS.1,  pp.  14,  SS;  Cora, 
Proc.  V.  S,  Nat.  Mim.,  VcJ.  XIV,  1S91,  p.  6oj;  Cora,  Amcr.  Natu- 
raliiM,  Vol.  XXX,  1S96,  p.  1014:  Cora,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mua.  (or 
1S9S,  1900,  p.  94?;  Rt'Twvaif,  Bvll.  Am.  Mm.  Nat.  Hitc..  Vol* 
XXIII,  199?.  p.  $S7. 

Fiamts  isms  GAaMaw,  Mem.  Mu*.  Compr.  Zool.,  Cambr.,  Vol.  VIII, 
iSSj,  pp.  Sj,  161;  Bot;i.a«c»aa,  Cat.  Snake*  Brit.  Miit.,  Vol.  II, 
|S94,  p.  S71;  Bao«««  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila..  1901,  p.  S4; 
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DmcARSy  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  372;  Stkbckbr,  Baylor  Bulletm, 
Vol.  XVIII.  Na  4, 191 5y  p.  40;  Stejneoer  &  Bakbovr,  Check  List 
N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  93. 

Description. — ^Body  rather  stouts  with  short  taiL  Head 
broad,  short,  depressed,  but  little  distinct  from  neck.  Snout 
acute  and  turned  upward  at  tip.  Rostral  plate  acute, 
produced  forward  and  upward,  its  upper  surface  concave, 
recurved  on  top  of  snout,  separating  the  intemasab  widely, 
and  broadly  in  contact  with  prefrontals.  Intemasab  vtry 
small.  Anterior  nasal  merged  with  first  labial.  Posterior 
nasal  merged  with  anterior,  or  distinct.  No  loreal,  pre- 
frontal in  contact  with  second  labial.  Frontal,  supraocular 
and  parietal  plates  normal.  One  preocular.  Two  post- 
oculars.  Temporals  one  followed  by  two,  or  2+3.  Supra- 
labials  seven,  third  and  f otirth  reaching  eye.  Inferior  labials 
seven  to  nine,  fourth  usually  largest,  the  first  pair  meeting 
on  median  line.  One  or  two  pairs  of  genials,  posterior  very 
small  when  present.  Scales  on  body  smooth,  broad,  in  17 
or  1 9  rows.  Anal  divided.  Gastrosteges  varying  in  number 
from  1 29  to  146.    Urosteges  in  two  series  of  from  28  to  36. 

The  color  above  is  light  brownish  gray  crossed  by  a 
series  of  transverse  brown  bands  or  blotches.  These  blotches 
may  be  edged  with  blade  They  may  extend  down  to 
the  gastrosteges,  becoming  narrower  on  the  sides,  and  may 
tend  to  divide  into  a  dorsal  and  two  lateral  series  of  spots 
anteriorly.  On  the  middle  of  the  body  a  series  of  lateral 
bars  may  alternate  with  the  dorsal  ones.  The  brown  dorsal 
blotches  between  head  and  anus  vary  from  3 1  to  40.  There 
are  eight  or  nine  similar  transverse  spots  on  the  tail.  The 
first  blotch  on  the  neck  is  large  and  is  extended  forward 
medially  to  the  parietals.  The  head  is  olive  gray  with  a 
broad  brown  band  across  the  parietals  and  including  the  tip 
of  the  frontal.    A  second  band  extends  between  the  eyes 
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the  line  of  meedng  of  the  prefrootali  tupnoculary 
and  f  rootal  plmtes  tad  it  oootinued  below  the  eye  to  the 
mtrgin  of  the  mouthy  embrtdng  til  of  the  fourth  Itbitl. 
The  four  tatcrior  infndabials  htve  dtrk  margint.  The 
btUy  it  white  or  yellowith|  without  mtrkingt. 
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LoifA  «r  cnl 2t  20  23  S7 

DisifUmium. —  Thit  tntke  »  known  only  from  five 
ipedment.  Thete  tre  the  type  from  Fort  Buchtntn  in 
toutheattem  Arizona,  t  second  specimen  labeled  merely 
Southern  Arizona,  one  from  El  P^uo,  Texas,  one  found 
dead  on  the  thore  of  Lake  Walters  at  the  White  Sandt, 
west  of  Alamogofdo,  New  Mezioo,  and  one  tecured  in 
Montezumt  Ctnyon,  Hutchuct  Mounttint,  Q)chite  County 
Arizont. 

Genut  38.    Hyptiglenn 

Hjfdifmm  Cors,  Pvoc  Acad.  Nai.  Sci.  PkUt.,  It60»  p.  246  (qrpe, 

rmmi%difm  Prrua»  Mob.  Bed.  AcaiL,  It60»  p.  $21. 
CmmuiM  Jmm,  EIomo  Smi.  OM^  lt6l,  p.  102. 

The  body  b  tmall,  with  moderate,  tlender  tail.  The 
head  it  distinct  from  the  neck  by  reason  of  the  swollen 
templet,  which  in  old  individualt  are  greatly  enlarged.  The 
snout  b  rounded  and  rather  prominenL  The  head  plates 
are  normal.  The  aatalt  rarely  unite  above  the  nottriL  Two 
(or  three)  prcoculart  and  two  pottoculart  are  prctent,  at  b 
alto  a  loreaL  Temporab  are  normally  one  followed  by 
iwou  The  tctlet  are  smooth,  in  19  or  21  rows,  with  apical 
pita.  The  anal  plate  b  divided.  Urotteget  are  in  two  rowt. 
The  eye  b  of  moderalt  tize  or  tmall,  with  vtrtiadly  elliptic 

DUDlL 
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1 78.    Hypsiglena  ochrorhynchus  ochrorhynchus 

Spotted  Night  Snake 
Plate  85 

Hypsiglena  ochrorhynchus  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  i860,  p.  246 

(type  locality,  Cape  San  Lucas,  Lower  California,  Mez.); 
Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  i,  1875,  PP*  38,  92;  Lockinotok, 
Amer.  Naturalist,  Vol.  XIV,  1880,  p.  295;  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat. 
Mus.,  No.  24,  1883,  PP*  159  97;  Garman  Mem.  Mus.  Compr.  Zool., 
Cambr.,  Vol.  VIII,  No.  3, 1883,  pp.  80, 161;  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat. 
Sci.  Phila.,  1883,  p.  32;  Garman,  Bull.  Essex.  Inst.,  Vol.  XVI,  No.  i, 
1884,  p.  30;  Cragin,  Bull.  Washburn  L^borat.,  Vol.  i,  1884,  p.  8; 
Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  32,  1887,  p.  78;  Bblding,  West 
Am.  Scientist,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  24,  1887,  p.  98;  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat. 
Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1892,  p.  617;  Stejneger,  N.  Amer.  Fauna,  No.  7 
1893,  p.  204;  Boulenger,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mus.,  Vol.  II,  1894^ 
p.  209;  Van  Denburgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  2,  Vol.  5,  1895, 
p.  145;  Van  Denburgh,  Occas.  Papers  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  V,  1897, 
p.  178,   fig.;   MocQUARD,   Nouv.  Arch.  Mus.  Hist.  Nat.,  Paris, 
Ser.  4,  Vol.  I,  1899,  p.  325;  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898, 
1900,  p.  953,  fig.  245;  Brown,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1901, 
p.  87;  Van  Denburgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  3,  Zool.,  Vol.  4, 
No.  5,  1906,  p.  6s\  DiTMARs,  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  329,  pi.  CI, 
fig.  i;  Grinnell,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  5,  No.  i,  1908,  p.  165; 
Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  3, 1913, 
p.  414;  Atsatt,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  12,  No.  3,  1913,  p.  42; 
Ruthling,  Copeia,  No.  15,  191 5;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc. 
Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  5,  No.  4,  191 5,  p.  106;  Grinnell  & 
Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  17,  No.  10,  p.  188;  Bentley, 
Copeia,  No.  61,  191 8,  p.  83;  Cowles,  Journ.  Entomol.  &  Zool., 
Pomona  College,  Vol.  XII,  No.  3,  1920,  p.  66;  Stephens,  Trans. 
San  Diego  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  4,  1921,  p.  64;  Nelson, 
Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  XVI,  1921,  pp.  114,  115. 

HypsigUna  chlorophaa  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  i860,  p.  247 
(type  locality.  Fort  Buchanan,  Ariz.);  Stejneger,  N.  Amer. 
Fauna,  No.  7,  1893,  P*  ^5;  Mocquard,  Nouv.  Arch.  Mus.  Hist. 
Nat.,  Paris,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  I,  1899,  p.  325;  Mocquard,  Miss.  Sci.  au 
Mexique,  Pt.  Ill,  Rept.,  1908,  p.  869,  pi.  69,  figs,  i,  la-d. 
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Hf^itgUms  0€kt9rhymiks  var.  thlvr^phmm  Con,  Proc.  Acad.  Nar.  Sci. 
Phila.,  1 166,  p.  J04;  Core,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nac.  Mut.,  No.  1,  1175, 
p.  jl;  Covit,  Sunr.  W.  toofh  Mcrid.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  p.  622;  YAftftOW, 
Bull.  U.  S.  Nac.  Mui.,  No.  24,  i8lj,  pp.  1 5, 97;  GAtMAV,  Mem.  Mut. 
Gmipr.  Zool.,  Cambr.,  Vol.  VIII,  No.  j,  i88j,  p.  161. 

?    H^pugUmm  UMsms  STBjNtriBft,  N.  Amer.  Fauna,  No.  7,  1894,  p.  205 

(type  locality,  tMtwMo  Laredo  and  CamirgOt  Tet«):  STtgcKta, 

Baylor  Bulletin,  Vd.  XVlll,  No.  4,  1915,  p.  40. 
Nypf^tii^^  tenmtts  Mocqiako,  Nouv.  Arch.  Mu«.  Hitt.  Nat.,  Parity 
Scr.  4,  Vol.  I,  1899,  p.  J27  (type  locality,  Santft  RoMlk  and  Sao 
Ignado,  Lowar  Califoniia,  Maiico). 

HypftgUms  oiktarkymtktu  oikrcrkymikut  STijNicBft  h  BAaaoi'ft,  Check 
liftt  N.  Amer.  Amph.  Kept.,  i9i7»p«9J;  Van  DBwavacN  h  Slbviv, 
Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Set.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1921,  pp.  28,  52, 68. 

f  HjpttgUms  0ikt9rkymfkmi  Uxams  STBjMgGBft  k  BAtaoua,  Check  LiaC 
N.  Amer.  Amph.  Kept.,  1917,  p.  93. 

D^scripiion. — Head  flat-topped  or  slightly  rounded^  and 
•flout  projecting.  Temporal  regions  usually  swollen.  Rostral 
plate  large,  prominent,  recurved  on  top  of  snout,  and 
bounded  behind  by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal,  and  first  labial 
plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head  arc  a  pair  of  intemasalsy  a 
pair  of  prefrontals,  a  frontal,  supraocular  of  each  side,  and 
a  pair  of  rather  short,  rounded  parietals.  Anterior  and 
posterior  nasals  usually  distinct,  but  sometimes  united  above 
nostril.  Loreal  small,  but  often  elongate.  Two  (or  one  or 
three)  precjculars,  the  lower  often  very  snull.  Two  post- 
oculars.  Temporals  normally  one  followed  by  two,  rarely 
2+2,  or  1  +  1.  Eight  (rarely  seven  or  nine)  superior  and 
ten  (or  nine)  inferior  labials,  siith  or  seventh  superior  and 
fifth  or  stith  inferior  largest,  fourth  and  fifth  or  fifth  and 
•iith  superior  reaching  eye,  first  pair  of  inferior  meeting 
on  median  line.  Genials  in  two  pairs,  posterior  equal  to  or 
a  little  larger  or  snuller  than  anterior.  Scales  on  body 
smooth,  thin,  in  21  or  rarely  23  rows.  Anal  plate  divided. 
Gastrastegcs  varying  in  number  from  160  to  191.  Urostegea 
in  two  series  of  from  31  to  66. 
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The  ground  color  above  is  yellowish  white  to  thick!) 
sprinkled  with  minute  brown  or  blade  dots  as  to  present  an 
ashy  or  olivaceous  appearance.  Along  the  middle  of  the 
back  is  a  single  or  double  series  of  more  or  less  alternate 
and  confluent  blotches  of  brown  or  blade  On  the  sides  are 
two  or  three  or  four  alternating  series  of  small  brown  or 
black  spots.  There  are  two  or  three  elongate  dark  blotches  on 
the  nape,  each  lateral  one  being  produced  forward  as  a 
narrow  band  across  the  side  of  the  face.  These  nuchal 
blotches  often  imite  to  form  a  dark  transverse  band  or 
collar.  The  top  of  the  head,  the  lalnals,  and  the  genials 
are  spotted  with  brown.  The  gastrosteges  are  yellowish  or 
white,  immaculate.  The  urosteges  are  sometimes  speckled 
with  gray  or  brown. 

Length  to  anus 137        282        284        318         325        447 

Length  of  tell 21  60  S6  47  60  76 

Distribution. — ^This  little  snake  was  originally  described 
from  spedmens  collected  in  Lower  Gdifomia.  Since  then 
it  has  been  taken  in  California,  Arizona,  Nevada,  and  Utah. 
Spedmens  from  Texas  have  been  described  as  H.  texana. 

In  Lower  Gdifomia,  it  has  been  secured  at  Cape  San 
Lucas,  San  Jose  del  Cabo,  La  Paz,  Sierra  San  Lazaro,  and 
San  Frandsquito,  Sierra  Laguna,  all  in  the  Cape  Region, 
and  at  Mulege,  San  Ignado,  Santa  Rosalia,  and  Puerto  Es- 
condido  in  the  central  region,  as  well  as  on  Tortuga,  San 
Marcos,  Carmen  and  Isla  Partida  near  Angel  de  la  Guardia 
islands  in  the  Gulf  of  California. 

In  California,  it  has  been  found  in  San  Diego  (San  Diego 
Cuyamaca  Mountains,  Witch  Creek),  Riverside  (San  Jadn- 
to.  Strawberry  Valley  at  5,000  feet),  San  Bernardino  (Santa 
Ana  Canyon  at  5,500  feet,  Lovic,  Hesperia),  Los  Angeles 
(near  Los  Angeles,  Claremont,  Mt.  Wilson),  Inyo  (Shep- 
herd Canyon,  Argus  Range,  Alabama  Hills  three  miles  west 
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from  LoM  Pifie)»  Sanu  Clan  (Lot  Gatot),  and  Cootim 
CotCa  (near  Christy)  countiet. 

The  only  Nevada  record  it  of  a  tpedmen  from  the 
vicinity  of  Currant,  Nye  County. 

In  Utah,  two  tpedment  have  been  taken  near  Fort 
Douglat,  Salt  Lake  County. 

Arizonan  records  are  more  numerous,  and  indicate  its 
presence  at  Camp  Grant,  Graham  County;  Nigger  Jim  Can- 
yon, Huachuca  Mountains,  Cochise  County;  Fort  Buchanan, 
and  Nogales,  Santa  Crux  County;  Fort  Whipple,  and  Pret* 
oott,  Yavapai  County;  Bright  Angel  Creek,  Coconino  Coun- 
ty; Phoenix  and  Cave  Creek,  Maricopa  County;  and 
in  Pima  County  near  Tucson,  Gunsight,  and  in  the  foothilk 
of  the  Catalina  Mountains  1 8  miles  north  of  Tucson. 

In  Sonora,  it  has  been  found  at  Guaymas. 

HMts. — Almost  nothing  is  known  regarding  the  habits 
of  this  little  snake*  It  probably  is  nocturnal  and  usually  is 
found  under  stones.  Grinnell  mentions  one  found  in  a 
clover  patch  at  about  four  in  the  afternoon. 

Genus  39.    Natrix 

Nmtnm  Livaivn,  Sfnoptis  Rcpcilitim,  itM,  p.  7J  (type  mUgmii^m&lrU). 
T>9p$mtimi  KvML,  Im  mm  Oktn^  ttai.  p.  473. 
Ti9pid%m9tus  Boci»  Im  von  Okcn,  11169  p.  S05  (rype»  trntHn). 
RktkUpMs  Pmivoift,  SjrfC.  Rcpc^  ito.  p.  17  (^TP^t  imkmimiMm$). 
SihfpkiM  FtniMOift,  Sytc.  Rcpc.,  It4j9  p.  t^  (type,  ikryimpu). 
HyS^pktkpkii  SamtBT,  Ahll.  Namrw.  Vcr.  Hunburg,  Vol  JI9  Pi.  l. 
Nir$Ms  B4IU1  k  GiftAUi.  Cat.  N.  Amcr.  Rcpc.,  Pt. !»  Scrptats.  itfj, 

P-  Jt  (fypr,  iiptukm). 
Ibgftm  Baiso  h  GtaASO^  Cat.  N.  Aomt.  Itcpt.»  Pt.  t,  Scrptaca,  ttf j, 

DvMrfML  ft  liaaM,  Efpli.  Gimii^  Vol.  VII.  Itfi.  p.  724 
(typa,  mktmm). 

f$  Cort,  Kec  AflMT.  Pkilot.  Sot.9  VoL  XXIII,  ittt^  p.  495 
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Ceratophallus  Cope,  Amer.  Naturalist,  Vol.  XXVII,  1893,  P*  4^3  (type, 

vittata), 
Diplophailus  Cope,  Amer.   Naturalist,  XXVII,   1893,  P*  4^3   (type, 

piscaior). 

The  body  is  not  very  elongate,  fairly  thidc,  with  moder- 
ately long  tapering  tail,  and  head  large  and  distinct  from 
neck.  The  head  plates  are  normal,  two  intemasals,  two  pre- 
frontals, a  frontal,  supraoculars  and  a  pair  of  parietals  being 
present.  Two  nasals.  Preooilars  one,  two  or  rarely  three. 
Postoculars  two  to  four.  The  temporals  usually  are  1+2, 
or  1  +3.  A  loreal  is  present.  The  scales  are  keeled,  have 
two  scale-pits,  and  are  arranged  in  from  1 9  to  23  rows.  The 
anal  plate  is  divided.  Urosteges  are  in  two  series.  The  eye 
is  moderate  or  large,  with  round  pupil.  Maxillary  teeth 
generally  longer  posteriorly,  without  grooves.  A  large  num- 
ber of  species  are  known  from  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and 
America,  only  one  occurs  in  the  area  included  in  this  work. 

1 79.     Natrix  valida  (Kennicott) 
Western  Water  Snake 

Regina  valida  Kennicott,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  i860,  p.  334  (type 

locality,  Durango,  Mexico);  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  32, 

1887,  p.  74. 
Tropidonotus  tephropUura^  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  i860, 

p-  341  (typ^  locality.  Cape  St.  Lucas). 
Tropidonotus  celano  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.,  Phila.  i860,  p.  341 

(type  locality.  Cape  St.  Lucas);  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci. 

Phila.,  1 861,  p.  298. 
Tropidonotus  validus  vaiidus  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  i,  1875, 

p.  42;  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  24,  1883,  P«  ^3^;  Beld- 

INO,  West  Amer.  Scientist,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  24,  1887,  p.  99. 
T^-npid  notus  validus  celctno  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  i,  1875, 

pp.  42,  93;  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  24,  1883,  p.  133; 

Hri.dino,  West  Amer.  Scientist,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  24,  1887,  p.  99. 
f>T^f fr/rtMr»/NJ  validus  tephropUura  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No. 

1i«  •""?»  P'  *335  Beldino,  West  Amer.  Scienti:>t,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  24, 

tWI^^,  p.  V^' 
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THpid^mtiut  Mths  mHdms  GhMMAn^  Mem.  Mot.  GMnpr.  Zool.  Canbr^ 

Vol.  \1II.  No.  3,  pp.  si.  143. 
ibftM  mA^  rW^iM  Cor  ft.  Bull  U.  S.  Nat.  Mot.,  No.  32,  itt?,  p.  74. 
.S^thM  mitds  mitds  Cors.  Proc  U.  S.  Nat.  Mot.,  Vol.  XIV,  1S91,  p.  670; 

Cors,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mot.  (or  1198,  1900,  p.  914*  fift-  35t,  159. 
A«»u  MAilf  rrAnM  Cors,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  VoL  XIV,  1191,  p.  670; 

Cors,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.  (or  1I98,  1900,  p.  9t6,  %.  36a 
THfd^mHMi  mItJms  Bot-Liiicia,  Cat.  Snake*  Brit.  Mut.,  Vol.  I,  il93, 

p.  237;  GCvTMia,  Biokfia  Cent.-Amcr.,  1I94,  p.  134;  MocQuaio, 

NouT.  Arch.  Mut.  Hitt.  Nat.,  4e  Scr.,Vol.  1, 1899,  p.  329;  Dttmau 

Rcptik  Book,  1907,  p.  245. 
Atfirur  mliJs  Van  DtvavBCN,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sri.,  Scr.  2,  VoL  V, 

il95,  p.  152;  Van  Dtvat-acN,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sri.  Pkila.,  1897, 

p.  464;  Srtjvtota  Ik  BAfttoca,  Check  Litt  N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept^ 

I9>7»  p.  97;  Van  DftUBcaoN  k  Slstiii,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sri.,  Scr. 

4,  Vol.  XI,  1921,  pp.  52,  61;  NftLtov,  Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  Sri.,  Vol. 

XVI,  1921,  pp.  114.  115. 
AWur  feUfm0  Van  DtiiBtacN,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sri.,  Scr.  2,  VoL  V, 

D0scrifiion. — Head  distinct  from  neck,  flat-topped,  with 
nuher  narrow,  rounded  tnoitt,  and  temporal  regions  some- 
times swollen.  Rostral  large,  bounded  behind  by  internasal, 
anterior  nasal,  and  first  labial  pbtea.  Pbtes  on  top  of  head 
arc  a  pair  of  internasals,  a  pair  of  prefrontals,  a  long  frontal, 
supraocular  of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of  large  parietals.  An- 
terior and  posterior  nasals  distinct.  One  lortal.  Preoculars 
one  or  two,  or  very  rarely  three.  Postoculan  usually  three, 
sometimes  twa  Temporals  normally  one  followed  by  two, 
sometimes  1  +  J.  Supralabiab  eight,  or  very  rarely  seven, 
fourth  and  fifth  reaching  eye,  sixth  and  seventh  largest 
Infralafaials  usually  ten,  sixth  largest,  first  pair  meeting  00 
median  line.  Genials  in  two  pairs,  posterior  longer  than 
anterior.  Scales  on  body  in  19  rows,  all  keeled  except  ooca- 
siomUy  in  outer  row.  Anal  plate  divided.  Gtstrosteges 
varying  in  number  from  1J9  to  154.  Urosteges  in  two 
of  from  65  to  13. 
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The  color  above  is  uniform  light  grayish,  yellowish,  or 
brownish  olive,  with  more  or  less  distinct  blackish  markings 
laterally  upon  the  bases  of  many  of  the  scales  of  the  fourth 
and  fifth,  and  sometimes  of  the  first  and  eighth,  rows.  The 
lower  surfaces  are  pale  grayish  yellow,  the  tips  of  the  gas- 
trosteges  being  tinged  with  the  color  of  the  back. 

A  second  type  of  coloration,  shown  by  certain  melanistic 
specimens,  has  been  described  (Nairix  ceUend)  but  doubt- 
less is  only  an  individual  variation.  In  it  the  ground  color 
both  above  and  below  is  grayish  blade  A  lighter  stripe  of 
bluish  gray  extends  along  the  side  from  the  nedc  to  the  tail. 
Anteriorly  this  stripe  occupies  the  second,  third,  and  part  of 
the  first,  rows  of  scales,  and  sometimes  shows  irregular 
dorsal  expansions  or  vertical  bars  separated  by  interspaces  of 
the  blackish  ground  color  about  one  and  a  half  or  two  scales 
wide.  Posteriorly  the  lateral  stripe  usually  becomes  darker 
and  more  indistinct  and  may  or  may  not  involve  the  scales 
of  the  first  row.  The  lower  surfaces  are  grayish  blade  often 
marbled  with  lighter. 

Some  spedmens  are  more  or  less  intermediate  between 
the  two  types  of  coloration.  Some  show,  more  or  less  dis- 
tinctly, seven  longitudinal  stripes,  alternating  light  and  dark, 
from  head  to  tail. 

Length  to  inut 432    S40    S7S    620    682    687 

Length  of  uil 149    163    183    180    208    250 

Distribution. — Natrix  valida  was  first  described  by 
Robert  Kennicott,  in  1860,  from  a  spedmen  collected  in 
Durango,  Mexico.  It  has  since  been  found  in  other  parts 
of  the  Mexican  mainland.  It  probably  does  not  occur  in  the 
United  States.  Professor  Cope  recorded  a  spedmen  (U.  S. 
Nat.  Mus.  No.  4650)  as  having  been  collected  in  Rabeh 
Valley,  Utah,  but  recent  examination  shows  that  this  sped- 
men is  a  Tfmmnapfds  o.  vagrans  y/ith  a  divided  anal  plate. 
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In  Lower  Califomia,  it  wu  fint  tecured  by  Xantus  near 
Cape  San  Lucas.  It  appears  to  be  the  mott  abundant  make 
of  the  country  immediately  turrounding  San  Joie  del  CabO| 
and  has  been  taken  also  at  Miraflores,  Agua  Caltente,  and 
Santiago,  all  in  the  Cape  Region.  Mr.  Belding's  spedmens, 
recorded  by  Yarrow  as  taken  at  La  P^z,  really  came  from 
the  San  Jose  River  (Belding  MS.). 

HMts. — This  is  a  true  water  snake.  Individuals  had 
eaten  poUywogs  and  small  fish  (Mugil  trssili^nsu). 

Genus  40.    Thamnophis 

Tkmmmofkii  PmsNcsR,  S)rfl.  iUpc.»  1S4S»  p.  26  (tTpt,  immu). 
Mmtmmis  Baiu  k  GiMftO,  Cat.  N.  Amcf.  iUpc.»  Pi.  I,  Serp.,   1SSI» 
P*  24  (crpc  tmtHu). 

The  body  is  more  or  less  elongate,  usually  rather  slen- 
deri  with  moderately  long,  tapering  tail,  and  head  distinct 
from  neck.  The  cephalic  plates  are  normal.  The  nasals 
are  not  united.  One  or  two  (rarely  three)  preoculars,  and 
one  to  four,  usually  three,  postoculars  are  present.  The 
temporals  are  normally  1+2,  but  may  be  1  +  1,  1+3,  1+4, 
2+2,  or  2+3.  A  lorcal  normally  is  present,  rarely  absent. 
The  scales  are  keeled,  in  1 7  to  23  rows.  The  anal  plate  nor- 
mally b  undivided,  but  in  rare  individuals  is  divided  as  in 
the  genus  Natrix.  There  are  no  scale  pits.  The  urosteges 
are  in  two  series.  The  eye  is  moderate  or  small,  with  round 
pupU. 

Fourteen  kinds  of  garter-snakes  from  Western  North 
Americs  now  are  recognized.  Although  the  several  species 
and  subspecies  may  often  be  distinguished  at  a  glance  by 
one  familiar  with  their  several  characters,  the  amount  of 
individual  variation  b  so  great  that  it  b  quite  impo«ible  to 
make  a  key  which  will  properly  refer  all  specimens.  The 
following  synopsb  will,  I  believe,  usually  serve  its  purpose, 
\hA  should  not  be  trusted  too  implicitly. 
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Synopsis  of  Species  and  Subspecies 

a. — ^Lateral  light  stripe  anteriorly  not  involving  scales  of  the 
fourth  row. 

b. — ^Lateral  stripe  anteriorly  upon  scales  of  the  second  and 
third  rows, 
c, — Supralabials  normally  seven. 

d. — Eye  large,  posterior  genials  much  longer  than  an- 
terior, infralabials  usually  10,  scale-row  19 — 19 — 
17. 
e. — Gastrosteges  (146  to  170)  and  urosteges  {66  to 
95)  average  fewer  in  number  (156 — 166  and  76 
to  85). 

f . — Coloration  lighter,  ^th  broader  light  lines. 

T.  sirtalis  parietalis. — p.  792. 

r. — Coloration  usually  darker  both  above  and  be- 
low, lines  often  narrower. 

T.  sirtalis  condnnus. — p.  795. 

e". — Gastrosteges  (156  to  177)  and  urosteges  (74  to 

97)  average  more  numerous  (163  to  169  and 

83  to  90),  coloration  lighter  than  in  F. 

T.  sirtalis  infemalis. — ^p.  802. 

d*. — Eye  much  smaller,  posterior  genials  about  equal 

to  anterior,  infralabials  usually  fewer  than  10, 

scale-rows  usually  1 7 — 1 7 — 1 5. 

T.  ordinoides  ordinoides. — p.  812. 

c". — Supralabials  normally  eight. 

dd. — Scales  usually  in  not  more  than  1 9  rows. 

ee. — Gastrosteges  average  more  than  1 60,  eye  large, 

posterior  genials  longer. 

T.  eques. — ^p.  808. 

ee*. — Gastrosteges  average  fewer  than  1 60,  eye  small, 

genials  subequal. 

T.  ordinoides  atratus. — p.  817. 

dd\ — Scales  usually  in  more  than  1 9  rows. 
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cee. — Doml  line  present  over  most  of  body. 

f f. — Doml  line  very  distinct  with  sharply  defined 

borden  not  invaded  by  dorsal  spots,  little  dark 

pigmentation  on  gastrosteges. 

T.  ordinoides  elegans.— p.   S24. 

ff. — Doreal  line  with  borden  invaded  by  doreal 
spots,  dark  pigmentation  of  gastrosteges  often 
present, 
g. — Preocular  single,  dorsal  spots  and  dark  pig- 
mentation of  gastrosteges  usually  very  promi- 
nent. 

T.  ordinoides  vagrans.— p.   S29. 

g*. — Usually  two  preoculars,  dorsal  spots  and  pig- 
mentation of  gastrosteges  usually  less  evi- 
dent. 

T.  ordinoides  biscutatus.— p.  114. 
eec\ — Dorsal  line  usually  absent,  or  short,  or  in- 
distinct, 
f ff . — Remnant  of  dorsal  line  usually  present,  pre- 
ocular single,  inf ralabials  often  more  than  1 0. 
T.  ordinoides  couchii.— p.   S)S. 

fff. — No  donal  line,  often  more  than  one  pre- 
ocular, inf  ralabials  rarely  more  than  1 0. 
gg. — Lateral  lines  usually  present,  dorsal  spots 

fewer,  or  absent. 

T.  ordinoides  hammondiL — p.  S4}. 

gg\ — lateral  lines  usually  absent,  donal  spots 

very  numerous  and  prominent. 
T.  angustirottris. — p.  SSS. 

b*. — Lateral  stripe  anteriorly  upon  scales  of  the  third  row 

only,  light  postoral  crescents  present. 

T«  marcianus. — p.  S49. 
a'.— Lateral  light  stripe  anteriorly  involving  the  scales  of 
the  fourth  row. 

T.  ■istilsps.— •■  1(2. 
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The  following  facts  also  will  be  of  aid  in  the  determi- 
nation of  specimens: 

1.  Any  red  in  the  coloration  indicates  that  the  speci- 
men belongs  to  one  of  the  subspecies  of  T.  siruUis  or  to 
T.  o.  ordinoides  or  T.  o.  i^n^us. 

2.  Red  on  the  upper  surface  of  the  head  seems  to  be 
peculiar  to  the  subspecies  of  T.  HrUilis. 

3.  Red  on  the  belly  or  in  the  dorsal  line  is  distinctive 
of  T.  o.  ordinoides  and  T.  o.  0fr0fus,  or  rarely  T.  s. 
purietalis. 

4.  The  members  of  the  sirtdLis  group  have  a  much 
larger  eye  and  longer  posterior  genials  than  are  f  oimd  in 
the  subspecies  of  T.  ordinoides^  with  the  pos^ble  exception 
of  T.  o.  hammondii. 

5.  The  members  of  the  sirtalis  group  practically 
always  have  19 — 19 — 17  rows  of  scales  and  a  single 
prcocular. 

6.  In  the  subspecies  of  T.  ordinoides  2 1  rows  of  scales 
are  almost  always  present,  except  in  T.  o.  ordinoides  and 
T.  0,  atratus. 

7.  Two  preoculars  are  most  frequent  in  T.  angustiros-- 
Iris  and  T.  o.  biscutatus^  but  are  frequent  in  T.  o.  ham- 
mondii  and  T.  o.  ordinoides. 

8.  Absence  of  the  dorsal  stripe  occurs  only  in  four  of 
the  subspecies  of  T.  ordinoides — ^viz.,  hammondiij  couchiiy 
ordinoidesy  and  atratus^ — and  is  usual  in  only  hammondii 
and  couchii. 

The  garter-snakes  are  the  most  abundant  of  our  ser- 
pents. Where  conditions  arc  especially  favorable  they  may 
be  found  in  vast  numbers.  They  arc  ovoviviparous,  and  a 
single  female  has  been  known  to  produce  as  many  as  78 
to  80  young  or  as  few  as  four  at  a  time.  Mating  occurs 
in  the  spring.  The  young  arc  bom  in  July,  August  or  Sep- 
tember.   They  arc  extruded  singly,  each  coiled  within  its 
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fetal  membrane.  After  lying  quietly  for  a  few  tecood% 
the  young  make  struggle^  thrusts  its  head  through  the  mem- 
faranei  yawns  once  or  twice,  thrusts  out  its  tongue,  and  crawb 
off,  becoming  at  once  very  lively.  As  soon  as  the  body 
becomes  dry,  the  skin  is  shed,  exuviation  often  beginning 
within  1 5  minutes  after  the  young  snake  has  been  ushered 
into  the  world  Occasionally  the  young  snake  is  unsuc- 
cessful in  rupturing  the  sac,  and  smothers.     (Ruthven.) 

These  snakes  are  sometimes  found  in  dry  fields,  but 
seldom  far  from  water.  One  usually  encounten  them  along 
the  edges  of  streams,  ponds  or  lakes,  or  in  moist  meadows. 
Many  are  so  aquatic  as  really  to  deserve  the  name  'Srater- 
snake.''  They  frequently  swim  on  or  under  the  surface 
of  riven  and  ponds,  and  at  Buena  Vista  Lake  I  have  seen 
them  in  patches  of  tules  a  considerable  distance  from  shore. 
Thetr  food  consisu  largely  of  fishes,  tadpoles,  frogs  and 
toads.  Occasionally  insects,  salamanders,  worms,  fledgling 
birds  (blackbirds),  and  very  rarely  small  mammals  and 
snakes  are  eaten.  A  specimen  of  T.  ordinoides  couchu  had 
caught  a  six  inch  trout. 

Individual  snakes,  especially  in  spring,  sometimes  are 
quite  aggressive.  On  one  occasion,  while  I  was  crossing  a 
small  grassy  pasture,  three  or  four  large  Thsmnoffus  str- 
islis  mf^mslu  came  toward  me  hissing  and  striking  wildly 
in  the  air.  Their  fierce  attitude  and  combined  attack  evi- 
dently were  intended  to  frighten  me  away,  but  I  was  unable 
to  discover  the  cause  of  their  excitement.  On  another  trip 
I  shot  a  ThBmnoftus  ordinoides  couchH  in  a  patch  of  tules 
in  Buena  Vista  Lake.  This  snake  was  nearly  five  feet  in 
leagfh  and  the  shot  merely  stunned  it  long  enough  for  me 
to  gnb  the  snake  by  the  tail.  It  instantly  recovered,  tried 
to  pull  away  into  the  tules,  and,  finding  that  it  could  not 
turned  upon  me,  and,  with  open  mouth  and  nuny 
came  right  into  the  boat.     Although  I  knew,  of 
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course,  that  it  was  a  perfectly  harmless  snake,  its  sudden 
aggressiveness  combined  with  its  horrid  appearance  nearly 
secured  its  release  before  I  could  overcome  my  instinctive 
repugnance. 

180.    Thamnophis  sirtalis  parietalis  (Say) 

Prairie  Garter  Snake 

Coluber  parietalisy  Say,  Long's  Exped.  Rocky  Mts.,  Vol.  I,  1823,  p.  186 
(type  locality,  West  side  (rf  flie  Ifissouri  River  tbree  miles 
above  flie  moufli  of  Beyer's  River). 

Eutaenia  parietalis  Cope,  Ann.  Rep.  U.  S.  Geol.  Surv.  Terrs.,  1871  (1872), 
p.  468. 

Eutaenia  omata  Yarrow,  Surv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  P-  SS3' 

Thamnophis  parietalis  Van  Denburgh,  Occas.  Papers  Cal.  Acad.  Sci., 
Vol.  V,  1897,  p.  200  (part);  Elus  &  Henderson,  Univ.  Colorado 
Studies,  Vol.  X,  No.  2,  1913,  p.  86,  pi.  IV,  fig.  19;  Ellis  &  Hen- 
derson, Univ.  Colorado  Bull.,  Vol.  XV,  No.  6,  191 5,  p.  261. 

Eutaenia  sirtalis  parietalis  Taylor,  Ann.  Rep.  Nebr.  State  Board  Agric. 
for  1891,  1892,  p.  325;  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898, 
1900,  p.  1077  (part);  Branson,  Kansas  Univ.  Sci.  Bull.,  Vol.  II, 
No.  13,  1904,  p.  366,  fig.  5;  Ditmars,  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  237, 
pL  LXXII,  fig.  I  (part). 

Thamnophis  sirtalis  parietalis  Ruthven,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  No.  61, 
1908,  p.  166  (part);  Cocke  re  ll,  Univ.  Colorado  Studies,  Vol. 
VII,  No.  2,  1910,  p.  131;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal. 
Acad.  Sci.,  Sen  4,  Vol.  5,  No.  4,  191 5,  p.  108;  Stejneger  &  Bar- 
bour, Check  List  N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  191 7,  p.  103  (part);  Van 
Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  8,  No.  6, 
191 8,  p.  190;  Ruthven,  Occas.  Papers  Mus.  Zool.  Univ.  Michigan, 
No.  66,  1 91 9,  p.  3;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad. 
Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1921,  p.  40. 

Description. — Head  distinct  from  nedc,  flat-topped,  with 
narrow,  rounded  snout,  and  temporal  regions  sometimes 
swollen.  Eye  large.  Rostral  plate  large,  bounded  behind 
by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal  and  first  labial  plates.  Plates 
on  top  of  head,  a  pair  of  intemasals,  a  pair  of  prefrontals, 
a  frontal,  supraocular  of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of  parietals. 
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Anterior  tnd  posterior  nasalt  distinct.  One  loreal.  One  pre- 
ocular  and  normally  three  postoculars.  Temporals  normally 
one  followed  by  two,  sometimes  1  + 1 ,  or  1  +3.  Seven  or  rare- 
ly eight  superior  and  nine  or  1 0  inferior  labials;  the  fifth  or 
sixth  superior  and  fifth,  sixth  or  seventh  inferior  largfcst} 
the  third  and  fourth  or  fourth  and  fifth  superior  reaching 
Che  eye;  the  first  pair  of  inferior  meeting  on  the  median 
line.  Two  pain  of  genials,  the  posterior  considerably 
longer  than  the  anterior.  Scales  on  the  body  in  19 — 19 — 17 
rows,  all  keeled,  the  outer  feebly.  Anal  plate  not  divided. 
Gastrosteges  varying  in  number  at  least  from  157  to  168. 
Urosteges  in  two  series  of  from  74  to  87. 

The  ground  color  above  is  olive  or  olive-brown,  vary* 
ing  shades  of  brown,  or  blackish  brown,  usually  with  more 
or  less  red  on  the  sides,  chiefly  on  the  skin  between  the 
scales,  but  involving  the  latter  to  a  greater  or  less  extent 
in  different  individuals.  There  arc  three  longitudinal  light 
lines,  one  on  the  middle  of  the  back  and  one  along  the  sec- 
ond and  third  rows  of  scales  of  each  side.  These  lateral 
lines  sometimes  blend  with  the  light  coloration  of  the  belly. 
Dark  brown  or  blackish  spots  often  are  present  between  the 
dorsal  and  lateral  lines  when  the  ground  color  is  light 
enough  to  cause  them  to  show.  The  dorsal  line  usually  is 
bluish,  but  may  be  yellow.  The  belly  may  be  bluish,  yel- 
lowish or  grayish  white  or  rarely  red.  The  dorsal  stripe 
averages  broader  and  the  belly  lighter  than  in  T.  sirtslij 
comcitimu,  resembling  in  these  respects  T.  sirislis  imf^mslU. 


Lmgfk  10  ia«i 
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Vsrisikm. — In  twelve  spcdmens  from  Utah  the  lortal 
is  I— I  in  all.  The  prcoculan  are  1 — I  in  all.  The  post- 
oculars  are  3 — 3  in  all.  The  temporals  are  1+2 — 1+2  in 
ejghr,  or  66% ^    1+2 — 1+3   in   three,   or   25%;    and 
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1+1—1+2  ill  one,  or  8%.  The*  suprtlablals  art  1—1 
in  nine,  or  75%;  7 — 8  in  two,  or  17%j  ind  8 — 8  in  one, 
or  8%.  The  infralabials  ^trt  10 — 10  in  seven,  or  58%; 
9 — 9  in  four,  or  33%;  arid  9—10  in  one,  or  8%.  The 
scale-rows  ire  19 — 19 — 17  in  all.  The  gastrosteges  vary 
in  number  from  157  to  168,  males  having  from  164  to 
168,  females  from  157  to  166;  the  average  in  five  males 
is  165.4,  in  seven  females,  161.1.  The  urosteges  vary 
from  74  to  87,  males  having  from  84  to  87,  females  from 
74  to  79;  the  average  in  four  males  is  85.2,  in  four 
females,  76. 

DistribMion. — ^This  snake  inhabits  the  great  plains, 
ranging  west  from  Minnesota,  Iowa  and  Missouri,  to  Utah 
and  perhaps  eastern  Nevada  and  southern  Idaho.  The 
specimens  at  hand  are  insufficient  to  show  the  western 
limits  of  the  range  of  this  subspecies  and  where  and  how  it 
meets,  or  merges  with,  or  is  replaced  by,  T.  sirtalis  concifh- 
tms  and  T.  skudis  infsmalis.  The  last  named  form  ranges 
east  at  least  to  the  western  edge  of  Nevada,  while  T.  sirtdis 
condfinus  seems  to  occur  as  far  east  as  northern  Idaho  or, 
possibly,  Montana.  Many  more  specimens  are  needed  from 
southern  Idaho,  eastern  Oregon,  and  all  parts  of  Nevada, 
to  throw  light  on  these  questions. 

I  have  examined  Utah  specimens  from  GuJie  (Bear 
River  at  Logan),  Davis  (Woods  Cross),  Salt  Lake  (Fort 
Douglas),  and  Utah  (Spanish  Fork),  counties,  and  it  prob- 
ably is  this  snake  which  has  been  reported  from  Iron  (Rush 
Lake)  and  Utah  (Provo),  counties. 

I  also  have  specimens  from  Bear  Lake  (Bear  Lake) 
County,  Idaho. 
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181.    Thamnophit  tirUlis  concinnut  (Hallowell) 
Northwestern  Garter  Snake 

7y9pid0mtitu  i^mimttu  Hallowill,  Proc.  Acad.  Naf.  Sri.  PhiU.,  Vol. 

VI,  1851,  p.  I  la  (type  localiry,  Oregoo  TerrUory). 
EmkrinJB  piehrimgii  Baiao  &  GiaarOi  Car.  N.  Amcr.  Rcpf.,  Pt.  i,  Scrp., 

><5Jt  P*  ^  (^Tpc  locality.  Plight  Soaad);  GuAao,  U.  S.  Esplor. 

Esped.,  Hcq>.,  1I5I1  p.  150,  pi.  XIII,  figi.  14-10;  Loao,  Naturalttt 

Vancouver  Island,  Vol.  II,  it66,  p.  jo6  (part). 
Ewminis  tmuinmm  Baiao  h  GiaAao,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rept.,  Pt.  1,  Serp., 

>'5J»  P-  >4^t  Load,  Naturalist  Vancouver  Island,  Vol.  II,  1866, 

p.  J06. 
Emi0mis  $vt^ii  iHr^unis  Cora,  U.  S.  Explor.  Surv.  W.  looch  Merid, 

Vol.  V,  1875,  p.  546  (part);  Cort,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol. 

XIV.  1I91.  p.  664  (Piif9t  Sooad,  WatL,  and  Pitt  Rhrar,  CtL) 

(part);  Con,  Rqwrt  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  for  1898,  1900,  p.  1080 

(p«rt). 
Emtnis  siruhs  €0mimms  Cort,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  t89a» 

p.  664;  Cora,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900,  p.  io8t. 
Eat0mis  iimhi  ptthnmgii  Cora,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV, 

1891,  p.  665,  Cora,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900^  p. 

tola;  Dimaas,  Rcptik  Book,  19071  p.  138,  pi.  LXXII,  fig.  1. 
Emtmus  Mtrtmiu  inhmests  Cort,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1891, 

p.  665,  CP^n  Toiroatnd,  Ortgoo  tad  Port  Baaton,  Moat**) 

(partf);  Cora,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900,  p.  io8j 

(p«tO. 

it  pmiHtkt  piiktrimiii  Vam  DtvauaoN,  Occas.  Papers,  CaL 

Acad.  Sri.,  V,  1897,  p.  xh. 

is  tiruht  €0m€immms  Rvmvait,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Na  61, 
1908,  p.  t7j;  Srajvaoia  8c  BAtaoua,  Check  List  N.  Amer.  AmplL 
Rcp<^  I9>7t  P-  >oj;  Vav  DtvavaoN  k  SLivtv,  Proc.  CaL  Acad. 
Sci,  Ser.  4,  VoL  8,  No.  6,  p.  19a;  Smith,  Copeia,  1910,  No.  88, 
fw  loi;  Van  Dtaavaoii  8c  Slsvim,  Proc.  CaL  Acad  Sri.«  Scr.  49 

Vot  XI.  1931,  pp.  40,  45. 

iWHH$  pmiii^M  BuiitaiAnn,  Copeta,  t9at,  Na  9O1  p.  (. 


D§mifihn. — Head  distinct  from  neck,  flat  topped,  with 
ff  rounded  snout*  Temporal  regions  sometimes  swol* 
Icn  in  old  specimens.  Eye  large.  Rostral  plate  large,  bound- 
ed behiad  fay  interaasal,  anterior  nssal  and  first  labial  plates. 
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Plates  on  top  of  head,  a  pair  of  intemasals,  a  pair  of  pre- 
frontals, a  frontal,  supraocular  of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of 
parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  distinct.  One  loreal. 
One  preociJar  and  normally  three,  rarely  two  or  four,  post- 
oculars.  Temporals  normally  one  followed  by  two,  some- 
times 1  +  1  or  1+3.  Seven  or  rarely  eight,  superior  and 
nine  to  1 1 ,  normally  1 0,  inferior  labials,  the  fifth  or  sixth 
superior  and  fifth,  sixth  or  seventh  inferior  largest,  the  third 
and  fourth  or  fourth  and  fifth  superior  reaching  eye,  the 
first  pair  of  inferior  meeting  on  the  median  line.  Two  pairs 
of  genials,  posterior  longer  than  anterior.  Scales  in  19 — 
19 — 17  rows,  all  keeled  except  sometimes  the  first  row  on 
each  side.  Anal  plate  not  divided.  Gastrosteges  varying 
in  number  from  146  to  170,  males  having  from  150  to  170, 
females  from  146  to  167.  Urosteges  in  two  series  of  from 
66  to  95,  males  having  from  70  to  95,  females  from 
66  to  91. 

This  subspecies  differs  from  T.  s.  parietalis  in  darker 
color  only.  Some  specimens  approach  the  typical  form 
in  having  red  blotches  on  the  sides.  The  normal  coloration 
is,  however,  fairly  constant.  The  ground  color  above  is 
deep  blackish  brown  or  blade,  with  three  light  longitudinal 
lines.  These  lines  are  often  very  narrow,  but  may  be  as 
wide  as  in  the  typical  T.  sirtalis  parietalis,  and  may  be  white, 
grayish,  bluish,  greenish,  or  pale  yellow.  The  median 
dorsal  line  may  fade  out  posteriorly,  and  the  lateral  lines 
may  be  very  faint.  A  narrow  black  line  sometimes  runs 
along  the  tips  of  the  gastrosteges.  The  top  of  the  head 
often  is  bladcish,  but  may  be  red;  its  sides  are  light.  The 
lower  surfaces  are  bluish  blade,  slate,  or  greenish,  lighter 
anteriorly,  the  throat  being  yello^sh  white. 


Length  to  anus 16S 

Length  of  uil SI 
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Vsrisiion, — Two  hundred  and  thirty-six  specimens  show 
the  following  variations:  The  loreal  is  1 — 1  in  all.  The 
preoculars  are  1 — 1  in  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  and 
2 — 2  in  one.  The  postoculars  are  3 — 3  in  two  hundred  and 
fifteen  or  92'-J>;  3—4  in  thirteen,  or  5%i  2 — 3  in  four, 
or  2Vc }  4—4  in  one,  and  2 — 2  in  one.  The  temporals  art 
1+2 — 1+2  in  two  hundred  and  twenty-one,  or  94%i 
l  +  I — 1+2  in  five,  or  2^r;  1+2 — 1+3  in  four,  or  2%j 
1  +  1 — 1  +  1  in  four,  or  2Sf ;  and  1+3 — 1+3  in  one.  The 
supralabials  are  7 — 7  in  one  hundred  and  eighty-three,  or 
77  '/if  7 — 8  in  forty -one,  or  17%j  and  8 — 8  in  fourteen, 
or  6^t .  The  infralabials  are  10 — 10  in  one  hundred  and 
sixty-nine,  or  71 '1  j  9 — 10  in  forty-one,  or  177r;  9 — 9  in 
fifteen,  or  6''t  ;  8 — 9  in  eight,  or  3'1  j  8 — 10  in  two,  or  1  %  j 
and  10 — 1 1  in  two,  or  1%.  The  scale-rows  are  19 — 17 — 17 
in  all  specimens.  The  gastrosteges  vary  in  number  from  146 
to  1 70,  males  having  from  1 50  to  1 70,  females  from  146  to 
167;  the  average  in  ninety-nine  males  is  164.3,  in  one  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  females,  156.4.  The  urosCeges  vary 
from  66  to  95,  males  having  from  70  to  95,  females  from 
66  to  91 ;  the  average  in  eighty  males  is  84.2,  in  eighty- 
eight  females,  76.8. 

While  a  dark  style  of  coloration  with  a  tendency  toward 
nirrow  linr^  is  characteristic  of  this  subspecies,  this  type  of 
coloration  is  by  no  means  constant.  Specimens  similar  in 
color  to  the  type  of  pickerinxn  seem  to  be  very  rare  even  in 
the  far  north.  In  general,  the  diiFerenoe  from  T.  sirtslU 
fsh^istu  and  T.  siristis  in/0mslu  lies  in  an  increase  in  the 
dark  pigment,  both  dorsally  and  vent  rally,  rather  than  in 
a  marked  narrowing  of  the  lines  or  a  reduction  in  the 
amount  of  red  in  the  coloration. 

Some  specimens  from  Oregon  are  no  darker  than  Cali- 
f omian  T.  siristis  inf0mslis,  and  show  red  heads  and  often 
much  red  on  the  body.    Ofhera  are  quite  dark.    Upon  the 
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whole,  and  notwithstanding  wide  individual  variation  every- 
where, it  may  be  said  that  the  coloration  becomes  lighter 
toward  the  south  and  is  gradually  changed  to  that  of  T.  sir- 
talis  infemalis.  This  color  change  seems  to  occur  more  rapidly 
(i.e.,  farther  north)  than  the  change  in  number  of  gastro- 
steges. 


Distribution. — ^This  northern  form  of  the  Pacific  Gar- 
ter Snake  inhabits  the  coast  region  of  British  Columbia, 
Washington,  Oregon,  and  California  south  to  San  Fran- 
dsco  Bay,  intergrading  toward  the  south  and  east  in  Cali- 
fornia with  T.  sirtalis  infemalis.  In  the  far  north  it  ranges 
east  to  Idaho,  or  possibly  to  Montana. 

I  have  examined  specimens: 

From  British  Columbia,  collected  at  Union  Bay,  Bayne 
Island,  Vancouver  Island  (Albemi  Valley),  and  Lillooet 
River  Valley.  It  has  been  taken  at  Sumass  and  Cheluk- 
weyuk  prairies^  Bella  Coola,  Comax  Lake,  Lund,  Gabriola 
Island,  Donald,  Kaslo,  and  Union  Bay. 

Prom  Idaho,  from  Washington  (Weiser),  Ada  (B<nse), 
Boise  (Payette  Lake),  and  Jerome  (Blue  Lakes)  counties. 

From  Washington,  from  Clallam  (Neah  Bay,  Lake 
Crescent),  Jefferson  (Port  Townsend),  San  Juan  (San  Juan 
Islands),  Whatcom  (Glader),  Snohomish  (Index,  Darring- 
ton).  King  (Seattle),  Chehalis  (Quiniault  and  Melbourne), 
Mason  (Lake  Cushman),  Pierce  (Steilacoom,  Mount 
Rainier,  Longmire),  Pacific  (Holcomb  and  South  Bend), 
Lewis  (Toledo),  Clark  (Vancouver),  Skamania  (Stevenson, 
Carson),  Klickitat  (Trout  Lake),  Yakima  (Indian  Reserva- 
tion, North  Yakima,  Mabton),  Chelan  (Stekeldn,  Chelan), 
Stevens  (Springdale),  and  Whitman  (Pullman),  counties. 

From  Oregon,  from  Clatsop  (Olney  and  Gearheart), 
Tdlamook  (Garibaldi,  Tillamodk,  Trask  River),  Tamhill 
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(raul  to  Ncstuoet  between  Grand  Ronde  and  Dolph), 
coin  (road  between  Chitwood  and  Siletz  River),  Benton 
(road  between  Pioneer  and  Siletx  River,  Alsea  River  near 
Altea),  Linn  (Albany),  Lane  (Elmira,  June  Lake  and 
Siutlaw  River,  Junction  Lake  and  Deadwood  Creek),  Cooa 
(South  Fork  Coot  River,  Sumner,  Coquille,  Empire,  Myrtle 
Pdint),  Douglas  (Takcneitch  Creek,  Camas  Mountains), 
Curry  (Langlois,  Sixes  River,  Port  Orford,  Elk  Creek, 
Flores  Creek,  Rogue  River,  Harbor),  and  Jackson  (Battle 
Creek  near  Eagle  Point)  counties. 

From  California,  from  Del  Norte  (Smith  River,  Cres- 
cent Gty,  Requa),  Siskiyou  (Sisson),  ShasU  (Bumey 
Creek),  Humboldt  (Redwood  Creek,  Orick,  Carlotta, 
Maple  Creek,  Samoa,  Eureka),  Mendocino  (Covelo,  Gar- 
cia River,  Sherwood,  Willets,  Mendodno,  Albion  River 
near  Compfche),  Sonoma  (Kidd  Creek,  Skaggs  Springs), 
Napa  (Napa),  and  Marin  (Inverness,  Point  Reyes  Station, 
Tocaloma,  Willow  Camp)  counties. 

It  is  evident  that  T.  sinslis  concinnms  is  not  confined  to 
the  extreme  northwest,  but,  on  the  contrary,  occupies  a  strip 
close  to  the  coast  south  nearly  or  quite  to  San  Francisco  Bay. 
In  the  extreme  north  T.  nrtslis  cancimmi  ranges  east  far 
from  the  coast,  for  the  specimens  from  northern  Idaho  are 
of  this  dark  race  and  it  b  very  possibly  may  be  that  Cope^ 
type  of  inUm0§u  from  Fort  Benton,  Montana,  also  belongs 
here.  A  little  farther  south,  however,  comeimmu  does  not 
range  far  from  the  ocean,  as  b  shown  by  the  spcrimens  from 
Klamath  County,  Oregon,  and  Modoc  County,  California, 
which  represent  the  race  T.  mtslis  mf0mslii. 

Rmmmki. — ^Although  there  is  much  variatioo  in  the 
amount  of  dark  pigment  and  in  the  width  of  the  dorwd  line, 
thcK  characteiv  are  sufioeatly  ooasbml  to  serve  for  the 
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recognition    of   concinnus  as   a  subspecies  distinct   from 
parietalis. 

T.  sirtalis  concinnus  differs  from  T.  sirtalis  infemalis 
in  coloration  in  the  same  respects  as  from  T.  strtalis  parte- 
talis.  It  also  differs  from  T.  sirtalis  infemalis  in  having  a 
smaller  number  of  gastrosteges  and  urosteges.  As  we  pass 
south  and  east  from  the  range  of  concinnus  in  California 
and  southern  Oregon  we  find  a  definite  increase  in  the 
number  of  ventral  plates.  The  snakes  from  the  northwest 
coast  have  fewer  gastrosteges  and  urosteges  than  the  snakes 
from  farther  south  and  east  in  California.  The  greater 
difference  is  in  the  gastrostege  counts,  and  these  might 
perhaps  be  used  alone,  but  the  combination  of  gastrostege 
and  urostege  counts  helps  to  bury  individual  variation.  In 
a  comparison  of  this  kind  it  is,  of  course,  necessary  to  sepa- 
rate the  sexes,  for  the  females  have  much  lower  counts 
than  the  males.  The  average  count  in  males  from  Wash- 
ington is  245.5,  the  average  in  males  from  central  and 
southern  California  ranges  from  255  to  265;  the  extremes 
of  variation  in  the  latter  area  being  251  and  270,  while  in 
Washington  specimens  they  arc  only  239  and  250.  Similar 
differences  are  found  in  the  counts  of  female  specimens,  the 
Washington  average  being  230.1,  as  against  central  and 
southern  California  averages  of  from  243.7  to  248.  Inter- 
mediate localities  show  some  intermediate  counts,  but  in 
general  it  may  be  seen  that  the  difference  is  quite  great  and 
constant  enough  to  serve  well  for  the  separation  of  a  south- 
western race,  T.  sirtalis  infemalis,  from  the  northern  sub- 
species, T.  sirtalis  concinnus.  This  difference  in  gastrosteges 
is  clearly  shown  in  Figure  1. 
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182.    Tbamnopbis  sirtalis  iqfenidlip  (Blainyille) 

Pacific  Garter  Snakb 
Plate  8$ 

Coluber  it^ernalis  Blainville,  Nouv.  Ann.  du  Mus.,  Vol.  IV,  lBj5»  p. 

291,  pi.  XXVI,  figs.  3-3a  (t3rpe  locality,  Califoniia). 
Eutainia  infemalis  Baird  &  Girard,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rept.,  Pt.  i,  Serp., 

l^S2t  P-  2^;  GiRARD,  U.  S.  Explor.  Exped.,  Herp.,  1858,  p.  14^1 

pi.  XIV,  figs.  11-16;  BocouRT,  Bull.  Soc.  Zool.  Fr.,  1892,  p.  40 

(part). 
Eutania  sirtalis  tefratania  Cope,  U.  S.  Explor.  Surv.  W.  looth  Merid., 

Vol.  V,  1875,  p.  546  (part)  (no  locality);  Townsend,  Proc.  U.  S. 

Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  10,  1887,  p.  240;  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus., 

Vol.  XIV,  1892,  p.  664  (Puget  Sound,  Wash.,  and  Pitt  Biver, 

CaL)  (part);  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900,  p. 

1080  (part). 
Eutania  sirtalis  parietalis  Yarrow  &  Henshaw,  Ann.  Rep.  Chief  of 

Engineers  for  1878,  Surv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  Appendix  NN,  1878, 

p.  216;  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1892,  p*  664  (part); 

Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  1898, 1900,  p.  1077  (part);  Dftmars, 

Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  237  (part). 
Tropidonotus  sirtalis  var.  parietalis  Carman,  Mem.  Mus.  Compr.  TjooX.^ 

Vol.  VIII,  No.  3,  1883,  pp.  25,  139  (part). 
Tropidonotus  ordinatus  var.  infemalis  Boulenger,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit. 

Mus.,  Vol.  I,  1893,  p.  207  (part). 
Thamnophis  parietalis  Stejneger,  N.  Amer.  Fauna,  No.  7,  1893,  p. 

214;  Van  Denburgh,  Occas.  Papers  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  V,  1897, 

p.  200  (part);  Grinnell  &  Grinnell,  Throop  Inst.  Bull.,  No. 

XXXV,  1907,  p.  48. 
Thamnophis  sirtalis  parietalis  Ruthven,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  61, 

1908,  p.  166  (part);  Grinnell  &  Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.» 

Vol.  17,  No.  10,  p.  181  (part);  Stejneger  &  Barbour,  Check 

List  N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  191 7,  p.  103  (part). 
Thamnophis  sirtalis  infemalis  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal. 

Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  VIII,  No.  6,  1918,  p.  198;  Van  Denburgh 

&  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1921,  p.  29. 

Description. — Head  distinct  from  nedc,  flat-topped, 
with  narrow  rounded  snout,  and  temporal  regions  some- 
times swollen.    Eye  large.    Rostral  plate  large,  bounded 
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behind  by  internanl,  interior  nanl|  and  firrt  labial  plates. 
Plates  on  top  of  head:  a  pair  of  intemasalt,  a  pair  of  pre- 
frontalfy  a  frontali  supraocular  of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of 
parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  distinct.  One 
lortal.  One  or  rarely  two  preoculan  and  from  two  to  four, 
normally  three,  postoculan.  Temporals  normally  one 
followed  by  two,  sometimes  1  +  1,  1+3,  2+2  or  2+3. 
Seven,  or  rarely  eight  or  nine,  superior  and  eight  to  1 1 , 
normally  10,  inferior  labials,  fifth  or  sixth  superior  and 
fifth,  sixth,  or  seventh  inferior  usually  largest,  third  and 
fourth  or  fourth  and  fifth  superior  reaching  eye,  fint  pair 
of  inferior  meeting  on  median  line.  Two  pain  of  genials, 
posterior  longer  than  anterior.  Scales  on  body  in  19,  or 
very  rarely  21,  rows,  all  keeled  except  sometimes  the  firrt 
row  of  each  side.  Anal  plate  not  divided.  Gastrosteges 
varying  in  number  from  156  to  175^  males  having  from 
161  to  175,  females  156  to  174.  Urosteges  in  two  series 
of  from  74  to  97;  males  having  from  82  to  97,  females  74 
to  93 ;  a  few  of  the  anterior  rarely  undivided. 

There  are  three  light  lines,  one  on  the  middle  of  the 
back  and  one  along  the  second  and  third  rows  of  scales  of 
each  side,  but  the  lateral  lines  not  infrequently  blend  with 
the  color  of  the  belly.  The  dorsal  line  usually  is  bluish, 
but  may  be  yellow.  The  belly  is  bluish  or  yellowish,  or 
rarely  slaty,  and  may  have  a  black  line  or  series  of  spots 
near  the  tips  of  the  gastrosteges.  The  head  may  be  brown, 
olive,  or  coppery  red  above,  bluish  or  grayish  laterally, 
ycllowith  white  below.  The  tail  is  colored  like  the  back, 
but  leas  definitely.  In  some  specimens  the  ground  color 
abofvc  is  solid  Uack,  without  a  trace  of  red.  In  others  there 
are  frKcs  of  red  on  the  sides,  chiefly  on  the  skin  between  the 
scaka.  In  several  the  red  is  more  extensive  and  forms  small 
irregular  Uotchca  on  the  sides.  In  a  number  these  blotches 
are  larger,  and  cxtiad  up  from  the  lateral  line  in  definite 
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and  more  or  less  rectangular  figures,  between  which  are 
similarly  shaped  prolongations  downward  of  the  black 
ground.'*'  Many  show  the  red  blotches  spread  out  and 
blended  above,  so  that  the  downward  prolongations  of  the 
ground  color  have  become  detached  and  form  a  series  of 
black  spots  separated  by  red,  from  the  narrow  band  of 
ground  color  remaining  on  each  side  of  the  light  dorsal 
line.  In  others  these  black  spots  have  become  imited  and 
form  a  blade  line,  so  that  on  each  side  of  the  light  dorsal 
line  we  have  a  line  of  blade,  one  of  red,  another  of  blade, 
and  the  light  lateral  line.f  In  one  spedmen  the  black  is 
almost  entirely  replaced  by  red.  These  color  variations  are 
all  individual,  none  geographical. 

Length  to  anus 18S         47S         S6S         69S         71S         870 

Length  of  tail 67         160         190         227         200         210+ 

Variation. — One  hundred  and  thirty-five  spedmens 
show  the  following  variations:  The  loreal  is  1 — 1  in  all. 
The  preoculars  are  1 — 1  in  all  except  one  spedmen  with 
1 — 2  and  two  with  2 — 2.  The  postoculars  are  3 — 3  in 
ninety-five,  or  73%}  3—4  in  twenty-five,  or  19%}  4—4- 
in  seven,  or  5  % }  2 — ^3  in  three,  or  2  % }  and  2—4  in  one, 
or  1%.  The  temporals  are  1+2 — 1+2  in  one  hundred 
and  fourteen,  or  88%}  1+2 — 1+3  in  eight,  or  6%} 
1  +  1—1+2  in  three,  or  2%}  1  +  1—1  +  1  in  one,  or  1%} 
2+2—2+2  in  one,  or  1%}  1+3—1+3  in  one,  or  1%} 
and  1+2 — 2+2  in  one,  or  1%.  The  supralabials  are  7-7 
in  one  hundred  and  four,  or  80%}  7 — 8  in  seventeen,  or 
13%}  8 — 8  in  eight,  or  6%}  and  9 — 9  in  one,  or  1%. 
The  infralabials  are  10 — 10  in  one  hundred  and  ten,  or 
85%}  9—10  in  thirteen,  or  10%}  9—9  in  three,  or  2%} 
10—11  in  two,  or  1%}  and  9—8  in  two,  or  1%.    The 

*Thb  tnd  the  following  mre  the  mott  common  forms. 
fThe  EkiitnU  tirtslu  iHraUmU  of  0>pe. 
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tcale-rows  art  19 — 19 — 17  in  one  hundred  and  thirty-four 
and  19 — 21 — 19 — 17  in  one.  The  gastroiteges  vary  in 
number  from  156  to  177,  males  having  from  161  to  175, 
females  from  156  to  174}  the  average  in  forty-seven  males 
b  168.7,  in  eighty-one  fenules,  163.7.  The  urosteges 
vary  from  74  to  97,  males  having  from  82  to  97,  females 
from  74  to  93;  the  average  in  thirty-eight  nudes  is  89.8, 
in  fifty  females,  82.8. 

There  is  much  variation  in  color.  Certain  types  of 
coloration  seem  to  be  more  frequent  in  certain  localities 
than  elsewhere.  Thus,  the  majority  of  the  snakes  from  the 
San  Joaquin  and  Sacramento  valleys  and  the  Klamath 
region  cUiFer  in  appearance  from  those  from  Santa  Clara 
County  and  the  southern  coast.  Much  larger  series  might 
perhaps  throw  light  upon  these  conditions,  which  now  are 
obscure. 

Some  specimens  have  bright  red  heads.  Others,  per- 
haps of  the  same  lot,  have  no  red,  or  heads  that  are  partially 
red.  The  red-headed  snakes  are  of  both  sexes,  various 
ages,  and  all  sorts  of  localities. 

Disirihuion. — The  Pacific  Garter-Snake  ranges  over 
most  of  California  excepting  the  desert  areas  and  the  north 
coast  of  Del  Norte,  Shasta,  Humboldt,  Mendocino,  Sonoma, 
Napa  and  Marin  counties.  It  b  abundant  in  many  parts 
of  this  range,  and  has  been  reported  from  western  Nevada 
(Nixon,  Pynunid  Ijdce),  and  southern  Oregon  (Syan 
Manh,  Lake  view,  Klamath  Falls,  Fort  Klamath).  I  have 
examined  specimens  from  Modoc  (Alturas,  IJkely,  Goose 
I.ake,  Davis  Creek,  Warner  Mountains,  Cedarville),  Butte 
(Oroville),  Sutter  (West  Butte),  El  Dorado  (Fyffe,  Lake 
Tahoe),  PUoer  (Lake  Tahoe),  Mariposa  (Dudley,  Yosem- 
ite  Valley,  Cbultcrville,  Pleasant  Valley),  Fresno  (Fresno), 
Kern   (Isabella,  Weldon,  Buctonwillow),   Metted    (Los 
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Banos,  Gadwall,  Snelling),  San  Joaquin  (Banta),  Contra 
Costa  (Walnut  Creek),  Alameda  (Berkeley),  Santa  Gara 
(Palo  Alto,  Castro,  San  Jose,  Uvas  Creek),  Santa  Cruz 
(Glenwood),  Monterey  (Pacific  Grove,  Seaside,  Carmel, 
Mt  Mars),  San  Luis  Obispo  (Edna),  San  Bernardino 
(Ontario,  Colton),  Los  Angeles  (Los  Angeles,  Bixby),  and 
Riverside  (Riverside)  coimties. 

The  following  localities  are  represented  eadi  by  one 
specimen.  The  material  being  so  limited  one  cannot  state 
positively  to  which  subspecies  of  sirtalis  these  specimens 
should  be  referred,  but  it  is  probable  that  they  belong  here. 
Willow  Lake,  Tehama  County,  Susanville,  Lassen  County, 
and  Fallen  Leaf  Lake,  El  Dorado  Coimty,  California,  and 
Nixon,  Washoe  County,  Nevada. 

It  probably  will  prove  to  be  impossible  to  draw  any 
very  definite  limits  to  the  areas  occupied  by  this  form  and 
by  T.  sirtalis  concinnus.  This  must  be  so,  for  one  gradually 
changes  into  the  other.  The  area  of  intergradation  is  a 
broad  one,  individual  variation  is  great,  and  opinions  may 
easily  differ  as  to  geographical  limits.  Our  own  views  are 
expressed  in  the  lists  of  localities  given  under  each  subspecies. 
These  indicate  that  to  T.  sirtalis  concinnus  are  referred 
snakes  from  Del  Norte,  Siskiyou,  Shasta,  Humboldt,  Men- 
docino, Sonoma,  Napa,  and  Marin  counties,  while  those  from 
elsewhere  in  California  are  regarded  as  T.  sirtalis  infemalis. 

Remarks. — ^This  subspecies  differs  from  both  T.  sirtalis 
parietalis  and  T.  sirtalis  concinnus  in  having  a  greater  num- 
ber of  gastrosteges  and  urosteges.  This  is  clearly  shown 
in  the  following  table  of  average  counts: 


40.    THAMSOPHtS  107 


Gaslroiteges:  ^  9 

I      ^  165.4       161.1 


CancianM 164.S  IS6.4 

InfeniAlit  .       ..„     ..     ..  161.7         16J.7 

Urottegcs: 

PArictAlit 8S.2  76 

G»iciaaM  ..... 14.2  76.1 

InferaiJif 89.8  82.8 

Hshiis. — Thcie  snakes  usually  are  found  in  motsC 
places  or  swimming  in  fresh  water  ponds  or  sluggish 
sloughs.  The  food  is  known  to  consist  of  small  fish,  tad- 
poles, and  insects.  One  specimen  had  eaten  a  full-grown 
toad.  Grinnell  and  Grinnell  state  that  near  Bixby,  Los 
Angeles  County,  dozens  were  observed  May  22,  1904. 
Sometimes  half-a-dozen  were  together,  in  comers  of  old 
duck-hunters'  blinds,  voluntarily  braided  into  knots.  When 
handled,  this  snake,  like  other  members  of  the  genus,  nudces 
itself  obnoxious  by  the  emission  of  extremely  nulodorous 
matter  provided  by  special  glands,  doubtless  as  a  means  of 
defense. 

Garter-snakes  now  (1918)  are  very  rare  at  Pynmiid 
Lake,  Nc^'ada*  That  they  formerly  were  very  abundant 
there  is  shown  by  the  following  note,  which  probably  per- 
tains to  this  subspecies: 

^Along  the  shores  of  the  large  island  in  Pynunid  Lake 
vast  number  of  Emi^m^  are  found,  comprising  this,  and, 
in  all  probability,  several  other  reoogntzed  variedea.  Dur* 
tng  the  heated  part  of  the  day,  the  mossy  tracts  b  the  tepid, 
shallow  water  of  the  little  inlets  were  thronged  with  them, 
as  they  swam  in  gentle  undulations  over  the  smooth  surface 
or  idly  baAed  on  the  heated  rocks  along  the  shore.  In  no 
other  locality  have  we  ever  seen  them  in  Sttch  numbers. 
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When  disturbed,  they  swam  boldly  out  into  open  water  or 
sought  the  bottom  and  hid  themselves  under  the  rodcs. 
Though  not  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word  water  snakes,  the 
various  Euttenue  are  all  thus  quite  aquatic  in  their  habits.* 

1 83.    Thamnophis  eques  (Reuss) 
White-bellied  Garter  Snake 

Coluber  eques  Reuss,  Mus.  Senckenberg.  Abh.,  Vol.  I,  1834,  p.  152, 

pi.  8y  fig.  2  (type  locality,  Mexico). 
Eutainia  dorsalis  Baird  &  Girard,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rept.,  Pt.  i.  Serpents, 

1853,  P-  31  (^pe  locality,  Rio  Grande,  Texas). 
Eutania  dorsalis  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  i,  1875,  ?•  4i;  Copb, 

Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1892,  p.  df^z* 
EuUntia  omaia  Yarrow,  Rept.  U.  S.  Expl.  Surv.  W.  looth  Merid., 

Vol.  V,  1875,  pp.  550,  553;  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No. 

24,  1883,  p.  122  (part). 
EuUenia  eyrtopsis  Kbnnicott,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  i860,  p. 

2:i:i  (XT^  localities,  Rinconada,  Coahuila,  Mexico,  Durango, 

GQa  River);  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1866,  p.  306; 
Cope,  Rept.  U.  S.  Expl.  Surv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  Vol.  V,  1875, 
p.  546;  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  i,  1875,  p.  41;  Cope, 
Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  17,  1880,  p.  23;  Cragin,  Bull.  Wash- 
burn Laborat.,  Vol.  I,  1884,  p.  8;  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus., 
No.  32,  1887,  p.  73;  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1892, 
p.  656;  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  for  1898,  1900,  p.  1049; 
Bailey,  N.  Amer.  Fauna,  No.  25,  1905,  pp.  35,  48. 

Thamnophis  eyrtopsis  var.  cyclides  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila., 
1 861,  p.  299  (type  locality,  **Cape  St  Lucas/'  very  improbable). 

Tropidonotus  collaris  Jan,  Arch.  Zool.  Anat.  Phys.,  Vol.  Ill,  1865,  p, 
209;  Jav,  Iconographia  degli  Ofid.,  Vol.  II,  25,  1867,  pi.  V,  fig.  2. 

Euteenia  eyrtopsis  oeellata  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  17,  1880. 
p.  22  (type  locality,  HelodeSi  Texas);  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat. 
Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1892,  p.  657. 

Eutania  pulchrilatus  Cope,  Proc.  Am.  Philos.  Soc.,  1885,  P*  ^74  (^YP^ 

locality,  'hmcertaiii  but  probably  Guanajuato/'  Mexico); 
Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  32,  1887,  p.  73;  Cope,  Report 
U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900,  p.  1062. 

*Yarrow  And  Hensliaw.  Ann,  Rep.  Chief  of  Engineert,  Sunr.  W.  looek  Merid*.  Append  • 
NN.  it7t.  p.  117. 
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Tr9^0i9oimt  iirtalit  var.  flUns  GAaMAM,  Mem.  Mut.  Gimp.  Zool.^ 

Vol.  XIII.  No.  3,  t88j,  p.  15. 
Eta^mis  i^Umhi  Cort.  ftoc.  Am.  Philot.  Soc..  VoL  XXII.  1884,  p.  173; 

DuoAi.  U  Naimlcu,  Scr.  1,  Vol.  I.  1888,  p.  117.  pL  XIII,  %. 

16. 
Emimmts  €frHpt%i  filani  Con,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Miu.,  Vol.  XIV,  1891, 

Eai^ms  smrais  Cort,  Ploc.  U.  S.  Nac.  Mot.,  Vd.  XIV,  1892,  p.  659 

(rypc  locality.  Late  Valtoy,  mmfhmn  Htw  Moko). 

THpUnnwims  m^mstms  var.  ifms  BovLtnota,  Cat.  Snakct  Brit.  Mit9., 

Vol.  I,  189J,  p.  109. 
Emt^mis  ffiui  Core,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Miit.  for  1898,  1900,  p.  1049; 

BftowM.  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1901,  p.  15;  DmiAat,  Reptile 

B<»^«  I907t  p  ijo,  pb.  LXVI,  fig.  8,  LXXI,  %.  t. 
EmUfmis  §fmi  flUHi  Cort,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.  (or  1898,  1900, 

p.  1051. 
Estismis  ifmt  smr^s  Cort,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.  for  1898,  1900, 

p.  ion- 
TkMmm^s  tif$9psu  Stijwkcia,  ftoc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  Vol.  XXV, 

t9«>«.  p  15$. 
Emi^mts  tin^t  Jttssht  Cori,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mot.  (or  1898,  1900, 

p.  1076. 

TkMmmpkii  rfttri,  Rt-rMvgv,  Bull.  Am.  Mut.  Nat.  Hitt.,  Vol.  XXIII, 

190?,  p.  (88;  RmivgM,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  No.  61,  1908,  p. 

t(8;  SroMg,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1911,  p.  aji;  Van  Dtw- 

avaoH  ft  Sttviv,  ftoc.  Cat.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  419; 

SnjMBcta  h  Baasova,  Clieck  Litt  N.  Amcr.  Ampli.  Repi.,  1917, 

p.  101;  Va«  DtMat'aoH  h  StiiriMy  Phic.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4, 

Vol.  VIII,  No.  6,  1918,  p.  )04. 

D0urifiian. — Head  dstrinct  from  nodk^  flat-topped  with 
narrow,  rounded  snout.  Temporal  regions  tometimet 
swollen  in  old  individuals.  Eye  moderate.  Rostnl  plate 
Urge,  bounded  behind  by  intemaaal,  anterior  nasal,  and  first 
labial  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head,  a  pair  of  internasals, 
a  pair  of  pfrfrontals,  a  frontal,  supraocular  of  each  side, 
and  a  pair  of  parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  dis- 
tinct. One  loteal.  One  or  rarely  two  preoculars.  Pbst- 
oculars  normally  three,  rarely  two  or  four.    Temporals 
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normally  one  followed  by  two,  sometimes  1+3  or  2+3. 
Eight  or  rarely  nine,  seven  or  ten  superior,  and  eight  to  11 , 
normally  10,  inferior  labials;  usually  the  fifth,  sixth  or 
seventh  superior  and  fifth,  sixth  or  seventh  inferior,  largest, 
the  fourth  and  fifth  or  third  and  fourth  superior  reaching 
eye,  the  first  pair  of  inferior  meeting  on  the  median  line. 
Two  pairs  of  genials,  the  posterior  usually  longer  than 
anterior.  Scales  in  nineteen  or  very  rarely  21  rows,  all 
keeled  except  sometimes  the  first  row  on  each  side.  Anal 
plate  not  divided.  Gastrosteges  varying  in  number  from 
144  to  180;  males  having  from  166  to  180;  females  from 
144  to  171.  Urosteges  in  two  series  of  from  66  to  97, 
males  having  from  85  to  97,  females  from  66  to  88. 

The  ground  color  above  is  olive  or  yellowish  or  reddish 
brown.  Along  the  middle  of  the  back  runs  a  yellow  light 
line  of  varying  width  but  usually  restricted  to  the  scales  of 
one  or  one  and  two  half  rows.  On  the  second  and  third 
rows  of  scales  of  each  side  is  a  broader  yellow  or  white  line. 
The  dorso-lateral  region  between  the  light  lines  may  be 
nearly  unicolor,  but  usually  shows,  more  or  less  distinctly, 
two  series  of  dark  spots  which  may  encroach  upon  the  dorsal 
or  lateral  lines.  These  spots  sometimes  unite  to  form  cross- 
bands  anteriorly  or  may  be  restricted  to  the  skin  between 
the  scales,  or  show  but  little  on  the  edges  of  the  scales.  The 
top  of  the  head  is  usually  light  brown  or  olive,  sometimes 
with  a  yellow  pineal  spot.  The  labials  are  light  with  daric 
edges.  There  is  a  pair  of  large  dark  nuchal  blotches.  The 
gastrosteges  and  urosteges  are  almost  always  uniform 
greenish  or  grayish  white,  but  sometimes  arc  clouded  with 
dusky,  esf)ecially  near  their  anterior  edges,  and  show  bladcish 
spots  near  the  tips  of  the  gastrosteges.  The  chin  and  throat 
normally  are  yellowish  white. 

Length  to  anoi 309         351         407         470         482         489 

Length  of  uil 97         103         134         156         173         173 


40.     THAMNOfHtS  111 


Vmisiion. — Twtnty-one  tpecimens  from  Arizona  have 
loreals  1 — 1  in  all.  The  preoculars  are  1 — 1  in  all,  but 
one,  which  has  1 — 2.  The  pottoculan  are  3 — 3  in  all  but 
three  which  have  3—4.  The  temponds  arc  I  +2 — 1  +2  in 
fourteen,  1+2 — 1+3  in  three,  1+3 — 1+3  in  three,  and 
2  +  3 — 2+3  in  one.  The  supralabials  are  8 — 8  in  twenty, 
and  8 — 9  in  one.  The  infndabials  are  10^10  In  seven- 
teen, 11 — 11  in  two,  10 — 11  in  one,  and  9 — 10  in  one. 
The  scale-rows  are  19 — 19 — 17  in  all  but  one,  which  has 
21 — 19 — 17.  The  gastrosteges  vary  in  number  from  164 
to  1 75,  males  having  from  166  to  1 75,  females  from  164  to 
171;  the  average  in  thirteen  males  is  170.6,  in  seven 
females,  168.  The  urosteges  vary  from  77  to  97,  males 
having  from  85  to  97,  fenudes  from  77  to  88;  the  average 
in  twelve  nudes  is  91.7,  in  six  females,  83.5. 

DisinhmiUm. — ^This  snake  occurs  in  the  United  States 
in  Arizona,  New  Mexico  and  western  Texas.  Thence  it 
ranges  south  through  Mexico  to  Guatemala.  In  Arizona 
it  has  been  found  in  the  plateau  region  and  about  the  foot- 
hills of  various  mountain  groups.  Ruthven  has  recorded  it 
from  Fort  Apache,  Fort  Huachuca,  White  River  Canyon, 
Sabino  Canyon,  and  Fort  Whipple,  Arizona.  We  have 
examined  specimens  from  Maricopa  (Cave  Creek),  Coco- 
nino (Oak  Creek),  Pinu  (Catalina  Mountains,  18  miles 
north  from  Tucson,  Sabino  Canyon,  Catalina  Mountains, 
Sawmill  Canyon,  Santa  Rita  Mountains),  and  Santa  Cruz 
(canyon  between  Madera  and  Agua  Caliente  canyons,  Cot- 
tonwood Canyon,  Agua  Caliente  Canyon,  Gardner  Canyon, 
and  Scctson^s  Dam,  all  in  the  Santa  Rita  Mountains) 
counties,  Arizona.  Dr.  Stone  has  recoitkd  this  species  from 
Sycamore  Canyon,  Baboquivari  Mountains,  Arizona}  and 
Dr.  Stejneger  from  Fort  Huachuca,  Arizona. 
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In  Sonora,  it  has  been  collected  at  Guaymas  and  in 
Guadalupe  Canyon. 

Remarks. — Specimens  from  Mexico  and  Central  Amer- 
ica seem  to  differ  from  those  from  Arizona  and  New  Mex- 
ico in  the  frequent  reduction  in  the  number  of  supralabials 
to  seven.  Since  our  material  is  all  from  Arizona,  we  are 
unable  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  whether  the  snakes  from 
these  distant  localities  are  really  identical  in  other  respects. 

1 84.    Thamnophis  ordinoides  ordinoides 

(Baird  &  Girard) 

PucET  Garter  Snake 

Plate  87 

Tropidonoius  ordinoides  Baird  &  Girard,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila., 
Vol.  VI,  1852,  p.  176  (type  locality,  Puget  Sound). 

Euiainia  UptoctphaU  Baird  &  Girard,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rept.,  Pt.  i, 
Serp.,  1853,  p.  19  (type  locality,  Puget  Sound);  Girard,  U.  S. 
Explor.  Exped.,  Herp.,  1858,  p.  151,  pi.  XIII,  figs.  7-13;  Lord, 
Naturalist  Vancouver  Island,  Vol.  II,  1866,  p.  306. 

Eutainia  cooperi  Kennicott,  U.  S.  Pac.  R.  R.  Surv.,  Vol.  XII,  Pt.  II, 
i860,  p.  296,  pi.  XV,  fig.  I  (localities  Catfiapoot*!  and  Willopah 
Valleys). 

Thamnophis  iepiocephala  Van  Denburgh,  Occas.  Papers  Cal.  Acad.  Sci., 
Vol.  V,  1897,  p.  205. 

EitUenia  UpiocephaU  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  for  1898,  1900,  p. 
1058. 

EuUtuia  skudis  kpiocephsla  Brown,  Proc.  Acad.  Sci.  Phila.,  1903,  p. 
295  (part);  Ditmars,  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  239  (part). 

ThawMophis  Upiocephaius  oiympia  Meek,  Field  G>lumUan  Mus.  Nat. 
Hbt.,  Zool.  Series,  Vol.  I,  1899,  p.  235  (type  locality,  Olympic 

Mountains,  Washington). 

Thamnophis  ruhristriata  Meek,  Field  G>lumbian  Mus.  Nat.  Hist.,  Zool. 
Series,  Vol.  I,  1899,  p.  235  (type  locality,  Olympic  MountainSi 
Washington). 
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Tksmn9pk9i  wr^tmm^s  wnltn^idti  RvTNVftN.  Bull.  U.  S.  Nar.  Mus.» 
No.  6i,  190I,  p.  147  (part);  STtjMEott  Ac  Bakbour,  Check  List 
N.  Afficr.  Amph.  Rq>f.»  I9i7t  p-  101 ;  GaiMMELL  &  Camp,  Univ. 
Cal.  Publ..  Zool.,  Viil.  17,  No.  10,  1917.  P-  '79  (p*rt);  Vam  Dih- 
icac«H  dc  SLftriw,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Series  4*  Vol.  VIII,  No.  6, 

I9I1I,  p-  11$.  pt-  i- 

Description. — Head  distinct  from  neck^  flat-topped^  with 
fUJTuw,  rounded  snout,  and  temporal  regions  sometimes 
slightly  swollen.  Eye  small.  Rostnd  large,  bounded 
behind  by  intemanli  anterior  nasal^  and  first  labial  plates. 
Plates  on  top  of  head:  a  pair  of  intematals,  a  pair  of  pre- 
f runtalsi  a  frontal,  supraocular  of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of 
parictals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  distinct.  One 
loreal,  rarely  absent.  One  or  two  prtoculars  and  three  or 
rarely  two  postoculars.  Temporals  normally  two  followed 
by  two,  sometimes  1  +  1  or  1+3.  Superior  labials  normally 
leven,  rarely  six,  eight  or  five.  Inferior  labials  normally 
eight,  rarely  nine,  seven,  six  or  five.  Usually  the  fifth  or 
sixth  superior  and  fourth,  fifth,  or  sixth  inferior  labials 
largest,  third  and  fourth  or  fourth  and  fifth  superior 
reaching  eye,  fine  pair  of  inferior  meeting  on  median  line. 
1  wo  pairs  of  genials,  posterior  longer  than  anterior.  Scales 
on  body  in  17  or  19  rows,  all  keeled  except  sometimes  the 
fine  row  of  each  side.  Anal  plate  not  divided.  Gastrosteges 
varying  in  number  from  136  to  162,  nules  ha^ng  from 
138  to  162,  females  from  135  to  154.  Urosteges  in  two 
series  of  from  50  to  81,  males  having  from  56  to  81, 
females  from  50  to  72. 

The  ground  color  above  is  olive  or  pale  blackish  brown, 
dotted  and  spotted  with  black  along  the  edges  of  the  scales, 
and  with  or  without  three  light  longitudinal  lines.  The 
lateral  lines,  when  present,  are  usually  grayish  or  greenish 
blue,  while  the  dorsal  line — which  often  fades  out  poster- 
iorly—may he  white,  gray,  blue,  yellow,  or  brick  red.    A 
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bladdsh  streak  usually  runs  back  from  the  eye  in  specimens 
light  enough  to  show  it.  The  labials  are  bluish  gray  or 
yellowish.  The  pineal  spot  is  often  present  on  the  suture 
between  the  parietal  plates.  The  belly  may  be  yellowish, 
olive,  plumbeous,  or  slate;  the  throat  is  yellowish  white } 
the  lower  surface  of  the  tail  is  sometimes  bride  red. 

Length  to  anus 372         395         420         518         560         585 

Length  of  tail 105  112         115  133  164         138 

Variation. — ^Three  specimens  have  no  loreal  plates;  one 
has  a  loreal  on  one  side  only;  the  others  have  the  normal 
loreal  1 — 1.  The  preoculars  are  1 — 1  in  two  hundred  and 
seventy-nine,  or  86%;  1 — 2  in  twenty-six,  or  8%;  and 
2 — 2  in  twenty,  or  6%.  The  postoculars  are  3 — ^3  in  two 
hundred  and  eighty-four,  or  87%;  2 — 3  in  twenty-four,  or 
7%;  2 — 2  in  sixteen,  or  5%;  and  1 — 2  in  one.  The  tem- 
porals are  1+2 — 1+2  in  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine, 
or  89%;l+2— 1  +  1  in  eighteen,  or  6%;  1+2—1+3  in 
eight,  or  2%;  1  +  1—1+1  in  four,  or  1%;  and  3+3—3+3 
in  three,  or  1  %.  The  supralabials  are  7 — 7  in  two  hundred 
and  eighty-three,  or  85%;  7 — 8  in  twenty,  or  6%;  7 — 6 
in  nine,  or  3%;  8 — 8  in  five,  or  2%;  6 — 6  in  four,  or  1  %; 
5 — 5  in  one,  and  8 — 6  in  one.  The  infralabials  are  8 — 8 
in  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  or  55%^  9 — 9  in  fifty- 
eight,  or  18%;  8—9  in  fifty-four,  or  17%;  7—8  in  six- 
teen, or  5%;  7 — 7  in  nine,  or  3%;  9 — 10  in  six,  or  2%; 
and  6 — 7  in  two.  The  scale  rows  are  17 — 17 — 15  or 
17 — 15 — 15  in  two  hundred  and  thirty-six,  or  72%;  the 
other  28%  all  have  19  rows,  but  the  formula  may  be 
17—19—17—15,  17—19—17,  19—19—17,  19—19—15, 
162,  females  from  135  to  154;  the  average  in  118  males 
in  number  from  135  to  162,  males  having  from  138  to 
17—19—17,  or  17—18—19—17.  The  gastrosteges  vary 
is  149.2,  in  158  females  it  is  144.8.    The  urosteges  vary 
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from  50  Co  81,  males  having  from  56  to  81,  females  from 
50  to  72;  the  average  in  96  males  is  70.2,  in  128  females 
it  is  60.9. 

Disiribuiion. — This  beautiful  little  snake  is  the  common 
Garter-Snake  in  British  Columbia  and  Washington  in  the 
\4csnity  of  I\igct  Sound.  It  has  been  noted  from  Western 
Oregon  and  from  the  northwestern  comer  of  California. 
I  have  examined  specimens  from  the  following  localities: 

From  British  Columbia,  from  Lillooet  River  Valley, 
1  ahsis  Canal  and  Friendly  Cove  on  Nootka  Sound,  Golden 
Eagle  Mine  on  Mount  Saunders,  Kuppert,  Lund,  Albemi 
Valley  in  Vancouver  Island,  and  Union  Bay,  Bayne  Sound. 

From  Washington,  from  Clallam  (Forks),  San  Juan, 
Whatcom  (New  Whatcom),  Skagit  (Mount  Vernon),  Sno- 
homish (Darrington),  King  (Seattle),  Pierce  (Mt.  Rain- 
ier), Kitsap  (Port  Orchard),  Chehalis  (Montesano,  Mel- 
bourne, Aberdeen),  and  Pacific  (Lebam,  Trapp  Creek) 
counties. 

From  Oregon,  from  Clatsop  (Astoria,  Gearheart), 
Multnomah  (Portland),  Tillamook  (Garibaldi,  Trask 
River,  Tillamook,  and  Nestucea  Road),  Yamhill  (between 
Grand  Ronde  and  Dolph),  Lincoln  (Stiletz,  Toledo),  Ben- 
ton (Little  Elk  and  Yaquina  River,  between  Chitwood  and 
Siletz  River,  between  Pioneer  and  Siletz  River,  Philomath, 
Alsea),  Lane  (junction  Lake  and  Deadwood  Creek,  junc- 
tion Siuslaw  River  and  Lake  Creek,  Elmira),  Coos  (Marsh- 
field,  South  Fork  Coos  River,  Sumner,  Coquille,  South 
Fork  Coquille  River  20  miles  above  Myrtle  Point,  Myrtle 
Point),  Douglas  (Camas  Mountains,  Cow  Creek,  Drain), 
Curry  (Sixes  River,  Port  Orford,  Elk  Creek,  Flores  Cirek, 
Rogtie  River,  Cbrfain,  Goldbeach,  Harbor)  counties. 

From  California,  from  Del  Norte  (Smith  River,  Gat- 
quet.  Crescent  Cty,  Requa)  county. 
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Remarks. — ^This  is  the  common  garter-snake  of  the 
northwest  coast.  It  is  of  small  aze.  The  largest  specimen 
examined  measures  590  mm.  to  base  of  tail.  The  head  is 
small,  not  so  distinct  from  the  nedc  as  in  other  raoesi  and 
the  labials  are  reduced  in  number. 

The  coloration  is  very  variable.  The  dorsal  line  fre- 
quently is  absent  or  developed  only  on  the  nedc  The 
lateral  lines  also  may  be  absent  Specimens  may  be  heavily 
spotted  or  without  any  marking,  either  lines  or  spots.  The 
dorsal  line  usually  is  yellow,  but  may  be  red,  and  there 
often  is  red  elsewhere  in  the  coloration,  as  on  the  gastro- 
steges.  The  lower  surfaces  often  are  dark,  and  the  colora- 
tion everywhere  may  be  very  dusky. 

Specimens  with  heavy  spotting  and  dark  {ngmentation 
of  the  gastrosteges  resemble  T.  o.  vagrans,  but  usually  may 
be  easily  distinguished  by  their  scale  characters. 

Specimens  showing  no  dorsal  line  resemble  T.  o.  couchU, 
but  here  again  the  scale  characters  are  quite  different. 

The  closest  relationship  of  this  sub-species  undoubtedly 
is  with  T.  o.  atratus^  yet  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the 
subspedfic  distinctness  of  the  two  forms.  The  differences 
in  the  number  of  superior  and  inferior  labials,  scale-rows 
and  gastrosteges  should  be  suffident  aid  toward  their  cor- 
rect determination,  and  the  general  appearance  usually  is 
quite  different.  Certain  spedmens,  however,  are  so  nearly 
intermediate  in  one  or  more  of  their  characters  that  students 
might  differ  in  opinion  as  to  their  identity.  Such  spedmens, 
as  set  forth  under  head  of  T.  o.  atratus^  show  real  geo- 
graphic intergradation.  So  far  as  spedmens  examined  by 
us  show,  this  intergradation  occurs  only  in  Del  Norte 
County,  California,  where  the  ranges  of  the  two  forms  meet 
and  perhaps  overlap  slightly.  Many  of  the  spedmens  from 
this  county  are  typical  of  either  one  or  the  other  subspedes, 
— ordinoides  or  tf/rtf/««,— and  most  of  the  intergrades  seem 
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to  be  nearer  to  the  latter  type  than  to  the  former.  South 
of  Del  Norte  County  no  tendency  toward  T.  o.  ordinoides 
has  been  observed  in  T.  o.  siraius,  unless  it  be  that  the  rather 
frequent  absence  of  the  dorsal  line  in  specimens  from  Hum- 
boldt and  Mendocino  counties  may  be  so  regarded 

Our  figures  show  that  1 4  per  cent  only  of  the  specimens 
have  two  preoculars  on  one  or  both  sides  of  the  head. 
Snakes  of  the  T.  o.  vsgr^ns  type  occur  in  portions  of  the 
area  occupied  by  T.  o.  ordincidds,  and  often  have  two  pre- 
oculars. There  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  for  calling  them 
r.  o.  ardinoUUs.  It  appears  much  more  logical  to  consider 
them  r.  o.  tiscuisius^  as  was  done  in  1 897,  although  speci- 
mens to  show  the  continuity  of  range  from  the  KJamath 
Lakes  to  Puget  Sound  are  not  at  hand. 

i  85.    Thunnophis  ordinoides  atratut  ( Kennicott ) 

Coast  GAaTF.a-SNAKE 
Plate  88 


Emtsimis  wnlm^idfi  Bairo  Sc  GitAfto,  Car.  N.  Amrr.  Rcpf.,  Pt.  i,  |S$J, 

p.  J.)  (not  of  iSp);  GiftARO,  U.  S.  |-.x|>l<jr.  Kipcd.,  Ilerp.,  1S5S, 

p.    IJl,  pi.   XIV,  fi((f   1-4? 
Emtmimis  strsis  KcNMicorr,  II.  S.  Pac.  R.  R.  Surv.,  Vol.  XII,  Pf.  II, 

1S60,  p.  3y6  (fjrpe  Incalitjr,  CaUfomk). 
Emi^mts  flegstn  ur^tmoUei  Cort,  Proc.   U.  S.  Naf.   Mu«.,  Vo*.  XIV. 

lSv2,  p.  654;  Con,  Rqvirt  U.  S.  Nat.  Mu«.,  iSvS  (1900),  p.  1046. 
Emi^nts  im/frmsJa  im/frmsJit  Cort,  Prr<.  t*.  S.  Nat.  Mui.,  Vol.  XIV, 

1S91,  p.  A57;  Core,  Rqwict  I*.  S.  Nat.  Mut.  hw  iSvif  I900»  p. 

10J4  (part). 
T^ptd^mtmi  mdimsimi  var.   m/fmslu   BoiLrMf^aa,  Cat.  Snakn  Brit. 

Min.,  Vol.  I,  iSvU  p.  Tcn  (part). 
TkMmm^pikti  tm/ifnsiii  Sitjutr.ra,  N.  Amcr.  Fauna,  No.  7,  iSvi,  p.  3ia 
Emi^mts  $m/rmsltt  t%Jms  Copt,  Proc.  L*.  S.  Nat.  Mu«.»  Vol    XIV,  1S93, 

p.  65I  (trr^  tiicality,  San  Praadaco,  Cal.);  Cora,  Rrpurt  U.  S. 
Nat.  Mut.  Unt  t%*A%  iv^'t  p-  105$. 
Tk^mtf^i  fUf^mi  Van   I)K»aiacii,  Occat.  Papm  Cal.  Acad    Sn., 
Vol.  V.  lS97»  p.  S07  (p^). 
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Eut^tnia  eUgans  eUgans  Brown,  Proc  Acad.  Nat.  Sd.  Phila.,  1903,  p. 

288  (part). 
Euiitnia  eUgans  DirHARS,  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  225,  pis.  LXVI,  figs. 

3,  5,  II,  LXXIX,  fig.  1. 
Eutitnia  eUgans  injemalis  Ditmars,  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  227,  pi. 

LXIX,  fig.  2. 
Thamnophis  ordinoides  eUgans  Ruthven,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  61, 

1908,  p.  138  (part);  Stejneger  &  Barbour,  Check  List  N.  Amer. 

Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  102  (part);  Grinnell  &  Camp,  Univ.  Cal. 

Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  17,  No.  10,  1917,  p.  180  (part). 
Thamnophis  ordinoides  airaius  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal. 

Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  VIII,  No.  6,  191 8,  p.  224,  pi.  9. 

Description. — Head  distinct  from  neck,  flat-topped,  with 
rather  narrow,  rounded  snout,  and  temporal  regions  some- 
times swollen.  Eye  of  moderate  size.  Rostral  large, 
bounded  behind  by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal,  and  first  labial 
plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head:  a  pair  of  intemasals,  a  pair 
of  prefrontals,  supraocular  of  each  side,  a  frontal,  and  a 
pair  of  parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  distinct.  One 
loreal.  One  or  rarely  two  preoculars  and  from  two  to  five 
(normally  three)  postoculars.  Temporals  normally  one 
followed  by  two,  sometimes  1+1,  1+3,  or  2+2.  Eight, 
or  rarely  seven,  nine,  or  1 0,  superior  and  1 0,  or  rarely  eight, 
nine  or  1 1  inferior  labials,  fifth  or  sixth  superior  and  fifth, 
sixth  or  seventh  inferior  usually  largest,  fourth  and  fifth  or 
third  and  fourth  superior  usually  reaching  eye,  first  pair 
of  inferior  meeting  on  median  line.  Two  pairs  of  genials, 
posterior  equal  to  or  little  longer  than  anterior.  Scales  on 
body  in  1 9  or  2 1  rows.  Anal  plate  undivided.  Gastrosteges 
varying  in  number  from  140  to  1 72,  males  having  from  146 
to  172,  females  from  140  to  168.  Urosteges  in  two  series  of 
from  52  to  93,  males  having  from  63  to  93,  females  from 
52  to  86. 

The  head  is  brown  or  olive  above,  never  red.  The 
labials  are  yellow  or  olive.    The  chin  and  throat  are  yellow 
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or  yellowith  white.  The  belly  is  yellow  or  olive^  toinetimes 
dusky  or  washed  with  brick  red.  The  doml  line  is  never 
bluish.  There  are  four  distinct  types  of  coloration,  each  of 
which  might  be  considered  a  distinct  spcdes  if  compared 
with  typical  specimens  of  the  others,  but  all  of  which  pass 
into  one  another  almost  imperceptibly  when  large  series  are 
examined    These  types  are: 

(a)  The  ground  color  brown  with  three  light  lines, 
a  pair  of  dark  nuchal  blotches  and  numerous  black  or  dark 
brown  spots  along  the  sides.  This  style  of  coloration  is  seen 
in  young  only,  but  many  of  the  smallest  specimens  are  un- 
spotted. 

(b)  Brown  above  with  three  longitudinal  lines;  the 
doml  line  yellow;  the  lateral  lines  and  more  or  less  of  the 
belly  bright  brick  red. 

(c)  There  are  three  lines,  the  dorso-lateral  region  is 
largely  red  with  dark  ^pots,  and  the  belly  often  is  more  or 
less  suffused  with  bright  brick  red. 

(d)  Dark  olive  above  with  no  lateral  lines;  the  dorsal 
line  yellow  and  very  wide,  the  throat  bright  yellow,  the 
belly  deep  olive  or  slate,  with  or  without  a  yellow  streak 
along  its  middle.    This  is  Cope's  E.  infernalis  vidus. 

None  of  these  forms  occurs  alone  in  any  one  place,  and 
the  series  of  intergradations  is  complctci  so  that  these  cannot 
be  recognized  as  geographical  races.  Nevertheless,  the  form 
^^  without  lateral  lines  seems  to  occur  nowhere  else  than 
on  the  San  Francisco  peninsula,  and  the  style  *V  is  most 
abundant  in  Marin  and  San  Frandsco  counties. 
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Vmistum. — Three  hundred  and  sixty-three  specimens 
show  variation  as  follows: 

The  loftal  is  1 — 1  in  all  specimens.    Preoculars  are  I — I 
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in  three  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  or  93  %  j  2 — 2  in  fifteen, 
or  4%}  1 — 2  in  seven,  or  1  %;  and  2 — 3  in  one.  Postocu- 
lars  are  3 — 3  in  three  hundred  and  twenty-one,  or  88%} 
3—4  in  fifteen,  or  4%}  2 — 3  in  ten,  or  2%}  2 — ^2  in  eight, 
or  2%;  4—4  in  six,  or  1  %  j  4 — 5  in  one,  and  1 — 2  in  one. 
Temporals  are  1+2 — 1+2  in  two  hundred  and  eighty,  or 
77%}  1+2—1+3  in  forty-four,  or  12%}  1+3—1+3  in 
sixteen,  or  4%}  1  +  1—1  +  1  in  ten,  or  2%}  1+1—1+2 
in  five,  or  1%}  1  +  1 — 2+2  in  two,  1+2 — ^2+2  in  two, 
1+1 — 1+3  in  one,  and  1+3 — 2+2  in  one.  The  supra- 
labials  are  8 — 8  in  three  hundred  and  nine,  or  85%}  7 — 7 
in  twenty-six,  or  7%}  7 — 8  in  twenty-five,  or  6%}  8 — 9 
in  one,  and  9 — 9  in  one.  The  infralaUals  are  10 — 10  in 
two  hundred  and  seventy-two,  or  75%}  9-10  in  forty-four, 
or  12%}  9-9  in  thirty-two,  or  8%}  10-11  in  five,  or  1%} 
8 — 9  in  three,  8 — 10  in  three,  1 1 — 1 1  in  two,  and  8 — 8  in 
one.  The  scale-rows  are  19 — 19 — 17  in  two  hundred  and 
fifty-five,  or  71%}  19 — 21 — 17  in  twenty-seven,  or  7%} 
21 — 21 — 17  in  twenty-two,  or  6%}  19 — 21 — 19  in  twenty- 
one,  or  6%}  21—21—19  in  nine,  or  2%}  21—19—17  in 
six,  or  1%}  17—19—17  in  four,  or  1%}  19—19—19  in 
three,  19—20 — 19  in  three,  20 — 21—19  in  one,  17—18 — 
1 7  in  one,  1 9 — 1 9 — 1 5  in  one,  and  20 — 2 1 — 1 7  in  one.  The 
gastrosteges  vary  in  number  from  1 40  to  1 72,  males  having 
from  146  to  172,  females  from  140  to  168}  the  average  in 
one  hundred  and  fifty  males  is  158,  in  two  hundred  and 
four  females,  153.  The  urosteges  vary  from  52  to  93, 
males  having  from  63  to  93,  females  from  52  to  86}  the 
average  in  131  males  is  81,  in  168  females,  74. 

It  now  is  well  known  that  variation  in  the  coloration  of 
the  snakes  of  this  subspecies  is  very  great.  Certain  types  of 
coloration  may  be  pointed  out  as  occurring  in  groups  of 
specimens.  The  best  known  of  these  color  types,  perhaps, 
is  that  in  which  the  general  color  is  dark  olive,  lateral  lines 
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absent,  doml  line  yellow  and  veiy  broad,  throat  bright 
yellow,  and  belly  deep  olive  or  slate  with  or  without  a 
median  yellow  streak.  This  is  the  coloration  of  the  types 
of  this  subspecies,  which  types  Gipe  redescribed  as  Eut^ms 
mf^nudis  vidus.  It  b  not  a  common  style  of  coloration  in 
this  subspecies  since  we  find  it  more  or  less  well  marked  in 
only  twenty-nine  of  three  hundred  and  sixty-three  specimens, 
or  8%.  All  of  these  specimens  are  from  the  San  Fran- 
cisco peninsula,  that  is  to  say  from  San  Mateo,  Santa  Clara, 
Santa  Cruz,  and  Monterey  counties.  They,  however,  share 
this  area  with  snakes  of  various  other  styles  of  coloration, 
and  all  sorts  of  intermediate  specimens  are  to  be  found,  so 
that  this  seems  to  be  merely  a  peculiar  color  phase,  although 
restricted  geographically  to  a  small  portion  of  the  range  of 
the  subspecies. 

In  certain  specimens  the  donal  line  is  lacking,  or  very 
faint  or  short.  This  is  found  most  frequently  in  specimens 
from  Humboldt  and  Mendocino  counties. 

Specimens  from  San  Francisco  and  Marin  counties  usually 
may  be  recognized  as  such  by  their  coloration,  which  is  of  a 
style  not  peculiar  to  these  areas,  but  certainly  most  frequent 
there.  There  are  three  lines,  the  dorso-lateral  region  is 
largely  red  with  dark  spots,  and  the  belly  often  is  more 
or  leas  suffused  with  bright  brick  red. 

Perhaps  the  most  frequent  style  of  coloration  is  that 
which  shows  three  light  lines  on  a  hruwn  or  olive  ground, 
with  the  belly  yellow  or  olive.  But,  as  we  have  said,  indi- 
vidual variation  in  color  is  enormous. 

Disirihuiion. — The  coast  garter-snake  occupies  the  coast 
region  of  California  from  I)el  Norte  to  Santa  Barbara  coun- 
ties. So  far  as  known,  the  area  inhalnted  by  it  includes  the 
coast  ranges  and  their  valleys,  but  not  the  great  interior 
valleys  of  the  state.    It  occurs  in  both  Transition  and  Upper 
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Sonoran  zones.  I  have  ttcamined  spedmeos  from  Or^gooy 
taken  near  Siskiyou^  Jackaon  County,  and  from  California^ 
from  Shasta  (Anderson),  Dei  Norte  (Gasquet,  Requa), 
Humboldt  (Trinidad,  Eureka,  Femdale,  Alton,  Carlotta, 
Cuddebadc,  White  Thorn,  GarberviUe),  Mendocino  (Bald 
Hill,  Irishes,  Cahto,  Covelo,  Ten  Mile  River,  Laytonville, 
Sherwood,  Mendocino,  Big  River,  Comptche^  Albion  River, 
Roberts  Creek  near  Ukiah,  Garcia  River,  Pcunt  Arenai 
Pieta,  Gualala),  Lake  (Middleton),  Yolo  (Rumsey), 
Sonoma  (Wheatfield  Fork  Gualala  River,  Skaggs  Springs, 
Cazadero,  Duncan  Mills,  Austin  Creek,  Kidd  Creek,  Gueme- 
ville,  Freestone),  Napa  (Berryessa  Creek,  St  Helena), 
Solano  (Vacaville),  Marin  (Inverness,  Point  Reyes,  Total- 
oma,  Olema,  Mill  Valley,  San  Rafael,  Sausalito),  Contra 
Costa  (Mt.  Diablo,  Walnut  Creek),  Alameda  (Berkeley, 
Oakland,  San  Leandro,  Calaveras  Valley),  San  Francisco 
(Golden  Gate  Park,  Union  Square,  Presidio),  San  Mateo 
(San  Bruno,  Portola,  Woodside,  Searsville,  Corte  Madera 
Creek,  Butano  Basin,  La  Honda,  Pescadero),  Santa  Clara 
(Stanford  University,  Rdo  Alto,  Corte  Madera  Canyon, 
Stevens  Creek,  Los  Gatos,  Santa  Clara,  San  Jose,  Smith 
Creek,  Mt.  Hamilton,  Uvas  Creek,  Coyote  Creek,  Gilroy 
Hot  Springs),  Santa  Cruz  (Waddell  Creek,  Swanton,  Fel- 
ton,  Glenwood,  Soquel),  Monterey  (Salinas  River  near 
Blanco,  Seaside,  Pacific  Grove,  Carmel,  San  Maoento, 
Garapatos  Creek,  Mill  Creek,  Little  Siu*  River,  P^ngton 
Canyon),  San  Luis  Obispo  (Morro,  Oceano),  and  Santa 
Barbara  (Santa  Ynez  River)  counties. 

Remarks. — ^This  subspecies  formerly  was  confused  with 
T.  ordinoides  elegans  by  me  and  with  T.  ardinoides  ardi- 
noides  by  Brown  and  Ruthven.  It  differs  from  T.  ordi- 
noides  elegans  in  the  smaller  average  number  of  its  scale- 
rows  and  ventral  plates,  as  well  as  in  eoloradon.    The  dorsal 


40.    THAMSOFHtS  tit 


line  usutUy  it  wider  than  in  T.  o.  ^Ugsm  and  there  often 
ii  more  or  Itm  red  in  the  coloration,  which,  to  far  as  we 
know,  it  not  the  case  in  the  mountain  tnaket. 

T»  o»  sirssus  diffen  from  T.  o.  ordinoUUs  in  being  of 
larger  size  and  in  usually  having  a  greater  number  of  upper 
and  lower  labials,  tcale-rows,  and  gastrotteges.  The  colora- 
tion also  is  different,  although  a  wide  range  in  pattern  and 
shade  is  to  be  leen  in  both  subspecies,  and  both  often  show 
some  rod  coloring. 

As  regards  scale  characters,  T.  o.  sinius  nuiy  be  con- 
sidered intermediate  between  T.  o.  orJUnoUss  and  T.  o. 

The  two  specimens  from  Siskiyou,  Jackson  County,  Ore- 
gon, and  two  othen  from  Anderson,  Shasta  Omnty,  Cali- 
fornia, probably  might  best  be  regarded  as  showing  inter- 
gradation  between  this  coast  form  and  the  T.  o.  ^Ugsm  of 
the  Sierra  Nevada,  since  they  all  have  21  rows  of  scales 
and  somewhat  intermediate  coloration.  The  material  is 
inadequate  to  nuke  this  conclusion  a  positive  one,  but  it  is 
in  this  region  that  one  would  expect  to  find  these  subspecies 
merging. 

Certain  specimens  from  Coos  County,  Oregon,  seem 
to  show  intergradation  between  this  subspecies  and  T.  ordi^ 
moidUs  Hsctstus.  Others  from  Requa  and  Crescent  City 
in  Del  Norte  County,  California,  are  intermediate  between 
T.  ordinoUss  ardinoid^s  and  T,  ardip$oid^s  strsims. 

HsSiis.-^Thk  small  snake  usually  is  found  near  water 
but  seldom  in  it.  On  cool  days  it  may  be  discovered  under 
stones  or  wood.  It  is  unobtrusive  and,  aside  from  its  malo- 
dorous excretion,  quite  inoffensive.  As  in  other  membera 
of  the  genus,  the  young  are  born  fully  developed.  Their 
number  varies  greatly  in  different  broods.  The  food  of 
this  subspecies  probably  consists  in  the  main  of  small  frogs, 
toads,  fish,  tadpoles,  slugs,  small  mammals,  and  an  occa- 


2.  WdiexK  Bjkc.    This  is 


.  iflil     T^fcMiiTismwthMriHihiiiiJMi>€iKpMB<  jBaci&Ggani) 


^w  Mf  Sctp>9 


z.  4f  f  >rt .    3c  rTTe  :  Can;  loorr  U.  Sl  ^ioc.  SiiiL  Sat  189I, 

Tismw^i  c^jBK  \mm  Dsarscvas.  (kcm.  Kpess  CjL  Acad.  ScL, 
V>.  V,  ri^r,  p.  ar-  p«r :  Gasnu,  Unir.  C^.  PtebL  ZboL, 
VoL  5,  S<x  I,  rspl,  ?•  li-. 

tuutnU  eUimu  ^tMs  Blow,  ^oc  Aad.  Xxt.  ScL  PUl,  1903, 
p,  lA5  'part;;  0»x,  fescrt  L.  5.  Xit.  3i«s.  Sbr  \%^^  1900^  pc 

Thsmnophis  ^/riiiuiUe:  eUittu  Rctstex,  BnfL  U.  Sc  Nat.  Mos^  Nol 
^fy  fyc^y  p,  13^  ^part.;  Stzjvecek  &  Bajlbocb,  Ckck  Lst  N. 
Amer.  Amph.  Repc,  191*,  p.  I3£  (port);  Gicracu.  &  Camp,  Mjm. 
Cal.  Pnbl.  ZogI^  VoL  17,  No.  ic,  1917,  p.  iSo  (part);  Vas  De». 
%\:%rM  h  Sletist,  Proc  CaL  Acad.  ScL,  Scr.  4,  VoL  VIII,  Nol  6, 
f^i^,  p.  2J5;  Vast  Dekburch  &  Slehv,  IVoc  CaL  Acad.  ScL, 
5>er,  4,  VoL  XI,  1921,  pp.  29,  37. 

Description. — Head  distinct  from  nedc,  flat-topped, 
with  narrow,  rounded  snout,  and  temporal  regions  some- 
times iiwollen.  Eye  moderate.  Rostral  large,  bounded 
lichind  \rY  intemasal,  anterior  nasal,  and  first  labial  plates. 
Platen  on  top  of  head:  A  pair  of  intemasals,  a  pair  of  pre- 


40.    THAMSOFHtS  S2S 


frontmlt,  a  f rontml|  supraoailar  of  each  tide,  a  pair  of  pane- 
talft.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  distinct.  One  loreal. 
One  or  rarely  two  preoculars.  Two  to  four,  normally  three, 
postoculars.  Temporals  normally  one  followed  by  two, 
sometimes  1+3  or  1  +  1.  Eight  (rarely  seven,  nine  or  six), 
superior  and  ten  (rarely  eight,  nine  or  11),  inferior  labials, 
usually  the  sixth  in  each  series  largest,  the  fourth  and  fifth 
superior  reaching  eye,  first  pair  of  inferior  meeting  on 
median  line.  Two  pain  of  genials,  posterior  equal  to  or 
shorter  than  anterior.  Scales  on  body  in  2 1  or  1 9  rows,  all 
keeled.  Anal  plate  not  divided.  Gastrosteges  varying  in 
number  from  151  to  1 79,  males  having  from  159  to  1 79, 
females  from  151  to  175.  Urostcges  in  two  series  of  from 
70  to  101,  males  having  from  78  to  101,  females  from 
70  to  88. 

The  back  is  dark  brown  or  blackish,  with  no,  or  but  little, 
evident  spotting.  Dorsal  and  lateral  light  stripes  are  pres- 
ent. The  dorsal  stripe  is  narrow,  usually  about  the  width 
of  one  or  one  and  two  half  scales,  and  has  well  defined 
straight  edges.  The  gular  region  and  the  lower  surfaces 
of  body  and  tail  are  yellowish  or  greenish  white,  rarely 
much  clouded  with  darker. 

A  specimen  showing  the  colon  in  life  is  described  by 
Dr.  Grinnell  as  follows:  "Vcntrally  the  snake  is  pale  green- 
ish blue,  the  distal  margins  of  the  gastrosteges  becoming 
pinkish.  The  throat,  sides  of  head,  and  snout,  are  dull 
pinkish.  Dorsally  the  snake  is  almost  black,  more  exactly, 
perhaps,  sooty  septa.  A  conspicuous  median  dorsal  straw- 
yellow  line  runs  from  the  nape  to  the  tip  of  the  tail, 
though  on  top  of  the  tail  it  becomes  narrow  and  faint.  This 
stripe  involves  the  median  scale  row,  and  part  of  the  one  on 
either  side,  especially  anteriorly.  A  small  spot  of  yellow 
marks  the  top  of  the  bead,  involving  the  median  margins 
of  the  two  parietal  plates.    Along  each  side  of  the  snake  its 
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whole  length  and  continuous  with  the  ligfa^-ccloiiod  aides 
of  the  head  is  a  pale  lemon*ycUow  stripe^  brightest  anter- 
iorly and  becoming  dusky  and  merging  with  the  ventral 
color-tract  posteriorly.  This  stripe  involves  the  second 
and  part  of  the  third  scale  rows  above  the  gastrosteges  on 
either  side.  The  sides  of  the  head  exhiUt  several  vertical 
dusky  markings^  and  the  otherwise  dark  brown  back  b 
faintly  fledced^  along  either  side  of  the  median  stripe  and 
just  above  the  lateral  stripes,  with  whitish  scale  edgings. 
There  is  not  a  trace  of  red  anywhere.  The  bright  yellow 
median  dorsal  stripe  is  a  conspicuous  feature  in  the  colora* 
tion  of  this  snake." 

Length  to  anoi 354        395        420        477        492        570 

Length  of  tail 156         125         133         162         161         132 

Variation. — ^Ninety-seven  specimens  show  the  following 
variations: 

The  loreal  is  1 — 1  in  all.  The  preoculars  are  1 — 1  in 
eighty-nine,  or  93%;  1 — 2  in  five,  or  5%;  and  2 — 2  in 
two,  or  2%.  The  postoculars  are  3 — ^3  in  ninety-two,  or 
9S%}  3 — 4-  in  four,  or  4%}  2—3  in  one,  or  1%.  The 
temporals  arc  1+2 — 1+2  in  seventy-one,  or  7S%i  1+2 — 
1+3  in  sixteen,  or  17%;  1+3 — 1+3  in  seven,  or  7%; 
and  1  +  1 — 1  +  1  in  one,  or  1  %.  The  supndabials  are  8 — 8 
in  ninety-one,  or  94%;  7 — 8  in  two,  or  2%;  8 — 9  in  one, 
or  1  % ;  9 — 9  in  one,  or  1  % ;  and  7 — 6  in  one,  or  1  %.  The 
infralabials  are  10 — 10  in  eighty-two,  or  8S%}  9 — 10  in 
ten,  or  10%;  9 — 9  in  two,  or  2%;  8 — 10  in  one,  or  1%; 
10 — 11  in  one,  or  1%;  and  11 — 11  in  one,  or  1%.  The 
scale-rows  are  19 — 19 — 17  in  twenty-two,  or  23%;  all  the 
others  (77%)  have  21  rows  of  scales,  but  the  formula 
varies,  being  19—21—19—17  in  thirty,  21—19—17  in 
seventeen,  21 — 21 — 17  in  twelve,  19 — 21 — 17  in  twelve, 
and  20 — 21 — 17  in  two.    The  gastrosteges  vary  from  ISl 
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CO  179,  miles  having  from  159  to  179,  females  from  151 
CO  175;  the  average  in  fifty  males  is  171,  in  forty-six 
females,  163.4.  The  urosteges  vary  from  70  to  101,  males 
having  from  78  to  101,  females  from  70  to  88,  the  average 
in  forty  males  is  86.4,  in  thirty  females,  78.5. 

Diiirihaian. — ^This  subspecies  is  a  mountain  form  which 
seems  to  be  confined  to  the  Sierra  Nevada  and  San  Ber- 
nardino Mountains.  In  the  Sierra  Nevada  it  has  been  taken 
on  both  the  east  and  west  slopes.  It  seems  not  to  ocair 
at  the  lower  levels.  I  have  examined  specimens  from  the 
following  localities: 

In  California,  from  Butte  (Oroville),  Yuba  (Straw- 
berry Valley),  Placer  (Soda  Springs  Sution  6,500  feet). 
El  Dorado  (FyfFe),  Tuolumne  (Tuolumne  Meadows), 
Mariposa  (Tamarack  Flat,  Yosemite  Valley,  Yosemite 
National  Put  at  7,700  feet),  Fresno  (Kings  River  at  5,000 
feet),  Tulare  (Jackass  Meadow  at  7,750  feet,  Monache 
Meadow  at  8,000  feet).  Sierra  (Sierraville),  El  Dorado 
(Fallen  Leaf  Lake,  Tallac,  I^e  Tahoe),  Mono  (Farring- 
ton's),  San  Bernardino  (San  Bernardino  Mountains  at  from 
5,000  to  6,700  feet  altitude,  Sc^'en  Oaks,  Santa  Ana  River, 
Fish  Creek,  Bear  I^e,  Sugar  Loaf  Mountains,  West  Fork 
Deep  Creek),  counties. 

In  Nevada,  from  Glenlirook,  Douglas  County. 

Rrmsrks. — Thsmnophis  ordinrndrs  rlrxans  is  a  dark, 
distinctly  striped  form  with  no,  or  Init  lirtlc,  evident  spot- 
ting, and  usually  without  dark  pif^mrntation  of  the  gastros- 
teges.  It  is  clrwly  related  to  T.  n,  vArr^ns  and  to  T.  o. 
cotuhii^  agrees  cl(»Hrly  i»irh  b(»th  in  mmt  scale  characters, 
and,  at  certain  p«i!nts,  intcr^radcs  with  N)th.  ITius,  some 
of  the  specimens  from  the  Warner  Mountains,  Moiloc 
County,  California,  approach  the  elej^sm  type  of  coloration 
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in  varying  degrees,   while  others  are   fairly  typical   of 
vagrans,  under  which  heading  they  are  listed.    Apparently 
the  type  of  Cope's  Eukema  elegans  brutmea  from  Fort  Bid- 
well,  Modoc  County,  was  such  an  intermediate  specimen. 
Specimens   from   Grasshopper   and   Eagle   lakes,   Lassen 
County,  California,  have  characters  of  both  elegans  and 
biscutati$s  in  varying  degree.    Certain  specimens  from  the 
Yosemite  Valley,  Kings  River,  and  Jackass  Meadow,  are 
more  or  less  intermediate  between  T.  o.  elegans  and  T.  o. 
couchii.  A  few  of  the  specimens  from  the  east  slope  of  the 
Sierra  Nevada  also  seem  to  be  intergrades.    However,  the 
snakesf  rom  the  higher  altitudes  in  the  Sierra  Nevada  seem  to 
be  constantly  true  to  type.  Those  from  the  San  Bernardino 
Mountains  also  show  no  departure  from  this  type,  although 
their  range  is  in  part  overlapped  by  that  of  T^  o.  hammondii. 
No  one  could  question  the  validity  of  this  race  as  it  occurs 
in  these  southern  mountains,  and  the  fact  that  intergrades 
between  it  and  other  races  occur  in  the  more  northern  por- 
tion of  its  range  should  not  cause  us  to  refuse  it  recognition. 
We  formerly  confused  this  form  and  the  striped  race 
from  the  coast  of  California,  describing  both  as  T.  elegans. 
Although  they  are  rather  similar  in  appearance,  they  differ 
in  a  number  of  respects.    The  mountain  form  usually  has 
twenty-one  rows  of  scales,  while  the  coast  subspecies  usually 
has  nineteen.    The  average  number  of  gastrosteges  in  T.  o. 
elegans  also  is  greater,  the  dorsal  line  is  narrower,  and  we 
have  never  seen  any  red  in  the  coloration  of  T.  o.  elegans. 
Just  where  and  how  these  two  forms  meet  has  yet  to  be 
worked  out.    So  far  as  we  now  know  the  one  is  confined  to 
the  interior  mountains  and  the  other  to  the  coast  region. 
Between  them  lies  the  area  occupied  by  T.  o.  couchii  in  the 
north  and  T.  o.  hammondii  in  the  south.    T.  o.  couchii  and 
T.  o.  hammondii  are  mainly  to  be  found  in  the  Lower  and 
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Upper  Sononm  zones,  while  the  striped  snakes  are  more 
characteristic  of  the  cooler  zones  of  the  mountains  and 
coast* 

1 87.  Thamiu^his  ordinoidet  vagrmns  (Baird  &  Girard) 

Wandering  Garter-Snake 
Plate  89 

Emisimis  Mfivm  Bairo  Ac  Girard,  Car.  N.  Amcr.  Rq>t.,  Ft.  I,  Sctp., 

ilHt  P-  3S  UjV^  locality,  Califomia):  Girard,  U.  S.  Eiplur. 

Fxpcd.,  Hop.,  1I5I,  p.  1^4,  pi.  XIV,  fip.  5.10;  Cort,  Ann.  Rq>. 

U.  S.  Geol.  Surv.  Tern.,  1871  (1873),  p.  467. 
Eut^mis  Mirmmt  Mfrsmt  Core,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  No.  l,  1I75,  p. 

41 :  Yarrow,  Surv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  Vol.  V,  p.  551. 
Emt^nU  Henshmm  Yarrow,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nar.  Mut.,  Vol.  VI,  illj,  p. 

151  (type  localiry.  Ft  WaUa  Walla,  Wash.). 

Eta^mts  ilfzmm  tineoUts  Copk,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nac.  Mui.,  Vol.  XIV,  189a, 

p.  655  (pan). 
Emt^nis  eiegsms  v^grsm  Core,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nar.  Mut.,  Vol.  XIV,  1891, 

p.  656;  Cort,  Report  V.  S.  Nat.  Mut.  fur  1898,  1900,  p.  10J9  (part); 

DiTMARft,  Rq>tile  BcM>k,  i907»  p*  3^8,  pi.  LXX,  fig.  1. 
Emt^ms  itrts/ts  tsgrsm  Tavlor,  Ann.  Rep.  Nebr.  State  Board  Agric. 

fcir  1891,  i8v2,  p.  J2<. 
TfptJmnotui  tsgrsms  BotLCNc^tR,  Cat.  Sn^ket  Brit.  Mut.,  Vol.  I,  189J, 

p.  203. 
TkMmtff^kti  PMgrsms  Sicjmcc.kr,  N.  Amer.  Fauna,  No.  7,  189J,  p.  aij 

(part);  Vam  DtMai  Rf«N,  Bull.  V.  S.  l-tih  Com.  for  1894,  p.  57; 

Vav  DcMaiRf.N,  Occa%.  Paper*  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  VoL  V,  1897,  p. 

aio  (part);  Vah  I)vMat-R«.N,  Pruc.  Cal.  .-^cad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  Ill, 

l'#>2,  p.   158;  Van  DtHRi'Rc.N  Ac  Slcvim,  Pruc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci., 

Ser.  4,  Vul.  Ill,  19IJ,  p.  419;  Vam  DtMaiRON  Ac  Slrvim,  Proc. 

Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  V,  No.  IV,  19M,  p.  loS. 
NsfnM  tmlidm  tmltdm  Core,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.  for  1898,  1900,  pp. 

984,  986  (part). 
Emimnts  eUism  vrng^mm  Browh,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Set.  Ptiila ,  190J, 

p.  390;  BRAiitoM,  Kantat  I'niv.  Sci.  Bull.,  Vol.  II,  Na  ij,  1904, 

p.  J^,  fift.  4,  4R;  Carv,  N.  Amer.  Fauna,  No.  jj,  1911,  pp.  17, 

40,45- 
ThMmmmpkii  wdttf%df»  iUgsms  Rt'TMvcM,  Bull.  I'.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  Na 

61,  1908,  p.  ij8  (part);  RtrMvtH  h  €«Air«t,  (Xcat.  Papera  .Mut. 

JEool.  Univ.,  Mich.,  No.  8,  1915,  p.  J3;  GaiHiiRLt  k  CaMr,  L'niv. 
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CiL  PtaU.  ZoqL,  VoL  179  No.  10^  1917,  p.  lio  (part);  Snjviou 
&  Ba&bocs,  Check  LBtN.Aiiicr.Aoiph.Rqit,  19179  pc  102  (part); 
BumcHAan,  Copcia,  1921,  Nol  90^  p.  6. 

TUwmopkU  elezmms  CocuaEU,  Umr.  Colorado  Stodiei,  VoL  VII,  No. 
1,  1910^  p.  131;  Elus  ft  HcvDcasoH,  Umr.  Colorado  Stocfies, 
VoL  Z,  No.  1,  1913,  p.  88;  Elus  ft  HsvoEasov,  Unnr.  Colorado 
BoIL,  VoL  XV,  No.  6,  1915,  p.  261;  Dica,  Uiut.  CaL  Ptabls.  ZooL, 
VoL  16,  No.  17,  1916,  pp.  303,  304,  310^  319,  321. 

Tkmmmapkis  anHmmdes  WMgrmtu  Vam  DsMauaoB  ft  Slbvw,  Pnc  CaL 
Acad.  ScL,  Scr.  4,  VoL  VIII,  No.  6, 1918,  p.  240^  pL  10;  Van  Dew- 
aoaoB  &  Slevih,  IVoc  CaL  Acad.  ScL,  Scr.  4,  VoL  XIj  1921,  pp. 
a9f  37f  40.  46,  $2. 

Description. — ^Head  disdnct  from  ncckj  flat-topped, 
with  narrow  rounded  snout  Temporal  regions  sometimes 
swollen  in  old  specimens.  Eye  moderate.  Rostral  plate 
large,  bounded  behind  by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal,  and  first 
labial  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head:  A  pair  of  intemasals, 
a  pair  of  prefrontals,  a  frontal,  supraocular  of  eadi  side, 
and  a  pair  of  parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  dis- 
tinct. One  loreal.  One  preocular,  rarely  two  or  three. 
Postoculars  normally  three,  rarely  two  or  four.  Temporals 
normally  one  followed  by  two,  sometimes  1+3.  Eight, 
or  rarely  seven,  superior  and  eight  to  eleven,  normally  ten, 
inferior  labials,  usually  the  fifth,  sixth  or  seventh  superior, 
and  fifth,  sixth  or  seventh  inferior  largest,  the  fourth  and 
fifth  or  third  and  fourth  superior  reaching  eye,  the  first 
pair  of  inferior  meeting  on  the  median  line.  Two  pairs  of 
genials,  the  posterior  equal  to  or  shorter  than  anterior. 
Scales  in  2 1  or  very  rarely  1 9  rows,  all  keeled  except  some- 
times, the  first  row  on  each  side.  Anal  plate  not  divided. 
Gastrostegcs  varying  in  number  from  148  to  182,  males 
having  159  to  182,  females  from  148  to  177.  Urosteges 
in  two  series  of  from  67  to  95,  males  having  from  79  to  95, 
females  from  67  to  83. 
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The  grouiid  color  tbove  is  olive  or  greenish-yellow  or 
brown.  Along  the  middle  of  the  bsck  nuts  a  yellow  line 
of  varying  width.  On  the  second  and  third  rows  of  scales 
of  each  side  is  a  similar  yellow  line.  Any  or  all  of  these 
lines  may  be  very  indistinct  or  even  absent.  On  each  side 
of  the  back  are  two  series  of  alternating  black  spots,  the 
upper  of  which  encroach  upon  the  dorsal  line.  These  spots 
sometimes  unite  to  form  a  zigzag  band  along  each  side,  or 
may  be  obscured  by  the  darkening  of  the  ground  color.  The 
top  of  the  head  is  usually  light  brown,  with  a  yellow  pineal 
spot.  There  is  a  pair  of  large  dark  nuchal  blotches.  The 
gastrosteges  and  urostcges  are  almost  always  more  or  less 
marbled  with  black  or  slate,  especially  near  their  anterior 
edges  and  along  the  middle  of  the  belly.  The  chin  and 
throat  normally  are  yellowish  white. 


LcBgtli  to  tnvi 

29S 

342 

4m; 

S20 

S2S 

sss 

Length  of  uil 

-  97 

117 

17$ 

ISO 

160 

ISS 

F#rM/90ff. — In  one  hundred  siukes  of  this  subspecies 
the  loreal  is  I — 1  in  all  specimens.  Prcoculars  1 — 1  in 
eighty-one,  or  Bl^f  i  2 — 2  in  thirteen,  or  I3'«  \  1 — 2  in 
five,  or  5*1  ;  and  2 — 3  in  one,  or  I  V< .  Postoculars  are  J— J 
in  eighty-eight,  or  88' J  ;  2 — 3  in  four,  or  4S^;  3^-4  in 
four,  or  4rc ;  4  4  in  three,  or  y^\  \  and  2 — 2  in  one,  or 
I'/r-  Temporals  are  1+2 — 1+2  in  siity-seven,  or  61%\ 
1+2— 1+3  in  twenty,  or  20'*;  j  and  1+3— 1+3  in  thir- 
teen, or  13Vr.  The  supralaliials  are  8 — 8  in  eighty-nine, 
or  89Vr  ;  7—8  in  ciphf,  or  8'!  j  and  7 — 7  in  three,  or  3%. 
The  infnlabials  are  10 — 10  in  eighty -six,  or  86^  ;  9 — 10 
in  se%'en,  or  7'I  j  10 — 1 1  in  four,  or  4**1  ;  9 — 8  in  one,  or 
I '  c  and  II  —  II  in  one,  or  I  'I .  The  «cale-row*  are  21  — 
21  — 17  in  fifty. five,  or  55';  j  21  —  19—17  in  thirty-three, 
or  iVf,  19—21  —  19—17  in  four,  or  A'^ -,  19—21  —  17 
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in  three,  or  3%i  19 — 19 — 17  in  one,  or  1%;  20 — ^21 — 
19 — 17  in  one,  or  1%}  and  20 — ^21 — 17 — 17  in  one,  or 
1%.  The  gastrosteges  vary  in  number  from  148  to  182, 
males  having  from  159  to  182,  females  from  148  to  177} 
the  average  in  fifty-three  males  is  174.2,  in  forty-seven 
females,  169.  The  urosteges  vary  from  67  to  95,  males 
having  from  79  to  95,  females  from  67  to  83}  the  average 
in  forty-four  males  is  86,  in  thirty-five  females,  76. 

Distribution. — ^This  subspecies,  in  typical  form,  is  found 
over  eastern  Washington  and  Oregon,  ranging  thence  east 
across  Idaho  to  Utah,  south  across  Nevada  to  eastern  Cali- 
fornia in  the  vicinity  of  Mono  Lake,  and  to  northern 
Arizona.  Positively  identified  specimens  have  been  taken 
as  follows: 

In  Washington,  in  Stevens  (Diamond  Lake,  Spring- 
dale),  Walla  Walla  (Prescott,  Wallulla),  and  Columbia 
(Humpeg  Falls)  counties. 

In  Oregon,  in  Lake  (Walker  Lake,  Budc  Creek,  Bridge 
Creek),  Harney  (Silver  Creek,  Bums),  Malheur  (River- 
side), Umatilla  (Umatilla,  Meacham),  and  Wallowa  (Wal- 
lowa), counties. 

In  Idaho,  in  Bonner  (Sand  Point,  Hope),  Kootenai, 
Shoshone  (Wardner),  Nez  Perce  (vie  Lewiston),  Lemhi 
(Salmon  Mountains),  Washington  (Weiser),  Valley  (Pay- 
ette Lakes),  Custer  (Challis  Valley),  Ada  (Boise),  Camas 
(Malad  River  Canyon),  Blaine  (Ketchum,  Guyer  Hot 
Springs),  Butte  (Arco),  Jerome  (Shoshone  Falls),  Twin 
Falls  (Snake  River  near  Salmon  Falls),  Cassia  (Cotton- 
wood Creek,  Albion),  Bingham  (Fort  Hall),  Oneida 
(Malad),  and  Bear  Lake  (Bear  Lake),  counties. 

In  Utah,  in  Cache  (Logan),  Davis  (  Woods  Cross), 
Salt  Lake  (Fort  Douglas),  Wasatch  (Provo  Canyon),  Utah 
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(Ptovo),  Piute  (Marysvale),  Beaver  (dinp  Beaver,  Indian 
Creek  Canyon  in  the  Tushar  Mountains)  and  Iron  (Rush 
Lake),  counties,  and  at  North  Creek,  Kobeh  Valley,  and 
Juab. 

In  Nevada,  in  Humboldt  (Pine  Forest  Mountains, 
Quinn  River  Crossing,  Virgin  Valley),  Washoe  (Winne* 
mucca  Lake,  Little  High  Rock  Creek),  Nye  (Smoky  Val- 
ley), Churchill  (Fallon),  Lander  (Battle  Mountain), 
Eureka  (Palisade),  and  Elko  (Elko,  Deeth),  counties,  and 
at  Snake  Valley  and  Pyrmont. 

In  California,  in  Mono  (Mono  Lake,  Walker  Lake). 

In  Arizona,  in  Coconino  (Grand  Canyon,  San  Francisco 
Mountain,  Oak  Creek,  Winslow),  and  Yavapai  (Prescott, 
Fort  Whipple,  Fort  Verde),  counties. 

In  Lower  California,  two  specimens  have  been  taken  in 
the  San  Pedro  Martir  Mountains. 

This  subspecies  remains  remarkably  true  to  its  peculiar 
color  characters  throughout  the  vast  area  which  constitutes 
the  greater  portion  of  its  range.  It  is  only  along  the  west- 
em  edge  of  this  area  that  much  variation  occurs.  Specimens 
from  western  Nevada  and  from  eastern  California  vary 
towards  T.  o.  biscutatus^  T,  o.  co$uhii  and  7*.  o.  elegans,  wo 
that  it  may  be  said  that  intcrgradation  with  all  the  forms 
occurs.  Thus,  specimens  from  Humboldt  County,  Nevada, 
frequently  have  two  prcoculars  as  in  T.  o.  biscutatus^  and 
certain  specimens  from  near  Lake  Tahoe  leave  one  in  doubt 
as  to  whether  they  might  best  be  referred  to  as  T.  o.  vsgr^ns^ 
T.  o.  comchii,  or  even  T.  o.  ^Ugam. 

The  two  specimens  from  the  San  Pedro  Martir  Moun- 
tains in  northern  I^wer  California,  which  formerly  were 
referred  to  T.  hsmmonJii^  arc  very  typical  vsgram  in 
coloration,  but  have  low  labial  and  gastrostege  counts.  They 
constitute  by  far  the  most  southern  record  for  this  subspecies 
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and  o£Fer  an  interesting  problem  in  dittributioni  for  7*.  o. 
vagrans  has  never  been  taken  in  southern  California. 

Habits. — ^The  snakes  taken  at  Elko,  Nevada,  had  been 
feeding  on  the  larvx  of  Rana  ppiens. 

Ruthven  and  Gaige,  who  observed  this  snake  in  Elko 
Q>untyy  Nevada,  state:  '^The  species  is  quite  aquatic  in  its 
habits.  It  is  generally  found  in  the  inunediate  vidnity  of 
water,  and  often  in  the  streams  or  ponds.  From  the  stom- 
achs examined  it  would  appear  that  most  of  the  food  is 
secured  in  the  water.  One  specimen  had  eaten  a  small  toad, 
and  five  others  had  captured  fish  and  tadpoles.  It  is  a 
voracious  feeder.  The  stomach  of  one  individual  contained 
eight  large  tadpoles,  that  of  another  five  fish,  and  one  had 
eaten  a  fish  141  mm.  in  length  besides  a  smaller  one.  Three 
pregnant  females  brought  back  alive  gave  Urth  to  eight, 
ten  and  12  young  on  August  25,  September  2  and  Sep- 
tember 10." 

1 88.    Thamnophis  ordinoides  biscutatus  (Cope) 

Klamath  Garter-Snarb 
Plate  90 

Eutitnia  Uscutata  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1883,  p.  21  (type 
locality,  Elamafli  Lake,  Oregon);  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus., 
Vol.  XIV,  1891,  p.  651. 

Thamnophis  tmgrans  Uscutata  Van  Denbukoh,  Occas.  Papers  Cal.  Acad. 
Sci.9  V,  1897,  p.  212;  Van  DfiNBuaoHy  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser. 
4,  Vol.  Ill,  191 2,  p.  158. 

Eutitnia  elegans  Uscutata  Brown,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1903, 
p.  291;  DiTMARS,  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  229. 

Thamnophis  ordinoides  elegans  Ruthven,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No. 
61,  1908,  p.  138  (part). 

Thamnophis  ordinoides  Uscutatus  Van  Dbnburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal. 
Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  VIII,  1918,  p.  245,  pi.  11. 
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D#j«rf^imk«-*Htad  distinct  from  necki  flat-topped, 
with  nuTow,  rounded  mout,  and  tempond  regiom  tome- 
times  slightly  swollen.  Eye  of  moderate  size.  Rostral 
large,  bounded  behind  by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal,  and 
first  labial  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head:  A  pair  of  intes^ 
nasals,  a  pair  of  prefrontals,  a  frontal,  supraocular  of  each 
side,  and  a  pair  of  parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals 
distinct.  One  loreal.  Preoculars  usually  two,  sometimes 
ooe,  very  rarely  three.  Postoculan  normally  three,  some- 
times four,  very  rarely  two  or  one.  Temponds  normally 
ooe,  followed  by  two,  sometimes  1+  3.  Superior  labials 
nonnally  eight,  rarely  seven.  Inferior  labials  normally 
ten,  rarely  nine,  1 1  or  eight.  Usually  the  fifth,  sixth  or 
seventh  superior  and  inferior  labials  largest,  the  fourth  and 
fifth  or  third  and  fourth  superior  reaching  eye,  first  pair 
of  inferior  meeting  on  median  line.  Two  pairs  of  genials, 
posterior  about  equal  in  length  to  anterior.  Scales  on  body 
in  21  or  very  rarely,  19  or  23  rows,  all  keeled  except  some- 
times the  first  row  of  each  side.  Anal  plate  not  divided. 
Gastrosteges  varying  in  number  from  151  to  183,  males 
having  from  157  to  183,  females  from  151  to  176.  Uros- 
teges  in  two  series  of  from  63  to  97,  males  having  from  76 
to  97,  females  from  63  to  91. 

The  coloration  usually  is  not  different  from  that  of 
typical  Thrnnnophis  ordinnides  vsgrsm,  except  that  the 
dorso-laceral  regions  usually  are  much  darker.  Because 
of  this,  the  spots  are  less  evident,  but  they  may  usually  be 
made  out.  The  upper  lateral  spots  invade  the  edges  of  the 
dorsal  line  as  in  T.  o.  vs^rsms.  As  in  that  subspecies  also 
the  gastrosteges  arc  often  marked  basally  and  centrally 
with  black  or  slate.  The  dorsal  and  lateral  lines  usually 
are  quite  distinct.  Some  specimens,  however,  are  so  dark 
as  to  conceal  the  dorsal  spots,  and  one  is  black  everywhere 
enepcing  the  chin,  throat,  and  a  few  bits  of  skin  between 
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the  scales,  no  lines  being  evident.  Some  dark  specimens 
resemble,  in  coloration,  certain  examples  of  T.  ordinoides 
atratus. 

Length  to  anus 375         455         500         503         550         620 

Length  of  toil   132         135         155         175         175         175 

Variation. — ^The  loreal  is  1 — 1  in  all  specimens  exam«^ 
ined.  Preoculars  are  2 — 2  in  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine, 
or  63%}  1 — 2  in  twenty-five,  or  10%;  1 — 1  in  axty-three, 
or  25%}  and  2 — ^3  in  one.  Postoculars  are  3^ — 3  in  two 
hundred  and  thirteen,  or  80%}  3—4  in  twenty-six,  or 
10%}  4—4  in  five,  or  2%}  2 — ^3  in  three,  or  1%}  and 
4 — 1  in  one.  Temporals  are  1+2 — 1+2  in  one  hundred 
and  ninety,  or  77%}  1+3 — 1+3  in  sixteen,  or  6%} 
1+2 — 1+3  in  thirty-nine,  or  15%.  The  supralabials  are 
8 — 8  in  two  hundred  and  thirty-two,  or  92%}  7 — 8  in 
eleven,  or  4% }  and  7 — 7  in  four,  or  1  %.  The  infralabials 
are  10 — 10  in  two  hundred  and  twenty-two,  or  88%} 
9—10  in  thirteen,  or  5%}  9—9  in  eight,  or  3%}  10—11 
in  two,  and  8 — 8  in  one.  The  scale-rows  are  21 — 21 — 17 
in  two  hundred  and  sixteen,  or  87%}  21 — 19 — 17  in  nine, 
or  3%}  21—23—17  in  six,  or  2%}  21—17—17  in  three, 
or  1%}  19—17—17  in  three,  or  1%}  19—19—17  in  two, 
19—17—15  in  two,  23—19—17  in  two,  23—21—19  in 
one,  17 — 17 — 17  in  one,  and  20 — 21 — 17  in  one.  The 
gastrosteges  vary  in  number  from  151  to  183,  males  hav- 
ing from  157  to  183,  females  from  151  to  176}  the  aver- 
age in  one  hundred  and  twenty  males  is  171,  in  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three  females,  166.  The  urosteges  vary 
from  62  to  97,  males  having  from  76  to  97,  females  from 
63  to  91}  the  average  in  one  hundred  and  twelve  males 
is  84,  in  one  hundred  and  three  females,  77. 

Distribution. — ^This  snake  was  first  described  from  sped- 
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mens  collected  at  Klamath  Lake  in  southern  Oregon.  I 
have  examined  specimens  from  Vancouver  Island,  from 
Lillooet  River  Valley,  British  G)lumbia,  the  San  Juan 
Islands  and  King  County,  Washington,  the  South  Fork  of 
the  Gx|uille  River,  twenty  miles  above  Myrtle  Point,  Coos 
County,  Oregon,  the  Rogue  River  near  Grants  Pass, 
Josephine  County,  Oregon,  Klamath  Falls,  Klamath  Coun- 
ty, and  Lakeview,  Lake  County,  Oregon,  Gasquet,  Del 
Norte  County,  California,  Lower  Klamath  Lake,  Siskiyou 
County,  California,  and  Davis  Creek  and  Goose  Lake, 
Modoc  County,  California. 

Specimens  from  northwestern  Nevada,  as  those  from 
the  Pine  Forest  Mountains,  Virgin  Valley,  and  Quinn 
River  Crossing,  in  Humboldt  County,  appear  to  be  inter- 
mediate between  this  form  and  true  T.  o.  vsgrsns,  the  color- 
ation being  typical  of  the  latter,  while  a  tendency  towarJ 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  preoculars  is  still  present. 
These  are  listed  with  T.  o.  vs^rsm. 

Specimens  from  Gras&hoppcr  and  Kagle  lakes,  I^assen 
County,  California,  are  intermediate  between  this  subspecies 
and  7*.  o.  elegsm. 

Remsrks. — These  snakes  from  the  Klamath  region  are 
very  similar  to  7*.  o.  vagrsm,  but  the  ground  color  of  the 
dofso-latcral  regions  usually  is  much  darker.  For  this 
reason  the  dark  spots  usually  are  inconspicuous.  Occasional 
specimens  show  the  spots  vcr>'  distinctly,  and  in  most  speci- 
mens they  may  he  seen  when  looked  for.  These  spots 
invade  the  dt>rvil  line  just  as  they  do  in  typical  T.  o.  vsg- 
nm.  The  chief  point  of  distinction  between  T.  o.  hiscuisius 
and  T.  o.  vsj^rsm  is  the  increase  in  the  number  of  preocu- 
lars. Lest  than  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  Klanuth  speci- 
mens do  not  show  this  increase  on  at  least  one  side  of  the 
head,  so  that  it  must  be  regarded  u  a  perfectly  good  sub- 
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specific  character.    A  small  number  of  the  ^)edmens  also 
show  an  increased  number  of  body  scale-rows. 

In  the  region  of  Puget  Sound  snakes  of  the  vagrans 
type,  a  majority  of  which  have  two  preoculars,  are  agsun 
encountered.  We  can  see  no  reason  for  not  including  them 
here.  It  seems  best  to  include  here  also  the  snakes  from 
Del  Norte  G>unty,  California,  and  from  Josephine  and 
Coos  Counties,  Oregon,  although  the  number  of  specimens 
from  these  localities  is  so  small  as  to  leave  one  in  doubt  as 
to  the  usual  number  of  preoculars,  and  the  coloration  is 
more  like  that  of  T.  o.  couchii. 

Perhaps  nowhere  else  in  the  world  are  snakes  so  abund- 
ant as  formerly  near  Klamath  Falls.  We  counted  180  on 
a  small  nx^  about  a  yard  in  diameter  in  Link  River,  and, 
at  another  point  on  the  same  river,  caught  14  with  one  grab 
with  both  hands.  They  feed  upon  small  fish  and  toads. 
Most  of  these  snakes  are  of  this  subspecies,  but  a  few  are 
Thamnophis  sirialis  infemalis. 

189.    Thamnophis  ordinoides  couchii  (Kennicott) 

Giant  Garter-Snake 
Plate  91 

Eutania  couchi  Kennicott,  U.  S.  Pac.  R.  R.  Surv.,  Vol.  X,  Pt.  IVi 

1859,  p.  10  (type  locality,  Pitt  River,  California). 
Thamnophis  hammondii  Stejneger,  N.  Amer.  Fauna,  No.  7,  1893,  P« 

212;  Van  Dbnburgh,  Occas.  Papers  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  V,  1897,  p. 

212  (part). 
Thamnophis  vagrans  Stejneger,  N.  Amer.  Fauna,  No.  7,  1893,  P*  ^'3 

(part);  Van  Denburgh,  Occas.  Papers  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  V,  1897, 

p.  210  (part). 
Eutania  eUgans  couchii  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900, 

p.  1042  (part). 
Eutania  hammondi  Cooper,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  IV,  1870,  p.  71; 

Brown,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1903,  p.  295  (part);  Town- 

SEND,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  10,  1887,  ?•  ^^  (^)* 
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n^mm^pkis  9tdinmdei  eietsms  Runnrgir.  Bull.  U.  S.  Nte.  Mas.,  Na 
6t,  190!,  p.  138  (pATt);  GftiirMtLL  Be  CAMr,  Univ.  C«l.  Publ.  Zool., 
Vol.  17,  No.  to,  1917,  p.  i$o  (pftft);  SrtjifiGtft  Be  Barboue,  Check 
List  N.  Amcr.  Amph.  Repr.,  1917,  p.  loa  (part). 

Thmmtf^t  9rdinm4Ui  hmmmondii  GftiMirgLL  Be  Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ. 
SSool.,  Vol.  17,  No.  10,  I9i7»  p.  lii  (part). 

Tkmmm^^t  mditmdis  fmckii  Vaw  DtirsuftON  Be  SLinif,  Proc.  C«l. 
Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  VIII,  No.  6,  p.  151,  pi.  ii;  Vam  Dtiravaoa 
Be  SLinir,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1921,  pp.  19,  3I. 

D^icripiion. — Head  distinct  from  neck,  flat-topped, 
with  narrow  rounded  snout,  and  temporal  regions  some- 
times swollen.  Eye  moderate.  Rostral  plate  large,  bounded 
behind  by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal,  and  first  labial  plates. 
Plates  on  top  of  head :  a  pair  of  intemasals,  a  pair  of  pre- 
frontals, a  frontal,  supraocular  of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of 
parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  distinct.  One 
loreal.  One,  or  rarely  two,  preoculars,  and  three,  or  rarely 
two,  postoculars.  Temporals  normally  one,  followed  by 
two,  sometimes  1  +3,  or  1  +4.  Eight  or  rarely  nine,  superior 
and  10  or  1 1,  rarely  nine,  inferior  labials,  usually  the  sixth 
superior  and  fifth,  sixth,  or  seventh  inferior  largest,  the 
fourth  and  fifth  superior  reaching  eye,  the  first  pair  of 
inferior  meeting  on  median  line.  Two  pairs  of  genials, 
posterior  equal  to  or  longer  than  anterior.  Scales  on  body 
in  21  or  very  rarely  19  or  23  rows,  all  keeled  except  some- 
times the  first  row  of  each  side.  Anal  plate  not  divided. 
Gastrofteges  varying  in  number  from  153  to  181,  males 
having  from  1 60  to  181,  females  from  1 53  to  1 77.  Uros- 
teges  in  two  series  of  from  65  to  99,  males  having  from  77 
to  99,  fenules  from  65  to  88. 

The  ground  color  is  grayish,  brown  or  olive,  sometimes 
without  any  markings,  but  usually  with  a  dorsal  light  line 
on  at  least  a  portion  of  the  neck.  This  line  nuy  be  very  short 
fa  half  inch),  or  may  be  continued  the  whole  length  of  the 
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back,  but  often  is  very  iiiHisrinft,  Dorsal  spdts  are  present 
in  some  specimens  and  may  invade  the  edges  of  the  dorsal 
line,  if  present,  or  may  resemble  those  of  7*.  ordmoides 
hammondn.  The  lower  surfaces  are  usually  yellowish  or 
greenish  gray  sometimes  more  or  less  uniformly  douded 
with  slate  or  with  dark  markings  similar  to  those  of  T.  ordin- 
cides  vagrsns. 


henph  to  anus 357         694         740         827       1095       1096 

Length  of  taU 119         199         242         280         311 

Variation. — ^The  loreal  is  1 — 1  in  arty-seven  specimens. 
Preoculars  1 — 1  in  fifty-two,  or  81%;  2 — 2  in  eleven,  or 
17%}  and  1 — 2  in  one,  or  2%}  Postoculars  3 — ^3  in  fifty- 
ax,  or  89%  J  2 — ^3  in  ax,  or  9% ;  and  2 — 2  in  one,  or  2%. 
Temporals  1  +2 — 1  +2  in  thirty-eight,  or  60% ;  1  +3 — 1  +3 
in  thirteen,  or  20%}  1+2 — 1+3  in  eleven,  or  17%}  and 
1+3 — 1+4  in  one,  or  2%.  The  supralalnak  are  8 — 8  in 
sixty-two,  or  95%}  and  8 — ^9  in  three,  or  5%.  The  infra- 
labials  are  10 — 10  in  forty,  or  61%}  11 — 11  in  twelve,  or 
18%}  9— 10  in  six,  or  9%}  10—11  in  five,  or  8%}  11—9 
in  one,  or  2  % }  and  9 — 9  in  one,  or  2  %.  The  scale-rows  are 
21 — 19 — 17  in  thirty-one,  or  48%}  21 — 21 — 17  in  twenty- 
four,or38%}  19— 21— 19— 17  in  six,  or  9%}  19—19—17 
in  two,  or  3%}  and  23 — 21 — 17  in  two,  or  3%.  The  gas- 
trosteges  vary  from  1 53  to  181,  males  having  from  1 60  to 
181,  females  from  153  to  177}  the  average  in  twenty-two 
males  is  1 72.3,  in  forty-three  females,  1 67.  The  urosteges 
vary  from  65  to  99,  males  having  from  77  to  99,  females 
from  65  to  88}  the  average  in  fourteen  males  is  88.4,  in 
thirty-eight  females,  81.7. 

Distribution. — This  subspecies  is  the  common  water- 
snake  of  the  Sacramento  and  San  Joaquin  valleys  of  Cali- 
fornia from  Shasta  to  Kern  counties.    It  ranges  west  into 
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Monterey  County,  where  it  has  been  taken  in  the  valleys 
of  the  Cannel  River  and  San  Antonio  and  Nadmiento 
creeks.  It  ascends  the  valley  of  the  Kern  River  to  an  alti- 
tude of  some  6,000  feet,  and,  doubtless,  crosses  through 
Walker  Pim  to  the  east  side  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  where  it 
occurs  in  Owens  Valley  and  about  Pyramid  Lake  and  Lake 
Tahoe.  Its  range  lies  chiefly  in  the  Lower  and  Upper 
Sonoran  zones. 

I  have  examined  specimens  as  follows: 

From  California,  Monterey  (Carmel  Valley,  San  An- 
tonio Creek  near  Mission  San  Antonio,  Nadmiento  Creek), 
ShasU  (Cottonwood,  Long's  Ranch  Battle  Creek),  Glenn 
(Orland,  Stoney  Creek),  Yuba  (Strawberry  Valley),  Placer 
(Red  Point),  El  Dorado  (Fyffe,  Riverton),  Tuolumne 
(Priest  Hill),  Mariposa  (Pleasant  Valley,  Yosemite  Valley), 
Merced  (Los  Banos, Gadwall ),  Madera  (Raymond),  Fresno 
(Hume,  Fresno),  Tulare  (Trout  Meadows,  Little  Kern 
River  Lake,  Trout  Creek  at  6,000  feet,  Cannell  Meadows), 
Kern  (Buena  Vista  Lake,  Kern  River  near  Bodfish,  WalkePs 
Basin),  Inyo  (Owen's  Valley,  Laws),  El  Dorado  (Lake 
Tahoe,  Fallen  Leaf  Lake,  Mt.  Tallac),  and  Placer  (Tahoe 
Gty)  counties. 

From  Nevada,  from  Douglas  (Glenbrook),  and  Washoe 
(Wadsworth,  Pyramid  Lake),  counties. 


/{#iiMrib.^-Certain  specimens  resemble  T.  o.  ksmmondii 
rather  closely,  but  the  presence  of  a  doml  line  on  at  least 
a  portion  of  the  nedc  will  usually  serve  to  distingutsh  them 
from  that  form.  Sometimes  the  line  is  continued  along 
the  back,  but  it  often  is  very  indistinct.  The  gastrosteges 
seem  to  be  somewhat  more  numerous  than  in  T.  o.  Ams- 
wHmdii^  and  a  similar  tendency  is  apparent  in  the  infralafaials, 
which  often  are  eleven  instead  of  1 0.  On  the  other  hand, 
two  prtoculars  are  found  much 
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hammondn.  Intergradadon  between  these  two  8ubq)edes  is 
shown  by  certain  specimens  from  the  San  Joaquin  Valley, 
but  it  seems  to  be  individual  rather  than  geographic  It 
doubtless  will  become  more  evidently  geographic  when 
specimens  are  secured  from  the  proper  areas. 

The  relationship  of  T.  o.  coucMi  to  T.  o.  vagrans  is  still 
closer  than  to  T.  o.  hamtnondH.  This  is  shown  by  the 
character  of  the  spotting  adjacent  to  the  dorsal  line  when 
present,  the  frequent  occurrence  of  more  or  less  dark  pig- 
ment on  the  gastrost^ges,  and  the  fact  that  in  many  of  the 
specimens  of  T.  o.  couchii  some  indication  of  a  dorsal  line 
is  present 

In  typical  T.  o.  vagrans^  as  it  occurs  in  Idaho,  Utah  and 
eastern  Nevada,  the  dorsal  line  is  well  marked,  the  dorsal 
spots  are  very  evident  and  invade  the  edges  of  the  dorsal 
line,  and  the  gastrosteges  almost  always  are  rather  heavily 
pigmented.  T.  o.  couchii  di£Fers  from  this  type  of  colora- 
tion in  the  shortness  of  or  indistinctness  of  its  dorsal  line, 
which  may  be  only  a  half -inch  in  length,  in  the  less  frequent 
and  less  extensive  pigmentation  of  the  gastrosteges,  and  in 
the  absence,  indefiniteness,  or  less  characteristic  arrangement 
of  the  dorsal  spots.  Intergradation  between  T.  o.  couctiii 
and  T  .0.  vagrans  is  to  be  looked  for  in  western  Nevada. 

The  relationship  between  T.  0.  couchii  and  T.  0.  elcgans 
also  is  very  close.  Typical  T.  0.  elegans  seems  to  occur 
only  at  considerable  elevations  in  the  Sierra  Nevada  and  in 
the  mountains  of  southern  California.  T.  0.  couchii  occupies 
the  lower  levels,  but  extends  its  range  up  in  the  Sierra 
Nevada  so  far,  at  certain  points,  that  it  overlaps  that  of 
r.  o.  elegansy  just  as  the  range  of  T.  o.  hammondH  overlaps 
that  of  r.  0.  elegans  in  the  San  Bernardino  Mountdns  of 
southern  California.  But,  while  T.  0.  hammondH  and  T.  o. 
elegans  seem  to  remain  perfectly  distinct  and  true  to  charac- 
ter at  the  places  where  their  ranges  meet,  specimens  showing 
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intermedttte  characten  are  found  at  the  points  where  T.  o. 
eouchii  and  T.  o.  ^Ugsm  come  in  contact,  at  at  JaduM  Mea- 
dowBy  7,750  feet,  Tulare  County,  and  in  the  Yotemite  Val- 
ley. At  other  places,  as  at  Fallen  Leaf  Lake,  El  Dorado 
County,  and  at  Glenbrook,  Nevada,  snakes  of  both  types 
have  been  taken  but  no  intermediate  specimens  have  been 


One  specimen  had  eaten  a  young  blackbird.  Another  had 
caught  a  six-inch  trout. 

Where  conditions  are  favorable  these  snakes  often  attain 
enormous  size.  One  measures  55.5  inches,  of  which  12.25 
inches  represent  the  tail.  Another  has  the  same  measure- 
ment to  anus,  but  the  tail  b  1.25  inches  shorter.  These 
snakes  were  secured  at  Buena  Vista  Lake,  where  they  live 
in  patches  of  tulcs  out  in  the  lake  and  doubtless  eat  fish. 
Although  they  may  be  seen  in  considenUJe  numben  sunning 
themselves  on  the  broken-down  tules,  they  are  hard  to 
shoot,  for  they  are  very  shy  and  slide  into  the  water  at  the 
least  alarm.  Several  were  seen  which  appeared  to  be  larger 
than  any  secured  by  us.  The  largest  specimens  sometimes 
show  no  lateral  lines  or  other  markings.  Specimens  of 
similar  size  occur  in  the  manhes  near  Los  Baffos. 

1 90.    Thamnophis  ordinotdet  hammondti  ( Kennicoct ) 

CALtroaNiA  GAarea-SNAici 
Plate  92 


Ksvutcorr,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  PUa.,  tS6o^ 
p*  Ui  (rype  localitict.  8an  I>li|o,  Fort  Tsjoa,  CaL);  Cora, 

U  S.  Eiplar.  Sonr.  W.  loofli  Mend..  Vol  V,  iS7$.  pp.  S45»  549- 
C^mfkiu  Coorim,  Proc.  C«l.  Acsd.  Sri..  Vol.  IV,  1S70,  p.  tf . 
kmmmmdii  YAtaov  Sr  HtwuiAV.  Ajin.  Rep.  Chief  of  Eiifwwtrs 

far  tS7S,  Smr.  W.  loocli  Mcrid.,  Appcndii  NN,  tS7S,  p.  lif  (pwf)fi 

Bso«»,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sri.  Plitla..  190J.  p.  39i- 

YAaaov  Sr  Ht»tiiA«.  Ann.  Rep.  Cliicf  of  EafMwtrs 

far  lS7t»  SwT.  W.  lootli  Mcrid.,  AppmliB  NN.  tS7t,  p.  si^ 
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Euiania  eUgans  couchii  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XI V,  1892,  p. 
656;  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900,  p.  1042  (part). 

Tropidonoius  ordinatus  var.  hammondii  Boulenger,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit. 
Mus.,  Vol.  I,  1893,  P«  *io- 

Thamnophis  hammondii  Van  Den  burgh,  Proc.  Cat.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  2, 
Vol.  V,  1896,  p.  1008;  Van  Denburgh,  Occas.  Papers  Cat.  Acad. 
Sci.,  Vol.  V,  1897,  p.  212  (part);  McLain,  Critical  Notes,  1899, 
p.  12  (part);  Grinnell  &  Grinnell,  Throop  Inst.  Bull.,  No. 
XXXV,  1907,  p.  49;  Grinnell,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  2^1.,  Vol.  5, 
No.  I,  1908,  p.  167;  RuTHVEN,  Bull.,  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  61, 
1908,  p.  133  (part);  Van  Denburgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4, 
Vol.  Ill,  1912,  pp.  149,  150,  151,  152;  HuRTER,  First  Ann.  Rep. 
Laguna  Marine  Lab.,  191 2,  p.  67;  Atsatt,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  7joo\.^ 
Vol.  12,  No.  3,  1913,  p.  43;  Stejneger  &  Barbour,  Check  Lbt 
N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  191 7,  p.  loi  (part). 

Tropidonotus  digueti  Mocquard,  Nouv.  Arch,  du  Museum  dllist. 
Naturelle,  Ser.  IV,  Vol.  I,  1899,  P-  3^7  (type  localities,  Mtdege  ft 

San  Ignacio,  Lower  Calif oniia,  Mexico). 

Thamnophis  ordinoides  hammondii  Grinnell  &  Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ. 
TjooI^  Vol.  17,  No.  10,  1917,  p.  181  (part);  Van  Denburgh  & 
Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  VIII,  191 8,  p.  256,  pi. 
13;  Cowles,  Journ.  Entomol.  &  TjooL,  Pomona  College,  Vol.  XII, 
No.  3,  1920,  p.  66;  Stephens,  Trans.  San  Diego  Soc.  Nat.  Hist., 
Vol.  Ill,  No.  4,  1921,  p.  63;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal. 
Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1921,  p.  52;  Nelson,  Mem.  Nat.  Acad. 
Sci.,  Vol.  XVI,  1921,  pp.  1 14,  130. 

Description. — ^Head  distinct  from  neck,  flat-topped,  with 
narrow,  rounded  snout,  and  temporal  regions  not  infre- 
quently swollen.  Eye  large.  Rostral  large,  bounded  behind 
by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal,  and  first  labial  plates.  Plates 
on  top  of  head:  a  pair  of  intemasals,  a  pair  of  prefrontals, 
a  frontal,  supraocular  of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of  parietals. 
Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  distinct.  One  loreal.  One  or 
two  or  three  preoculars,  and  three  (rarely  four  or  two)  post- 
oculars.  Temporals  one  followed  by  two  or  three.  Eight 
(rarely  nine)  superior  and  ten  (rarely  nine  or  11 )  inferior 
labials,  sixth  in  each  series  largest,  fourth  and  fifth  superior 
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reaching  eye,  fint  pair  of  inferior  meeting  on  median  line. 
Two  pain  of  genials,  the  posterior  usually  much  longer  than 
anterior.  Scales  on  body  in  21,  or  very  rarely  19,  rows. 
Anal  pbte  not  divided.  Gastrosteges  varying  in  number 
from  1 56  to  1 73,  nules  having  from  1 63  to  1 73,  females 
from  156  to  171.  Urosteges  in  two  series  of  from  67  to 
88,  males  having  from  69  to  88,  females  from  67  to  82. 

The  ground  color  is  grayish  brown  or  olive  marked, 
in  young  specimens,  with  numerous  black  spots  which  usual- 
ly disappear  with  age.  The  dorsal  line  is  always  absent,  or 
represented  by  a  yellow  spot  on  the  neck.  The  lateral  lines 
are  either  distinct  or  blended  with  the  color  of  the  belly. 
Black  spots  are  frequently  present  on  the  first  row  of  scales 
and  tips  of  the  gastrosteges.  The  top  of  the  head  is  olive, 
with  a  yellow  pineal  spot  on  the  line  between  the  parietal 
plates.  Dark  nuchal  blotches  are  present.  The  lower  sur- 
faces are  whitish  or  grayish  yellow. 

A  specimen  showing  the  colors  in  life  is  described  by 
Dr.  Grinnell  as  follows:  Vent  rally  the  snake  is  dusky  yel- 
low anteriorly,  becoming  dusky  posteriorly,  finely  mottled 
with  slate  ^  there  is  a  pinkish  tinge  down  the  middle  of  the 
belly.  Dorully  the  snake  is  uniformly  dark  sepia,  without 
any  median  dorsal  stripe;  but  on  each  side  involving  the 
second  row  of  scales  dorully  from  the  gastrosteges,  a  dusky 
yellowish  line  runs  from  the  yellowish  side  of  the  head 
back  to  the  region  of  the  vent,  where  it  becomes  so  dusky  as 
to  merge  with  the  uniformly  sordid  color  clear  around. 
Along  each  side,  above  the  lateral  stripes,  are  flecks  of  whit- 
ish between  the  scales  which  show  when  the  skin  b  stretched 
a  little  so  as  to  separate  the  scales.  There  are  also  flecks  of 
black,  mostly  further  down  the  sides,  which  likewise  show 
clearest  when  the  scales  are  parted.  On  the  nape  of  the 
neck  is  a  dusky  yellow  dab,  which  looks  as  though  it  might 
be  the  remnant  of  a  median  doml  stripe^  also  there  is  a 
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faint  occipital  spot    The  sides  of  the  head  are  dusky  yel- 
lowishy  with  vertical  bladdsh  marginings  to  the  supralabials. 

Length  to  anus 304    382    440    500    670    870 

Length  of  uil 93    109    120    143    180    275 

Variation. — ^The  loreal  in  seventy-five  specimens  is  1 — 1 
in  all.  Preoculars  2 — 2  in  thirty-one,  or  42  %j  1 — 1  in 
twenty-seven,  or  36%}  2 — 1  in  thirteen,  or  18%}  3 — ^3  in 
two,  or  3%}  and  2 — ^3  in  one,  or  1  %.  Postoculars  3 — ^3  in 
sixty-six,  or  92%}  3—4  in  three,  or  4%}  4—4  in  two,  or 
3%}  and  3 — 2  in  one,  or  1%.  Temporals  1+2 — 1+2  in 
forty-two,  or  56%  i  1+2 — 1+3  in  twenty-one,  or  28%} 
1+3 — 1+3  in  twelve,  or  16%.  The  supralaUals  are  8 — 8 
in  all  except  one  specimen  which  has  8 — ^9.  The  inf  ralabials 
are  10 — 10  in  sixty-nine,  or  92%}  10 — 9  in  three,  or  4%} 
9 — 9  in  two,  or  3%}  and  10 — 1 1  in  one,  or  1  %.  The  scale- 
rows  are  21 — 21 — 17  in  sixty-two,  or  83%}  21 — 19 — 17 
in  eleven,  or  15%}  19 — ^21 — 17  in  one,  or  1%}  and  19 — 
19 — 17  in  one,  or  1  %.  The  gastrosteges  vary  from  156  to 
173,  males  having  from  163  to  173,  females  from  156  to 
171}  the  average  in  thirty-seven  males  is  168.1,  in  thirty- 
four  females,  162.6.  The  urosteges  vary  from  67  to  88, 
males  having  from  69  to  88,  females  from  67  to  82}  the 
average  in  twenty-five  males  is  81.2,  in  twenty-one  females, 
73.1. 

Distribution. — ^This  subspecies  is  the  common  water- 
snake  of  southern  California  west  of  the  deserts.  Where 
streams  run  from  the  western  mountsuns  down  onto  the 
desert  this  snake  may  follow  them  for  some  ctistance,  as, 
to  Victorville  on  the  Mohave  River,  and  Palm  Guiyon  at 
the  eastern  base  of  the  San  Jacinto  Mountains.  It  ranges 
at  least  from  sea  level  to  an  altitude  of  8,000  feet.  The 
most  northern  locality  from  which  we  have  seen  a  typical 
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tpedmen  it  OoeanOy  San  Luis  Obispo  County.  It  occurs  also 
in  Santa  Barbarai  Ventura,  Los  Angeles,  San  Bernardino, 
Riverside  and  San  Diego  counties,  and  northwestern  Lower 
California.  Its  range  is  chiefly  in  the  Upper  Sonoran  Zone 
but  extends  into  the  Lower  Sonoran  and  Transition  zones. 
I  have  examined  specimens  from  San  Luis  Obispo 
(Oceano),  Santa  Barbara  (Santa  Inez  River),  Ventura  (San- 
ta Fsiula),  Los  Angeles  (West  Fork  San  Gabriel  River, 
Fuadena,  Los  Angeles,  Claremont,  Rock  Creek),  San  Ber- 
nardino (Victorville,  Santa  Ana  Canyon  and  River,  San  Ber- 
nardino Mts.,  Ontario,  Chino),  Riverside  (Riverside,  San 
Jacinto  Valley,  Keen  Camp,  Hemet  Lake,  Base  of  San  Jacin- 
to Mts.  near  Cabazon,  Palm  Canyon  at  800  feet,  Tahquitz 
Valley  at  8,000  feet).  Orange  (Laguna  Beach),  and  San 
Diego  (Agua  Calientc,  Oak  Grove,  Carlsbad,  Santa  Ysabel 
Valley,  Witch  Creek,  Cuyamaca  Mts.,  Sweet  Water  Dam, 
Dulzura,  Campo)  counties,  California. 

This  snake  has  been  recorded  also  from  northern  and 
central  I^wer  California,  Mexico  (Comondu,  La  Guilla, 
San  Antonio,  Mulege,  San  Ignado,  Ensenada,  and  the 
mountains  near  Hanson's  Laguna). 

Remsrks. — Thsmnofhis  ordifmdes  hsmmondii  is  a  well 
differentbted  subspecies.  The  dorsal  line  is  completely 
lacking  in  all  specimens  we  have  examined^-even  the  young- 
est ones— which  had  been  taken  in  southern  California. 
Some  specimens  show  a  nuchal  spot,  but  none  even  a  short 
line.  Specimens  from  this  area  also  show  little  or  no  black 
on  the  belly.  The  name  hsmmondii  often  has  been  applied 
to  snakes  collected  farther  north,  as  in  the  San  Joaquin  Val- 
ley and  the  Sierra  Nevada.  These  northern  snakes,  how- 
ever, almost  invariably  have  at  least  some  trace  of  a  dorsal 
line,  and  often  show  more  or  less  black  on  the  belly  scutes, 
as  in  vsfirsni.    Their  status  is  discussed  in  this  paper  under 
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the  name  T.  ordinoides  coucfm.  T.  o.  hammondn  often 
(62%)  has  two  preoculars  on  at  least  one  sde  of  the  head, 
while  T.  o.  coucfm  shows  no  such  tendency.  T.  o.  ham- 
mondHy  however,  shows  no  tendency  toward  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  inf  ralabials,  while  T.  o.  coucfm  does. 

The  specimens  from  San  Luis  Obispo,  Santa  Barbara  and 
Ventura  counties  are  perfectly  typical  hammondn.  The 
localities  where  intergradation  with  couchn  occurs  cannot  yet 
be  defined.  They  are,  doubtless,  in  southern  Kern  G)unty. 
Individual  variation,  in  a  very  few  specimens  from  the  San 
Joaquin  Valley,  almost  bridges  the  space  between  the  char- 
acters of  typical  couchn  and  hammondn. 

In  the  San  Bernardino  Mountains  T.  o.  hammondn  occurs 
with  T.  0.  elegans  at  altitudes  of  5,000  to  7,000  feet.  Here 
the  two  forms  seem  to  remain  true  to  type,  for  no  inter- 
mediate specimens  have  been  taken.  T.  o.  elegans  seems  to 
be  a  mountsun  form  while  T.  o.  hammondn  occupies  the 
lower  country  as  well  as  higher  elevations. 

The  snakes  which  formerly  were  recorded  as  T.  ham- 
mondii  from  San  Pedro  Martir  Mountains,  on  re-examina- 
tion, prove  to  be  T.  o.  vagrans.  T.  o.  hammondn  has  been 
recorded  by  others  from  San  Antonio  and  La  Guilla,  Lower 
California. 

So  far  as  is  known  the  ranges  of  T.  o.  hammondn  and 
T.  marcianus  do  not  meet. 

This  snake  feeds  on  tadpoles,  frogs  and  fish. 

Captive  individuals  sometimes  change  the  inten^ty  of 
their  pigmentation  very  quickly,  in  accordance  with  the 
lightness  or  darkness  of  the  objects  upon  which  they  rest. 
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Thamnophis  marcianus  (Baiixl  &  Girard) 
Marcy's  Garter-Snake 
Plate  93 


EmuMs  wmnimtm  Baud  &  Giraro,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rept.,  Pc.  I,  1853, 
p.  36  (cfpc  locality,  **R6d  RiTOTt  Arkantat^  -  SMT  Cadi* 
CfMk,  Okahoma). 

Emiinim  wtmrtimmm  Baird,  U.  S.  Mcx.  Bound.  Surv.,  Vol.  II,  Rept., 
i859t  P-  17;  Core,  Bull.  IJ.  S.  Nat.  Mu«.,  No.  1,  1875,  p.  4I;  Yar- 
row, Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  24,  1H8.1,  p.  118  (part). 

Emi^mts  mtp^sifrsJts  Brown,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Set.  Phila.,  1889,  p. 
421  (type  locality,  TuctOO,  AlilOlia). 

T^puUmoiui  oniimstmj  var.  tmsnistttts  Bot'LCwcER,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit. 
MuB.,  Vol.  I,  189J,  p.  310. 

Emi^ms  eUgsmt  mBsrdstis  CorE,  Report  L*.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  1898  (1900), 
p.  1044;  Brown,  Pruc.  Acad.  Nat.  Set.  Phila.,  1901,  p.  X4;  BAUtr, 
N.  Amer.  Fauna,  No.  35,  1905,  pp.  28,  48;  DiTMARt,  Reptile  Book, 
1907*  p.  139,  pit.  lAVI,  figt.  2,  7,  IJCX,  fig.  2. 

Tksmm^^kts  mtmttmtis  Rctnven,  Bull.  Am.  Mut.  Nat.  Hitt.,  Vol.  XXIII, 

«9cr,  p.  J89. 

Tksmmo^ku  mmrtimnut  Ri'thvcm,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  61,  I908, 
p.  $8;  Van  Dcnri-rcn,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  Ill, 
1912,  p.  i$4;  Van  Denriron  &  Slcvin,  Pnic.  Cal.  .^cad.  Sci., 
Ser.  4,  Vol.  Ill,  191.1,  p.  420;  Grinnell  &  Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ. 
ZfwJ.,  Vol.  17,  No.  10,  I'^ir,  p.  179;  SrrjNrc«ER  &  Barrocr,  Check 
Lilt  N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  ici;  Van  DENRVRciN  & 
Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  VIII,  No.  6,  1918,  p.  261, 
pi.  14. 

Description, — Head  distinct  from  neck,  flat -topped, 
with  naiTow,  rounded  snout,  and  temporal  regions  tome- 
times  swollen.  Eye  moderate.  Rostral  large,  bounded  be- 
hind by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal,  and  first  labial  plates. 
Plates  on  top  of  head:  a  pair  of  intemasals,  a  pair  of  pre- 
frontals, a  frontal,  supraocular  of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of 
parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  distinct.  One  loreal. 
One  or  rarely  two  prcoculars.  Three  or  four  postoculars. 
Temporals  normally  one  followed  by  two  or  three,  some- 
times 2+3.    Kight,  (rarely  seven)  superior  and  10  (rarely 
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11)  inferior  labials,  usually  the  sixth  in  each  series  largest, 
the  fourth  and  fifth  superior  reaching  eye,  first  pair  of 
inferior  meeting  on  median  line.  Two  pairs  of  genials, 
posterior  usually  longer  than  anterior.  Scales  on  body  in  2 1 
or  rarely  23  rows,  all  keeled.  Anal  plate  not  divided.  Gas- 
trosteges  varying  in  number  from  149  to  163,  males  having 
from  157  to  163,  females  from  149  to  159.  Urosteges  in 
two  series  of  from  63  to  79,  males  having  from  77  to  79, 
females  from  62  to  67. 

The  ground  color  above  is  light  brownish,  yellowish  or 
grayish  with  alternating  blade  spots  and  large  nuchal  blotches. 
Dorsal  and  lateral  light  lines  are  present.  The  dorsal  line 
is  narrow,  usually  about  the  width  of  one  or  one  and  two 
half  scales,  and  may  have  well  defined,  straight  edges  or 
may  be  somewhat  invaded  by  the  dark  dorsal  spots.  The 
lateral  line  is  on  the  scales  of  the  third  row  only  anteriorly, 
but  involves  those  of  both  second  and  third  rows  posteriorly. 
The  scales  of  the  rows  below  the  lateral  line  are  light  in 
color,  often  heavily  spotted  with  black,  these  spots  alternat- 
ing with  the  two  series  above.  The  side  of  the  head  is  dark 
with  a  light  patch  below  and  partly  surrounding  the  eye 
and  a  yellowish  or  whitish  crescentic  mark  about  the  posterior 
edge  of  the  temporal  region.  The  anterior  border  of  this 
light  crescent  usually  is  narrowly  edged  with  blade  or  dark 
brown.  Blackish  marks  radiate  from  the  orbit  occupying 
the  posterior  edges  of  the  superior  labial  plates.  Occasion- 
ally all  of  the  superior  labials  have  dark  posterior  edges  and 
the  inferior  labials  may  be  similarly  marked.  There  is  a  light 
pineal  spot  margined  with  blade.  The  lower  surfaces  are 
greenish  or  yellowish  white,  each  gastrostege  usually  with  a 
blackish  spot  externally  near  its  anterior  edge. 

Length  to  anns 266         387         389         S74 

Length  of  tail 71         122         100         1S4 
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V^mstum. — Eight  fpedmcns  have  the  loreal  1 — 1  in  all. 
The  preoculan  are  1 — 1  in  alL  The  postoculari  are  3 — 3 
in  two,  3—4  in  two,  and  4—4  in  two.  The  temporals  are 
1+3—1+3  in  four,  1+2— 1+2  in  three,  and  1+3—2+3  in 
one*  The  tupralabials  are  8 — 8  in  twelve,  7 — 8  in  one.  The 
infralabials  are  10 — 1 1  in  four,  and  1 0 — 1 0  in  two.  The  scale 
rows  arc  21 — 19 — 17  in  ten,  21 — 21 — 17  in  one,  23 — 23 — 
1 7  in  one,  and  21 — 26  in  one.  The  gastrosteges  vary  in  num- 
ber from  149  to  1 62,  males  having  from  1 57  to  1 62,  females 
from  149  to  1 59;  the  average  in  six  nules  is  160.5,  in  eight 
females,  154.9.  The  urosteges  vary  from  63  to  79,  males 
having  from  77  to  79,  females  from  63  to  67;  the  average 
in  two  males  is  78,  in  four  fenules,  64.7. 

Disiribuiion. — This  garter-snake  ranges  north  from 
Mexico  into  the  United  States,  it  has  been  found  in  Sono- 
ra  and  Arizona,  and  in  California  along  the  Colorado 
River.  It  extends  its  range  through  Texas  to  Oklahoma. 
The  details  of  its  distribution  through  this  area  are  yet  to 
be  worked  out.  As  regards  Arizona,  authentic  specimens 
have  been  recorded  from  the  vicinity  of  Tucson  and  Yuma. 
At  Yuma  it  occurs  on  both  banks  of  the  Colorado  River,  and 
the  westernmost  limits  of  its  known  range  are  along  the 
banks  of  this  river  from  Yuma  north  to  Riverside  Moun- 
tain in  Riverside  County,  California. 

We  have  examined  specimens  from  Fairbank,  Cochise 
County,  Tucson,  Pima  County,  Gila  Bend,  Maricopa  Coun- 
ty, Yuma,  Yuma  County,  Arizona,  Colorado  River  eight 
miles  east  from  I'icacho,  Imperial  County,  Calif omb,  and 
Riverside  Mountain,  Colorado  River,  Riverside  County, 
California. 

Ruthvcn  examined  other  specimens  with  definite  locali- 
ties as  follows:  Fort  Yuma,  Imperial  County,  Califomu^ 
Tucson,  Arizona;  White  Hone  Springs  and  Fort  Supply, 
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Oklahoma}  Brownsville,  San  Diego,  Pcnnt  Isabelle,  Reuters- 
ville,  Cameron  County,  San  Antonio,  Eagle  Fkss,  Pecos,  San 
Angelo,  Helodes,  Jeff  Davis  County,  ^South  of  Claren- 
don," Kerrville,  Texas}  and  Matamoras  and  Charco  Escon- 
dido,  Tamaulipas,  and  Ojo  del  Diable,  Chihuahua,  Mexico. 

Remarks. — Marcy's  Garter-snake  may  usually  be  dis- 
tinguished at  a  glance  by  its  postoral  crescents  and  the  posi- 
tion of  its  lateral  line.  The  dorsal  spots  of  certain  speci- 
mens resemble  those  of  certain  specimens  of  T.  o.  vagrans^ 
but  usually  are  larger.  The  gastrosteges  ordinarily  lade 
the  dark  markings  which  are  so  constant  in  T.  o.  vagransj  but 
frequently  are  mariced  with  black  laterally.  The  posterior 
genials  usually  are  longer  than  the  anterior. 

Our  specimens  from  Tucson  were  caught  in  mud  puddles 
on  the  desert  a  mile  or  more  from  the  river. 

192.    Thamnophis  megalops  (Kennicott) 

Mexican  Garter-Snake 

Plate  94 

Euiania  megalops  Kennicott,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat«  Sci.  Phila.,  1860,  p. 
330  (type  locality,  Tucson  and  Sta.  Magdalena,  Arizona); 
Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900,  p.  1025;  Brown, 
Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1901,  p.  21;  Ditmars,  Reptile  Book, 

'907*  ?•  iii* 
Eutania  macrostemma  Kennicott,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  i86o> 
P*  33^  (type  locality,  City  of  Mexico);  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat- 
Mus.  for  1898,  1900,  p.  1029. 

Etitania  ftavilabris  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1866,  p.  306 

(type  locality,  tableland  or  soutfaem  mountains  of  Mexico); 
Cope,  Proc.  Am.  Philos.  Soc.,  1884  (1885),  p.  173. 

Euiania  insipiiarum  Cope,  Proc.  Am.  Philos.  Soc.,  1884  (1885),  p.  172 
(type  locality,  Chapultepec,  Mexico). 

Tropidonotut  ordinaius  var.  macrostemma  Boulenoer,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit. 
Mus.,  Vol.  I,  1893,  P*  2I2- 


40.     T  HAM  SONUS  8SJ 


TUmmpkis  meg^^ps  RimivEN,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  6t,  1908, 
p.  44;  Van  Dewiurgn  &  SLtviN,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.»  Scr.  4, 
Vol.  Ill,  191.1,  p.  421;  STCjNeceR  &  BAnaot'ii,  Check  Im  N. 
Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  lot;  Van  DENtt-acH  &  Slcvin, 
Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  4.  Vol.  VIII,  1918,  p.  18.1,  pi.  15. 

Description. — Head  distinct  from  neck,  flat -topped, 
with  narrow,  rounded  snout,  and  temporal  regions  not  in- 
frequently swollen.  Kyc  large.  Rostral  large,  bounded 
behind  by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal,  and  first  labial  plates. 
Plates  on  top  of  head:  a  pair  of  intemasals,  a  pair  of  pre- 
frontals, a  frontal,  supraocular  of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of 
parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  distinct.  One 
loreal.  One  prcocular,  and  three  or  four  postoculars.  Tem- 
porals one  followed  by  two  or  three.  Kight  (rarely  nine) 
superior  and  10  (rarely  nine  or  1 1 )  inferior  labials,  sixth 
in  each  scries  usually  largest,  fourth  and  fifth  superior  reach- 
ing eye,  first  pair  of  inferior  meeting  on  median  line.  Two 
pairs  of  gcnials,  the  posterior  usually  longer  than  anterior. 
Scales  on  body  in  21,  or  rarely  23,  rows.  Anal  plate  not 
divided.  Cfastrustcges  in  Arizonan  specimens  var>'ing  in 
number  from  154  to  165.  Urostegcs  in  two  series  of  from 
72  to  77. 

The  color  above  is  olive  or  brown  with  three  more  or  less 
distinct  longitudinal  It^'ht  lines.  The  dorsal  line  varies 
considerably  in  width.  1  he  lateral  line  is  on  the  scales  of  the 
third  and  fourth  rows  anteriorly,  of  the  thini  or  second  and 
third  posteriorly.  .Specimens  with  a  light  gn)und  color  show, 
mure  or  less  definitely,  two  Mrries  of  dark  »pots  between  the 
domi  and  lateral  lines,  the  %pots  of  the  upper  series  rather 
more  indefinite  than  those  of  the  lower,  with  which  they 
alternate.  In  dark  specimens  these  may  Ik  obscured.  The 
longitudinal  lines  are  yellow  or  yellowish  white.  Dark 
nuchal  blotches  are  present.  The  labials  are  light  olive  or 
yellow  with  dark  posterior  edges.    A  light  postoral  crescent 


8S4  13.    COLUBRIDJE 


extends  up  behind  the  labials  and  temporals.  The  chin 
and  throat  are  yellow  or  whitish.  The  belly  is  greenish 
yellow, 

A  specimen  from  Tucson,  Arizona,  was  colored  in  life 
as  follows:  The  head  above  is  clear  olive.  The  supra- 
labials  are  straw  yellow,  the  anterior  and  posterior  ones 
tinged  with  olive,  and  all  showing  posterior  edgings  of  blade. 
The  oculars  are  yellowish  olive.  The  dorsal  line  is  bright 
ochre  anteriorly,  becoming  dull  yellow  on  the  posterior  half 
of  the  body.  The  lateral  lines  are  olive  yellow  on  the  nedc, 
but  posteriorly  become  grayish  yellow  and  then  cream  or 
grayish  white.  Nuchal  blotches  are  blackish,  but  are  hot  very 
evident.  The  area  between  the  dorsal  and  lateral  lines  is 
clear  olive  brown,  with  two  rows  of  nearly  concealed  black- 
ish blotches  separated  by  concealed  light  greenish  white 
areas  on  the  skin  between  the  scales.  The  lower  laterals 
and  tips  of  the  gastrosteges  are  olive  brown,  a  little  lighter 
than  the  area  between  the  stripes.  The  lower  surfaces  are 
yellowish  white  on  head  and  nedc,  grayish  or  olive  white 
elsewhere,  the  gastrosteges  with  concealed  black  markings 
laterally. 

Length  to  anus 468         512         572         588         5 90 

Length  of  uil 152         152  184         168 

Variation. — In  six  specimens  from  Arizona  the  loreal  is 
1 — 1  in  all.  The  preoculars  are  1 — 1  in  all.  The  post- 
oculars  are  3—4  in  three,  3 — 3  in  two,  and  4—4  in  one. 
The  temporals  are  1+2 — 1+2  in  three,  1+3 — 1+3  in  two, 
and  1+2 — 1+3  in  one.  The  supralabials  are  8 — 8  in  four 
and  8 — 9  in  two.  The  infralabials  are  10 — 10  in  all  six.  The 
scale-rows  are  21 — 19 — 17  in  five,  21 — 23 — 21 — 19  in  one. 
The  gastrosteges  vary  in  number  from  154  to  162}  the 
average  in  five  females  is  158.8.  The  urosteges  vary  from 
72  to  77j  the  average  in  four  females  is  74.5. 
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DUiribuiion. — The  range  of  this  snake  apparently  ex- 
tends over  most  of  the  Mexican  plateau  region  and  north 
into  southern  Arizona  and  New  Mexico.  In  Arizona^ 
authentic  specimens  have  been  taken  near  Tucson,  Pima 
County,  and  Herefordi  Lewis  Springs  and  Fairfaank,  Cochise 
County.  The  species  has  been  recorded  also  from  Yuma, 
and  Fort  Whipple,  but  these  records  need  confirnution.  In 
New  Mexico  it  has  been  taken  at  Duck  Creek. 

Remsrks. — Ruthven  has  shown  that  specimens  from  the 
southern  part  of  the  Mexican  plateau  exhibit  a  decided  tend- 
ency toward  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  scale-rows,  uro- 
steges,  etc.  Notwithstanding  this  he  regards  them  all  as 
belonging  to  the  same  species  as  Arizonan  specimens.  This 
opinion  is  followed  here,  as  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
synonymy,  but  I  feel  that  it  may  have  to  be  revised  later 
when  more  nuterial  is  at  hand. 

1 9.1.    Thamnophis  angustirMtrit  ( Kennicott ) 

BaoWN-SPinTKD  CrAKTEa-SNAKe 
Ernt^ms  smgmitir9SiHt  KiMMicorr,  Pnic.  Acad.  Nat.  Sex.  Pfitla.,  i860, 

p.  113  (type  kiralicy,  Parras,  CoahoOa,  Mtxko). 

CkiU^ms  mfipmrnftsimm  Core,  in  Yabbow,  Rrpc.  l*.  S.  Kipl.  Sunr. 
W.   ioc4h  Mtrid.,  VcJ.  \\  1^7$,  p.  544  {tyy<  kicality,  SootlMra 

Afiiooa). 

AimmsrtMms   mmkttmstmisims   Con,   Amrr.    Nat,    iSH],   p.    I  |oo   (type 

kicality.  Saa  Praaciaco  Rivtr,  IlMr  MatkOt  oaar  Arbooa 
booadafy.) 

Sty^emmt  rmf^pmrntt^ui  C«>rc,  Prtv.  Amrr.  Phil<Pt.  Sue.  lSS(,  p.  JI7. 

Emi^mtm  mmiitmstuisU  Core,  Pnc  Amcr.  Phil«M.  Sue.,  |SM(,  p.  3S4; 
Con,  Pn«.  l*.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  VcJ.  XIV,  i^vs.  p-  ^$«  Corr,  Reprice 
r.  S.  Nat.  Mut.  f«jf  |8«/S,  i«/JO,  p  I  jA";  Raowii,  Pnic  .^cad.  Nat. 
Vi.  Phila.,  1^1,  p.   )i. 

Tr%^dmm9iui  mmkimstmisimi  BoL'LCv.ra,  Cat    Snakr%  Rric.  %lu« ,  V<il. 

It  i^l.  r-  SI4- 
JV^ptd^m^imt  fi^^mommt  BocLiHcta,  Cat.  Snake*  Bnc.  Mtt%.«  Vul. 

I,  iSi^l,  p.  314. 
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Eutania  rujopunctata  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1892, 

p.  666;  Cope,  Rqx)rt  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900,  p.  1089; 

Brown,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1901,  p.  31;  Ditmars,  Reptile 

Book,  1907,  p.  240. 
Thamnophis  angustirostris  Ruthven,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  61, 

p.  120;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  4, 

Vol.  Ill,  p.  411;  Stejneger  &  Barbour,  Check  List  N.  Amer. 

Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  100;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal. 

Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  VIII,  191 8,  p.  264. 

Description. — Head  distinct  from  neck,  flat-topped,  with 
very  narrow,  elongate,  rounded  snout.  Eye  of  moderate 
size.  Rostral  large,  bounded  behind  by  intemasal,  anterior 
nasal,  and  first  labial  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head:  a  pair 
of  intemasals,  a  pair  of  prefrontals,  supraocular  of  each  side, 
a  frontal,  and  a  pair  of  parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior 
nasals  distinct.  One  loreal.  Two  or  rarely  three  preoculars 
and  three  or  four  postoculars.  Temporals  normally  one 
followed  by  one,  sometimes  1+2.  Eight,  or  rarely  seven 
or  nine,  superior  and  10,  or  nine,  inferior  labials,  fifth  or 
sixth  superior  and  sixth  or  seventh  inferior  usually  largest, 
fourth  or  fifth  or  fourth  and  fifth  superior  usually  reaching 
eye,  first  pair  of  inferior  meeting  on  median  line.  Two 
pairs  of  genials,  posterior  equal  to  or  longer  than  anterior. 
Scales  on  body  in  2 1  or  rarely  23  rows.  Anal  plate  undivided. 
Gastrosteges  varying  in  number  from  161  to  177,  males 
having  from  165  to  177,  females  from  161  to  170.  Uro- 
steges  in  two  series  of  from  69  to  87,  males  having  from  80 
to  87,  females  from  69  to  82}  the  anterior  urosteges  often 
undivided. 

The  color  above  is  dark  olive  or  brown  with  several  rows 
of  dark  brown  spots.  These  spots  are  very  distinct  in  young 
specimens  but  become  less  evident  with  age.  There  usually 
are  no  longitudinal  light  lines,  but  lateral  lines  may  show 
faintly  on  the  second  and  third  rows  of  scales  and  a  trace 
of  the  dorsal  line  may  be  present  anteriorly.    The  head  is 
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unicolor  above  in  adults,  mottled  in  young.  Each  superior 
and  inferior  labial  with  a  marginal  patch  of  brown  with  a 
darker  border.  No  postoral  crescents,  l^hroat  yellow.  I^wer 
surfaces  greenish  or  bluish  gray,  with  numerous  small  black- 
ish spots,  gastnisteges  sometimes  with  basal  dark  markings 
which  may  form  more  or  less  definite  dark  stripes. 


\jenph  to  anut 

2?4 

139 

347 

3H9 

408 

428 

Ixn|tth   of   till 

69 

107 

111! 

120 

I2S 

146 

Vsrisiiopt. — In  ci(,:htccn  specimens  from  Arizona  the 
loreals  are  I  —  I  in  seventeen  and  1 — 2  in  one.  The  preocu- 
lars  arc  2 — 2  in  sixteen,  or  89','  ;  2 — ^  in  two,  or  II 'r-. 
The  postoculars  arc  1—3  in  ten,  or  56^ r  ;  and  3—4  in 
eight,  or  44' i.  The  temporals  are  I  +  I  —  I  +  I  in  nine,  or 
50';  i  1  +  1  — I  ^2inciuht,or44';  ;  and  1+2— 2+2  in  one, 
or  6S.  The  supralaHals  .ire  8 — 8  in  thirteen,  or  72' i  ; 
7 — 8  in  two,  or  IIS;  S — 9  in  two,  or  IIS;  and  7 — 7  in 
one,  or  6' i .  The  infnilahiaN  arc  in — 10  in  nine,  or  5.V  i  ; 
9 — 10  in  four,  or  24' i  ;  and  9 — 9  in  four,  or  24' i.  The 
scale  niws  are  21  — 19 — 17  in  all.  The  gastnisteges  vary 
in  numt)er  from  161  to  177,  males  having  from  165  to  177, 
females  fn>m  161  to  170;  the  average  in  eleven  males  is 
I7I..1,  in  seven  females  164.9.  The  unMfcges  vary  from 
69  to  87,  males  having  from  80  to  87,  females  from  69  to 
82;  the  average  in  eleven  males  is  84.2,  in  seven  females, 
73.9. 

Ihsinhutif»n. — Thi^  specie*  occum  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  Mexican  plateau  south  to  Oxahuila  and  Durango  and 
north  to  portions  of  si>uthwe»tem  New  Mexico  and  southern 
and  central  .Ari/cma.  The  original  Ari/onan  specimen  was 
labeled  merely  ^.Southern  An/ona,**  and  no  definite  locality 
in  that  stale  was  recorded  until  (Hir  s(iccimen%  were  secured 
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at  Oak  Creeki  Coconino  County,  Arizona^  The  National 
Museum  has  it  from  Tonto  Creek  at  6,000  feet,  Gila  Coun- 
ty, Arizona. 

Habits. — Oak  Creek  is  a  mountain  stream  running 
through  a  deep  canyon  with  many  oak  trees.  Perhaps  a 
thousand  feet  above  the  stream  is  the  pine  forest  of  the 
plateau  of  central  Arizona.  These  snakes  were  found  in 
the  stream,  either  on  rocks  or  in  the  water.  Their  general 
appearance  is  very  different  from  that  of  most  garter-snakes. 
The  absence  of  lines,  the  heavy  spotting,  and  the  long, 
narrow  head  are  not  suggestive  of  Thanmophis. 

Genus  41.    Sonora 

Sonora  Baird  &  Girard,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rept.,  Pt.  i.  Serpents,  1853, 

p.  117  (type,  semiannulata). 
Lamprosoma  Hallowell,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1856,  p.  310 

(type,  occipiiaU). 
Chionaciis  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  i860,  p.  241  (type,  occi- 

pUati). 

The  body  is  small  but  not  very  slender,  with  short  taper- 
ing tail,  and  little  if  any  constriction  at  neck.  The  snout  is 
long,  rounded,  and  depressed.  The  head  plates  are  normal 
except  in  the  union  of  the  anterior  and  posterior  nasals.  One 
preocular,  two  postoculars,  and  a  loreal  are  present.  Tem- 
porals are  normally  1  +2.  The  scales  are  smooth,  in  fifteen 
rows.  The  anal  plate  is  divided,  and  the  urosteges  are  in 
two  series.  The  eye  is  rather  small  with  round  pupil.  It  is 
stated  that  grooved  teeth  are  present. 

Synopsis  of  Spbcies 
a. — Snout  very  much  depressed^  pointed  in  profile}  rostral 
plate  projecting  far  beyond  lower  jaw;  bade  with  trans- 
verse bars  or  annulL 

S.  occipitalis. — p.8S9» 
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n. — Snout  Icti  depressed,  rounded  in  profile  j  rostral  plate 
projecting  less  beyond  lower  jaw. 

b. — Back  with  a  series  of  transverse  or  dark  brown  bars. 

S.  semiannulata. — p.  863. 
b'. — No  transverse  dark   bars;    sides  with    longitudinal 
lines  made  up  of  dark  dashes  on  the  centers  of  the 

S.  episcopa. — p.  866. 


194.    Sonera  occipitalis  (Hallowcll) 

Tricolor  Grovnd  Snake 

Plate  95 

Rk§m0Mt9ms  •itipiimk  Hallowell,  Prnc.  Acad.  Nac.  5ki.  PhiU.,  Vol. 

VII,  1S54.  p.  95  (type  kicAlity,  Mojav*  Deaert). 

Lsm^^S9mts  •icipiimk  Hallowkll,  Pnic.  Acad.  Nat.  Set.  Phila.,  1856^ 
p.  110;  Baud,  U.  S.  Mn.  B<iund.  Surv.,  Vol.  II,  i8<9,  Repi., 
p.  at,  pi.  )i,  fig.  i;  Baud,  Rep.  Pac.  R.  R.  Surv.,  Vol.  X,  Pt.  Ill, 
i'$9»  P-  i6»  H-  XXXV,  fig«.  6,  7;  Hallowbll,  Rqi.  Pac.  R.  R. 
Sunr.,  Vol.  X,  Pc.  IV,  No.  1,  |8$9,  p.  1$,  pi.  IV,  fty«.  la-c;  fk^ 
cot'RT,  Mtn.  Sci.  au  Mm.,  Rept.,  l88j,  p.  $^8,  pi.  XXXIV,  fig.  6. 

l^mp^fms  mnnmisium  Baud,  V,  S.  Mrs.  B«iund.  Surv.,  Vol.  II,  1859, 

Rcpr,  p.  ai  (type  localtcy,  Cdorado  Deaart). 

Cki9ms€Hs  •i€$p%ulit  CofK,  Proc.  Acad.  Naf.  Sci.  Phila.,  18^,  p.  X^i; 
CoorKR,  Proc.  Cat.  Acad.  Sci.,  Veil.  XIV,  1870,  p.  66;  Cort,  Bull. 
U.  S.  Nat.  Mu«.,  No.  I,  iS'-^,  p.  j<;  YAtBfiw,  Bull.  I*.  S.  Nat.  Mut., 
No.  Xf,  i88j,  p.  86;  Corr.  Pnic.  V.  S.  Nat.  Mu«.,  Vf»l.  XIV,  1893, 
p.  60$;  Vav  DsMat'RON,  (kcat.  Paper*  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  V,  1S97, 
p.  160;  Cors,  Report  l*.  S.  Nat.  Mu«.,  Um  i8«^,  1900,  p.  94I; 
Mtta,  Kield  Columbian  Muv,  %(m4.  Scr.,  V(4.  V||,  No.  1,  1906, 
p.  15:  RiiNARoaoM,  Science,  N.  S.,  Veil.  XXXII,  No.  Sao,  1 910, 

p.  .1».1. 
Ckimms€ht  0€€t^Ssitt  mnnmUim  Con,  Bull,   l^   S.   Nat.   Mut.,  Noi    1, 

>'7$,  p.  j6;  Yaskow,  Bull.  I*.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  No.  a4,  188),  p.  86. 

Cnmhs  arff^fWfi  (jasmam,  Mem.   Mut.   C«im|ir.  /cm J.,  Cambr.,  V«ii. 

VIII,  No.  .1,  t88|,  |»p.  91,   164;  B«»iLKaf.ra,  Cat.  Snaket  Bnt. 

Mut.,  V(J.  II,  i8v4,  p.  366;  BaowH,  Pnic.  .^ca«L  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila., 
19DI,  p.  68;  IhTtCAtt,  Reptile  Bfjuk,  iv>^,  p.  \y%. 
C^mhm  •rri^fWii   var.   «««aiXaltf  (lAftMAM,   Mem.    Mut.   C«4npr.  7amA.^ 
Cambr.,  Vol.  VIII.  No.  .),  188.1,  |<p.  91.  1^- 
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Sonora  occipitalis  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci., 
Scr.  4,  Vol.  3,  1913,  p.  412;  Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  12, 
No.  17,  p.  531;  Grinnell  &  Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol. 
17,  No.  lo,  1 91 7)  p.  182;  Stejneger  &  Barbour,  Check  List  N. 
Amcr.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  92;  Stephens,  Copeia,  No.  54,  1918,  p.  34; 
CowLES,  Journ.  Entomol.  &  Zool.,  Pomona  College,  Vol.  XII, 
^^o.  3,  1920,  p.  65;  Stephens,  Trans.  San  Diego  Soc.  Hist.,  Vol. 
Ill,  No.  4, 1921,  p.  64;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad. 
Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1921,  p.  52. 

Description. — Head  but  little  wider  than  neck,  de- 
pressed,  temporal  regions  not  much  swollen.  Snout  rather 
broad,  greatly  depressed,  pointed  in  profile,  produced  far 
beyond  lower  jaw.  Rostral  large,  broad,  low,  projecting 
far  beyond  mental,  very  concave  below,  considerably  re- 
curved on  top  of  snout,  and  bounded  behind  by  intemasal, 
nasal,  and  first  labial  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a 
pair  of  internasals,  a  pair  of  prefrontals,  a.  frontal,  supra- 
ocular of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of  parietals.  Anterior  and 
posterior  nasals  united  into  a  single  plate.  Loreal  usually 
elongate,  often  quite  small,  very  rarely  absent.  One  pre- 
ocular.  Two  postoculars.  Temporals  one  followed  by  two. 
Supralabials  usually  seven,  rarely  six,  third  and  fourth  reach- 
ing eye,  fourth  or  sixth  largest.  Infralabials  usually  eight, 
sometimes  seven,  fourth  largest,  first  pair  meeting  on  median 
line.  Genials  in  two  pairs,  the  posterior  much  smaller. 
Scales  on  body  smooth,  polished,  in  15  rows.  Anal  plate 
divided.  Gastrosteges  varying  in  number  from  1 5 1 ,  to  1 74. 
Urosteges  in  two  series  of  from  34  to  53. 

In  alcoholic  specimens,  the  ground  color  is  white,  or 
grayish  white.  On  the  head  is  a  more  or  less  crescentic  dark 
brown  or  black  blotch  the  central  portion  of  which  occupies 
part  or  all  of  the  parietal  plates,  and  often  a  portion  (none 
to  three-fourths)  of  the  frontal,  while  the  extremities  ex- 
tend to  the  eyes.    On  the  body  between  the  head  and  the 
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anus  are  from  21  to  33  transverse  bars  or  rings  of  black  or 
dark  brown.  These  black  nurkings  do  not  reach  the  gas- 
trostegcs  anteriorly,  but  become  complete  rings  posteriorly 
at  a  distance  in  front  of  the  anus  which  varies  greatly  in 
different  specimens  and  is  not  dependent  upon  age  or  locality. 
On  the  tail  are  from  six  to  10  similar  dark  rings.  On  the 
doml  surface  of  the  body  the  dark  bars  or  rings  usually 
are  much  narrower  than  the  intervals  which  separate  them, 
but  in  some  specimens  the  interspaces  arc  little  or  no  greater 
than  the  black  areas.  In  specimens  which  have  been  long  in 
alcohol  these  inter\'als  are  white,  but  in  fresher  specimens 
approximately  the  middle  two-fourths  of  each  interspace  is 
occupied  by  a  transverse  orange  or  yellow  or  pinkish  bar 
which  extends  down  on  the  sides  to  alx>ut  the  second  or  third 
row  of  scales.  The  ventral  surfaces  arc  white,  unmarked 
anteriorly,  but  p<i»tcriorIy,  at  a  var>'ing  distance  from  the 
head,  showing  blackish  spots,  Ixirs  or  rings  corresponding  to 
or  actually  part  of  the  dorsal  dark  markings.  These  ventral 
black  marks  may  Ixr^in  at  a  point  corrcs[>onding  to  the  second 
dorsal  black  liar,  or  may  Arst  appear  only  three  or  four  liars 
in  front  of  the  anus.  The  lower  surface  of  the  tail  is 
crosMrd  by  the  black  caudal  rings. 

The  colors  in  life  of  a  s|M:cimen  captured  near  Yuma, 
Arizona,  March  19,  were  as  follows: 

The  dark  rings  were  pure  black,  and  txtween  each  pair 
of  black  rings  was  a  transverse  liar  or  half  ring  of  cadmium 
orange,  of  about  the  same  width  on  the  midline  as  the  black 
rings,  and  separated  from  them  by  a  nearly  equal  space, 
which  was  pale  lemon  yellow.  This  lemon  tint  extended 
down  onto  the  sides,  and  the  lower  surfaces  were  a  piler 
lemon. 

Kichardsiin  de^ribcs  a  fresh  specimen  as  creamy  white 
in  color  the  dorsal  surface  licing  slightly  tinged  with  olive, 
and  crmscd  \fy  numerous  lands  of  an  intense  brownish  black, 
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each  space  between  the  bands  having  a  large,  oval,  trans- 
verse spot  of  bright  reddish  orange.  The  head  was  green- 
ish blue  above  with  a  median  reddish  orange  stripe  on  the 
edges  of  the  interposals  and  prefrontals. 


Length   to  anaai 

-.122 

22S 

22$ 

229 

268 

280 

314 

Length  of  uil 

7^ 

43 

60 

S6 

6S 

74 

61 

Distfibution. — ^This  beautiful  little  snake  was  originally 
described  from  a  specimen  secured  in  the  Mohs^ve  Desert 
A  few  years  later  it  was  recorded  from  the  G>lorado  Desert. 
In  more  recent  years  it  has  been  collected,  in  Gdif  omia,  in 
San  Diego  (La  Puerta  Valley  and  Carrizo  Creek),  Imperial 
(Calexico,  Holtville,  Meloland,  Imperial,  Pilot  Knob), 
Riverside  (Blythe  Junction,  grass  fields  between  Blythe  and 
Mecca),  San  Bernardino  (Barstow),  and  Inyo  (Owens 
Lake),  counties. 

In  Arizona  it  has  been  collected  at  Camp  Mohave,  Mo- 
have County,  and  Yuma  and  Chrystoval,  Yuma  County. 

Habits. — Several  specimens  have  been  dug  out  from 
about  one  or  two  feet  below  the  surface  of  desert  sand  dunes. 
This  fact  and  the  shape  of  the  snout  indicate  burrowing 
habits.  Beyond  this  nothing  is  known.  It  seems  remark- 
able that  a  species  which  seems  to  spend  its  life  underground 
should  be  so  beautifully  colored. 

Mr.  Cowles  notes  a  specimen  found  ^traveling  out  in 
the  open  and  in  the  heat  of  the  noon  sun,  April  3,  1920.  It 
was  found  on  a  gravel  wash  and  when  approached  it  strudc 
in  all  directions,  though  apparently  it  did  not  open  its  mouth 
upon  striking  the  hand.  It  appeared  to  be  blinded  by  the 
sun  and  unable  to  tell  from  which  direction  it  was  menaced.*' 
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195.    Soiiora  Mmiannulata  Baird  &  Girard 

BicoLOR  Ground  Snake 

Plate  96 

5MMr»  sewummmuku  Baiu>  Ac  Girard»  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rcpt.,  Pt.  i, 
Serpents,  1I53.  p.  117  (type  kxaltty,  SoDOrm,  lf«dco);  Baird, 
Rep.  Pac.  R.  R.  Surv..  Vol.  X,  Pt.  Ill,  1859,  p.  15,  pi.  XXXIII, 
fif.  88;  Baiu>,  U.  S.  Me«.  Bciund.  Surv.,  V<i|.  II,  i859t  Rq>t.,  p. 
)>•  pl*  I9t  ^-  J;  Cort,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  1,  1875,  p.  j6; 
Yarkow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  No.  24,  188.1,  p*  87;  Van  Den- 
avRON  8c  Slktih,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  5>cr.  4,  Vol.  ],  p.  4I1;  Van 
DinavRGN  8c  Slevim,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Veil.  5,  No.  4, 
191  (•  P*  100;  SrEjvEGEt  8c  Barbour,  Check  List  N.  Amer.  Amph. 
Rcpt.,  1917,  p.  9};  Vah  Denrurgh  &  Slrvin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad. 
Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1931,  pp.  39,  j8. 

C^mtis  stmismmmisis  G  arm  an,  Mem.  Muv  Compr.  Zool.,  Vol.  VIII,  No. 

J.  iM.1.  pp.  90,  164. 
CmIm  istwms  Cors,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1866,  p.  .104  (type 

locality,  Affbom);  CorE,  Bull,  U.  S.  Nat.   Mut.,  No.   1,  1875. 

p.  36;  Yarrow,  Surv.  W.  looth  Mcrid.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  p.  5.17,  pi. 

18,  fig.  i;  Garman,  Mem.  Mui.  Compr.  ZoiJ.,  Cambr.,  Vol.  VIII, 

Nu.  J,  188.1,  pp.  91,  164;  Bou LENOIR,  Cat.  Snaket  Brit.  Mut., 

Vol.  II,  1894,  P-  366. 
Can/in  tptuops  tjaaoiM  CorE,  Bull.  V.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  No.  17,  1880,  p. 

ai;  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Muv,  No.  24,  iRRj,  p.  87;  CorE, 

Proc.  V.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  VoJ.   XIV,   1892,  p.  ^i;  Browm,  Pnic. 

Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  I90i,  p.  A?;  Brown,  Pnic.  .Vad.  Nat.  Sci. 

Phtla.,  190.1,  p.  5n:  I>trMARi,  Rq>tilc  Book,  t«#07,  p.  jjl;SfRECftER, 

Baykir  Bulletin,  VcJ.  XVIII,  No.  4,  191  (,  p.  ,17. 
Cki^mstiu  e^iuopms  liMomvi  Cora,  Report  I'.  S.  Nat.  Mut.  Utr  1 898, 

l9cx>,  p.  9J9,  fig.  aj9;  Branmin,  Kansas  Tniv.  Sci.  Bull.,  Vol.  II, 

No.  I  J,  1904,  p.  41ft,  fig.  .14 ;  Bailet,  N.  Amer.  Fauna,  No.  a$, 

i^<«  pp-  .Kf  47;  Kllis  &  lltHOERsoN,  Vmr.  Colcvado  Studies, 

Vol.  X,  No.  1,  191.1,  p.  101. 
Ck§0mstUi  iS92»mmt  Rknarosoh,  Proc  U.  S.  Nat.  Mua.,  Vol.  48,  1915, 

p.  436. 

Description. — Head  but  little  wider  than  neck,  nther 
flat-topped,  temporal  regions  not  much  twollen.  Snout 
roundedi  not  greatly  depre«ied,  nut  pointed  in  profile,  pro- 


864  13.    COLUBRIDJE 


duced  moderately  beyond  lower  jaw.  Rostral  large,  broad, 
not  very  low,  projecting  beyond  mental  much  less  than  in 
S.  occifitalisj  somewhat  recurved  on  top  of  snout,  and 
bounded  behind  by  internasal,  nasal  and  first  labial  plates. 
Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a  pair  of  intemasals,  a  pair  of  pre- 
frontals, a  frontal,  supraocular  of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of 
parietals.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  united  into  a  single 
plate.  Loreal  usually  longer  than  high,  sometimes  small, 
merged  with  nasal  on  one  side  of  one  specimen.  One  pre- 
ocular.  Two  postoculars.  Temporals  one  followed  by  two, 
or  1  +  1.  Supralabials  normally  seven,  sometimes  six,  third 
and  fourth  reaching  eye,  next  to  last  largest.  Infralabials 
usually  seven,  sometimes  six  or  eight,  fourth  largest,  first 
pair  meeting  on  median  line.  Genials  in  two  pairs,  the  post- 
erior much  smaller.  Scales  on  body  smooth,  in  15  rows. 
Anal  plate  divided.  Gastrosteges  varying  in  number  from 
149  to  1 76.    Urosteges  in  two  series  of  from  45  to  53, 

The  head  is  light  yellowish  olive,  or  pinkish,  or  orange- 
red  above,  with  a  black  or  dark  brown  crescentic  blotch  on 
the  parietal  and  frontal  plates,  extending  to  the  eye  as  in 
S.  occipitalis.  In  some  specimens  this  blotch  is  nearly  obsolete. 
On  the  body  between  the  head  and  anus  are  from  23  to  39 
transverse  black  bars.  There  are  from  six  to  1 1  similar  black 
bars  or  rings  on  the  tail.  The  bars  on  the  body  usually  do 
not  quite  reach  the  gastrosteges,  but  may  involve  their  tips. 
The  lateral  scales  which  lie  within  these  black  bars  have 
light  edges,  while  the  lateral  scales  in  the  interspaces  often 
have  central  or  basal  dark  markings,  producing  a  linear  effect 
similar  to  that  seen  on  the  lateral  regions  in  5.  episcopa.  The 
interspaces  between  the  black  bars  usually  are  but  little 
greater  than  the  bars  themselves,  but  may  be  much  more, 
even  twice  as  long  on  the  midline.  These  interspaces  dorsal- 
ly  are  reddish  orange  or  rose  pink  in  alcoholic  specimens, 
fading  to  white  laterally.    The  lower  surfaces  are  yellowish 
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or  greenish  white,  unmarked  except  on  the  tail,  where  the 
dorsal  dark  markings  may  be  extended  across  the  urosteges 
more  or  less  obsoletely. 

260 


I^rfCTiftli  to  anui 

171 

194 

228 

230 

Lmgill  of  tail        .    . 

.44 

44 

S4 

S6 

RefnsrAj. — In  coloration  this  snake  is  more  or  less  inter- 
mediate between  S.  episcop^  and  4^.  occipitalis.  Its  trans- 
vene  black  bars  cause  it  to  resemble  the  latter,  while  the 
tendency  toward  lateral  lines  recall  the  former  species.  The 
snout  is  very  different  from  that  of  S.  occipitalis  but  is  like 
that  of  S.  episcopa.  S.  semiannulata  nuy  be  said  to  be  prac- 
tically S.  episcopa  with  black  dorsal  cross-bars.  Its  colora- 
tion reminds  one  in  many  ways  of  that  of  Rhinocheilus 
lecontei. 

Distribution. — Originally  descrilicd  from  Sonora,  this 
little  snake  has  since  been  taken  in  Texas,  Kansas,  Arizona, 
l*tah,  and  Nevada. 

Arizona  specimens  have  been  recorded  by  Cope  from 
Fort  Whipple,  Fort  Vcrdc,  IVcscott,  and  l*'ort  Mohave,  and 
I  have  seen  others  from  the  Iluachuca  Mtmntains,  C4x:hi!ie 
County,  and  Cave  Creek,  Maricopa  County. 

In  ITtah,  it  has  been  taken  at  Koclcvlllc,  Kane  County, 
and  near  St.  (fcorgc,  WaNhington  Ctiunty. 

In  Nevada,  one  was  captured  at  I'y-ramid  lake,  Washoe 
County,  and  (ine  at  Khyolitc,  Nye  County. 

Habits. — N<ithing  is  known  concerning  the  halvits  of  this 
little  snake.  The  specimen  fmm  I^yramid  I^ake  was  found 
under  a  rock  on  a  riie  aUne  the  vmthwest  shore  of  the  lake. 
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196.    Sonora  episcc^Mi  (Kennkott) 
Striped  Ground  Snaile 

Lamprosoma  episcapum  Kennicott,  U.  S.  Mez.  Bound.  S%xrr^  Vol.  II, 
1859,  Rq>t.,  p.  22,  pL  8,  fig.  2  (type  locality,  Ba|^  PftSS  and 

San  Antonio  to  Rio  Grande,  Texas);  Bocourt,  Miss.  Sd.  au 
Mex.,  Rq>t.,  1883,  p.  559,  pi.  XXXIV,  fig.  4. 

Contia  cpiscapa  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sd.  Phila.,  i860,  p.  251;  Cope, 
Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  i,  1875,  P-  3^;  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat. 
Mus.,  No.  17,  1880,  p.  20;  Garman,  Mem.  Mus.  Compr.  Zool., 
Cambr.,  VoL  VIII,  No.  3,  1883,  pp.  94,  164,  pi.  VI,  fig.  2;  Bou- 
LENGER,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mus.,  Vol.  II,  1894,  p.  265;  Mocquaro, 
Nouv.  Arch.  Mus.  Hbt.  Nat.,  Paris,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  I,  1899,  p.  319; 
DiTMARs,  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  331;  Strecrer,  Baylor  Bulletin, 
Vol.  XVlII,  No.  4,  191 5,  p.  37. 

Homalosoma  episcopum  Jan,  Arch.  Zool.  Anat.  Phys.,  Vol.  II,  1862, 
p.  3S;  Jan,  Iconogr.  Gener.  Ophid.,  13e  livr.,  186S,  pi.  IV,  fig.  2. 

Contia  episcopa  episcopa  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  17,  1880, 
p.  21;  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  24,  1883,  P*  ^7;  Cope, 
Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1892,  p.  601;  Brown,  Proc. 
Acad.  Nat.  Sd.  Phila.,  1901,  p.  67;  Brown,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sd. 
Phila.,  1903,  p.  553. 

Contia  episcopa  torquata  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  17,  1880, 
p.  21  (type  locality.  Northwestern  Texas);  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S. 
Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1892,  p.  601. 

Contia  torquata  Boulenger,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mus.,  Vol.  II,  1894, 
p.  266. 

Chionactis  episcopus  episcopus  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  for  1898, 

1900,  p.  938. 
Chionactis  episcopus  torquatus  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  for  1898, 

1900,  p.  939. 
Chionactis  episcopus  Van  Den  burgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4, 

Vol.  Ill,  1 91 2,  p.  153. 

Sonora  episcopa  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sd.,  Ser. 
4,  Vol.  3,  1 913,  p.  412;  Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  12,  No. 
17, 1916,  p.  530;  Grinnell  &  Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  17, 
No.  10,  1917,  p.  183;  Stejneger  &  Barbour,  Check  Lbt  N.  Amer. 
Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  92;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal. 
Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1921,  p.  52. 
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D^scfipium. — Head  wide,  with  flattened  top  and  rather 
narrow  but  not  greatly  depresKd  snout.  Temporal  regions 
not  swollen,  but  head  a  little  wider  than  neck.  Rostral 
prominent,  brood,  high,  rounded  in  profile,  projecting  con- 
siderably beyond  lower  jaw,  hollowed  below,  not  much  re- 
verted on  top  of  snout,  and  bounded  behind  by  intemasal, 
naal  and  first  labial  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a 
pair  of  intemaaals,  a  pair  of  prefrontals,  a  frontal,  supra- 
ocular of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of  parietals.  Anterior  and 
posterior  naals  usually  united  into  a  single  plate.  Loreal 
often  quite  small.  One  preocular.  Two  pustoculars.  Tem- 
porals one  followed  by  two,  rarely  1  +  1.  Supralabials 
normally  seven,  sometimes  six,  third  and  fourth  reaching 
e)re,  sixth  largest.  Inferior  labials  six  or  seven,  second 
small,  fourth  largest,  first  pair  meeting  on  median  line  be- 
hind the  small  triagonal  mental.  Cenials  in  two  pairs,  the 
posterior  very  small.  Scales  on  body  smooth,  in  fifteen  rows. 
Anal  plate  divided.  Gastrostcges  in  western  specimens  vary- 
ing in  number  from  1 57  to  1 83.  Urusteges  in  two  series  of 
from  44  to  57. 

The  head  is  pale  yellowish  brown  or  orange,  with  or 
without  a  definite  or  indistinct  large  dark  brown  blotch  on 
the  parietal  and  frontal  plates.  A  light  vinaceous  rufus, 
pink,  or  orange  band  extends  along  the  bock  from  the  occi- 
put to  the  tip  of  the  tail.  This  band  is  about  four  or  five 
scales  wide  on  the  body,  and  two  or  three  on  the  tail.  The 
scales  of  the  central  two  or  three  rows  usually  show  only 
very  faint  darker  markings,  but  those  of  the  more  lateral 
rows  are  marked  each  with  a  central  dash  of  dark  hair  brown, 
while  their  margins  are  whitish.  These  dark  dashes  there- 
fore appear  as  a  brown  line  along  the  middle  of  each  row 
of  scales,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  of  the  doml  rows, 
while  the  ground  color  is  reddish  or  pink  dorsally  and  white 
laterally.    The  reddish  donal  band  may  be  rendered  Um 
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distinct  by  the  presence  on  the  dorsal  scales  of  central  dark 
markings  similar  to  those  of  the  lateral  scales. 

Length  to  anus 132         270         322         340         371 

Length  of  tail 35  59  73  75  86 

Distribution. — Originally  described  from  Texas,  this 
little  snake  has  since  been  found  to  range  west  to  southeastern 
California  and  Lower  California. 

In  California,  it  has  been  taken  near  Heber,  Imperial 
County,  and  four  miles  north  of  Blythe  Junction,  San  Ber- 
nardino County. 

In  Arizona,  it  has  been  secured  at  Yuma,  Yuma  Coun- 
ty. The  National  Museum  is  said  to  have  specimens  from 
Kingman,  Prescott,  Phoenix,  and  the  Santa  Catalina  Moun- 
tains. 

In  Lower  California,  it  has  been  found  at  Santa  Rosalia. 

Habits. — ^Practically  unknown.  Camp  reports  a  speci- 
men found  on  June  8  at  six  P.  M.,  coiled  beside  a  stone  in 
front  of  a  hole,  into  which  it  abruptly  disappeared  when 
approached.  The  red  colors  were  conspicuous  in  the  living 
snake  from  the  moment  it  was  discovered.  This  specimen 
was  caught  on  a  rocky  hillside  at  an  elevation  of  1,500  feet, 
four  miles  north  of  Blythe  Junction. 

Genus  42.     Chilomeniscus 

ChUomeniscus  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1860,  p.  339  (type, 

siramineus) . 
Bergenia  Steindachner,  Voyage  of  the  Novara,  Vol.  V,  1876,  p.  92. 

The  body  is  stout  and  cylindrical,  with  short  tail,  and 
without  constriction  at  neck.  The  snout  protrudes  far  be- 
yond the  lower  jaw,  and  is  rounded,  greatly  depressed,  and 
pointed  in  profile.  The  internasal  is  merged  in  the  anterior 
nasal  which,  therefore,  extends  onto  the  top  of  the  snout. 
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There  it  a  iiiudl  posterior  nasal|  sometimes  merged  with 
the  anterior.  The  lortal  plate  normally  is  absent,  rarely 
present.  The  scales  are  in  1 3  rows,  smooth  and  with  apical 
pits.  The  anal  plate  is  divided,  and  the  urosteges  are  in  two 
series.  The  eye  is  small,  with  round  pupil.  Maxillary 
teeth  grooved,  the  last  two  larger. 

Our  three  snakes  of  this  genus  may  be  distinguished  by 
the  following. 

Synopsis  of  Species 
a. — Back  crossed  Ivy  a  scries  of  dark  bands  or  rings. 

b. — Scales  of  white  dorsal  area  without  central  dark  spots. 

C.  cinctus.— p.  169. 

b'. — Scales  of  dorsal  white  interspaces  each  with  a  central 

dark  spot. 

C.  punctatisttmiit.-^.872. 

a*. — No  transverse  dark  bands  or  rings;  brownish  or  yellow- 
ish with  brown  dots  on  individual  scales. 

C.  stramincua.-  p.  874. 

197.    Chilomentscus  cinctus  Cope 

Bandfo  Birrowinc;  Snake 

CktUmemistm  nmri^i  Corr,  Pnr    Aiail.  Nat.  Sci.  Phi)j  ,  iK6i,  p.   \c\ 

(rype  kicaiitv.  Guiyous,  Gulf  of  Calfomk,  Ifezko);  Corv. 

Bull.   I*.   S.   NaI.    Mu«  ,  Nil     I,    lH-(,  p.    )C;   YAftftom,   Bull.   V.  S. 

N«r.  Mut ,  Nil  :4,  immj,  p.  h*.;  Blu>i%«',  Wot  Amcr.  SKnti*t, 
V<J  III.  N..  24.  p  •#**.  Coir  Hull  r.  S  Njt  Mu* ,  N.,  u.  il»«r. 
p.  »2;  Curt    Rrpirt  l'   S  Njf   Muv  lur  iK^H,  i</.  ,  p  i^o;  Bft«»i»ir| 

Pnn  .Vad  Njf.  Sii  Philj  ,  ly  i,  p  He.  DirMAii.  Krpcilc  Bunk, 
iv^.  p  i^i;  Vam  l>i«ai«i.H  \  SiMi»i,  |»r,n  C*\  Aiatl  Vi. 
Srr.  4,  V..I  1,  i.^i  ;,  p  41  ,  (;aiH«iii  ^  C*«Mr,  I'niv  C'a!  PuM. 
'/jmA  ,  ViJ  I-,  V,  t  ,  |.,i-,  p  iM-  \\^  Dfiiii  ai.N  h  Sitviw, 
PriK  lal  Ara«i  Sti  .  Srr  4,  V..|  XI.  i.^:i,  pp  <2,  -<* 
CkiUmemntmi  epktppumi  Corr,  Pr.,      Acad    Naf    S*i    Phila  ,   |W*7,  p. 

vc  wyyr  l«i<alit>.  Owen's  Valley,  Califomia*;  l*>ii«.  Surv. 

W  i'*,fh  Mrrul,  Vnl  V.  iN-<.p  #.5(,pl  \V|||.  h^ci  1.  la;  Cori, 
Bull    r    S    Nat    Mui,  No    I,  i«-€,  p    ,{,  YAtaiiw.  Bull    IT.  S. 
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Nat,  Mus.)  No.  04,  1883,  p.  86;  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol. 

XIVy  1892,  p.  594;  BouLENGERy  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mus.,  Vol.  11, 

1^94)  P*  273;  ^AN  Denburgh,  Occas.  Papers  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.»  V, 

1^97)  P*  159;  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898  (1900),  p. 

950;  Brown,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1901,  p.  85;  Ditmars, 

Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  372;  Stejneger  &  Barbour,  Check  list 

N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  I9i7>  p.  93. 
Carphophis  cincia  Garman,  Mem.  Mus.  Compr.  Zool.,  Cambr.,  Vol. 

VIII,  No.  3,  1883,  pp.  100,  166. 
Chilomeniscus  stramineus  cinctus  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV, 

1892,  p.  594. 
Chilomeniscus  stramineus  Jasciatus  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol. 

XIV,  1892,  p.  595  (type  locality.  La  Paz,  Lower  California). 
Chilomeniscus  stramineus  Boulenger,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mus.,  Vol.  II, 

1894,  p.  273  (part). 
Chilomeniscus  Jasciatus  Van  Denburgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  2, 

Vol.  5,  1895,  P-  139;  MocQUARD,  Nouv.  Arch.  Mus.  Hist.  Nat., 

Ser.  4,  Vol.  I,  1899,  p.  317;  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  for 

1898,  1900,  p.  951;  Meek,  Field  Columbian  Mus.,  Zool.  Ser.,  Vol. 

VII,  No.  I,  1906,  p.  14;  Stejneger  &  Barbour,  Check  List  N. 

Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  191 7,  p.  94;  Nelson,  Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  Sci., 

Vol.  XVI,  1921,  pp.  114,  115. 

Description. — Head  rather  wide,  little  distinct  from  neck. 
Snout  rather  broad,  rounded,  greatly  depressed,  pointed  in 
profile.  Rostral  plate  very  large,  broad,  prominent,  exten- 
sively reverted  on  upper  surface  of  snout,  often  reaching 
prefrontals,  and  otherwise  bounded  behind  by  two  plates  on 
each  side  of  head,  these  being  a  large  plate,  corresponding 
to  the  intemasal  and  nasals  merged,  and  the  first  supralabial. 
Plates  on  top  of  head  are  the  naso-intemasals,  a  pair  of  pre- 
frontals, a  frontal,  supraocular  of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of 
rather  short  parietals.  Posterior  nasal  small,  sometimes 
merged  with  anterior  nasal  and  intemasal,  rarely  distinct. 
A  small  loreal  very  rarely  present,  normally  none.  One 
preocular.  Two  postoculars.  Temporals  one  followed  by 
one.  Supralabials  seven,  third  and  fourth  reaching  eye, 
second,  third  and  fourth  high.     Inferior  labials  usually 
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dght,  sometimes  nine,  seven  or  six,  second  smallest,  fourth 
or  fifth  largest,  first  pair  meeting  on  median  line.  Genials 
in  two  pairs,  posterior  much  snuUer.  Scales  on  body  smooth, 
in  13  rows.  Anal  plate  divided.  Gastrosteges  varying  in 
number  from  108  to  125.  Urosteges  in  two  series  of  from 
21  to  29. 

The  color  above  is  reddish  orange,  soon  fading  to  white 
in  alcohol,  crossed  by  black  or  dark  brown  bars,  bands  or 
rings.  These  dark  markings  may  or  may  not  reach  or  cross 
the  gastrosteges.  They  number  from  18  to  28  on  the  body 
and  from  three  to  five  on  the  tail.  On  the  tail  they  usually 
are  complete  rings.  The  interspaces  between  the  dark  mark- 
ings do  not  differ  much  from  the  dark  markings  in  measure- 
ment along  the  middorsal  line.  The  posterior  portion  of 
the  head  alxive,  including  the  parietal,  frontal  and  the  upper 
portions  of  the  posterior  supralabials  are  dark  brown  or  black. 
The  lower  surfaces  are  white;  where  not  involved  by  the 
dark  bars  or  rings. 

Lenfth  to  anui  104  2ii2  22S 

Lrngth  of  till  16  33  26 

Disirihuiion. — I'his  little  burrowing  snake  prolnbly  is 
confined  to  the  I^ower  Smoran  Zone.  It  has  l)ccn  secured 
in  California,  .Arizona,  and  Lower  California. 

In  California,  it  has  l)ccn  found  only  twice;  in  Owen's 
Valley,  Inyo  County,  and  near  Fort  Yuma,  Imperial  Coun- 
ty.   It  probably  occupies  most  of  the  intervening  desert  areas. 

In  Arizona,  it  is  fairly  common  in  I^ma  County  where 
it  has  been  collected  near  Tucvm,  in  the  fwithills  of  the 
Catalina  Mf»untaini,  and  in  the  Cabali  Mountains.  It  has 
been  secured  also  at  Cave  Creek,  Maricopa  County,  and  on 
the  Yuma  desert  near  Monument  200  of  the  Mexican 
Boundary,  and  six  mile^  west  of  Gila  Bend. 

In  Sonora,  it  has  been  secured  at  Cuaymas. 
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In  Lower  California,  it  has  been  taken  at  La  Paz  and 
Todos  Santos,  in  the  Cape  Region,  and,  farther  north,  on 
Magdalena  Island  and  at  Santa  Rosalia,  Mulege,  Ballenas 
Bay,  San  Fernando,  San  Quentin,  and  San  Antonio. 

Remarks. — One  specimen  from  Ventana  Canyon  in  the 
Catalina  Mountains,  Pima  County,  Arizona,  has  a  well 
developed  loreal  on  each  side  of  the  head,  but  in  other 
respects  is  quite  typical.  The  prefrontal  plate  may  or  may 
not  reach  the  labials.  The  daiic  dorsal  markings  may  not 
extend  down  to  the  gastrosteges,  may  involve  them  slightly, 
or  may  cross  them  as  complete  rings.  For  these  reasons  I 
am  unable  to  recognize  C.  ephippicus  and  C.  fasciatus  as  dis- 
tinct from  C.  cinctus. 

Habits. — ^Almost  nothing  has  been  recorded  regarding 
the  habits  of  this  little  snake.  It  is  said  to  burrow  in  the 
ground  and  live  on  the  larvae  of  ants. 

198.  Chilomeniscus  punctatissimiis 

Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin 

Island  Burrowing  Snake 

Chilotneniscus  punctatissimus  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad. 
Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  XI,  No.  6,  1921,  p.  98  (type  locality,  Isla  Pallida, 
Espiritu  Santo  Island,  Gulf  of  California,  Mexico). 

Description. — Head  rather  wide,  little  distinct  from 
neck.  Snout  rather  broad,  rounded,  greatly  depressed,  point- 
ed in  profile.  Rostral  plate  very  large,  broad,  prominent, 
extensively  reverted  on  upper  surface  of  snout,  bounded 
behind  by  two  plates  on  each  side  of  head,  these  being  a 
large  plate,  corresponding  to  the  intemasal  and  nasals 
merged,  and  the  first  supralabial.  Plates  on  top  of  head  are 
the  naso-internasals,  a  pair  of  prefrontals,  a  frontal,  supra- 
ocular of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of  rather  short  parietals.  Post- 
erior nasal  small.    No  loreal.    One  preocular.    Two  post- 
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oculars.  Temporals  one  followed  by  one.  Supralabials 
teven,  third  and  fourth  reaching  eye,  second,  third  and  fourth 
high.  Inferior  labials  eight,  second  smallest,  fourth  largest, 
firtf  pair  meeting  on  median  line.  Genials  in  two  pairs. 
Posterior  much  smaller.  Scales  on  body  smooth,  in  13  rows. 
Anal  plate  divided.  Gastrosteges  121.  Urosteges  23,  in 
two  series. 

The  color  above  is  creamy  white,  crossed  by  dark  brown 
bands,  mo^t  of  which  are  edged  with  black.  These  dark 
markings  extend  onto  the  tips  of  the  gastrosteges.  They 
number  ^2  on  the  body  and  seven  on  the  tail.  The  dark 
markings  on  the  upper  surface  of  the  tail  are  as  distinct  ^s 
on  the  body.  On  the  lower  surface  of  the  tail  very  faint 
continuations  of  the  dark  markings  complete  the  rings.  The 
intenpaces  between  the  dark  bands  do  not  differ  much  from 
the  dark  markings  in  measurement  along  the  middorsal  line. 
These  interspaces  are  white,  each  scale  marked  with  a  central 
spot  of  grayish  brown.  The  posterior  portion  of  the  upper 
surface  and  sides  of  the  head,  including  the  parietal,  the 
posterior  tip  of  the  frontal,  the  oculars,  and  most  of  the 
supralabials  are  blackish  l>rown.  The  lower  surfaces  are 
white  except  where  the  dark  bars  involve  the  tips  of  the 
gastrosteges,  or  appear  faintly  on  the  urosteges. 

Lrnitth  lo  anyi  1)8 
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R^msrAs. — This  little  snake  resembles  C.  cimius^  but 
lacks  the  reddish  orani^  dorsal  suffusion  seen  in  that  species, 
and  the  white  cross-bands,  instead  of  being  unnurked,  have 
each  scale  spotted  centrally  with  dark  brown. 

tyistrihntion. — This  species  is  known  from  ooit  specimen 
serurrd  on  Isla  Partidt,  Kspiritu  Santo  Island,  Gulf  of  Cali- 
fornia, Mexico. 
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199.     Chilomeniscus  stramineiis  (Cope) 
Dotted  Burrowing  Snake 

Chilomeniscus  stramineus  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  i86o»  p.  339 

(type  locality,  Cape  St  Lucas,  Lower  California,  Meidco); 
Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1861,  p.  302;  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S, 
Nat.  Mus.,  No.  i,  1875,  pp.  2Sy  9^;  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus., 
No.  04, 1883,  pp.  13,  86;  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  31, 1887, 
p.  81;  Beldino,  West.  Amcr.  Scientist,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  04,  p.  98; 
Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1891,  p.  594  (part);  Bou- 
lenoer.  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mus.,  Vol.  II,  1894,  p.  573  (part);  Van 
Denburoh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  2,  Vol.  5,  1895,  p.  138; 
MocQUARD,  Nouv.  Arch.  Mus.  Hist.  Nat.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  i,  1899, 
p.  316;  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900,  p.  949;  Stej- 
NEGER  &  Barbour,  Check  List  N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  1917, 
p.  94,  Van  Denburoh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4, 
Vol.  XI,  1921,  p.  52;  Nelson,  Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  XVI, 
1 92 1,  pp.  114,  115;  Terron,  Mem.  y  Rev.  Soc.  Cient.  Antonio 
Alzate,  Vol.  39,  1921,  p.  164. 

Carphophis  straminea  Garman,  Mem.  Mus.  Compr.  Zool.,  Cambr., 
Vol.  VIII,  No.  3,  1883,  pp.  99,  166;  Garaian,  Bull.  Essex  Inst., 
Vol.  XVI,  No.  I,  p.  32. 

Chilomeniscus  stramineus  stramineus  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus., 
Vol.  XIV,  1902,  p.  595. 

Description. — ^Hcad  rather  wide,  little  distinct  from 
neck.  Snout  broad,  rounded,  greatly  depressed,  pointed  in 
profile.  Rostral  plate  very  large,  broad,  prominent,  exten- 
sively reverted  on  upper  surface  of  snout,  usually  not  reach- 
ing prefrontals,  bounded  behind  by  the  first  supralabial  and 
a  large  plate  corresponding  to  the  internasal  and  nasals 
merged.  Plates  on  top  of  head  are  the  naso-intemasals,  a 
pair  of  prefrontals,  a  frontal,  supraocular  of  each  side,  and 
a  pair  of  rather  small  parietals.  Posterior  nasal  small,  some- 
times merged  with  anterior  nasal  and  internasal.  No  loreal. 
One  preocular.  Two  postoculars.  Temporals  one  followed 
by  one  or  two.  Supralabials  seven,  third  and  fourth  reach- 
ing eye.     Inferior  labials  usually  eight,  sometimes  seven, 
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fourth  often  largest,  first  pair  meeting  on  median  line. 
Genials  in  two  pairs,  posterior  much  smaller.  Scales  on  body 
smooth,  in  1 3  rows.  Anal  plate  divided.  Gastrosteges  vary- 
ing in  number  from  II 2  to  1 1 7.  Urosteges in  two  series  of 
from  2 1  to  26. 

The  top  of  the  head  is  grayish  dotted  with  brown. 
The  ground  color  of  the  upper  surfaces  of  the  body  and 
tail  in  adult  specimens  varies  from  bmwnish  drab  to  bright 
yellowish  cinnamon.  It  is  cream  buff  in  a  younger  individual. 
Dark  brown  spots  are  present  near  the  tips  of  the  scales  in 
all  specimens,  but  do  not  appear  upon  the  first  row  of  scales. 
They  are  present  rarely  upon  the  scales  of  the  second  row, 
but  constantly  upon  those  of  the  third.  The  first,  second 
and  half  of  the  third  rows  of  scales  are  yellowish  white  or 
straw-color,  as  are  also  the  gastrosteges. 
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Distribuiion. — This  beautiful  little  snake  has  been  found 
only  in  the  southern  part  of  I^wer  California.  It  has  been 
collected  at  Cape  San  Lucas,  San  Jose  del  Calw,  Miraflores, 
San  Marche,  and  I^  Paz. 

Genus  43.     Tantilla 

TmtUU  Baibd  k  GiftAftD,  Of.  N.  Amcr.  IUpc.»  Pt.  I.  Scrp.,  I8SI.  p.  Ill 

(type,  roTDMM). 
Hom^ofrmiom  DvmimtL.  Men.  Ac.  Sci.  Parii,  V«>1.  XXlll.  18f  I,  p.  490. 

The  body  is  very  slender,  with  tail  of  moderate  length 
and  no  constriction  at  neck.  The  snout  protrudes  a  little 
beyond  the  lower  jaw.  The  head  is  very  low,  and  very 
fbt  abo%'e.  Its  plates  are  normal,  except  that  there  is  no 
loreal.  One  preocular  and  one  or  two  posloculan  are 
present.    The  scales  are  smooth,  arranged  in  15  (or  13) 
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ronrs.    The  axnl  jJate  is  divided,  and  the  imatcges  are 
two  series.    The  eye  is  vnall,  irith  romid  pi^aL 


Key  to  the  Species  of  Taktilla 
a. — Gastrost^es  more  than  165. 


T.  eboiL— fLt76L 

a*. — Gastrost^es  fewer  than  160. 

b. — Nuchal  light  collar  crossing  behind  the  parieui  plates; 

gastrosteges  135  to  148. 

c. — Nuchal  collar  one  to  three  rows  of  scales  behind  the 

parietal  plates. 

T.  nigriccps-    p-  t7i. 

c\ — Nuchal  collar  on  azth  and  seventh  raws  of  scales 

behind  the  parietals. 

T.  pUnkcpa. — p.  110. 

b'. — Nuchal  light  collar  involving  the  parietal  plates; 

gastrosteges  148  to  157. 

T.  wikoxL — p.  182. 

200.    Tantilla  eiseni  Stejn^er 

California  Tantilla 

Plate  97 

Tantilla  nigriceps  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.»  No.  24,  1883,  p.  85 
(part);  Cope,  Rqx>rt  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898, 1900,  p.  1113  (part); 

Tantilla  eiseni  Stbjneoer,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XVIII,  1896, 
p.  117  (type  locality,  Fresno,  California);  Van  Dbnburoh, 
Occas.  Papers  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  V,  1897,  p.  177;  Brown,  Plroc.  Acad. 
Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  i5K>i>  p-  93;  Ditmars,  Rq>tile  Book,  1907,  p.  391; 
Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  Ill, 
19M1  p«  424;  RuTHLiNG,  Copcia,  No.  15,  1915;  Grinnell  &  Camp, 
Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  17,  No.  10,  1917,  p.  194;  Stbjnbobr 
&  Barbour,  Check  List  N.  Amer.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  105;  Stephens, 
Copeia,  No.  54,  191 8,  p.  34;  Stephens,  Trans.  San  Diego  Soc. 
Nat.  Hist.,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  4,  1921,  p.  6$;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin, 
Pr(K.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1921,  p.  52. 
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D0scripiion. — Head  rounded  in  outline,  very  flat  above 
rather  broad  across  temporal  region,  but  little  distinct  from 
neck.  Eyes  small.  Rostral  rather  large,  broader  than  high, 
and  bounded  behind  by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal,  and  flrst 
labial  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a  pair  of  small  inter- 
nasals,  a  pair  of  prefrontals  which  are  nearly  twice  as  large, 
a  frontal,  the  supraocular  of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of  long 
parietals.  Posterior  nasal  in  contact  with  prcocular.  No 
loreal.  One  preocular.  Two  postoculars.  Temporals  elong- 
ate, 1  +  1  or  1+2.  Supralabials  seven,  the  last  largest,  the 
third  and  fourth  reaching  eye.  Infralabials  seven  or  rarely 
six,  the  first  pair  not  meeting  on  the  midline.  Scales  smooth, 
in  15  rows.  Anal  plate  divided.  Gastrosteges  varying  in 
number  from  167  to  181.  Urosteges  in  two  series  of  from 
Si  to  68. 

The  ground  color  is  pale  brownish  gray  or  grayish  brown, 
above,  the  edges  of  the  scales  being  lighter.  The  top  and 
sides  of  the  head  and  the  neck  for  a  distance  of  about  two 
or  three  scale-lengths  behind  the  parietal  plates  is  dark 
grayish  or  blackish  brown.  Behind  this  area  a  narrow  whitish 
transverse  band  or  collar  about  one  scale  wide  crosses  the 
nape.  This  nuy  be  bordered  behind  by  a  few  dark  dots. 
The  labials  and  lower  surfaces  of  the  head  and  neck  are 
grayish  white.  The  rest  of  the  lower  surfaces  arc  coral  red, 
fading  to  grayish  white  in  alcohol. 

LfiiftJl  to  MM  .   .207         21)         2S6         211 
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Diiirihmiian. — Seven  specimens  of  this  little  snake  were 
collected  by  Dr.  Gustav  Kisen  near  Fresno,  Fresno  County, 
California,  in  1879.  It  has  since  been  taken  near  Mohave, 
Kern  County,  Los  Angeles,  I^os  Angeles  County,  and  Witch 
Creek  and  Campo  in  San  Diego  County.    Witch  Creek  is  on 


878  13.    COLUBRIDJE 


the  western  slope  of  the  Cuyamaca  Mountains  at  an  altitude 
of  2,800  feet  and  in  the  Upper  Sonoran  Zone. 

Remarks. — Tantilla  eiseni  has  more  gastrosteges  than 
any  other  of  our  species  of  Tatuilla.  It  differs  from  T. 
flanicefs  and  T.  wilcoxi  in  the  position  of  the  white  collar. 

Habits. — ^Almost  nothing  is  known  regarding  the  habits 
of  this  snake.  One  was  found  by  Mr.  Frank  Stephens  in 
the  fireplace  of  his  home  at  Witch  Creek.  He  says  it  prob- 
ably had  worked  its  way  up  along  the  brick  foundation  of 
the  fireplace  during  the  night. 

201.    Tantilla  nigriceps  Kennicott 
SoNORAN  Tantilla 

Tantilla  nigriceps  Kennicott,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1860,  p.  328 

(type  locality,  Fort  Bliss,  New  Mezico,  and  Indianola  to 
Nueces,  Texas);  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  i,  1875,  P*  2S\ 
Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  No.  24,  1883,  p.  85  (part);  Gar- 
man,  Mem.  Mus.  Compr.  Zool.,  Vol.  VIII,  No.  3,  1883,  p.  88; 
Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1892,  p.  S98;  Cockerell, 
American  Naturalist,  Vol.  XXX,  April,  1896,  p.  326;  Mc  Lain, 
Critical  Notes,  1899,  p.  11;  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for 
1898,  1900,  p.  1 1 13  (part);  Brown,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila., 
1 901,  p.  93;  Brown,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1903,  p.  551; 
Branson,  Kansas  Univ.  Sci.  Bull.,  Vol.  II,  No.  13,  1904,  p.  414, 
Ag*  22\  Cragin,  Trans,  Kansas  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  VII,  reprint,  1906, 
p.  118;  DiTMARS,  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  391;  Elus  &  Henderson, 
Univ.  Colorado  Studies,  Vol.  X,  No.  2,  1913,  p.  106,  pi.  VII,  fig. 
34;  Van  Denburoh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol. 
3>  19139  P*  4^3;  Ellis  &  Henderson,  Univ.  Colorado  Bull., 
Vol.  XV,  No.  6,  191 5,  p.  263. 

Scolecophis  fumiceps  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  i860,  p.  371. 

Homalocranion  planiceps  Boulenoer,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mus.,  Vol.  Ill, 
1896,  p.  226  (part). 

Tantilla  planiceps  Stejneobr  &  Barbour,  Check  List  N.  Amer.  Amph. 

y     Rcpt.,  1917,  p.  105  (part). 

Description. — ^Head  rounded  in  outline,  very  flat  above, 
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rather  brood  across  tempond  region,  little  distinct  from  neck. 
Eye  small.  Rostral  rather  large,  broader  than  high,  and 
bounded  behind  by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal  and  first  labial 
plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a  pair  of  small  intemasals, 
a  pair  of  prefrontals,  a  frontal,  the  supraocular  of  each  side, 
and  a  pair  of  parietals.  Posterior  nasal  in  contact  with  pre- 
ocular.  No  1  o  r  e  a  1.  One  preocular.  Two,  or  rarely 
one,  postoculars.  Temporals  elongate,  1  + 1 .  Supra- 
labials  seven,  the  last  largest,  the  third  and  fourth 
reaching  eye.  Infralabials  seven,  the  first  pair  not  meeting 
on  the  midline.  Anterior  genials  longer  than  posterior. 
Scales  smooth,  in  15  rows.  Anal  divided.  Gastrosteges 
varj'ing  in  number  from  135  to  148.  Urosteges  in  two 
series  of  from  5 1  to  64. 

The  general  color  above  is  pale  brownish  or  yellowish 
gray,  unicolor.  The  upper  surface  of  the  head  is  dark 
brownish  gray  becoming  blackish  brown  posteriorly.  All  of 
the  specimens  show  a  more  or  less  well  marked  whitish  nuchal 
collar  from  one  to  three  rows  of  scales  behind  the  parietals. 
This  collar  is  from  one  to  one  and  a  half  rows  of  scales 
wide  and  is  not  edged  with  darker  posteriorly.  The  lower 
surfaces  are  coral  red,  becoming  grayish  white  in  alcohol. 
In  a  living  specimen  the  upper  surfaces,  except  of  the 
head,  were  unia>lor,  light  yellowish  hair-brown  or  brownish 
straw.  The  upper  surface  of  the  head  was  dark  olive,  be- 
coming blackish  brown  posteriorly.  The  labials,  lower  sur- 
face of  head,  and  neck  to  the  sixth  gastrostege,  the  tips  of 
all  the  gastrosteges,  and  two  or  three  rows  of  lateral  scales 
on  each  side,  were  grapsh  white.  The  rest  of  the  lower 
surfaces  from  the  sixth  gastrostege  to  the  tip  of  the  tail  were 
bright  coral  red. 
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Distribution. — ^This  beautiful  little  snake  ranges  from 

Kansas  and  Texas  west  to  Arizona.    In  the  latter  state  it  has 

been  taken  in  Pima  County,  where  we  found  it  under  stones 

on  the  banks  of  the  Santa  Cniz  River  near  Tucson,  and  in 

Ventana  Canyon  near  the  base  of  the  Catalina  Mountains. 

McLain  records  a  specimen  taken  in  the  mountains  near 

Tempe,  Maricopa  County. 

I  have  received  a  specimen  from  St.  George,  Washing- 
ton County,  Utah. 

Remarks. — ^This  Tantilla  is  readily  distinguished  from 
the  Calif omian  T.  eiseni  by  its  fewer  gastrosteges  (135  to 
148  as  against  167  to  181).  Tantilla  pUmceps  of  Lower 
California  has  only  138  to  140  gastrosteges,  but  its  nuchal 
collar  is  on  the  sixth  and  seventh  rows  of  scales  behind  the 
parietals.  T.  wilcoxi  has  a  larger  number  of  jgastrosteges 
( 148  to  1 57)  and  the  white  collar  crosses  the  parietals. 

202.     Tantilla  planiceps  (Blainville) 
Lower  California  Tantilla 

Coluber  planiceps  Blainville,  Nouv.  Ann.  Mus.  Hist.  Nat.,  Vol.  IV, 
1835,  p.  294,  pi.  27,  figs.  3-3b  (type  locality,  California);  Baird  & 
GiRARD,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rept.,  Pt.  I,  Serpents,  1853,  ?•  I54* 

Homalocranion  planiceps  Dum^ril,  Mem.  Acad.  Sci.  Paris,  Vol.  XXIII, 
18S2,  p.  490;  Dumeril  et  Bibron,  Erpetologie  Generale,  Vol. 
VII,  1854,  p.  857;  Jan,  Arch.  Zool.  Anat.  Phys.,  Vol.  II,  1862, 
pp.  51,  55;  jAN,Elenco  syst.  degli  Ofidi,  1863,  p.  40;  Jan  &  Sordelu, 
Iconogr.  gen^r.  des  Opkid.,  ISe  livr.,  1866,  pi.  II,  fig.  2;  Bocourt, 
Miss.  Sci.  Mex.,  1883,  p.  581,  pi.  XXXVI,  figs.  7-7d;  Boulenosr, 
Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mus.,  Vol.  Ill,  1896,  p.  226  (part);  Mocquard, 
Nouv.  Arch.  Mus.  Hist.  Nat.,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  i,  1899,  p.  316. 

Tantilla  planiceps  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1861,  p.  74;  Cope, 
Journ.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1875,  p.  143;  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S. 
Nat.  Mus.,  No.  24,  1883,  PP*  i3>  ^SO'^  Carman,  Mem.  Mus.  Compr. 
Zool.  Cambr.,  Vol.  VIII,  No.  3,  1883,  pp.  89,  163;  Carman,  Bull. 
Essex  Inst.,  Vol.  XVI,  1884,  p.  31;  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus., 
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No.  33,  1887,  p.  84;  Core,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XI  V\  1892, 
P-  598;  Van  DcNBUftCN,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.»  Ser.  3,  Vol.  5,  1895, 
p.  I40;  Van  DcNBt'ftCN,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  3,  Vol.  5,  1896, 
p.  1008;  Coriy  Kefort  U.  S.  Nar.  Mun.  for  1898,  19C0,  p.  iii.i; 
Van  DcNBuaoN  Ac  Slbvin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Set.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  j, 
I9i3»  P-  4Ht  Stbjnbobb  8c  Babboum,  Check  List  N.  Amcr.  Amph. 
Rq>t.9  1917,  p.  105  (parr);  Van  Denbi'rch  8c  Slcvin.  Proc.  Cal. 
Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1931,  p.  53;  Nelson,  Mem.  Nar.  .Acad. 
Sci.,  Vol.  XVI,  1931,  pp.  114,  115;  Temron,  Mem.  y  Rev.  Soc. 
Cicnt.  Antonio  Alxate,  Vol.  39,  1931,  p.  164. 

Descrifiiom. — Head  rounded  in  outline,  very  flat  above 
and  rather  brood  across  temporal  regions,  but  little  distinct 
from  neck.  Eye  small.  Snout  prolonged  beyond  the  lower 
jaw.  Rostral  rather  large  and  somewhat  rccur\'ed  on  top 
of  snout,  bounded  behind  by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal,  and 
fint  labial  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a  pair  of  small 
intemasals,  a  pair  of  prefrontals,  a  frontal,  the  supraocular 
of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of  parietals.  Posterior  nasal  united 
with  anterior  al)ove  nostril,  usually  in  contact  with  prccxrular. 
No  loreal.  One  preocular.  Two  or  rarely  one,  postoculars. 
Temporals  elongate,  1  f  I .  Supralabials  seven,  the  last 
largest,  the  third  and  fourth  reaching  eye.  Infralalnals  six, 
or  seven,  the  flr^t  pair  in  contact  on  the  midline.  Scales 
smcMith,  in  15  rows.  Anal  divided,  (tastnisteges  var>'ing  in 
numlicr  fmm  1.^8  to  141.  IVostege^  in  two  series  of  from 
49  to  61. 

The  top  of  the  head,  the  temporal  regions,  and  the  first 
five  tran^vcr^  rows  of  scales  on  the  neck  arc  Ivniwn,  chang- 
ing gradually  from  hair  l>rown  on  the  snout  to  deep  clove 
brown  posteriorly.  On  the  sixth  and  seventh  rows  of  scales 
of  the  neck  is  a  transvenc  whitish  collar  about  as  wide  as 
the  length  of  one  scale.  The  rest  of  the  upper  surface  is 
light  brucculi  bruwn,  slightly  vinaceous  on  the  tail.  The 
potfferior  thrtc- fourths  of  the  ventral  surface  are  coral  red, 


882  13.    COLUBRIDX 


162 

167 

187 

188 

193 

S8 

S7 

64 

63 

67 

brightest  just  in  front  of  the  anus.  One  specimen  had  the 
entire  lower  surface  coral  red,  becoming  grayish  or  yellow- 
ish white  in  alcohol. 

Length  to  anus 161 

Length  of  uil S8 

Distribution. — ^This  species  is  known  only  from  Lower 
California,  Mexico,  where  it  has  been  collected  in  the  Cape 
Region  near  San  Jose  del  Cabo  and  in  the  Sierra  de  la  La- 
guna.  It  also  has  been  taken  north  of  the  Cape  Region  near 
Santa  Rosalia  and  San  Ignacio. 

Remarks. — Tantilla  planiceps  resembles  T.  nigriceps  in 
the  number  of  its  gastrosteges,  but  its  nuchal  collar  is  placed 
farther  from  the  parietal  plates. 

Habits. — Mocquard  states:  "Cet  ophidien  vit  dans  le  sol, 
ou  on  le  rencontre  surtout  en  pratiquant  des  terrassements." 

203.    Tantilla  wilcoxi  Stejneger 
Arizona  Tantilla 

Tantilla  nigriceps  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900,  p.  1113 
(part). 

Tantilla  coronata  Van  Denburgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  2,  Vol.  6, 
1 896,  p.  346. 

Tantilla  wilcoxi  Stejneger,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XXV,  1902, 
p.  156  (type  locality.  Fort  Huachuca,  Arizona);  Van  Denburgh 
&  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  3,  191 3,  p.  424;  Stej- 
neger &  Barbour,  Check  List  N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  1917, 
p.  107. 

Description. — Head  rounded  in  outline,  very  flat  above, 
rather  broad  across  temporal  region,  but  little  distinct  from 
neck.  Eye  moderate.  Rostral  rather  large,  broader  than 
high,  and  bounded  behind  by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal,  and 
first  labial  plates.    Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a  pair  of  small 
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internanlti  a  pair  of  prefrontals,  a  frontal,  the  tupraocular 
of  each  tide,  and  a  pair  of  parietali.  Posterior  nasal  in  con* 
tact  with  preocular.  No  loreal.  One  preocular.  Two  post- 
oculars.  Temporals  elongate,  1  + 1 .  Supralabials  seven,  the 
last  largest,  the  third  and  fourth  reaching  eye.  Infralabials 
seven  or  six,  the  first  pair  not,  or  but  just  meeting  on  the 
midline.  Anterior  genials  elongate,  posterior  much  shorter. 
Scales  smooth,  in  fifteen  rows.  Anal  divided.  Gastrosteges 
varying  in  number  from  148  to  157.  Urostegcs  in  two 
series  of  about  58. 

The  general  color  above  is  pale  brownish  gray  or  hair 
brown.  The  top  and  sides  of  the  head  are  dark  brownish 
gray  or  slate,  the  labials  being  light  in  color.  A  whitish 
transvene  collar  crosses  the  nape,  involving  the  posterior 
portion  of  the  parietals  and  about  two  rows  of  scales  on  the 
neck.  It  is  about  as  wide  as  the  length  of  two  or  three 
scales,  and  is  bordered  behind  by  a  dark  band  of  brownish 
gray  about  the  width  of  one  or  one  and  a  half  scales,  and 
may  be  ed^cd  with  dark  bruwn  anteriorly.  The  color  below 
is  coral  red,  becoming  grayish  white  in  alcohol. 

Unrih  li>  Mim  144  21S  264 

Unflh  of  uil  ^6+        SI 

Distnhuiion. — This  snake  is  known  only  from  three 
specimens  frum  the  Huachuca  Mountains,  Cochise  County, 
and  one  from  Mowr>,  I^itagonia  Mountains,  Santa  Cruz 
County,  Arizona. 

Remsfki. — Nothing  is  known  regarding  the  habits  of 
this  snake.  The  single  specimen  in  the  collection  of  the 
California  Academy  of  Sciences  was  removed  from  the 
stomach  of  a  DUdophu  rej^slii  ought  in  Ramsey  Canyon 
late  in  the  afternoon  of  July  29,  1912.  This  snake  may  be 
distinguished  from  the  other  memlicn  of  the  genus  which 
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occur  within  the  area  under  consideration  by  the  niunber  of 
its  gastrosteges  and  the  position  of  the  light  nuchal  collar. 
The  gastrosteges  are  more  numerous  than  in  T.  mgticefs 
and  r.  plankeps  but  fewer  than  in  T.  eisem.  The  collar 
does  not  involve  the  parietal  plates  in  any  of  those  species. 

Genus  44.    Trimorphodon 

Trimorfhodon  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1861,  p.  297  (type, 
T.  lyrofhafus)\  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900, 
p.  1101. 

The  body  is  not  much  elongate,  with  tail  of  moderate 
length.  The  head  is  wide,  more  or  less  triangular,  and  very 
distinct  from  the  slender  neck.  The  snout  is  more  or  less 
truncate.  The  head  plates  are  normal.  The  nasals  are 
distinct.  There  are  two  loreals,  one  in  front  of  the  other. 
The  preoculars  and  temporals  are  numerous.  The  scales 
are  smooth,  in  20  to  27  rows  5  often  in  an  even  number. 
Posterior  maxillary  tooth  elongate,  grooved}  anterior  teeth 
elongate}  intermediate  teeth  shorter.  The  eye  is  large  with 
vertically  elliptic  pupil. 

This  genus  includes  a  number  of  Mexican  species,  only 
one  of  which  occurs  within  our  geographic  limits. 

204.    Trimorphodon  lyrophanes  Cope 

Lyre  Snake 

Lycodon  lyrophanes  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  i860,  p.  343 

(type  locality,  Cape  St.  LucaSi  Lower  California). 

Tr'.morphodon  lyrophanes  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1861, 
p.  297;  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  1,  1875,  P-  3^;  Yarrow, 
Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  24,  1883,  pp.  15,  98;  Cope,  Proc.  Amcr. 
Philos.  Soc.,  1886,  p.  286;  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  32, 
1887,  p.  68;  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1892,  p.  679; 
Van  Denburgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  2,  Vol.  5,  1895,  P*  ^555 
MocQUARD,  Nouv.  Arch.  Mus.  Hist.  Nat.,  Paris,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  I, 
1899,  P*  Z2P\  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900,  p.  1102; 
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Brown,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1901,  p.  91;  STijNBOCft, 
Prtic.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  Vol.  XXV,  190a,  p.  157;  MocquAKo,  Mita. 
.Sci.  au  Mc«k|iie,  Pt.  Ill,  Rrpt.,  1908,  p.  909,  pt.  74,  6g.  I,  la-b; 
DiTMAM,  Rq>tilc  Bciok,  1907,  p.  JI9;  Van  DftNBVftcN  &  Slivin, 
PitK.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  j,  191  j,  p.  4IJ;  STijNCCftft  h 
BAaaovft,  Check  List  N.  Amcr.  Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  104;  Va« 
UiMBvacN  tt  Slbvim,  Pruc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1911, 
PP-  5^*  T^i  NcLaoM,  Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  XVI,  1921,  pp.  114, 
■■J. 

Description, — Head  vety  distinct  from  neck,  the  tem- 
poral regions  being  swollen.  Snout  rather  short,  rounded, 
somewhat  projecting.  Rostral  plate  large,  broader  than 
high|  bounded  behind  by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal  and  first 
labial  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a  pair  of  intemasals, 
a  pair  of  prefrontals,  a  frontal,  supraocular  of  each  side,  and 
a  pair  of  rather  short  parietals.  Two  lorrals  placed  one  in 
front  of  the  other.  Often  a  snuU  subloreal  in  the  notch 
between  the  second  and  third  suprelabials,  below  the  poster- 
ior lorcal,  and  in  front  of  the  inferior  preoculars.  Preocu- 
lars  three  or  two.  Pcvstoculars  three.  Temporals  normally 
three  followed  by  four,  sometin^s  2+3.  Usually  nine 
(rarely  seven)  superior  labials,  the  sixth  or  seventh  largest, 
the  fourth  and  fifth  reaching  eye.  About  12  (sometimes  10 
or  1 1 )  inferior  labials,  the  first  pair  meeting  on  the  median 
line.  Genials  in  two  piirs,  the  anterior  much  larger.  Scales 
on  body  smooth,  in  20,  21,  22,  or  23  rows.  Anal  plate 
divided.  Gastrosteges  varying  in  number  at  least  from  231 
to  2 16.    Urutteges  in  two  series  of  about  70  to  74. 

The  ground  color  above  is  gray.  The  head  is  crowed 
by  a  more  or  less  indistinct  grayish  band  which  involves  the 
anterior  part  of  the  prefronuls.  The  posterior  half  of  these 
plates  and  the  anterior  portion  of  the  supraoculars  are  crowed 
by  a  brown  hand  with  very  concave  posterior  border.  This 
hand  is  continued  upon  the  inferior  postocular  and  the  sixth 
tupnlabiaL   A  broad  hnd  begins  on  each  side  of  the  center 
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of  the  frontal  plate,  crosses  the  supraocular  and  parietal 
plates,  passes  out  over  the  temporal  region,  and  becomes 
narrower  and  parallel  with  its  fellow  upon  the  neck*  On  the 
parietal  plates  is  a  brown  spot,  elongated  posteriorly.  The 
dorsal  region  is  occupied  by  a  series  of  dark  brown,  paired 
blotches,  of  which  there  are  from  21  to  28  between  the  head 
and  anus.  There  is  an  irregular  series  of  dark  lateral  spots, 
alternating,  and  sometimes  confluent,  with  the  dorsal 
blotches.  Anteriorly  these  lateral  spots  may  form  a  narrow 
interrupted  band.  There  are  nine  or  10  confluent  pairs  of 
dark  spots  on  the  upper  surface  of  the  tail.  The  entire 
lower  surface  is  whitish,  except  that  a  series  of  spots  involves 
the  tips  of  certain  of  the  gastrosteges,  the  spotted  scutes  be- 
ing separated  by  from  two  to  five  unmarked  ones. 

Length  to  anus S88         S88         600         835 

Length  of  uil 110         108         110         1S5 

Distribution. — ^This  species  of  Trimorphodon  has  been 
found  only  in  southern  Arizona  and  in  Lower  California. 
In  Arizona,  it  has  been  secured  in  the  Cayetano  Mountains 
near  Calabasas  and  at  Fort  Buchanan,  Santa  Cruz  County, 
at  Fort  Huachuca,  Cochise  County,  and  in  the  Tucson  Range 
and  near  Rosemont,  Pima  County.  Lower  Califomian 
specimens  have  been  collected  at  Cape  San  Lucas,  La  Paz, 
San  Jose  del  Cabo,  Sierra  San  Lazaro^  Santa  Anita,  and 
Santa  Rosalia. 

Refnarks. — ^Professor  Cope  described  the  teeth  as  fol- 
lows: 

Seven  teeth  upon  the  superior  maxillary  bone,  of  which 
one  posterior  is  elongate  and  grooved,  three  central,  small 
and  recurved,  and  three  anterior,  very  long,  the  first  longest 
and  least  recurved.  The  central  three  are  not  separated 
from  those  anterior  and  posterior  to  them  by  spaces  wider 
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UuA  thoit  exifdag  between  themtelvet.  Ptladfie  teeth  wCy 
the  anterior  three  the  longest,  all  longer  than  the  pterygoida. 
The  three  anterior  mandibular  teeth  longer  and  more  widely 
spaced  than  the  posterior. 

HMu. — Nothing  is  known  of  the  habits  of  this  snake* 
A  specimen  which  I  kept  alive  for  a  time  was  very  pugna- 
cious and  would  strike  wildly  when  anyone  approached  its 
cage.  A  large  female  secured  at  San  Jose  del  CabO|  March 
16,  1892|  contained  eggs  which  measured  9x21  mnu  One 
of  these  snakes  was  found  in  the  thatched  roof  of  a  house, 
at  San  Jose  del  Cabo,  late  in  the  afternoon  as  it  crawled 
over  the  rafters. 

FamUy  14.    ELAPIDiC 

The  snakes  of  this  family  are  similar  in  appearance  to 
those  of  the  Colmhrid^^  from  which,  however,  they  differ 
by  their  possesion  of  a  well  developed  poison  apparatus. 
The  poison  fangs  are  situated,  on  the  maxillary  bone,  near 
the  front  of  the  mouth,  and  are  so  folded  as  to  form  a  tube 
for  the  conduction  of  the  venom  into  the  wound.  This 
apparatus  they  have  in  common  with  the  closely  related  sea- 
snakes  of  the  family  HyJruUt.  With  the  latter  highly 
specialiyed  family  they  form  the  group  Prot^roilyfks. 

The  Elsfid^  occur  in  Africa,  Asia,  Australia,  and  both 
Americas.  The  family  includes  the  most  deadly  of  all 
serpents,  such  as  the  cobra  and  its  relatives.  Many  spedea 
are  said  to  be  viviparous.   Only  one  genus  oocura  in  America. 
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Genus  45.     Micrurus 

EJiaps  Schneider,  Hist.  Amphib.,  Vol.  11,  i8oi,p.  289  (part);  GOiithbr, 
PhK.  Zool.  Soc.  London,  1859,  p.  48;  Boulenoer,  Cat.  Snakes 
Brit.  Mus.,  Vol.  Ill,  1896,  p.  411. 

Micrurus  Wagler,  in  Spix,  Serp.  Brasil.,  1824,  p.  48  (type,  Jpixii). 

The  body  is  cylindrical,  elongate,  with  rather  short  cylin- 
dro-conic  tail.  The  head  is  small  and  not  distinct  f  rpm  the 
nedc  The  snout  is  short  and  rounded.  The  head  plates 
are  normal.  The  nasal  plates  are  distinct.  There  is  no 
loreal.  Preocular,  postocular  and  temporal  plates  are 
present  The  scales  on  the  body  are  smooth,  in  fifteen  rows, 
without  pits.  The  anal  plate  usually  is  divided.  The  uro- 
steges  are  in  two  series  throughout  or  in  part.  The  eye  is 
small,  with  vertically  elliptic  or  subelliptic  pupil.  The  maxil- 
lary bone  is  very  short,  and  carries  no  teeth  behind  the  large, 
anterior,  poison  fangs. 

The  numerous  species  of  this  genus  all  are  American, 
and  occur  from  the  United  States  to  Brazil  and  Bolim. 
Two  species  have  been  found  in  this  country,  but  only  one 
of  these  has  been  secured  within  the  geographical  limits  of 
this  work.  Most  of  the  species  are  brightly  colored,  with 
red  and  black  and  yellow  rings. 

"The  functional  fang  in  Elafs  fulvius  is  followed  by 
reserve  fangs  of  the  same  structure  as  the  functional  one, 
but  successively  smaller.  The  functional  fang  is  solidly 
united  to  the  maxillary  bone,  being  directed  badcward  at  a 
permanent  angle  of  about  45  degrees  with  the  latter.  Al- 
though comparatively  smaller  than  the  fangs  in  the  crotalid 
snakes,  that  of  Elafs  is  large  enough  to  distinguish  it  at  the 
first  glance  as  different  from  the  solid  teeth  of  the  palate  and 
of  the  lower  jaws.  In  front,  at  the  base  of  the  fang,  the 
opening  of  the  canal  is  distinctly  viable,  and  on  the  convex, 
or  anterior,  surface  of  the  fang  is  a  shallow  groove.    The 
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terminal  ilil,  being  the  lower  opening  of  the  cuttl,  b 
tituated  slightly  on  the  outer  nde  of  the  fang.'' 

The  tpeoes  of  this  genus  are  mostly  rather  small,  retir- 
ing in  habit,  living  largely  underground,  are  of  rather  gentle 
and  amiable  temperament,  and  have  rather  small  mouths 
and  fangs.  They  seldom  are  a  source  of  danger  to  man^ 
although  serious  effects  and  even  death  have  resulted  from 
their  bites. 

The  harmless  king  snakes  frequently  are  confused  with 
the  snakes  of  this  genus,  owing  to  the  fact  that  both  are 
mafked  with  rings  of  red,  black  and  white  or  yellow.  It  is 
easy  to  distinguish  the  poisonous  species  of  this  genus  from 
the  harmless  King  Snakes  by  coloratiofi  alone,  since  the  red 
b  neit  to  the  white  (or  yellow)  rings  in  the  poisonous  snahes, 
while  in  the  harmless  species  the  red  b  next  the  blacL 

205.    Ificninit  eurjnumthut  (Kennioott) 
SoNoaAN  CoaAL  SNA&a 

Ehfs  imytmmtkmi  Kkmscott.  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Set.  Pkib.,  tSfob 
P-  JJ7  (trpc  localtfy.  Seoofl);  Con^  Proc.  Acad.  Nac  Sci  Pkila., 
iS6i,  p.  396;  Cora,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  PktU.,  1S66,  p.  307; 
Cora.  BttD.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mua.,  No.  1,  tS75,  p.  34:  Cooia,  S«rr.  W. 
loodi  Mcrid.,  VoL  V,  tS75.  p.  *tt;  Sraam,  BoO.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mua., 
No.  7,  1S77,  p.  40;  GAaMAii,  Mem.  Moa.  Gmpr.  ZooL,  Caaibr., 
Vol.  VIII.  No.  J.  iSSj.  pp.  \<n.  169;  YAaaow.  BoD.  U.  S.  Nac 
M«t.»  No.  14,  tSSj,  p.  Sa;  CaAOiv,  Bull.  WaAlNtrn  Cii.  Laborae., 
Vol.  MSS4,  p.  S;  Ccn.  Bytt.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mya..  No.  ji,  iSf?,  p.  M; 
Cora,  Proc  U.  S.  Nat.  Urn..  Vol.  XIV,  fSfi,  p.  Mi;  »?a|«Maa, 
lUpart  U.  S.  Nat.  Mm.  for  1S913,  tt^u  P-  J^^  pL  s;  Boviavoea^ 
Cat.  Saakci  Brit.  Mna.,  Vol.  Ill,  1S96,  p.  415;  Cort,  AflMtr.  Nats- 
rabtt.  Vol.  XXX,  tS^A,  p.  1014;  Cort,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Maa.  far 
iSfS,  ifoo,  p.  I  Iff;  Baowv.  Piroc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci  Plyla.,  I90t» 
p.  ff :  Srsjaaoaa,  Proc  U.  S.  Nat.  Miia.,  VoL  XXV,  1901,  p.  iffi 
RfTursM,  BoD.  Aa.  Mot.  Nat.  Hitt.,  Vol.  XXIII,  1907,  p.  fS9| 
DitiiAaa,  Rcptdc  Book,  lyo?,  p.  401,  pit.  CXVII,  ifi.  y.  4,  CXX, 
if.  1;  MocqvAao,  Wtm.  Set.  ao  MrBii|«»e,  Pt.  Ill,  lUpt.,  t9oS, 
p.  911 ;  Sroaa,  Proc  Acad.  Nat.  Sci   Ptiila.,  191 1,  p.  sji;  Va« 
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Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.^  Ser.  4,  Vol.  3,  I9i3» 
p.  425;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4, 
Vol.  4,  1914,  p.  147;  VoRHiEs,  Univ.  Ariz.,  Agric.  Exper.  Station 
Bull.  No.  83,  1 917,  p.  364. 
Micrurus  euryxanthus  Stejneoer  &  Barbour,  Check  List  N.  Amer. 
Amph.  Rept.y  I9i7>  p.  106. 

Description. — ^Head  smally  with  flat  top  and  high, 
broadly  rounded  snout.  Temporal  regions  not  much  wider 
than  nedc.  Eye  very  small.  Rostral  plate  laige,  nearly  as 
high  as  broad,  bounded  behind  by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal, 
and  first  labial  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a  pair  of 
intemasals,  a  pair  of  prefrontals,  a  rather  small  frontal, 
supraocular  of  each  ^de,  and  a  pair  of  parietals.  Anterior 
and  posterior  nasals  distinct.  No  loreal.  One  preocular. 
Two  postoculars.  Temporals  one  followed  by  two.  Supra- 
labials  seven,  third  and  fourth  reaching  eye,  seventh  small. 
Inf ralabials  seven,  or  six,  the  fourth  usually  largest,  the 
first  pair  meeting  on  midline.  Genials  in  two  pairs,  very 
short.  Scales  on  body  smooth,  in  fifteen  rows.  Anal  plate 
divided.  Gastrosteges  varying  in  number  from  2 1 5  to  241 . 
Urosteges  in  two  series  of  from  2 1  to  29. 

The  entire  head  is  black,  with  the  exception  of  the  post- 
erior extremities  of  the  parietals  which  are  involved  in  a 
narrow  white  or  yellow  ring  around  the  nedc.  Behind  this 
white  ring  is  a  broad  red  ring  involving  about  11  scales, 
more  or  less.  This  is  followed  by  another  narrow  white  or 
yellow  ring,  some  three  or  four  scales  wide,  and  then  a 
blade  ring  about  eight  scales  in  width.  The  whole  body  and 
tail  are  covered  with  similar  broad  red  and  black  rings 
separated  by  narrow  white  or  yellow  ones.  These  rings  of 
color  endrde  the  body,  and  are  without  spots  either  above 
or  below.  The  number  of  blade  rings  on  the  body  and  tail 
varies  from  nine  to  14. 
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Lcaftk  IP  ao«t J67 

Length  of  toil J  J 


Diiinhuium. — ^This  tpedet  has  beoi  found  north  to 
•outhcrn  Utah  and  south  in  Mexico  to  BatopilaSi  in  Chihua^ 
hua^  and  Guaymas,  in  Sononu  Ic  has  beoi  taken  on  Tiburoo 
Island^  in  the  Gulf  of  California. 

In  the  United  States,  it  has  been  secured  in  southern 
Utah|  in  Saint  George  Canyon,  near  the  Arizona  line. 

In  Arizona,  specimens  have  been  collected  in  Cochise 
(Fort  Bowie,  Fort  Huachuca),  Santa  Crux  (Nogales), 
Pima  (Tucson,  Mineral  Hill,  Rosemont,  Sabino  Canyon  in 
the  Catalina  Mountains),  Gila  (San  Carlos),  Yavapai  (Fort 
Whipple,  Date  Creek),  and  Mohave  (Signal),  counties,  and 
at  Wanaw  Mill  on  the  Mexican  boundary  line. 

Although  it  seems  to  be  restricted  to  the  Loirer  Sonoran 
Zone,  its  range  in  Arizona  extends  up  to  an  altitude  of  at 
least  5,000  feet. 

HMu. — Unknown. 

FamUyi5.    HYDRIDiE 

This  family  comprises  a  number  of  genera  of  poisonous 
snakes  which  are  closely  related  to  the  ElsfU^  but  are  high- 
ly specialized  in  adaptation  to  their  marine  life.  Only  one 
genus,  with  a  single  species,  occurs  in  American  waters.  The 
tail  is  flattened  from  side  to  side,  short  and  paddle-shaped. 
The  head  plates  are  large.  Both  jaws  are  toothed.  The  per- 
manently erect  poison-fangs  are  near  the  front  of  the  mouth, 
as  in  the  EUfidm.  There  are  no  rudiments  of  limbs  or 
pelvis.  The  eyes  are  small.  The  sea-snakes  all  are  vivipar- 
ous. Most  of  the  species  and  genera  are  found  in  the  tropi- 
cal or  semttropical  portions  of  the  Indian  and  western  Fm- 
fic 
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Genus  46.    Hydrus 

Hydrus  Schneider,  Hist.  Amph.,  Vol.  I,  1799,  p.  122  (type,  Scalar). 
Hydrophis  Latreille,  Hist.  Nat.  Rq)t.,  Vol.  IV,  180a,  p.  193. 
Pelamis  Daudin,  Hist.  Nat.  Rcpt.,  Vol.  VII,  1803,  p.  3^. 
Pelamys  Wagler,  Syst.  Amph.,  1830,  p.  i66. 
Elaphrodytes  Gistel,  Naturg.  Thierr.,  1848,  p.  IX. 

The  body  is  rather  short,  somewhat  compressed,  with 
strongly  compressed,  short,  oar-shaped  tail.  The  head  is 
rather  narrow  and  much  depressed  with  long,  broadly  round- 
ed snout.  The  nostrils  open  upward  in  the  large  nasal  plates 
on  top  of  the  snout.  The  head  plates  are  large.  There  are 
no  intemasals.  The  scales  on  the  body  are  hexagonal  or 
quadrate,  juxtaposed.  There  are  no  enlarged  gastrosteges. 
The  eyes  are  small  with  round  pufnls. 

206.    Hydrus  platurus  (Linnaeus) 
BicoLOR  Sea-Snake 

Anguis  plaiura  Linnaeus,  Syst.  Nat.,  I2cd.,  Vol.  i    1766,  p.  391  (no 

type  locality). 
Hydrus  bicolor  Schneider,  Hist.  Amph.,  Vol.  I,  1799,  p.  242  (no  type 

locality). 
Pelamis  bicolor  Daudin,  Hist.  Nat.  Rept.,  Vol.  VII,  1803,  p.  2^\  Cope, 

Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  32, 1887,  p.  87. 
Hydrus  platurus  Boulenoer,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mus.,  Vol.  Ill,  1896, 

p.  267;  Stejneoer,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  58,  1907,  p.  439; 

Mc  Lain,  Contributions  to  Neotropical  Herpetology,  1899^  p.  5; 

MocQUARD,  Nouv.  Arch.  Mus.  Hist.  Nat.,  Paris,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  I, 

1899,  p.  330;  MocQUARD,  Miss.  Sci.  au  Mex.,  Pt.  Ill,  Rept.,  1908, 

p.  930. 

Description. — ^Head  depressed,  flat-topped  with  long 
broad  snout.  Temporal  regions  not  swollen.  Rostral  plate 
large,  somewhat  broader  than  high,  bounded  behind  by 
nasal  and  first  labial  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a 
pair  of  very  large  nasals,  a  pair  of  prefrontals,  a  large  fron- 
tal, supraocular  of  each  side,  and  a  pair  of  large,  long  pane- 
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ttls.  Noitrils  Open  upir»rd  in  large  nanl  plates.  No  inter- 
natalt.  Loreal  pretent  or  abtent*  Ocular  plates  variable. 
Serai  to  1 1  wpralabialt.  Anterior  genials  sometimes  present. 
Scales  on  body  snmoth,  hesagonal,  juxtaposed,  in  from  45 
to  61  rows.  No  large  gastrosteges  or  urosteges.  Tail  shorty 
high  and  thin,  paddle-shaped  In  males  the  scales  have 
central  tubercles. 

The  color  above  is  dark  brown  or  Uutsh  black  on  about 
1 5  or  1 7  rows  of  scales,  changing  abruptly,  along  a  more  or 
less  straight  line,  to  the  light  yellow,  brownish  yellow,  or 
yellowish  brown  of  the  sides  and  lower  surfaces.  The  tail 
if  light  yellow  with  dark  blotches. 

LtAgtJl  to  MM .-    ,._    - ..^.,  .^  ,   51S 

Length  of  uil    ...     ^    ....  --  —     SI 

Distrihuiion. — This  snake  occurs  nearly  everywhere 
along  the  coasts  and  islands  of  the  Indian  and  warmer  por- 
tions of  the  Pacific  oceans.  It  has  been  found  in  the  Hawaiian 
and  Galapagos  islands  and  b  common  along  the  coast  of 
Central  America. 

Mocquard  records  two  specimens  captured  in  the  Gulf 
of  California  near  Esptritu  Santo  Island. 

Cope  mentions  it  from  ^PkiAc  coast  Guaymas?* 

//##jii.*— Tins  IS  a  marine  species,  and  pronbly  eaCt 
fisit 

FamUyl6.    CROTALIDiC 

The  Cmslid^  or  Pit  Vipers  are  reprtsenced  in  western 
North  America  by  fifteen  kinds  of  rattlesnakes.  These  are 
our  only  poMooous  serpents,  escept  the  little  coral  snake 
(Elaps  or  Mienmis>,  and  may  be  distinguished  from  the 
harmless  forms  by  their  poswion  of  a  pk  in  the  wde  of  the 
face  between  the  eye  and  the  nostril,  and  a  horny,  legincnt* 
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cd  rattle  at  the  tip  of  the  taU.  They  are  provided  with  large 
plates  along  the  belly,  and  the  head  is  covered  with  large 
plates  or  small  scales.  The  eye  is  well  developed,  with 
vertical  pupil.  These  are  no  rudiments  of  limbs.  Both 
jaws  bear  teeth,  and  near  the  front  of  the  upper  jaw  are 
large,  perforate,  erectile  poison-fangs. 

The  two  genera  which  occur  in  western  North  America 
may  be  distinguished  by  the  following 

Synopsis  of  Genera 

a. — ^Top  of  head  covered  by  large  plates  which  include  a 
frontal  and  a  pair  of  parietals. 

Sistninis. — p.  905. 

a'. — ^Top  of  head  covered  by  small  scales  except  sometimes  on 

snout;  no  large  frontal  or  parietals. 

Crotalus. — p.  908. 

The  Poison  Apparatus 

^^It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  refer  in  this  connection 
to  the  interesting  mechanism  of  the  poison  apparatus,  as  it 
is  a  nutter  not  very  generally  known  as  yet,  though  clearly 
set  forth  by  the  researches  of  specialists,  notably  Dr.  S.  Weir 
Mitchell.  The  venomous  fluid  to  be  injected  into  a  wound 
made  by  the  teeth  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  ordinary 
saliva,  as  popularly  supposed;  nor  does  the  forked  tongue 
or  any  of  the  numerous  small  teeth  of  the  mouth  take  part 
in  the  infliction  of  the  wound.  The  tongue  and  smaller 
teeth  are  essentially  the  same  as  in  any  harmless  serpent. 
The  active  instruments  are  a  pair  of  fangs,  one  on  each  side 
of  the  upper  jaw,  rooted  in  the  maxillary  bones,  which  bear 
no  other  teeth.  The  fangs  vary  in  size,  being  sometimes 
half  an  inch  long.  They  are  somewhat  conical  and  scythe- 
shaped,  with  an  extremely  fine  point;  the  convexity  lodes 
forward,  the  point  downward  and  backwaid.    The  fang  is 
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hoUow,  for  trifitfnswofi  of  the  venom ;  but  the  ooMtnaction 
of  the  tube  is  not  at  if  a  hole  had  been  bored  through  a  solid 
tooth.  It  is  in  effect  a  flat  tooth  with  the  edges  rolled  over 
together  till  they  meet,  converting  an  exterior  surface,  flrit 
into  a  groove,  finally  into  a  tube.  This  is  shown,  on  micro- 
scopic examination  of  a  section  of  the  tooth,  by  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  dentine.  Unlike  an  ordinary  tooth,  the  fang  b 
movable,  and  was  formerly  supposed  to  be  hinged  in  its 
socket,  since  it  is  susceptible  of  erection  and  depression.  But 
the  tooth  b  firmly  socketed,  and  the  source  of  this  move- 
ment b  the  maxillary  bone  itself,  which  rocks  to  and  fro  by 
a  singular  contrivance.  The  maxillary  b  a  small,  stout,  tri- 
angular bone,  movably  articulated  above  with  a  smaller  one, 
the  lachrymal,  which  b  itself  hinged  upon  the  frontal.  Be- 
hind, the  maxillary  articulates  with  the  palatal  and  pterygoid, 
both  of  which  are  of  rod-like  shape,  and  are  acted  upon  by 
the  spheno-pterygoid  muscle,  the  contraction  of  which  pushes 
them  forward.  Thb  forward  impulse  of  the  palatal  and 
pterygoid  b  communicated  to  the  maxillary,  against  which 
they  abut,  causing  the  latter  to  rotate  upon  the  lachrymal. 
In  thb  rocking  forward  of  the  maxillary,  the  socket  of  the 
fang,  and  with  it  the  tooth  itself,  rotates  in  such  manner 
that  the  apex  of  the  tooth  describes  the  arc  of  a  circle,  and 
finally  points  downward  instead  of  backward.  Thb  pro- 
trusion of  the  fang  is  not  an  autonutic  motion,  consequent 
upon  mere  opening  of  the  mouth,  as  formerly  supposed,  but 
a  volitional  act,  as  the  reverse  motion,  namely,  the  folding 
back  of  the  tooth,  also  b{  so  that,  in  simply  feeding,  the 
fangs  are  not  erected.  The  folding  back  b  aooomplished  by 
the  ccto-pcerygoid  and  spheao-palatine  musdcsi  which, 
arising  from  the  skull  behind  as  a  fixed  point  of  action,  in 
contracting  draw  upon  the  jaw-bones  in  such  a  way  that  the 
maxillary,  and  with  it  of  course  the  fang,  are  retracted,  when 
the  tooth  b  folded  back  with  an  action  comparable  to  the 
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shutting  of  the  blade  of  a  pocket-knife.  All  the  motions  of 
the  fangs  are  controlled  by  these  two  sets  of  antagonistic 
muscles,  one  of  which  prepares  the  fangs  for  action,  while 
the  other  stows  them  away  when  not  wanted. 

^^The  fangs,  when  not  in  use,  are  further  protected  by 
a  contrivance  for  sheathing  them,  so  that  they  rest  like  a 
sword  in  its  scabbard.  This  is  a  fold  of  mucous  membrane, 
the  vagina  dentis^  which  envelopes  the  tooth  like  a  hood, 
enwrapping  its  base,  and  slipping  down  over  its  length,  partly 
as  a  consequence  of  its  elastic  textiu^  partly  on  account  ot 
its  connections.  Erection  of  the  fang  causes  the  sheath  to 
slip  o£F,  like  the  finger  of  a  glove,  and  gather  in  folds  around 
the  base  of  the  tooth.  This  arrangement  can  be  readily 
examined  without  dissection. 

^^The  poisonous  fluid  is  secreted  in  a  gland  which  lies 
against  the  side  of  the  skull,  below  and  behind  the  eye,  of 
a  flattened  oval  shape,  obtuse  behind,  tapering  in  f nmt  to 
a  duct  that  runs  to  the  base  of  the  tooth.  Without  going 
into  the  minute  anatomy  of  the  gland,  it  may  be  described 
as  a  sac,  or  reservoir,  in  the  walls  of  which  the  numerous 
secretory  follicles  are  imbedded;  it  is  invested  with  two 
layers  of  dense,  white,  fibrous  tissue,  the  outer  of  which  gives 
o£F  three  strong  ligaments  that  hold  it  in  place.  In  a  large 
snake,  the  entire  gland  may  be  nearly  an  inch  long  and  one- 
fourth  as  wide,  weighing,  empty,  1 0  or  1 2  grains,  and  having 
a  capacity  of  10  or  15  drops  of  fluid.  There  is  no  special 
reservoir  for  the  venom,  other  than  the  central  cavity  of  the 
gland.  A  certain  dilatation  of  one  portion  of  the  duct,  form- 
erly supposed  to  be  such  store-house,  is  due  to  thidcening  of 
its  walls,  without  corresponding  increase  of  capacity,  result- 
ing from  muscular  fibres  which  serve  as  a  sphincter  to  com- 
press the  canal  and  prevent  wasteful  flow  of  the  contents. 
There  is  further  provision  to  this  same  end.  When  the  tooth 
is  folded  back,  the  duct  attached  to  its  root  is  submitted  to 
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five  or  n  fen  A  imspp  {Tvs;  xt  amp,*  n  i:.*«zyi  a 
l^'  the  ifHi^  oC  vgiuK.  rvsr  vusl  *rjs  fane  f a;i!  ti  ctiiss^ 
{ran  vMir*tr  suae,    bir  mce  ttm  ramr  S'js  no:  f  uIa'jit 

of  tbe  srnrt^  r  a  ;i"^— ■■*»  t&^  tre  *vs 
tssnponii  urdimr^'y  cf trr  tna  r^,  tnt   mv-? 

upoB  tile  ^jnrjcr-o:  ■  beaeif  mcrvtd  f'jr  n  i ' 

patrnac  the  oader  ;tv  ritif  a  cue  tdey  fcjed  to  engage 
wrh  the  cib>e«t  nmed  r,  were  there  fto  cootnvmnce  for  pre- 
venting 9udi  dintfcr  to  the  tmke.     Bur  there  n  s  certain 
movement  among  the  i<xne  bones  of  the  dkull,  perhapi  net 
well  made  out,  the  reiult  of  whkh  n  to  tpread  the  points  of 
the  fangs  apart  in  cIcjuut  of  the  mouth,  ao  that  they  dear 
the  «dea  of  the  under  jaw,  inatead  of  impinging  upon  it. 
«aiic  oompliotcd  mechanism  of  the  act  of  «riking  may 
be  thus  dcaoibed: — The  snake  prrparca  for  action  by  throw- 
ing itself  into  a  number  of  superimposed  coils,  upon  the  mass 
^  i^Mi  fh«  Mfk  and  a  few  inches  more  lie  loosely  curved. 
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the  head  elevated,  the  tail  projecting  and  rapidly  vibrating. 
At  the  approach  of  the  intended  victim,  the  serpent,  by 
sudden  contraction  of  the  muscles  upon  the  conventy  of  the 
curves,  straightens  out  the  anterior  portion  of  the  body,  and 
thus  darts  forward  the  head.  At  this  instant,  the  jaws  are 
widely  separated,  and  the  bade  of  the  head  fixed  firmly  upon 
the  neck.  With  the  opening  of  the  mouth,  the  spheno-pala- 
tines  contract,  and  the  fangs  spring  into  position,  throwing 
o£F  the  sheath  as  they  leap  forward.  With  delivery  of  the 
blow  and  penetration  of  the  fangs,  the  lower  jaw  closes 
forcibly,  the  muscle  that  executes  this  movement  cau^g 
simultaneously  a  gush  of  venom  through  the  tubular  tooth 
into  the  wound.  There  are  also  some  secondary  actions, 
though  all  occur  at  nearly  the  same  instant.  The  mouth, 
fixed  at  the  wound,  drags  upon  it  with  the  whole  weight  of 
the  snake's  body.  This  dragging  motion  is  accompanied  by 
contraction  of  the  ectopterygoid  and  spheno-palatine  musdes, 
which  ordinarily  fold  back  the  tooth}  but  the  fang  being 
at  this  moment  engaged  in  the  flesh,  the  action  of  the 
muscles  only  causes  it  to  bury  itself  deeper,  and  thus  enlarge 
the  puncture.  The  train  of  action  seems  to  be,  the  reaching 
of  the  object,  the  blow,  the  penetration,  the  injection  of  the 
poison,  and  the  enlargement  of  the  wound.  These  actions 
completed,  the  serpent  loosens  its  hold  by  opening  the  jaws, 
and  disengages  itself,  sometimes  not  without  difficulty, 
especially  when  the  bitten  part  is  small  and  the  numerous 
small  teeth  have  caught.  The  head  is  withdrawn,  the  fangs 
folded,  the  mouth  closed,  and  the  former  coiled  attitude  of 
passive  defense  is  resumed. 

"While  the  venomous  properties  of  these  reptiles,  not 
easily  overrated,  should  suffice  to  ensure  due  caution  in  cap- 
turing or  killing  them,  it  is  as  well  to  remember  that  the 
utmost  range  of  a  rattlesnake's  blow  is  less  than  its  own 
length.  They  may  readily  be  captured  alive  by  pinning  down 
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the  neck  with  %  forked  trick,  and  may  be  handled  with  im- 
punity, when  not  too  large  and  powerful,  if  teized  immedi- 
ately behind  the  head  In  case  of  a  ttrong  snake,  however, 
the  power  of  conttriction  b  sufficient  to  paralyze  the  muscles 
of  both  arms,  as  in  the  case  of  a  perKxi  we  knew  who  had 
seized  two  of  these  reptiles  by  the  back  of  the  neck*  He 
had  to  be  relieved  by  a  bystander.  A  method  employed  in 
the  South  to  capture  the  C.  sdsmsm^us  is  perhaps  worthy  of 
mention.  A  silk  handkerchief  b  fastened  to  the  end  of  a 
pole,  which  b  held  toward  the  reptile,  which  strikes  fiercely 
at  it,  the  fangs  and  teeth  beccmie  engaged  in  the  fibre  of  the 
silk,  and  a  dexterous  movement  of  the  stick  readily  pulli 
out  the  fangs,  and  the  reptile  can  be  approached  with  safety.'' 
(Gxies  and  Yarrow). 

Thi  NATuai  AND  Action  of  Vinom 

Snake  venom  is  a  yellowish  or  colorless  fluid,  clear  or 
slightly  cloudy,  odorless  and  tasteless.  It  b  readily  soluble 
in  water,  and  if  exposed  to  the  action  of  putrefactive  bacteria 
loses  its  toxicity  within  a  few  days.  Dried  or  preserved  in 
alcohol  or  glycerine  it  retains  its  poisonous  qualities  in- 
definitely, or  at  least  for  more  than  20  yean.  Snake  venoms 
are  complex  poisons  composed  of  a  number  of  toxic  sub- 
stances of  a  proteid  nature.  The  symptoms  caused  by  the  bites 
of  different  kinds  of  poisonous  snakes  vary  with  the  nature 
and  proportions  of  these  toxic  proteidf  which  constitute  their 
venoms.  Thus,  the  bite  of  an  elapine  snake,  such  as  our 
Coral  Snake  or  its  relative  the  cobra,  b  followed  by  but 
slight  local  changes  about  the  part  bitten,  while  great  swell- 
ing and  local  discoloration  from  capillary  haemorrhages 
ordinarily  follow  the  bite  of  a  rattlesnake.  The  more 
dangerous,  systemic,  effects  of  snake  bites  occur  after  the 
venom  has  found  its  way  into  the  blood 
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The  severity  of  the  symptoms  which  follow  a  snake 
bite  vary  with  the  nature  of  the  poison,  the  amcmnt  of  the 
poison,  the  size  of  the  person  or  animal  bitten,  and  the  rapid- 
ity with  which  the  poison  enters  the  circulating  blood. 

The  nature  of  the  poison  varies  with  the  kind  of  snake. 
In  western  North  America,  however.  Coral  Snakes  are  small 
and  quite  rare  and  occur  only  in  Sonora,  Arizona  and  south- 
em  Utah.  Practically,  our  only  dangerous  snakes  are  the 
rattlesnakes. 

The  amount  of  poison  thrown  into  the  wound  depends 
on  a  number  of  factors.  Among  these  are  the  size  of  the 
snake,  its  activity  at  the  tinie,  its  condition  of  health  and 
nourishment,  the  condition  of  its  fangs  and  whether  both 
cause  wounds,  the  extent  to  which  the  snake  has  depleted  its 
supply  of  venom  by  recent  use  of  its  poison  apparatus,  and 
the  protection  afforded  by  clothing,  hair,  or  the  resistance 
of  the  part  bitten. 

With  any  given  quantity  of  venom  thrown  into  the  wound 
the  relative  size  of  the  dose  depends,  of  course,  on  the 
weight  of  the  victim.  Therefore,  the  danger  is  greatest 
when  small  children  are  bitten. 

The  rapidity  with  which  the  poison  enters  the  circulating 
blood  is  perhaps  the  most  important  factor  of  all.  If  it  so 
happened  that  the  fang  entered  a  vein  and  the  venom  was 
thrown  directly  into  the  blood,  dangerous  or  fatal  effects 
would  follow  almost  immediately.  Fortunately,  this  almost 
never  occurs.  Usually  the  venom  is  injected  into  the  sub- 
cutaneous tissues,  and  whether  its  entrance  into  the  blood  is 
rapid  or  slow  depends  largely  upon  whether  the  bitten  part 
is  richly  or  poorly  supplied  with  blood  vessels.  Ordinarily 
some  minutes  elapse  before  the  onset  of  symptoms. 

The  pain  and  swelling  which  follow  the  bite  of  a  rattle- 
snake often  are  very  great,  and  later  a  blackish  or  purplish 
discoloration  of  the  skin  about  the  wound  appears,  as  a  re- 
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tult  (if  tmall  haemorrhages.  There  may  be  considenible 
excitement  and  dread,  and  dizziness  or  faintness  may  be 
folluwed  by  drowsiness  or  torpor.  The  nerve  centers  which 
cimtrol  arterial  tension  and  respiration  are  profoundly  affect- 
ed. There  is  a  great  lowering  of  blood  pressure,  due  to 
vascular  dilatation,  with  abdominal  %xnous  congestion. 
Respiration  and  pulie  usually  become  more  rapid.  Death 
may  result  from  paralysis  of  respiration,  paralysis  of  the 
heart,  small  haemorrhages  into  important  parts  of  the  brain 
or  other  organs,  and  probably  from  other  changes,  for  these 
complex  poisons  act  in  many  ways. 

Death,  however,  follows  rattlesnake  bite  in  probably 
not  more  than  10  per  cent  of  all  cases,  and  most  of  these 
fatal  cases  are  in  children. 

Where  death  does  not  supervene  recovery  may  be  quite 
rapid.  Often  there  is  considerable  sloughing  about  the 
wound.  Resistance  to  bacterial  invasion  is  reduced  and 
serious  infection  may  follow. 

There  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  venom  is  removed 
from  the  blood  and  destroyed  in  the  liver. 


Trbatmknt  of  Snak.1  Bitk 

A  considerable  number  of  chemical  substances 
destroy  venom,  Init  they  also  destroy  and  are  destroyed  by 
the  tissues  and  fluids  of  the  body,  which  chemically  are 
similar  to  %'enom,  and,  therefore,  their  use  is  restricted  to 
the  area  immediately  about  the  bite.  The  ideal  method  of 
treatment  would  seem  to  be  with  an  antitoxic  serum.  Such 
scrum  has  been  prepared  and  seems  to  have  been  of  use  in 
certain  cases,  but  seldom  can  be  available  for  use  where 
needed. 

From  what  has  been  said  it  may  be  seen  that  treatment 
should  be  directed  toward  four  ends.    These  are: 
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1 . — ^To  prevent  as  much  poison  as  pos^ble  from  reaching 
the  circulating  blood.    This  resolves  itself  into: 

a. — ^Attempts  to  remove  venom  from  the  Ixtten  part  by 
suddng  or  cupping. 

b. — ^Attempts  to  destroy  venom  in  the  fang  punctures 
and  in  the  tissues  about  them  by  the  injection  of  chenucals. 
Hiis  involves  the  use  of  a  hypodermic  syringe.  The  chemi- 
cals ordinarily  used  are  one  per  cent  solutions  in  \¥ater  of 
either  potassium  permanganate  or  chromic  add. 

c. — ^The  stopping  of  the  flow  of  blood  iiito  and  from 
the  bitten  part  by  means  of  a  tourniquet  or  tight  bandage. 
This,  of  course,  cannot  be  done  if  the  bite  is  oh  the  head  or 
body.  The  danger  of  gangrene  resulting  from  the  prolonged 
application  of  the  tourniquet  probably  has  beeii  mudi  over- 
estimated. Dr.  William  S.  Halsted  informs  me  that  in  his 
surgical  service  at  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  the  blood-flow 
in  a  limb  has  been  shut  o£F  for  wi  hours  without  gangrene. 

2. — ^To  permit  that  portion  of  the  venom  which  cannot 
be  removed  from  the  wound,  or  locally  destroyed,  to  enter 
the  circulating  blood  in  small  amounts  and  at  safe  intervals. 
This  must  be  done  by  loosening  the  tourniquet  from  time  to 
time  for  a  few  seconds  only,  regulating  the  periods  of  flow 
and  the  intervals  between  them  according  to  the  seventy  and 
duration  of  the  symptoms  which  follow.  Unless  handled 
in  this  manner  the  tourniquet  is  a  source  of  danger,  for  its 
sudden  removal  would  permit  the  blood  to  carry  the  poison 
into  the  general  circulation  in  an  overwhelming  dose.  I  have 
seen  a  frog,  into  whose  leg  venom  had  been  injected  beyond 
a  tourniquet,  remain  well  for  24  hours  and  then  die  within 
a  few  minutes  after  the  protecting  band  was  removed. 

3. — To  stimulate  and  support  the  vital  processes  of  the 
body  as  from  time  to  time  may  be  indicated  by  the  symp- 
toms. 
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tome  ftraiiiy  which  pushes  it  against  a  shoulder  of  the  maxil- 
lary bone^  and  tends  to  shut  off  the  communication. 

^The  injection  of  the  venom,  though  to  all  appeanace 
instantaneous,  is  a  complicated  process  of  several  rapidly 
oonsecutive  steps.  Forcible  voluntary  closure  of  the  jaws 
may  always  be,  if  desired,  accompanied  by  a  gush  of  the 
venom,  owing  to  the  arrangement  of  the  muades  which  effect 
such  movement  of  the  under  jaw.  These  are  the  i^mfords^ 
one  of  the  three  of  which  is  situated  in  such  relation  to  the 
poison-sac  that  its  swelling  in  contraction  presses  upon  the 
receptacle  and  squeezes  out  the  fluid.  The  force  of  ejection 
is  seen  when  the  serpent,  striking  wildly,  misses  its  aim; 
under  such  circumstances,  the  stream  has  been  seen  to  spurt 
five  or  six  feet.  A  blow  given  in  anger  is  always  aooompanied 
by  the  spurt  of  venom,  even  when  the  fang  fails  to  engage 
from  whatever  cause.  But  since  this  result  does  not  follow 
upon  mere  closure  of  the  mouth,  it  is  probable  that  the  two 
posterior  temporals  ordinarily  effect  this  end,  the  more 
powerful  action  of  the  anterior  temporal  (the  one  which 
presses  upon  the  poison-sac)  being  reserved  for  its  special 
purpose.  There  is  one  very  curious  piece  of  mechanism  to  be 
noted  here.  Since  the  serpent  always  snaps  its  jaws  together 
in  delivering  a  blow,  the  points  of  the  erected  fangs  would 
penetrate  the  under  jaw  itself  in  case  they  failed  to  engage 
with  the  object  aimed  at,  were  there  no  contrivance  for  pre- 
venting such  disaster  to  the  snake.  But  there  b  a  certain 
movement  among  the  looie  bones  of  the  skull,  perhaps  not 
well  made  out,  the  result  of  which  is  to  spread  the  points  of 
the  fangs  apart  in  closure  of  the  mouth,  so  that  they  dear 
the  sides  of  the  under  jaw,  instead  of  impinging  upon  it. 

^TThe  complicated  mechanism  of  the  act  of  striking  may 
be  thus  dcacribcd: — The  snake  prepares  for  action  by  throw- 
ing itself  into  a  number  of  superimposed  coils,  upon  the  mass 
of  which  the  neck  and  a  few  inches  man  lie  loosely  airved. 


904  16.     CROTALIDM 


however,  from  time  to  time,  be  loosened  for  a  few  seconds. 
The  length  of  time  that  the  bandage  should  remain  loose, 
and  the  intervals  between  these  periods,  must  be  regulated 
by  the  symptoms  which  follow.  Loosen  for  two  or  three 
seconds  and  tighten  again.  If  no  effects  are  apparent  in  10 
minutes  loosen  again,  increasing  the  period  to  five  seconds. 
Repeat  this  procedure  every  1 0  or  1 5  minutes,  adding  two 
seconds  each  time.  If  shortness  of  breath,  rapid  or  irregular 
breathing,  and  depression  or  f  aintness,  or  any  other  serious 
symptom,  appear,  lengthen  the  interval  and  shorten  the 
period  of  bandage  release. 

If,  in  spite  of  all  these  measures,  the  patient  develops 
alarming  symptoms,  the  treatment  should  be  similar  to  that 
for  anaphylactic  or  surgical  shodc.  The  respiration,  the  cir- 
culation and  the  temperatiu^  must  be  supported  and  con- 
served. Blankets  and  hot  water  bottles  should  be  used  to 
keep  the  patient  warm.  Suitable  stimulants  may  be  given. 
A  few  teaspoonf ul  doses  of  whiskey  or  brandy  at  intervals 
of  one-half  or  one  hour  may  not  be  harmful,  but  large  doses 
certainly  are.  Strychnine  and  caffeine  probably  are  the  best 
stimulants.  One-thirtieth  of  a  grain  of  Strychnine  sulphate 
or  nitrate  dissolved  in  a  little  boiled  water  may  be  injected 
under  the  skin  with  the  hypodermic  syringe.  If  time  will 
permit  the  syringe  should,  of  course,  be  boiled  for  a  few 
(three  to  five)  minutes  before  it  is  used,  to  prevent  infection. 
This  injection  should  not  be  near  the  part  of  the  body  bitten 
by  the  snake.  This  dose  of  strychnine  may  be  repeated  once 
or  twice  at  intervals  of  one  half  hour  if  the  symptoms  seem 
to  demand  it  and  if  there  are  no  muscular  spasms.  Caffeine 
citrate  in  one  grain  doses  may  be  used  in  the  same  manner, 
or  strong  black  coffee  may  be  given  by  mouth  or  rectum. 
Adrenalin  seems  sometimes  to  be  of  use  as  an  aid  in  restor- 
ing vascular  tone.  In  desperate  cases  the  subcutaneous  or 
intravenous  administration  of  large  quantities  of  physiologic 
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mil  tolucion  may  be  triedL  Resort  may  be  had  to  artificial 
raptracion  when  respiratory  paralysis  precedes  failure  of 
the 


Genus  47.    Sistrurus 

Owi^ms  Flkmiho,  PtiikM.  Zool.,  Vol.  II,  till,  p.  194  (typc,C.  miiisHs) 

(not  of  Liim.). 
OrwisUpJUrms  GtAY,  Aaa.  Phtlot.,  I  §15,  p.  205  (not  of  HoMtmyii). 
Csmdiiws  PmiHosa,  Ncue  QUm.  Rcpt.,  1 1 36,  p.  34  (type,  C.mlimitu) 

(not  of  Laitrcaci). 
Sisirwnu  Gasmah,  Mem.  Cunpr.  Zool.,  Cambr.,  Vol.  VIII.  No.  3* 

liij,  p.  no  (Cfpc,  C.  mUisnm). 

The  head  b  broad  and  low,  with  flattened  top,  and  is  very 
distinct  from  the  neck.  Its  upper  surface  is  covered  with 
nine  large  plates,  the  intemasals,  prefrontals,  frontal,  supra- 
oculars, and  parietals.  The  anal  plate  and  most  of  the 
urostq;es  are  undivided.  The  tail  is  short  and  ends  in  a 
homy  rattle  or  button.    The  scales  are  keeled. 

The  snakes  of  this  genus  diflPer  from  the  rattlesnakes  of 
the  genus  Crocalus  in  ha\4ng  the  head  covered  above  with 
large  plates  instead  of  small  scales.  The  few  species  known 
are  all  of  small  size,  and  therefore,  correspondingly  less 
dangerous  than  the  larger  rattlesnakes.  One  kind  has  been 
found  in  southern  Arizona. 

207.    Sittntnai  catouitut  edwardtti  (Baird  k  Gtrard) 

EowAROs  Massasauoa 

Ctuthp  hmus  iJmmdtid  Baiso  k  GitAao,  Cat.  N.  Amcr.  IUpc«,  Pl  t, 
Strptiits,  ii$j,  p.  IS  (type  (ocalify,  TaflMsHpM,  Msifco);  Dvii* 
■ait  ft  %mmom.  Erftol.  G^^r..  Vol.  VII,  1114.  ^  USSi  kiaft. 
U.  S.  Mci.  Bomd.  Svnr.,  Vol.  §§»  Rcpc..  t9$%  p.  If,  pL  V,  |g.  it 
lAifto,  Rep.  Pac.  R.  R.  Svnr.,  VoL  X,  Rcpc.,  t%$%  pL  XXV,  f|. 
10 1  Dvcai,  U  NnsfiWu.  Vol.  IV,  IS79,  p.  27. 

C^mslmt  idm^ni  Cora,  Mitch.  Ret.,  1S61,  p.  %t$;  Covat,  Svnr.  W. 
looch  Mcrid.,  Vol.  V,  iS7f.  ^  61a 
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Crotalus  miliarius  var.  edwardsii  Jan,  Elenco  Sist.  degli  Ofidi,  1863, 
p.  124. 

Crotalw  miliarius  Jan^  Iconogr.  Gen^r.  Ophid.,  46e  livr.,  1874>  pi.  Illf 
fig.  6. 

Caudisona  edwardsii  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  i,  1875,  p.  34; 
Yarrow,  Surv.  W.  looth  Mend.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  P-  SJ^t  Yarrow, 
Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.y  No.  24,  1883,  P-  78;  Cragin,  Trans.  Kansas 
Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  VII,  reprint  1906,  p.  118. 

Sistrurus  miliarius  var.  edwardsii  Garican,  Mem.  Mus.  Compr.  Zool., 
Cambr.,  Vol.  VIII,  No.  3,  1883,  p.  177. 

Croialophorus  caienaius  edwardsii  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol. 
XIV,  1892,  p.  685;  Cope,  Proc  Acad.  Nat.  Sd.  Phila.,  1892,  p.  336. 

Sistrurus  catenatus  edwardsii  Stejneger,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for 
1893,  1895,  P*  41^9  pl*  ^;  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898, 
1900,  p.  1 144,  fig.  328;  Stejneger,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  VoL 
XXV,  1902,  p.  158;  DiTBfARS,  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  438,  pL 
CXXV,  figs.  3,  5;  Elus  &  Henderson,  Unty.  Co'orado  Studies, 
Vol.  X,  No.  2,  1913,  p.  Ill;  Stejneger  &  Barbour,  Check  list 
N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  107;  Vorhies,  Univ.  Ariz.  Agric. 
Exper.  Station  Bull.  No.  83,  1917,  p.  364;  Terron,  Mem.  y  Rev. 
Soc.  Cient.  Antonio  Alzate,  Vol.  39,  1921,  p.  i8a 

Sistrurus  sdwardsHf  Cockbrbix,  Amer.  Nat.,  Vol.  XXX,  1896,  p.  326. 

Sistrurus  catenatus  Boulengbr,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mus.,  Vol.  Ill,  1896, 
p.  570  (part). 

Sistrurus  catenatus  consors  Brown,  Proc.  Acad  Nat.  Sd.  Phila.,  1901, 
p.  99;  Bailey,  N.  Amer.  Fauna,  No.  25, 1905,  pp.  28, 49;  Strbciuir, 
Baylor  Bulletin,  Vol.  XVIII,  No.  4,  191 5,  p.  43. 

Description. — Rather  small.  Head  flat-topped,  subellip- 
tical  in  outline  when  seen  from  above.  Rostral  moderately 
large,  bQunded  behind  by  intemasal,  anterior  nasal  and  first 
labial  plates.  Plates  on  top  of  head  are  a  pair  of  intemasals, 
a  pair  of  prefrontals,  a  frontal,  supraocular  of  each  side  and 
a  pair  of  parietals.  Superior  labials  1 1  or  1 2,  separated  from 
eye  by  one  or  two  scales.  Scales  on  body  in  23  or  25  rows, 
strongly  keeled  except  in  about  two  rows  on  each  side.  Anal 
plate  entire.  Gastrosteges  varying  in  number  from  136  to 
1 53.    Urosteges  in  a  single  series  of  from  24  to  3  h 

The  color  above  is  yellowish  brown,  with  three  series 
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of  small  chcitnut-fartnro  UoCches  along  the  mdk$  and  a  row 
of  large  brown  donal  UoCches.  A  pair  of  elongate  brown 
blotches  extend  from  the  supraoculars  bock  onto  the  neck. 
A  narrow  chestnut-brown  band  extends  down  and  back  from 
the  prefrontal  plate  to  the  eye  and  on  to  the  neck^  and  is 
bordered  below  by  a  narrow  yellowish  stripe  which  extends 
from  the  nostril  to  the  angle  of  the  mouth.  The  snout  and 
upper  jaw  are  brown,  with  two  yellow  rays  diverging  from 
the  pit.  The  chin  and  lower  jaw  are  mottled  with  brown 
and  yellow.  The  dorsal  blotches  are  about  34  to  45  in  num- 
ber between  the  head  and  the  anus^  and  are  somewhat  irreg- 
ular in  shape.  They  are  brown  bordered  with  black  and 
margined  with  yellow.  There  are  about  four  to  eight  simi- 
lar blotches  on  the  tail.  The  latertl  blotches  are  proportioo- 
ally  snudl,  and  alternate  with  the  dorsal  and  the  other  lateral 
series.  Those  of  the  upper  series  are  more  or  less  obsolete. 
Those  of  the  second  series  are  darker  and  occupy  scales  of  the 
second,  third  and  fourth  rows.  The  lowest  series  is  con- 
fined to  single  scales  of  the  first  and  second  rows.  The 
belly  is  light  stnw-oolor,  irregularly  dotted  and  sprinkled 
with  brown* 
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DUifikuikm. — Edwards  Massuauga  ranges  from  Okln- 
homa  through  wtfltern  Texas  to  the  Mexicui  border.  Three 
specimens  have  been  found  in  soufhcurcro  Arixona.  Two 
of  these,  collected  by  H.  W.  Heashaw,  have  no  more  defi- 
nite locality.  The  third  spedmca  was  secured,  by  Dr.  Wil- 
cox, on  the  parade  ground  of  Fort  Huachuca,  Codttae 
Gwnty. 
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Genus  48.    Crotalus 

Crotaius  Linnaeus,  Syst.Nat.,  lo  ed.,  1758,  Vol.  i,  p.  214  (type,  horridus)^ 
Crotaiophorus  HourruYNy  Linn.  Nat.  Hbt.,  Vol.  VI,  1764,  p.  290  {samt 

type). 
Caudisona  Laurenti,  Syn.  Rept.,  1768,  p.  92  {same  type). 
Crotalinus  Rafinesque,  Am.  Month.  Mag.,  Vol.  Ill,  181 8  (p.  446), 

Vol.  IV,  p.  41  {same  type). 
Uropsophus  Wagler,  Syst.  Amph.,  1830,  p.  176  (type,  triseriaius). 
Urocrotalon  Fitzinger,  Syst.  Kept.,  1843,  P*  ^9  (^TP^*  durissus), 
Aploaspis  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1861,  p.  206  (type,  kpida)* 
Mchmopkrys  Coues,  Surv.  W.  looth  Mend.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  P-  ^  (^ypc» 

cerastes). 

The  head  is  broad  and  low,  with  flattened  top,  and  is  very 
distinct  from  the  nedc.  Its  upper  surface  is  covered  with 
scales,  which  are  small  except  sometimes  on  the  snout.  The 
anal  plate  and  most  or  all  of  the  urosteges  are  undivided. 
The  tail  is  short  and  ends  in  a  homy  rattle  or  button.  The 
dorsal  and  most  of  the  lateral  scales  are  keeled. 

Synopsis  of  Species 

a. — Rostral  in  contact  with  anterior  nasal, 
b. — Outer  edge  of  supraocular  plate  normal,  not  raised 

into  a  horn-like  process, 
c. — ^Tail  entirely  blade;  snout  between  rostral  and  supra- 
oculars covered  with  large  plates. 

C.  molossus. — ^p.911. 

c*. — Tail  not  entirely  black;  snout  not  with  large  plates 
as  far  back  as  supraoculars, 
d. — ^Tail  light  with  black  cross-bands;  light  postocular 
line,  if  present,  reaching  row  of  scales  next  above 
supralabials  anterior  to  comer  of  mouth, 
e. — First  supralabial  usually  not  divided.    General 
coloration  grayish  or  brownish;  markings  less 
definite,  more  punctvdate ;  dorsal  blotches  usually 
not  completely  surrounded  by  light  margins. 
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f . — ^Dorsal  rhombs  usually  not  enclosing  light  later- 
al areas. 

C.  atrox.— p.  914. 


r. — Dorsal  rhombs  usually  enclosing  light  lateral 

areas  as  pale  as  the  ground  color.    Tortuga 

Island. 

C.  tortugensis. — p.  918. 

e*. — First  supralabial  usually  divided  transversely; 
general  coloration  reddish,  pinkish  or  yellowish, 
f f. — General  coloration  reddish,  pinkish  or  yellow- 
ish; markings  duller  and  less  definite;  dorsal 
blotches  not  usually  completely  surrounded  by 
light  nurgins;  gastrosteges  usually  more  num- 
erous. 

C.  axiuL— p.  919. 

fr. — Gcnenl  coloration  yellowish;  markings  much 

brighter  and  more  definite,  less  punctulate; 

dorsal  blotches  usually  completely  surrounded 

by  light  margins;  gastrosteges  usually  fewer. 

C.  lucaMnsis.— p.92S. 

d\ — Tail  brownish  or  grayish  with  darker  brown  (rare- 
ly in  part  blackish)  cross-bands;  light  postocular 
line,  if  present,  reaching  row  of  scales  next  abo%'e 
supralatnals  at  or  posterior  to  comer  of  mouth, 
if  at  all. 
ec. — Intervals  between  doml  dark  blotches  lest  than 
length  of  blotches  along  midline, 
f f f. — IXirsal  blotches  large,  forming  a  single  scries, 
g. — Rostral  not  wider  than  high, 
h. — Gastrosteges  average  more  numerous  (158 
to  189);  no  vertical  white  line  acroas  mid- 
dle of  rotfral  plate  nor  two  white  lines  on 
side  of  head. 
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I. — ^Light  postocular  line  one  scale  wide;  dark 

postocular  band  arising  txdow  anterior 

comer  of  eye. 

C.  Gonfluentusw— p.  926. 

i'. — Light  postocular  line,  if  present,  more 
than  one  scale  wide;  dark  postocular  band, 
if  distinct,  arising  below  middle  of  eye. 
j. — ^Not  from  southern  Lower  Calif (»iua} 
lateral  spots  not  so  well  defined;  color- 
ation much  less  ornate. 

C.  oreganus.— p.  930. 

j'. — Gipe  Region  of  Lower  California; 

lateral  spots  darker  brown  in  greater 

contrast;  coloration  more  ornate. 

C.  enyo. — p.  9*5. 

h*. — Gastrosteges  fewer  (145  to  160);  a  verti- 
cal white  line  across  middle  of  rostral,  con- 
tinuing onto  lower  jaw  and  expanding  be- 
tween two  wide  dark  bars  which  extend 
about  halfway  back  on  the  lower  jaw;  two 

white  lines  on  side  of  head. 

C.  wiilardL— p.958. 
g. — ^Rostral  wider  than  high;  daric  markings  more 

or  less  indefinite,  cross-banded  posteriorly. 

C.  tigris. — p.  947. 

f  f  r. — ^Dorsal  blotches  small,  in  two  series. 

C.  pnceL— p«  963. 
ee'. — Intervals  between  dorsal  dark  blotches  much 

greater  than  length  of  blotches  along  midline. 

C.  lepidus.— p.  961. 
b'. — Outer  edge  of  supraocular  plate,  raised  into  a  horn- 
like process. 

C.  cerastes.— p.  953. 

a'. — ^Rostral  separated  from  anterior  nasal  by  granular  scales. 

C.  mitcheUii.— p.949. 
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208.    Crotalut  moloMUt   Baird&Ginrd 

Black-tailbo  Rattlesnakb 

Pbtcs  99  and  106 

Cr9imlui  «M/#iiaii  Bairo  Be  GitAAO»  Cat.  N.  Amcr.  Rcpf .» Pc.  I,  Serpents* 

it5j,  p.  lo  (type  locality*  Port  Wobtltrt  St  Rite  M  Cobro, 

How  Mtlko);  DuniajL  et  Biiron,  Erp^iol.  G^iiif.,  Vol.  Vli» 
18549  p.  i4ia;  BAito»  Rep.  U.  S.  Mei.  Boond.  Surr.^  Vol.  II^ 
Rcpt.f  1859.  p.  i4»  pi.  a;  Con,  IVoc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sri.  Phila.»  %%$% 
P-  Jj8;  BAiao,  Rep.  Pac.  R.  R.  Sunr.,  Vol.  X.  Rept.,  pi.  XXIV. 
fif.  5;  Cort,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  M1M.9  No.  1,  1875,  p.  jj;  Cora,  in 
Yakkow^  Svnr.  W.  tooth  Merid.«  Vol.  V^  1875.  p.  53J;  Con, 
Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sri.  Thila.,  i88j,  p.  la;  GAtMAN,  Mem.  Mm. 
Compr.  Zool.,  Caoibr.,  Vol.  VIII,  Na  j,  i88j,  p.  iij;  Yaaaow, 
Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  No.  a4,  i88j,  pp.  la,  78;  GAtMAii,  Bull. 
Euei  liiflt..  Vol.  XIX,  1888,  p.  laj;  Con,  Ptoc.  U.  S.  Nac  Mm., 
VoL  XIV,  189a,  p.  688;  SrajNtota,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Moa.  far 
189J,  1895,  p.  4a4,  pi.  8;  Vaii  DiifavBON,  Ptoc.  CaL  Acad.  Sci, 
Ser.  a,  VoL  6,  1896,  p.  >«8;  Cora,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.  far 
1898,  1900,  p.  1154,  if.  i|0;  Baowii,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci  Phila-t 
1901,  p.  toi;  STtjNtoaa,  Ptoc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Moa.,  VoL  XXV,  i5pa, 
p.  158;  Bailit,  N.  Amer.  Faana,  Na  a^,  1905,  pp.  35,  p;  Dir. 
naas.  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  440»  pi^-  CXXIX,  if.  6,  CXXX, 
if.  4,  CXXXIIl,  if.  a;  SroNt,  Pvoc  Acad.  Nat.  ScL  PUIa..  1911, 
p.  aja;  Van  Dftniuaoai  8c  SLavm,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  ScL*  te-  4f 
Vol.  J,  191  jt  p.  4361  pb.  XVII,  XXV,  if.  I;  SrmaaiKa,  Baylor 
ByUetifi,  VoL  XVIII,  Na  4,  1915,  p.  43;  Srajitaota  8c  Baaaova, 
CiMck  Liat  N.  Aner.  Ampli.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  ttot  Voaaiat,  Univ. 
Arit.  Afrk.  Eipcr.  Statm  Bull.  Na  8j,  I9I7»  p.  J59»  pL  I,  if.  a. 

Owislmi  anMHai  Halmwbli,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sri.  PWia.,  1854,  p.  191 
(type  locafity,  PfCff  Uftft  kfCVMB  B  9mm  ftsi  Its  All- 
I0fd9»  Tom);  HaixowaLi,  Rep.  Pac.  R.  R.  Siwr.,  VoL  X,  1859^ 
p.  aj,  pi.  II;  Cora,  Pk«.  Acad.  Nai.  So.  Phila.,  i8f9b  f.  jjl. 

Cmdt9mM  wt$kism$  Cora,  m  MitcWil*i  Rcaearck  Vewn  Rattfai., 
1861,  p.  ia4;  Cort,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci  Pkila.,  t8M,  f.  jo8| 
Covtt,  S«rv.  W.  toocli  Merid.,  VoL  V,  1875.  ^  iof. 

Cn$0lmt  imiitmt  rmr.  wmkstms  GAanav,  Mcm.  Mm.  Coipr.  ZooL 
Caaibr.,  VoL  VIII,  Na  j,  1883,  p.  171. 

Crtmlmi  mr^mi  BovLavota,  Cat.  S«akca  Brit.  Mm.,  VoL  III,  1896, 

p.  I7J  (pi*t). 
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Description. — Size  large.  Head  broad,  flat-topped. 
Rostral  about  as  broad  as  high,  in  contact  with  anterior  nasal. 
Two  nasals.  Two  preoculars.  Three  postoculars.  Inter- 
nasal  and  prefrontal  region  covered  with  large  plates.  Supra- 
ocular large  but  not  raised  into  a  horn-like  process;  separated 
from  its  fellow  by  from  two  to  seven  irregular  scales.  Four- 
teen to  18  superior  and  15  to  20  inferior  labials,  first  pair 
of  latter  in  contact  on  median  line  in  front  of  single  pair  of 
genials.  Three  to  five  rows  of  scales  between  supralabials 
and  eye.  Scales  in  25  to  29  rows,  keeled  except  in  from  two 
to  four  rows  on  each  side.  Gastrosteges  varying  from  180 
to  194.  Anal  not  divided.  Urosteges  varying  from  20  to 
27,  a  few  of  the  first  and  last  sometimes  divided. 

The  ground  color  above  is  yellow,  or  yellowish,  grayish 
or  brownish  olive,  marked  along  the  bade  with  a  series  of 
dark  chocolate  or  olive  brown  blotches.  These  blotches 
often  are  irregular  in  outline  and  usually  contain,  on  each 
side,  a  few  scales  of  the  light  ground  color.  In  some  speci- 
mens the  blotches  are  separated  from  each  other  or  bordered 
by  pale  yellow  scales.  A  peculiarity  of  the  coloration  is 
that  each  individual  scale  usually  is  of  a  uniform  tint,  but 
occasionally  scales  are  particolored  as  in  most  other  species. 
Smaller  blotches  may  or  may  not  be  present  on  the  sides  be- 
low or  between  the  dorsal  rhombs.  Posteriorly  the  general 
color  becomes  browner  and  the  dark  markings  tend  to  be- 
come cross-bars  which  may  show  but  little  contrast  with  the 
darkened  ground  color.  The  rhombs  on  the  neck  often  are 
confluent  and  many  form  longitudinal  lines.  The  upper 
surface  and  sides  of  the  head  are  of  the  same  light  ground 
color  as  the  body.  The  intemasal,  prefrontal  and  supraocular 
regions  are  blackish  brown.  A  dark  brown  band  runs  bade  and 
down  from  the  eye  to  the  scale  above  the  last  supralabial, 
often  becoming  indefinite  or  obsolete  posteriorly.  There 
usually  is  a  trace  of  a  similar  dark  band  running  down  and 
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back  from  the  pit  The  lower  surfaces  are  white  or  pale 
yellow  often  clouded  or  mottled  with  gray  or  brown  on  the 
body,  especially  posteriorly  and  laterally.  The  tail  both  above 
and  below  is  black  or  blackish  brown,  sometimes  unicolor, 
but  often  with  some  lateral  paler  areas  indicating  cross- 
Length  to  innt  .  .  .  61S  796  too  S96  90S  1070 
Lenftll  of  uil  to  bafe 
of  rattle 4S  4S  6S  S4  S4  76 

Diiiribuiion. — The  area  inhabited  by  this  large  species 
extends  from  Pecos  and  £1  Paso  counties,  Texas,  west  to 
Arizona,  and  south  into  northern  Mexico. 

In  Arizona,  this  rattlesnake  is  quite  common  in  the  Hua- 
chuca  Mountains,  in  Cochise  County,  where  it  has  been 
taken  in  Ramsey,  Miller  and  Carr  canyons.  It  has  been 
collected  also  at  an  ele^'ation  of  5,000  feet  near  Blue  River, 
Greenlea  County,  and  at  an  altitude  of  6,000  feet  in  \Val« 
nut  Canyon,  in  the  Santa  Rita  Mountains.  Specimens  are  at 
hand  from  Saw  Mill  Canyon,  Santa  Rita  Mountains,  Pima 
County^  trail  between  Gardner  Canyon  and  Greaterville, 
Pima  County;  Tucson,  Pima  County^  vicinity  Pete  Moun- 
tain, Santa  Rita  Range,  Santa  Cruz  County;  Fort  Buchanan, 
Santa  Cruz  County;  and  from  the  canyon  between  Madera 
ami  Agiu  Caliente  canyons,  Santa  Rita  Mountains,  Santa 
Cruz  County,  Arizocu.  The  most  northern  record  seems  to 
be  that  of  a  specimen  secured  at  Cave  Creek,  Maricopa 
County.  C4»pe  has  recorded  a  specimen  as  taken  by  Dr. 
Meams  in  the  "Tucson  Mountains,  Yuma  County,**  probably 
an  error  for  Pima  County. 


R^msrkj. — ^Thts  species  is  easily  distinguished  by  its 
black  tail  and  snout,  and  by  the  Urge  plates  on  the  anterior 
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part  of  the  upper  surface  of  the  heacL    It  is  a  lai^ge  species 
and  very  handsomely  colored. 

Habits. — ^While  this  snake,  like  others  of  the  genus, 
doubtless  spends  most  of  its  life  on  the  ground,  Cope  men- 
tions one  which  he  discovered  in  the  act  of  springing  thrbugh 
a  bush.  It  was  suspended  over  a  branch,  and  was  heavy  in 
its  movements,  except  at  the  moment  of  leaping. 

209.     Crotalus  atrox  Baird  &  Girard 

Desert  Diamond  Rattlesnake 

Plates  100,  107,  and  lOS 

Crotalus  atrox  Baird  &  Girard,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rept.,  Pt.  i.  Serpents, 
i^SJi  PP-  5>  156  (^ypc  locality,  Indianola,  Texas);  Dum£ril  et 
BiBRON,  Erpetologie  G6n6rale,  Vol.  VII,  Pt.  2,  18S4,  p.  1482; 
Hallowell,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1S56,  p.  307;  Baird, 
U.  S.  Mex.  Bound.  Sunr.,  Vol.  II,  1S59,  p.  14,  pi.  I;  Baird,  Rep. 
Pac.  R.  R.  Sunr.,  Vol.  X,  1859,  p.  39,  pi.  XXIV,  fig.  3;  Cope,  Proc. 
Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1859,  p.  337;  Cooper,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad. 
Sci.,  Vol.  IV,  1870,  p.  66;  Cope,  in  Yarrow,  Sunr.  W.  tooth  Merid., 
Vol.  V,  1875,  P-  534;  Stejneger,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1893, 
1895,  P*  43^>  pl*  II;  ^^^  Denburoh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser. 
2,  Vol.  VI,  1896,  p.  348;  Stejneger,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol. 
XXV,  1902,  p.  158;  Bailey,  N.  Amer.  Fauna,  No.  35,  1905,  p.  49; 
DiTMARs,  The  World  Today,  Oct.  1896,  p.  1049;  Ditmars,  Reptile 
Book,  1907,  p.  452,  pis.  CXXIX,  fig.  2,  CXXX,  fig.  I,  CXXXII; 
RuTHVEN,  Bull.  Amer.  Mus.  Nat.  Hist.,  Vol.  XXIII,  1907,  p.  591; 
Strecrer,  Proc.  Biol.  Soc.  Washington,  Vol.  XXI,  1908,  p.  78; 
Ellis  &  Henderson,  Univ.  Colorado  Studies,  Vol.  X,  No.  2,  1913, 
p.  108;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4, 
Vol.  3,  1913,  p.  426;  Strecrer,  Baylor  Bulletin,  Vol.  XVIII,  No. 
4>  19159  P*  44;  Grinnell  &  Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  ZooL,  Vol. 
17,  No.  10,  1917,  p.  196;  VoRHiES,  Univ.  Ariz.  Agric.  Exper.  Station 
Bull.  No.  83,  1917,  p.  359;  Stejneger  &  Barbour,  Check  List 
N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  191 7,  p.  108;  Cowles,  Journ.  Entomol. 
&  ZooL,  Pomona  College,  Vol.  XII,  No.  3,  1920,  p.  66. 

Crotalus  adamanteus  atrox  Jan,  Rev.  Mag.  ZooL,  1859,  p.  153;  Jan, 
Elenco  Sist.  degli  Ofidi,  1863,  p.  123;  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus., 
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No.  I,  1875.  p.  jj;  Con.  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Miu.,  Na  17.  iMo,  p. 
24;  Yakrow^  B«IL  U.  S.  Nat.  Mua.»  No.  24,  tttj»  pp.  ts,  75;  Gae. 
MA»,  Mem.  Moa.  G^npr.  Zool.  Cambr.,  Vol.  VIII.  No.  j»  ttlj« 
pp.  It  J,  173;  Cora,  IVoc.  Am.  Pliiloa.  Soc.«  itis,  p.  al7;  Cora, 
Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Moa..  No.  ja,  i8l7,  p.  90;  Cora,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat. 
MiM.,  Vol.  XI,  tttt,  p.  j9i:  Cora,  Piroc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mua..  Vol. 
XII.  Itf9,  p.  147;  Cora,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Moa.,  Vol  XIV,  1892, 
p.  690;  Cora,  IVoc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Pkila.,  1892,  p.  j66;  Cora, 
Amcr.  Natiaralitt,  Vol.  XXX,  1896,  p.  loij;  Cora,  Report  U.  S. 
Nat.  Moa.  far  1898,  1900,  p.  11^,  fg.  JJ4  (part);  SroNa  8c  Ram, 
Piroc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Pkila.,  190J,  p.  jj. 

Csadisms  Mfg  Cora,  in  MitcMI't  Rcaaarch.  Vcaom  Rattkaa.^  1861, 
p.  fsi;  Cora,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1866,  p.  J09. 

Cmmdii^ns  Mt%M  var.  lawanarww  KaviiicoTT,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sd. 
Phtla.,  1861,  p.  ao6  (type  locality,  Soaon  aai  fkWiy);  Cora, 
Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sd.  Pkila.,  t86i,  p.  191. 

Oalalai  adaaMflirtu  var.  nrnwHiUsit  Jaw,  Elenco  Siaf.  dcfis  Ofidi,  i86j, 

p.  124. 
CnMdmi  sdmmmttsmt  Jaii,  Icomt*  Ohkh.  OfkiA^  Ma  lirr.,  1874,  pi.  11, 

if.  I. 

CVaiafai  amimUtmt  Cora,  in  Yaaaow.  S«rr.  W.  lootk  Merid.,  V,  t875f 

p.  ijj;  BovLavoaa,  Cat.  Snakca  Brit.  Mita.,  Vol.  Ill,  1896,  p. 

57$;  Moc^VAao,  Miia.  Sri.  au  Mciiqiie,  Pt.  Ill,  Rept.,  19091  P- 

¥^U  pl.  77,  %•.  3,  J«- 
Csmdii^ms  BJmmBtmM  Mt%M  Covat,  S«rv.  W.   toofb  Mend.,  Vol  V, 

••75»  p.  to7. 
Csmd$$§ms  ^immwmm  umimiOM  Covat,  S«rr.  W.  lootb  Merid.,  Vol.  V, 

ii7f,  p.  607. 
Cr^imlmi  ^UmmUmt  amtmUimt  Cora,  BvO.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mua.,  No.  t, 

il7f»  P-  U;  TAaaow,  BvO.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mm.,  Na  34,  t88j,  pp. 

!<•  7^;  Cora,  Proc.  Am.  Pkiloa.  Soc.,  188$,  p.  387;  Cora,  Proc. 

V.  S  Nat.  Mm.,  XIV,  189a,  p.  690;  Cora,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mua., 

far  1891.  I9a>»  p.  1158,  fif.  jja. 
Oaia/»#  fi^mtmimt  Boviawcaa,  Cat.  SMkca  Bnt.  Mut.,  VoL  III,  1896, 

p.  f7*  (part). 
Oalalai  j»«e  ^ttt  Baowa,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Set.  Pktia.,  1901,  p.  loj; 

Baowii.  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sri.  Pkila.,  190J,  p.  5ft. 

CVa<afa#  ^ifa  pkate  HmtmUtmt  Dimaas,  Reptile  Book.  1907.  p.  454  (part), 
pi   CXXXIII,  if.  I. 
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Description. — ^Large.  Head  broad,  flat-topped,  varying 
in  outline  according  to  position  of  fangs.  Rostral  usually 
higher  than  wide,  in  contact  with  anterior  nasal.  Two  nasals. 
Usually  two  preoculars  and  two  to  four  intemasals.  A 
large  scale  just  in  front  of  supraocular.  Supraocular  large 
but  not  raised  into  a  horn-like  process;  separated  from  its 
fellow  by  from  three  to  six  irregular  rows  of  scales.  About 
13  to  17  superior  and  14  to  18  inferior  labials;  first  pair 
of  latter  usually  meeting  on  median  line  in  front  of  a  single 
pair  of  genials,  but  rarely  divided.  About  three  to  five  rows 
of  scales  between  supralabials  and  eye.  Scales  in  25  to  27 
rows,  of  which  one  or  two  on  each  side  are  smooth.  Gas- 
crosteges  varying  from  179  to  191.    Urostegcs  17  to  27. 

The  general  color  is  yellowish  or  grayish  brown,  with  a 
series  of  large,  darker  brown  blotches  along  the  bade  These 
blotches  often  are  not  well  defined,  usually  are  not  com- 
pletely enclosed  in  light  borders,  and  show  much  of  the 
punctulate  or  pepper-and-salt  style  of  coloration.  The  sides 
are  more  or  less  indefinitely  spotted  or  blotched  with  daric 
brown  in  the  same  punctulate  manner,  and  sometimes  show 
pinkish  shades.  The  head  is  nearly  unicolor  above  or 
mottled  with  darker.  A  yellowish  or  whitish  stripe  runs 
across  the  side  of  the  face  from  the  preocular  plates  to  the 
mouth.  The  scales  behind  and  above  this  light  stripe  are 
darker  than  the  ground  color  and  are  set  off  posteriorly  by 
a  light  streak  which  runs  down  and  back  from  the  comer  of 
the  eye  and  strikes  the  supralabials  in  front  of  the  comer  of 
the  mouth.  The  tail  is  whitish  or  grayish  with  about  four 
to  six  black  cross  bands  or  rings.  The  lower  surfaces  are 
yellowish  white. 

Length  to  anus  _ 840         870         975        1000       1060       1280 

Length  of  tail  to  base 

of  rattle 55  65  65  83  82         102 
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R^msrkj.^-C.  sirox  h  closely  related  to  C.  iorimg^nsis^ 
C.  exiul  and  C.  Imcss^mis.  It  differs  from  both  in  the  more 
faded,  pcpper-and-cilt  ftyle  of  its  coloration.  It  may  some- 
times tK  pinkish  along  the  lower  rows  of  scales  but  seems 
never  to  develop  the  red  coloration  of  C.  exsml.  In  C.  0xsml 
the  first  labial  usually  is  dindcd  into  a  labial  and  an  inferior 
portion.  This  occurs  in  only  two  of  20  specimens  of  C.  siron 
from  Arizona.  The  largest  specimen  I  have  seen  measured 
five  feet  four  inches.    It  was  secured  at  Yuma,  Arizona* 

Disirihuiion. — The  Desert  Diamond  Rattlesnake  ranges 
from  Texas  west  to  the  deserts  of  southern  Calif omia,  and 
south  into  Sonora  (Camora),  and  probably  northeastern 
lA>wer  Califomu.    It  has  been  taken  on  Tiburon  IslancL 

In  Arizona,  it  is  the  common  rattlesnake  of  the  lower 
levels,  and  has  been  collected  at  Fort  Buchanan,  Santa  Crux 
County;  Fort  Huachuca  and  Wilcox,  Cochise  County;  Tuc- 
son and  the  Catalina  Mountains,  Pima  County;  Fort  Grant, 
Graham  County;  Rice,  Gila  County;  Cave  Creek  and  Phoe- 
nix, Maricopa  County;  Vicksburg  and  Yuma,  Yuma  County; 
and  about  15  miles  south  of  Hackberry,  Mohave  County. 

California  records  are  few  in  number.  It  has  been  taken 
at  Fort  Yuma  and  Laguna  Station,  Imperial  County,  and 
near  CoachcUa  and  Mecca,  Riverside  County. 

I  belie%'e  that  this  species  has  not  yet  been  secured  in 
I^wcr  California,  but  it  undoubtedly  occurs  in  the  north- 
caitem  part  of  the  peninsula.  Lower  California  recofds  are 
based  upon  specimens  of  C.  ImcM^mm  and  C.  0M$$d. 


, — One  specimen  contained  an  adult  ground  squtr- 
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2 1 0.     Crotalus  tortugensis  Van  Denburgh  &  Sle^n 
ToRTUGA  Island  Diamond  Rattlesnake 

Crotalus  tortugensis  Van  Denbu&gh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Set., 
Ser.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1921,  p.  398  (type  locality,  Tortuga  Island, 
Gulf  of  California,  Mexico). 


Description. — ^Large.  Head  broad,  flat-topped,  varying 
in  outline  according  to  position  of  fangs.  Rostral  usually 
higher  than  wide,  in  contact  with  anterior  nasal.  Two  nasals. 
Usually  two  preoculars  and  two  to  four  intemasals.  A  large 
scale  just  in  front  of  supraocular.  Supraocular  large  but  not 
raised  into  a  horn-like  process  j  separated  from  its  fellow 
by  from  four  to  five  irregular  rows  of  scales.  About  1 4-  to 
17  superior  and  14  to  18  inferior  labials;  first  pair  of  latter 
usually  meeting  on  median  line  in  front  of  a  single  pair  of 
genials,  but  rarely  divided.  About  three  or  four  rows  of 
scales  between  supraoculars  and  eye.  Scales  in  27  rows,  of 
which  one  or  two  on  each  side  are  smooth.  Gastrosteges 
varying  from  180  to  190.    Urosteges  16  to  25. 

The  general  color  is  yellowish,  brownish  or  pinkish,  with 
a  series  of  large,  darker  brown  blotches  along  the  back  These 
blotches  often  are  not  well  defined,  especially  posteriorly, 
are  not  completely  enclosed  in  light  borders,  and  show  much 
of  the  punctulate  or  pepper-and-salt  style  of  coloration.  The 
margins  of  the  rhombs  are  much  darker  than  the  central  por- 
tions which  usually  include  on  each  side  a  group  of  scales 
as  pale  as  the  general  ground  color.  These  light  areas  in 
the  rhombs  may  spread  and  be  connected  across  the  middle 
line.  The  sides  are  more  or  less  indefinitely  spotted  or 
blotched  with  dark  brown  in  the  same  punctulate  manner, 
and  sometimes  show  pinkish  shades.  The  head  is  nearly 
unicolor  above  or  mottled  with  darker,  with  a  light  streak 
across  the  supraocular  plate.  A  yellowish  or  whitish  stripe 
runs  across  the  side  of  the  face  from  the  preocular  plates  to 
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the  mouth.  The  tcmlcs  behind  ind  abo%'e  this  light  ttripe 
ire  darker  than  the  ground  color  and  are  fct  off  posteriorly 
by  a  light  streak  which  runs  down  and  back  from  the  comer 
of  the  eye  and  strikes  the  supralabials  in  front  of  the  comer 
of  the  mouth.  l*he  tail  is  whitish  or  gnyish  with  about  four 
to  six  black  crois  bands  or  rings.  The  lower  surfaces  are 
yellowish  white^  sometimes  clouded  with  brown. 

Unfth  lo  anal  (61         74S  7S9         197         921         912 

I^enfUi  of  uil  to  Knc 
of  rittlc  li  41  SO  67  70  70 

Disirihuiion, — This  rattlesnake  probably  is  confined  to 
Tortuga  Island,  in  the  Gulf  of  Calif omia^  Mexico. 

Remsrks, — 1  his  species  resembles  C.  ssrox  rather  than 
C.  exsul  and  C.  Itussemis.  The  firrt  labial  rarely  is  divided 
and  the  coloration  is  of  the  punctulatc  type  as  in  C.  sirox. 
The  pattern  of  the  dorsal  rhombs  is  quite  different. 

This  rattlesnake  was  common  on  Tortuga  Island.  Eight* 
een  were  collected  in  two  days  and  others  were  seen.  Three 
were  taken  at  the  fotjC  of  an  old  osprey's  nest  built  about 
the  tttK  of  a  great  cactus.  All  of  the  snakes  were  extremely 
fat  and  mo»t  of  them  contained  from  two  to  four  mice.  Most 
of  them  were  more  or  lc«s  hidden  in  little  cups  in  the  ground 
and  had  debris  or  blijcks  of  lava  over  them.  However, 
they  usually  rattled  vigimiuUy  on  one's  approach,  making 
it  easy  to  find  them. 

211.     CroUlus  exsul  Garman 

Rlt»  I>l%MoN-l>  RATTt  r%SAlCK 

PI  ltd  99  and  1 09 


Ottftflm  /t/»y  C*AaM4«,  Mem.  Mut.  CVunpr    /en J  ,  Cambr  ,  V<4.  V|||^ 

No  K  tti|.  pp  ti4.  1*4  <Mf^  k<Aiirv.  C«drM  lilaad.  Low 

Cailfonfal),  V4»   iHiitit'.N.   Prtic    (al    Ac^,  Sci.  <i<r.  .1,  Vol. 
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Scr.  2,  Vol.  5,  1895,  P'  ^57;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal« 
Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  4,  1914,  pp.  133,  145;  Grinnell  &  Camp» 
Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  17,  No.  10,  1917,  p.  196;  Stejneger 
&  Barbour,  Check  List  N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  109; 
Stephens,  Trans.  San  Diego  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  4,  1921, 
p.  6$;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4, 
Vol.  XI,  1921,  pp.  52,  71;  Nelson,  Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol. 
XVI,  1921,  p.  114. 

Crotalus  adamanteus  ruber  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV, 
1892,  p.  690  (type  locality,  unknown). 

Crotalus  atrox  ruber  Stejneger,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1893,  '895, 
p.  439;  Brown,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1901,  p.  104;  Dit- 
MARS,  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  455,  pi.  CXXXII,  fig.  2;  Ritter, 
Copeia,  1921,  No.  94,  p.  29. 

Crotalus  confluentus  Boulenger,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mus.  Vol.  Ill,  1896, 
P«  576  (parO;  MocQUARD,  Nouv.  Arch.  Mus.  Hist.  Nat.,  Ser.  4, 
Vol.  I,  1899,  p.  332. 

Crotalus  ruber  Van  Denburgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  2,  Vol.  5, 
1895,  p.  1007;  Van  Denburgh,  Occas.  Papers  Cal.  Acad.  Sci., 
Vol.  V,  1897,  p.  226;  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  i9cx>, 
p.  1 167,  fig.  ^ZS\  Meek,  Field  Columbian  Mus.,  Zool.  Ser.,  Vol. 
VII,  No.  I,  1906,  p.  17;  Atsatt,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  12, 
No.  3,  1913,  p.  44. 

?  Crotalus  confluentus  Mocquard,  Nouv.  Arch.  Mus.  Hist.  Nat.,  Paris, 
Scr.  4,  Vol.  I,  1899,  p.  332. 

f  Crotcl4s  confluentus  var.  atrox  Mocquard,  Miss.  Sci.  au  Mcxique, 
Pt.  Ill,  Rept.,  1909,  p.  969,  pi.  77,  figs.  5,  5a. 

Crotalus  atrox  Towns  end,  Bull.  Amer.  Mus.  Nat.  Hist.,  Vol.  XXXV, 
1 91 6,  p.  426. 

Description. — ^Large.  Head  broad,  flat-topped,  varying 
in  outline  according  to  position  of  fangs,  etc.  Rostral  usually 
higher  than  wide,  in  contact  with  anterior  nasal.  Two  nasals. 
Usually  two  preoculars,  three  postoculars,  and  two  to  four 
intemasals.  A  large  scale  just  in  front  of  supraocular.  Supra- 
ocular large  but  not  raised  into  a  horn-like  process}  separated 
from  its  fellow  by  six  or  seven  irregular  rows  of  scales. 
About  13  to  18  superior  and  14  to  19  inferior  labials j  first 
pair  of  latter  usually  divided  transversely,  in  which  case  the 
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labial  portions  do  not  meet  on  median  line  in  front  of  the 
tingle  pair  of  genials.  About  four  rows  of  scales  between 
supralabials  and  eye.  Scales  in  27  to  29  rows,  of  which  one 
or  two  on  each  side  are  smooth.  Gastrostegcs  varying  from 
185  to  201.    Urosteges  16  to  26. 

The  general  color  is  light  red,  reddish  cinnamon,  or 
brownish  yellow,  with  a  series  of  large  darker  blotches  along 
the  back.  These  blotches  are  sometimes  very  indefinite, 
e^)edally  toward  the  sides.  On  the  middle  of  the  back  they 
are  separated  by  light  yellow  or  white.  This  light  edging 
may  or  may  not  be  continued  onto  the  sides,  where  smaller 
indefinite  dark  blotches  may  often  be  seen.  The  head  is 
unicolor  above.  A  faint  light  stripe  crossci  the  side  of  the 
face  from  the  preocular  plates  to  the  mouth.  The  scales 
behind  and  above  this  light  stripe  are  a  little  darker  than 
the  ground  color,  and  sometimes  are  set  off  posteriorly  by 
a  light  line  running  down  and  back  from  the  posterior  comer 
of  the  eye  and  striking  the  supralabials  in  front  of  the  comer 
of  the  mouth.  The  tail  is  ash-color  with  from  three  to  five 
black  rings  or  cross  ban.  The  lower  surfaces  are  yellowish, 
often  faintly  clouded  with  lisht  brown. 


Length  19  MM 

J7» 

III 

9JS 

960 

1010 

1160 

Lrngtii  of  Uil  10  rMtIt 

.  4« 

SI 

ts 

60 

7$ 

96 

Disirihuiion. — This  rattlesnake  was  first  described  from 
a  specimen  of  unknown  origin.  It  has  since  been  found  in 
the  westem  parts  of  San  Diego  and  Riverside  coyqtic%  Cali- 
fomia,  and  in  the  northem  portion  of  Lower  Califomta, 
but  not  in  the  Gipe  Region. 

In  Calif omia,  it  has  been  collected  in  Riverside  County 
at  San  Jacinto,  Riverside,  Rcche  Canyon,  the  San  Jadnto 
Mountains  near  Cabazon,  and  at  Dos  Palmos  Spring,  Santa 
R(>u  Mountains,  and  in  San  Diego  County  at  Twin  Oaks, 
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De  Luz,  Dulzura,  El  Nido,  Witch  Creek,  Poway,  Escon- 
dido,  La  JoUa,  and  at  Mountain  Spring. 

In  northern  Lower  California,  it  is  known  to  occur  near 
Ensenada,  San  Quentin,  San  Tonus,  Matomi,  Agua  Escon- 
dito,  Santa  Catalina,  San  Matias,  Turtle  Bay,  San  Salado 
Canyon,  and  in  the  San  Matias,  Cocopah  and  San  Pedro 
Martir  Mountains,  and  on  Cerros  Island.  It  has  been  found 
also  on  Angel  de  la  Guardia,  South  San  Lorenzo,  San  Mar- 
cos and  Monserrate  islands  in  the  Gulf  of  California. 

Habits. — ^This  large,  heavy  rattlesnake  is  common  on 
the  coast  slopes  of  southern  California  and  northern  Lower 
California.  It  inhabits  chiefly  chaparral-covered  and  rodcy 
hill-slopes.  It  is  reported  as  seen  well  up  in  bushes  in  Reche 
Canyon.  Atsatt  states  that  one  was  extremely  active  when 
found  at  daylight  in  the  morning  of  August  23,  1908,  at 
Dos  Palmos  Spring.  Evidently  it  was  not  chilled  by  the 
night  temperature.  Another  very  active  and  demonstrative 
rattler  was  seen,  but  it  retreated  into  a  cleft  in  the  rocks, 
from  which  it  could  not  be  dislodged. 

Regarding  the  length  of  time  an  individual  of  this 
subspecies  may  continue  to  rattle  without  apparent  external 
stimulus.  Dr.  Wm,  E.  Ritter  writes: 

"The  snake  was  some  20  or  30  feet  from  a  trail  on  which 
I  was  slowly  and  quietly  walking,  and  discovered  itself  to 
me  by  setting  up  a  vigorous  whir.  As  it  was  partly  conceal- 
ed by  vegetation  I  should  certainly  have  passed  it  by  un- 
noticed but  for  its  noise.  In  this  instance  its  "warning*' 
would  surely  have  resulted  in  its  death  were  I  a  sharer  in 
the  usual  vengefulness  against  rattlesnakes.  As  a  matter 
of  fact  I  did  nothing  to  disturb  his  peace  of  mind  except  to 
move  around  in  various  ways  on  my  trail  for  the  purpose  of 
learning  something  about  the  rattle  business. 

"That  the  animal  was  keenly  watching  my  every  move- 
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mcnt,  ind  was  regulating  his  rattle  to  a  considerable  extent 
l>y  what  he  saw,  was  nunifest  from  the  crcscendos  and  dimin- 
uendos corresponding  to  my  alternating  periods  of  move- 
ment and  perfect  quief .  But  there  were  diminutions,  intensi- 
fications and  momentary  cessations  in  the  rattle  beyond  the 
\*anations  in  my  movements.  My  impression  was  that  the 
tail  vil>ration  tended  to  Ik  irregularly  r>thmic  independently 
of  the  stimulus,  though  my  obicr\'ations  were  not  sufficiently 
full  to  establish  this  surmise. 

^'The  snake  was  coiled  when  I  first  saw  him,  but  the  coil 
was  not  the  strike  coil.  Nor  did  he  change  his  position  as 
long  as  I  watched  him.  K%'en  the  head  was  moved  very 
little,  if  at  all.  So  far  as  I  could  make  out,  the  only  part 
of  him  in  motion  was  the  tip  of  his  tail.  Thinking  that  as 
giKxi  a  test  as  I  could  make  of  my  presence  as  a  rattle  entic- 
ing stimulus  would  be  to  move  slowly  and  quietly  away; 
this  I  did.  At  about  80  paces  from  the  snake,  the  trail, 
curbing  around  a  steep  slope,  took  me  out  of  sight  of  his 
position  and  beyond  the  sound  of  his  rattle.  The  sound 
became  so  faint  at  this  point  that  I  could  not  decide  posi- 
tively whether  it  actually  stopped  or  continued  but  inaudibly 
to  me.  I  am  quite  sure,  however,  from  its  evenness,  that 
its  general  intensity  of  the  whir  gradually  diminished  as  I 
mo%'ed  away.  Nor  could  I  tell  certainly  whether  I  was  in 
range  of  his  vision  the  whole  time. 

^Why  I  so  unfortunately  failed  to  return  a  little  bter 
to  see  what  was  going  on,  and  to  take  other  means  of  testing 
the  snakeS  behavior,  I  do  not  now  recall.  Probably  I  imagined 
I  had  more  important  duties  elsewhere,  though  now  I  doubt 
this.  The  entire  time  of  the  observation  was  something 
more  than  20  minutes. 

''At  the  time  of  ranlesnake  encounter  thus  narrated, 
I  was  greatly  interested  in  the  different  beha%rior  of  this 
individual  from  that  of  one  of  the  same  species  I  came 
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upon  a  few  years  before.  On  the  earlier  occasion  the  snake 
was  almost  in  the  path  I  was  traveling,  and  I  became  aware 
of  his  presence  only  by  seeing  him  where  he  was  within 
easy  kicking  or  striking  distance  from  me.  Furthermore, 
I  had  an  iron  bar  in  my  hand  at  this  time,  one  blow  with 
which,  had  I  chosen  to  deal  it,  would  have  finished  the  life 
of  the  snake.  (I  was  wholly  unarmed  during  my  tete-a-tete 
with  rattler  No.  2).  But  in  spite  of  a  variety  of  pokings 
with  my  iron  bar,  I  failed  to  elicit  from  this  individual,  rattle 
or  any  real  effort  to  strike,  or  other  evidence  of  fear  or 
solicitude  about  safety.  Indeed,  it  almost  seemed  as  though 
this  creature  was  abnormal  in  some  way,  though  I  saw  no 
evidence  of  this  beyond  what  has  just  been  indicated. 

^^Af ter  I  had  spent  as  much  time  with  the  snake  as  I 
thought  profitable  I  went  on  my  way  and  he  did  the  same, 
in  seemingly  normal  fashion. 

'Wherefore  the  difference  in  behavior  of  these  two  in- 
dividual rattlesnakes?  Any  answer  I  might  give  to  the 
question  would  be  almost  wholly  speculative.  The  indubi- 
table facts  deserving  special  attention  are  these:  Snake  No.  1 
made  not  the  slightest  effort  toward  self-preservation,  though 
under  the  provocation  of  great  danger.  On  the  other  hand, 
snake  No.  2,  while  not  in  the  least  danger,  set  up  a  noise 
which,  so  far  as  the  act  itself  was  concerned,  was  an  invita- 
tion to  certain  death. 

"Since  writing  the  above  I  have  mentioned  the  case  to  my 
colleague.  Dr.  F.  B.  Sumner,  whose  work  leads  him  a  good 
deal  over  the  mesas  in  this  region.  He  remarks,  "I  can 
duplicate  your  observation  several  times  over."  Surely  there 
is  much  yet  to  be  learned  about  the  ways  of  rattlesnakes!" 
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2 1 2.    CroUlut  lucasensts  Van  Denburgh 

San  Lucan  Diamond  Rattlcsnakb 

PUtet  98  ind  1 00 

CsmJiioms  mlr^n  /•if«r»/«/fi  Core,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  PhiU.«  ll6l, 

CrMsImi  sJsmsmifmi  stfM  Con,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  No.  t,  ll75, 
P-  JJ  (p«'t>;  Yaaaow,  Bull.  I'.  S.  Nat.  Mu«.,  No.  24,  illj,  p.  75 
(part);  Con,  Pnic.  V.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  Veil.  XII,  lll^,  p.  I47;  Cori« 
Pruc.  r.  S  Nat.  Mut..  Vol  XIV,  il^i,  p.  St  (part);  Con,  Rqwrt 
l*.  S.  Nat.  Mu«.,  livl  (1900),  p.  1164  (part). 

Cr^isJut  s0wi  Va»  Dtnat  a(«M,  fVoc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  3,  Vol.  5, 
I'v^f  p-  i<^;  NtLBOw,  Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  XVI,  1921, 
pp.  114,  11$:  Tiftftoii,  Mem.  y  Rev.  Snc.  Cient.  Antonio  Abate, 
V«J.  .1^  ivii,  pp.  »*$•  th$,  190  (part). 

f  O^islus  i^mjlmemui  McK^tAao,  Noiiv.  Arch.  Mua.  HiaC.  Nat.,  Pant, 
Ser.  4,  Vi4.  I,  tlw.  p-  J.U- 

f  Cf^uiut  {•mjimemtut  irar.  mlr^n  MocqtAfto,  Mita.  Sci.  ay  Meiique, 
Pt.  III.  Kept.,  isov,  p.  *M.  pi-  77,  %».  J,  Jt  (part). 

Cruslui  Imisifmut  Vau  DtNaiacN,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  4,  Vol. 
X,  N(i.  3,  1930,  p.  39,  pi-  )•  H'  *  (^TP^  locality,  AgWI  ClMtOft 
Ccpt  RagloQ  of  Low  Cailfonfait  lloiko);  Van  DtHataAii 

Ac  Sitviw,  Proc.  Cal.  .Acad.  Set.,  Ser.  4,  V<4.  XI,  1931,  pp.  53,  70; 
NtLftoii,  Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  XVI,  1931,  pp.  114,  115. 

iJ^uhfiion. — Large.  Head  broad^  flat-topped,  varying 
in  outline  according  to  position  of  fangt.  Roitral  usually 
higher  than  wide,  in  contact  with  anterior  nasal.  Two  nasals. 
Usually  two  prcoculars  and  two  to  four  intemasals.  A  large 
scale  just  in  front  of  supraocular.  Supraocular  large  but 
not  raised  into  a  horn-like  process;  separated  from  its  fellow 
by  from  six  to  eight  irregular  rows  of  scales.  About  1 4  to 
1 8  superior  and  1 5  to  1 9  inferior  labials)  first  pair  of  latteri 
if  not  di%'ided,  meeting  on  median  line  in  front  of  a  single 
pair  of  genials.  About  6%^  rows  of  scales  between  supra- 
labials  and  eye.  Scales  in  about  27  rows,  keeled  excqit  in 
one  or  two  rows  on  each  side.  Gastrasteget  varying  from  1 16 
to  199.    Urosteget  17  to  26. 
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The  general  color  is  yellowish  brown,  or  brownish  yel- 
low, with  a  series  of  large  darker  brown  blotxrhes  along  the 
back.  These  blotches  are  well  defined,  are  usually  enclosed 
in  continuous  light  borders  laterally  as  well  as  dorsally,  and 
show  little  of  the  punctulate  or  pepper-and-salt  style  of 
coloration  so  characteristic  of  C.  atrox.  The  sides  are  clouded 
or  blotched  with  brown  more  or  less  indefinitely  outlined 
with  light  yellow  or  white.  The  head  is  somewhat  mottled 
above.  A  yellow  or  white  stripe  runs  across  the  side  of  the 
face  from  the  preocular  plates  to  the  mouth.  The  scales 
behind  and  above  this  light  stripe  are  darker  than  the  ground 
color  and  are  set  off  posteriorly  by  a  light  streak  which  runs 
down  and  back  from  the  comer  of  the  eye  and  strikes  the 
supralabials  in  front  of  the  comer  of  the  mouth.  The  tail 
is  grayish  with  about  four  to  six  blade  cross*bands.  The 
lower  surfaces  are  yellowish  white. 

Length  to  anu8 900         925         93  S       1062       1070 

Length  of  uil  to  base  of  rattle_  47  S3  80  78  90 

Distribution. — Crotalus  lucasensis  may  be  restricted  to 
the  Cape  Region  of  Lower  California,  where  it  has  been 
taken  at  Cape  San  Lucas,  La  Paz,  Pidulingua  [Pichilinque?  ] 
Bay,  San  Jose  del  Cabo,  Sierra  El  Taste,  and  Agua  Caliente. 

Five  rattlesnakes  from  San  Jose  Island  seem  to  belong 
to  this  species. 

213.    Crotalus  confluentus  Say 

Prairie  Rattlesnake 

Plates  101  and  110 

/    Crotalus  viridis  Rafinesque,  Am.  Month.  Mag.,  Vol.  IV,  i8i8,  p. 

41. 
Crotalus  cof\ftuentus  Say,  In  Long's  Exped.  Rocky  Mts.,  Vol.  II,  1823, 

p.  48  (type  locality,   ^'Valley  of  the   Arkansa,"    near   Bell's 

Springs,  Colorado);  Baird  &  Girard,  Cat.  N.  Amer.  Rept.,  Pt.  i, 

Serpents,  1853,  p.  8;  Baird  &  Girard,  in  Marcy's  Expl.  Red  River, 
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liS.l,  p.  217.  7mA.  pi.  I;  Hailovill.  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila., 
il<6,  p.  3$o;  Baud,  U.  S.  Pac.  R.  R.  Surv.,  Vol.  X,  ti$9«  Rcpf.» 
p.  40;  BAiai>,  l*.  S.  Mri.  Bdund.  Surv.,  VcjI.  II«  iI<9»  Rcpt.,  p.  I4; 
Core,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  5Kt.  Phili.,  tll<9  (1I60),  p.  3,17;  Coorca, 
r.  S.  Pic.  R.  R.  Surv.,  Vol.  XII,  Pt.  Ill,  1I60,  p.  )v^  H-  XII; 
Coorta,  Amcr.  Nituri]i%c,  1169,  p.  124;  Core,  Bull.  L*.  S.  Nat. 
Muf.,  No.  I,  1 175,  p.   vi;  Yaaaow,  Surv.  W.  ic»fh  Merid.,  Vol. 
V,  il7J,  p    <.lo  (part);  Cotct  h  YAiaow,  Bull.  CkoI.  Sunr.  Terr. 
(Ili>dcn),  Vc4.  IV,  No.  I,  il7l,  p.  3f»:;  Con,  Amcr.  Nafuraliif, 
Vol    XIII.  ii79»  p.  4.K;  Core,  Bull.  L*.  S.  Nat.  Muf.,  No.  17, 
ilKc,  p.  34;  CaACtii,  Trint.  Kantat  Acad.  Sci.»  Vol.  VII,  illi, 
p.    Ill;  GAaMAii,  Mrm.   Mut.  Compr.  Zool.,  Vol.   VIII,  No.  j, 
>'*3*  PP'  i*4»  I?';  OAaMAH,  Bull.  K%Ars  Init.,  Vol.  XVI,  No.  1, 
i*M»  p*  34;  SiijaiiGta,  N.  Amcr.  Fauna*  No.  5,  tlvi,  p.  lit; 
TATLoa,  Ann.  Rep.  Nrbratka  State  Board  Afric.  far  §191,  1193, 
p.  J$4;  Hav,  Proc.  l*.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  Vol.  XV,  1I93,  p.  JI7;  Cottt, 
lltft.  Kip.  I^f»it  h  Clark,  ll9.i.  Vol.  I,  p.  313,  Vol.  II,  p.  373; 
SrejMCcea,  Report  L*.  S.  Nat.  Mu«.  Uw  1I93,  1I95,  p.  440,  pi. 
13.  BfyttiHcca,  Cat.  Snakea  Brit.  Mut.,  Vol.  Ill,  1196,  p.  $76 
(partt;  Va»   DcaaiacN,  CVcaa.  V^y€f%  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  V, 
t'V^t  P*  >>'•  ^•;  Baowii,  Proc.  .Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1901,  p. 
104;  BanwH,  Prvic.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1903,  p.  551;  BaaHtov, 
Kantat  I'mv.  Sn.  Bull,  Vol.  II,  No.  13,  1904,  p.  436,  f^,  39;  BaiLir* 
N.  Amcr.  Fauna,  No.  3(,  190^,  pp.  3$,  $o\  MoiLcr,  Trant.  Kantat 
Acad.  Set ,  Vol.  VI,  reprint,  1906,  p.  3$;  DitMaat,  Reptile  Book, 
1907.  p  45(»  pift.  CXXIX,  Af.  4*  CXXX,  %.  3,  CXXXIV,  fig.  I; 
CtaT,  N.  Amcr.  Fauna,  No.  33,  191 1,  pp.  3t,  33,  t?;  Etut  h 
lla«Daato»,  Univ.  Colorado  5kiMbes  Vol.  X,  Na  ),  §913,  p.  I09; 
Siaacaaa,  Baylor  Bulletin,  Vol  XVIII,  No.  4.  %9tU  P*  44;  E4ua 
k  Ha>MatOH,  Univ.  Colorado  BuU  ,  Vol.   XV,  No.  6,   1915.  p. 
363;  VoaMiKt,  Univ.  Aru.  Agric.   Kaper.  Station  BulL  No.  %y^ 
iviT*  p-  J^;  Srijnacta  h  Baaaoia,  Clicck  Lite  N.  Aincr.  AaiplL 
K<1>*  f  >9i7«  p-  (c^;  Vah  IHnii'acit  ii  Slivih,  Ptac.  CaL  Acad. 
Sci,  Ser   4,  Vol.  XI,  I93i.  P-  40. 

Cm^i  kimmm  HaLiAf»iLi,  pToc.  Acad.  Nat.  Set.  Pliila..  Vol.  VI. 
1I53,  p.  iSo  (type  locality,  ClWt  TlBbtfB);  HaLU>waiL,  in  Sii- 
greavet*  l^ped.  /uAi  and  Colorado  Rivcrt.  tlfa,  p.  139  (part). 

Cw^Uimt  sJsmsmtm  var.  rai|/fn/nmj,  Ja«,  Rev.  et  Mag.  Zool.,  ilf9, 
No.  13,  repr.  p.  ai;  Jan,  Uenco  Sitt.  dcfb  Uftdi,  il^j,  p.  I  la* 
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Caudisona  leconiei  Cope,  in  MitcheH's  Research.  Venom.  Ratdesn , 
186I9  p.  121;  Hayden,  Geol.  Nat.  Hist.  Upp.  Missouri^  1862,  p. 

177. 
Caudisona  confluenia  Cope,  in  Mitcheirs  Research.  Venom  Rattlesn., 

1 86 1,  p.  122;  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1866,  p.  309; 

Cope,  Ann.  Rep.  U.  S.  Geol.  Surv.  Terrs.,  1871  (1872),  p.  476; 

Allen,  Proc.  Boston  Soc.  Nat.  Hist.,  Vol.  XVII,  1874,  p.  69; 

CouES,  Surv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  P-  ^4« 
Croialus  durissus  Wied,  Verz.  Rept.  Reisse  Nord.  Amer.,  1865,  p.  6$, 

pi.  VII,  figs.  1-3. 
Caudisona  confluenta  Ucontei  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1886, 

P-  307. 
Crotalus  adamanteus  atrox  Yarrow,  Surv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  Vol.  V, 

1875,  p.  529. 

/  Crotalus  lucifer  Yarrow,  Surv.  W.  lOOth  Merid.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  p. 
529. 

Crotalus  confluentus  confluentus  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1883, 
p.  11;  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1892,  p.  23^\  Cope, 
Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus ,  Vcl.  XIV,  1892,  p.  692;  Taylor,  Amer. 
Naturalist,  Vol.  XXVI,  1892,  p.  752;  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat. 
Mus.  for  1898,  1900,  p.  1 170,  fig.  23^  (part). 

Crotalus  confluentus  pulverulentus  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila., 
1883,  p.  II  (type  locality,  vicinity  Lake  Valley,  New  Mexico); 
Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1892,  p.  692;  Cope,  Re- 
port U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900,  p.  1174,  fig.  337. 

Description. — Moderate.  Head  broad,  flat-topped,  vary- 
ing in  outline  according  to  position  of  fangs,  etc  Rostral 
much  higher  than  wide,  in  contact  with  anterior  nasal.  Two 
nasals.  Usually  two  preoculars  and  four  intemasals*  A 
large  scale  just  in  front  of  supraocular  and  occasionally  large 
scales  on  prefrontal  region.  Supraocular  large  but  not  raised 
into  a  horn-like  process;*  separated  from  its  fellow  by  from 
three  to  six  irregular  rows  of  scales.  Fourteen  to  seven- 
teen superior  and  a  similar  number  of  inferior  labials; 
first  pair  of  latter  meeting  in  front  of  single  pair  of 
genials.    Two  to  four  rows  of  scales  between  supralabials 

*Garm«n  mentiont  •  tpecimen  with  horn-like  supraocular. 


fV    r»rit>.L'>i.  l<  *n.  Sii.  \..i    X 


|V.s  0>«aiai.ii| 


i 


i 


I! 


I 


41.    CROTALVS  929 


and  eye.  Scales  in  25  Co  29  rowti  keeled  except  in  one  to 
three  ruwi  of  each  side.  Gastrosteges  vaiying  from  1 77  to 
188.  Urosteges  l6to28• 
l'hc  ground  color  is  grayish  or  yellowish  browni  marked 
along  the  back  mith  a  leries  of  large  darker  brown  blotches 
which  usually  become  crots-bars  or  incomplete  rings  post- 
eriorly. These  blotches  are  paler  centrally  than  about  their 
edges,  and  \'ary  greatly  in  shape  and  amount  of  sepanuion. 
Smaller  alternating  dark  blotches  are  usually  present  on  the 
sides.  Many  of  the  scales  between  or  around  the  dark  dorsal 
blotches  are  light,  either  gray  or  white.  These  colors  some- 
times show  between  the  dark  lateral  blotches  also.  Many 
specimens  show  a  light  transverse  streak  on  the  supraocular. 
A  dark  streak  runs  from  the  eye  to  the  comer  of  the  mouth, 
the  line  of  its  lower  edge  pasnng  in  front  of  the  eye  or 
striking  it  about  under  its  anterior  comer.  This  dark  streak 
is  bordered  above  by  a  light  streak  which  b  not  wider  than 
the  width  of  one  scale  and  passes  above  the  comer  of  the 
mouth.  Another  narrow  light  streak  crosses  the  side  of  the 
face  tielow  the  dark  one,  and  is  bordered  in  front  by  dark 
brown  on  the  side  of  the  snout.  The  tail  b  provided  with 
brown  and  light  rings  or  cross-bars,  a  few  of  the  former, 
near  the  tip  of  the  tail,  being  sometimes  blackish.  The  lower 
surfaces  art  dull  yellow  or  white,  sometimes  clouded  with 
brown. 

^The  color  varies  greatly,  being  sometimes  duller,  some- 
times brighter,  lighter  rr  daricer,  depending  upon  age,  sea- 
son, condition  of  skin,  climate,  and  the  predominating  color 
of  surroundings.*^ 

Lcflftk  to  MIOI  . .         S9S 

LrngtJi  of  uil  to  ranit    .  17 

DfjirJ^NHi.— ''BroKily  speaking,  the  Prairie  Rattlc- 
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snake  occupies  the  area  bounded  in  the  East  by  the  ninety- 
siscth  meridian  and  the  Upper  Missouri  Valley  j  by  the  main 
divide  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  in  the  Westj  by  the  thirty- 
third  parallel  in  Texas  and  the  Mexican  boimdary  further 
west  in  the  South}  and  by  the  fiftieth  parallel  in  the  north. 
Although  the  main  divide  of  the  Rocky  Moimtains  in  this 
northern  region  seems  to  be  the  limit  of  its  extention  to  the 
west,  yet  in  at  least  one  place  where  there  is  no  high  crest  to 
obstruct  its  passage  across,  it  has  been  found  on  the  western 
slope,  viz.;  at  Lemhi,  Idaho."^  It  has  not  been  taken  in 
Nevada,  nor  in  any  of  the  Pacific  States.  Specimens  have 
been  recorded  from  a  number  of  localities  in  Arizona,  as, 
Cave  Creek,  Maricopa  County,  Wilcox,  Cochise  County, 
Apache,  Navajo  County,  Camp  Grant,  Graham  County,  and 
Fort  Buchanan,  Santa  Cruz  County. 

Remarks. — ^The  Arizonan  specimens  which  I  have  seen 
are  not  really  typical  Crotalus  confluentus.  Nevertheless  they 
seem  to  be  more  like  that  species  than  like  Arizonan  speci- 
mens of  C.  oreganus.  It  is  possible  that  they  are  merely 
abnormal  individuals  of  the  latter  species,  but  until  more 
specimens  have  been  secured  it  seems  best  to  continue  to  re- 
gard them  as  C.  confluentus. 

214.     Crotalus  oreganus  Holbrook 

Pacific  Rattlesnake 

Plates  98,  101,  102,  111,  and  112 

Crotalus  oreganus  Holbrook,  N.  Amer.  Herpet.,  Ed.  i,  Vol.  4,  1840, 
p.  115,  pi.  29  [-XXIV]  (type  locality,  banks  of  the  Oregon  or 
Columbia  River);  Gill,  Science,  Ser.  2,  Vol.  17,  1903,  p.  910; 
Grinnell  &  Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  17,  No.  10, 
1917,  p.  194;  Cowles,  Journ.  Entomol.  &  Zool.,  Pomona  College, 
Vol.  XII,  No.  3,  1920,  p.  66;  Stephens,  Trans.  San  Diego  Soc. 
Nat.  Hist.,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  4,  1921,  p.  65;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin, 

*Stejneger.  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1893. 
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Pmc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Srr.  4.  Vol.  XI,  1911.  H*-  *9,  .l^t  40,  Jj; 
NciftOH,  Mfin.  Nat.  Acad.  Set.,  Veil.  XVI,  1921,  p.  114. 

Ow«/mi  tirtfnmi  ItoiiirMiK,  N.  Amcr.  Ilerpet.,  Kd.  3,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  31, 
\A,  III;  B4iai>  h  GiftAiD,  Cat.  N.  Amrr.  Rq^t-,  Pt.  t,  Srrprntt, 
i*n,  p  I4C;  Baiio,  I*.  S.  Pac.  R.  R.  Surv  ,  Rq^t.,  Veil.  X,  tll$9t 
p.  1 4,  pi.  XXIV,  %.  6;  Corr,  PircK.  .<\rad-  Nat.  fWi.  Phila.,  it (9, 
p.  11-,  Vaw  DKHtt-ftcN,  Pn»c.  Amcr.  Philm.  Sc,  Veil.  XXXVII, 
No  1(7,  ti9t,  p.  I4I;  Bio«M,  Pmc.  .^cad.  Nat.  Set.  Phila.,  190I, 
p.  \o%\  Van  DtMat'ftcN,  Pmc.  Cal.  Acad-  Sii.,  Scr.  1,  /ool..  Vol.  4, 
No.  I,  190c,  pp.  .Y,  I  A,  iR;  DtTMAftt,  Rrpfile  B^Mik,  If/rr,  p.  45t» 
pit.  CXXIX,  %.  .1,  CXXX,  fif.  3,  CXXXIV,  ^.  2;  SroNK,  Pmc. 
Aca4l.  Nat.  Set.,  Phila.,  1911.  p.  3.13;  Van  Dkhsi  ftcN,  Pmc.  Cal. 
Acad  Set.,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  .1,  I912,  pp.  I49.  Mi,  ict;  Van  DKHtt'ftCff  & 
SicviM,  Prvx.  Cal.  Acad.  Si,  Scr.  4t  Viil  1,  191  U  p-  43l;  Va» 
DrMtracN  h  Slkviv,  Pmc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  4,  I9I4,  pp.  I,vi» 
I. it.  141 ;  FvtiMAVM,  Ccipria,  i9Mt  No.  14;  BtVAirr,  Copcta, 
191  <,  No.  2.1;  RicNAftDAoM,  Pnpc.  r.  S.  Nat.  Mu«-,  Vol.  4I,  191$, 
p-  41.1;  Vam  DtMat'ftcN  h  Str%iM,  Pn>c.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  4, 
Vol.  <,  No.  4,  19M,  p.  tr«^;  Diet,  I'niv  Cal.  Publt.  Zfxil.,  Vol.  16, 
Nn  I-,  i9il>,  pp.  10-,  V.A-.  SrKjHtf.ra  Ac  BAaaota,  Check  Utt 
N  .Amcr  .Amph  Kept  191"*  p  HO;  VoaNiti,  I'ntr.  Artr  Aftrk. 
l-ipcr  Stat  on  Bull  Nf>  it,  191"*,  p  .1^;  BiAMCNAto,  Copcia, 
I921,  Nil   V3,  p.  h. 

CrwUlmt  /tift/fr  BAiaii  Ai  Ctia4aii,  Pr«ic.  .Acad.  Nat.  Si.  Phila.,  Vol.  VI, 
1X2.  p  I*-*  (type  IcKality.  OrtgOO  and  CaUfOTBia);  Baud  Ac 
(•laAan,  Cat.  N.  .Amcr  Rq»t  ,  Pt.  1,  Scr|«cnft,  i*Ci,  p.  A;  CfttAao, 
r.S.  l-aplor  i-«|icd  .llrrprt  ,  il<i,  p.  iH".  pi  XV,  fi|p  |.A;BAiao, 
r  S  Pac  R  R  Surr  .  V«J  X.  Rcpt  .  1M9.  p.  to,  |i|  XI.  Hau 
Lo«rti.  r  S  Pac  R  R  Surv  ,  Vol  X.  1K9.  pi  III;  Cnrt.  Proc. 
Aca«l  Nat.  Si  Phila,  il(v.  p.  J.17;  C<Miria,  Rep.  Pacific  R.  R. 
Stirv.,  Vol  XII,  pt.  III.  I IV.,  p.  29 (;  l^>Bt>.  Natural.  Vancouvcf 
lU  ,  Vf4.  II,  iW^,  p.  loi;  YAaaow,  Surv  W  looth  Mend.,  Vol. 
V,  li'C,  p  (29;  Cort,  in  VAaaow  Hurv  \V  loofh  Mcrtd  ,  Vol. 
V,  il-<,  p  <n;  Corr.  Bull  l'  S  Nat  Mu« .  No.  1,  il^f,  p.  jj; 
liH  ai«t«fo«,  Amcr  Nafuralitt,  lift  ,  p  29(.  C*4aM4M^  Mem.  Mm. 
Oiiiipr  Ami,  Cambr  ,  ViJ.  V|||,  No  1,  i^li,  p  114;  YAtaov. 
Bull  r.  S  Nat.  Mu« ,  No.  24,  ilii.  pp  12,  7^.  Cort»  Standard 
Nat  Hut.,  Vc4.  Ill,  ilf(,  1*1  facinf  p  i«^,  TowMttno,  P^c  t*.  S. 
Nat  MiM,V«J  X,  III-*,  p  :i9.  Btna,  Pr*pc  Cat  .Acad  Sci  »  Srr. 
3,  Vfj|.  t,  I  III,  p  94;  Sffffjttif.ta,  N  Amcr  Fauna,  No.  $,  il9l. 
p.  Ill;  Srijuicta,  N.  Amcr    Fauna,  No   7,  1I91,  p.  Ill;  Coctt, 
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Hist.  Exp.  Lewis  and  Clark,  Vol.  Ill,  1893,  pp.  898,  968;  Van 
Denburgh,  Bull.  U.  S.  Fish  G>mmis.y  1894,  p.  57;  Stejneger, 
Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1893,  iS95>  P-  445»  pl-  IJ;  ^^^  Den- 
burgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad  Sci.,  Ser.  2,  Vol.  V,  1895,  P-  '57>  Van 
Denburgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  2,  Vol.  V,  1896,  p.  1007; 
Van  Denburgh,  Occas.  Papers  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  V,  1897,  P-  ^i6> 
fig.;  Mc  Lain,  Critical  Notes,  1899,  p.  13;  Mc  Lain,  Contributions 
to  Neotropical  Herpetology,  1899,  p.  5;  Ditmars,  Rept.  New  York 
Zool.  Soc.,  9«  1907,  p.  200;  Grinnell  &  Grinnell,  Throop  Inst. 
Bull.,  No.  XXXV,  1907,  p.  50;  Grinnell,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool., 
Vol.  5,  No.  1,  1908,  p.  168;  Atsatt,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol. 
12,  No.  3,  1 913,  p.  44;  RuTHVEN  &  Gaige,  Occrs.  Papers  Mus. 
Zool.  Univ.  Mich.,  No.  8,  191 5,  p.  33^ 

Crotalus  Ucontei  Hallowell,  Rep.  Pac.  R.  R.  Surv.,  Vol.  X,  1859,  p.  18. 

Caudisona  lucifer  Cope  in  Mitchell's  Resear.  Venom  Rattlesn.,  1861, 
p.  121;  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1866,  p.  309;  Coues, 
Surv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  P-  606. 

Caudisona  scutulata  Kennicott,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1861, 
p.  207  (type  locality  none);  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila., 
1866,  p.  309. 

Crotalus  adamanteus  var.  lucifer  Jan,  Elenco  Sist.  degli  Ofidi,  1863,  p.  124. 

Crotalus  hallowelli  Cooper,  in  Cronise,  Nat.  Wealth  California,  1868, 
p.  483;  Cooper,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  IV,  1870,  pp.  64,  68. 

Crotalus  confluentus  Yarrow,  Surv.  W.  looth  Mend.,  Vol.  V,  1875, 
?•  S3^  (part);  Yarrow  &  Henshaw,  Ann.  Rep.  Chief  of  Engineers 
for  1878,  Surv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  Appendix  NN,  1878,  p.  210; 
Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  24,  1883,  p.  77  (part);  Boul- 
enger,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mus.,  Vol.  Ill,  1896,  p.  576. 

f  Caudisona  lucifer  var.  cerberus  Coues,  Surv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  Vol. 
V,  1875,  P-  ^7  (type  locality,  San  Francisco  Mts.|  Arizona). 

Crotalus  adamanteus  atrox  Streets,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  7,  1877, 
p.  40;  Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  24,  1883,  p.  75  (part). 

Crotalus  oregonus  var.  lucifer  Garman,  Mem.  Mus.  Compr.  Zool.,  Cambr., 
Vol.  VIII,  No.  3,  1883,  p.  173. 

Crotalus  confluentus  lucifer  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1883, 
p.  II,  19,  22;  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S,  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV,  1892,  p.  692; 
Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1893,  p.  183;  Cope,  Report 
U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900,  p.  1176,  fig.  339. 

Crotalus  confluentus  lecontei  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  XIV, 
1892,  p.  692;  Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900,  p.  1175 

fig-  33^' 
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OwtsJmt  ktUtri  Miia,  Field  C4ilumbi«ii  Mut..  Zaol.  Scries  Vol.  VII, 

No.  1, 190ft,  p.  17, pi*  "  (*Tr«  UcAlity. SiA  JoM,  aofflhtni  Lowtr 
CaUferafai). 

Ct^tsimt  tp.,  TAVLOft,  Univ.  Cat.  Puhl.  Ziinl.,  Vol.  7,  No.  to,  I913,  p.  355. 

D0scripiion. — ModcrmCely  Urge*  Head  broid^  flat- 
topped^  vaiying  in  outline  according  to  pontion  of  fangt,  etc 
Rottral  much  higher  than  wide^  in  contact  with  anterior 
naaal.  Two  naaala.  Usually  two  (very  rarely  one)  preocu- 
lan  and  four  intematala.  A  large  scale  just  in  front  of 
supraocular  and  occasionally  large  scales  on  prefrontal 
region.  Supraocular  large  but  not  raised  into  a  horn-like 
process,  separated  from  its  fellow  by  three  to  nine  irregular 
rows  of  scales.  Twelve  to  17  (usually  14  to  16)  superior 
and  14  to  19  (usually  15  to  17)  inferior  labials,  fint  pair 
of  latter  in  contact  on  median  line  in  front  of  a  single  pair 
of  genials.  Two  to  four  rows  of  scales  between  supralabials 
and  eye.  Scales  in  23  to  27  rows,  usually  25,  keeled  eioepC 
in  one  to  three  rows  of  each  side,  Gastrosteges  varying  from 
158  to  \%9\  males  having  from  161  to  186  (usually  169  to 
180),  females  from  158  to  187  (usually  175  to  182). 
Urosteges  14  to  27,  a  few  sometimes  divided,  nules  with 
from  18  to  27  (usiolly  21  to  25),  females  with  14  to  24 
(usually  16  to  20). 

The  ground  color  is  brown,  olive,  gray,  or  dull  yellow, 
marked  along  the  back  with  a  series  of  large  dark  brown 
blotches  which  become  croas-ban  or  incomplete  rings  poster* 
iorly.  These  blotches  are  often  paler  centrally  than  about 
their  edges,  and  vary  greatly  in  shade,  shape,  amount  of 
separation,  and  contrast  with  the  ground  color.  Their 
number  varies  from  27  to  41  on  the  body,  and  three  to  nine 
on  the  tail.  Smaller  alternating  blotches  are  usually  present 
on  the  sides.  Many  of  the  scales  between  or  around  the 
dark  dorsal  blotches  are  light — yellow,  gray  or  white.  These 
colors  often  show  befwecn  the  lateral  dark  hlotdwa  also. 
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Young  specimens  show  a  light  transverse  streak  on  the  supra- 
ocular, usually  not  present  in  adults.  A  dark  streak  runs 
from  the  eye  to  the  comer  of  the  mouth,  the  line  of  its 
lower  edge  striking  the  eye  about  under  the  pupil,  although 
a  narrow  forward  continuation  may  be  present.  This  dark 
streak  is  bordered  above  by  a  light  streak  which  is  wider  than 
the  width  of  one  scale  and  passes  above  the  comer  of  the 
mouth.  Another  light  streak  crosses  the  side  of  the  face 
below  the  dark  one  and  usually  is  bordered  in  front  by  a 
dark  brown  patch  on  the  side  of  the  snout.  Sometimes  these 
markings  are  more  or  less  completely  obscured.  The  tail 
is  provided  with  brown  and  light  rings,  a  few  of  the  former, 
near  the  tip  of  the  tail,  being  occasionally  bladdsh.  The 
lower  surfaces  are  white  or  yellow,  more  or  less  spotted  or 
clouded  with  brown. 

Some  specimens  are  nearly  black,  and  one  from  Utah  is 
pure  white  without  any  markings. 

Length  to  anus 253 

Length  of  uil  to  base  of  rattle  22 

Distribution. — ^The  Pacific  or  Black  Rattlesnake  occupies 
all  parts  of  California  except  the  Colorado  and  Mohave 
deserts.  It  ranges  south  into  northern  Lower  California  and 
north  across  Oregon  and  Washington  to  British  Columbia. 
Farther  east,  it  occurs  in  Idaho  along  the  Snake  River,  and 
has  been  taken  in  many  parts  of  Nevada,  in  Utah,  and  in 
Arizona.  Throughout  the  northern  part  of  this  territory  it 
is  the  only  rattlesnake,  but  in  the  southern  regions  is  found 
with  other  species. 

In  California,  it  ranges  from  sea  level  up  at  least  to  an 
altitude  of  8,600  feet  in  the  Sierra  Nevada.  Specimens  have 
been  taken  in  San  Diego  (De  Luz,  Bonsall,  San  Diego,  12 
miles  northwest  from  San  Diego,  Julian,  Dulzura,  Cuyama- 
ca  Mountains,  Orcutt,  Witch  Creek,  Santa  Ysabel,  Campo, 
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Boulevard),  Rivenide  (Son  Jadnto,  Vallevitta,  Son  Jadnto 
Valley,  Banning,  Tahquitz  Valley  at  8,000  feet,  San  Jadn- 
to Mountains),  San  Bernardino  (Ontario,  Santa  Ana  Canyon 
at  Seven  Oaks,  Doble  at  7,000  feet.  Bluff  Lake,  San  Bernar- 
dino Mountains,  and  in  the  Providence  Mountains  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  county),  Los  Angeles  (Sierra  Madre, 
Mount  Wilson,  San  Gabriel  Mountains,  Claremont,  Santa 
Catalina  Island),  Ventura  (Mount  Pinos),  Santa  Barbara 
(Santa  Barbara),  Kern  (Fort  Tcjon,  Santos  Creek,  Delano, 
Mohave,  Tehachapi  Mountains,  San  Emigdio  Plain,  Kem- 
ville.  Soda  Springs  on  the  North  Fork  of  the  Kern  River, 
Walker  Psss,  Bakenfield,  eight  miles  northeast  from  Bakers- 
field,  12  miles  northwest  from  McKittrick),  Tulare  (East 
Fork  Kaweah  River,  Kern  River,  Sheep  Meadows),  Fresno 
(Fresno,  Kings  River  Canyon,  Charlotte  Creek  at  8,500 
feet),  Merced  (Los  Banos),  Mariposa  (Vosemitc  Vallcyi 
Merced  River,  Dudley),  El  Dorado  (Strawberry),  San  Joa- 
quin (leven  miles  southwest  from  Tracy),  San  Luis  Obispo 
(levcn  miles  southeast  from  Simmler,  Indian  Creek,  Cuy- 
anu  Valley),  Monterey  (Carmel  Valley  near  l>el  Monte 
Ranch,  Carmel,  Jolon,  Monterey ),  Santa  Cruz  ( Santa  Cruz, 
Glenwood),   Santa   Clara    (Cilruy,  Smith   Creek,   Mount 
Hamilton,  Iah  Gatot,  Black  M4>untain,  Stanford  Univer- 
sity), San  Mateo  ( Wcxxlsidei  Sierra  Morcna,  Corte  Madera 
Creek,   Rolph    Ranch),   Contra   Costa    (Antiuch),   Marin 
(Rock  Spring,  Mount  Tamalpais),  Yolo  (Runucy),  Glen 
(Winslow),    l^e    (Ix)wer    l^ke),    Sonoma    (Petrified 
Forest),  Mendficino  (Kden  Valley  Ranch,  Co%'elo,  Mount 
Sanhedrin),  Siikiyou  (Gazelle,  Sugar  l^xif  near  Siison), 
Shasta  (Baird),  Modoc  (Warner  Mountains),  and  LasKn 
(Kagle  lake),  counties. 

Oregon  records  are  from  Douglas  (Kort  Umpqua), 
Klamath  (Klamath  Falls,  between  Olene  and  Spring  Lake), 
Lake  (Silver  lake  and  Warner  Lakes),  Harney  (Camp 
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Haraey,  Bums,  Silvies  River,  Diamond),  and  Gilliam 
(Lonerodc,  Willows),  coimties,  and  from  the  Blue  Moun- 
tains and  Columbia  River. 

In  Washington,  it  has  been  collected  at  Fort  Walla  Wal- 
la, Walla  Walla  County;  near  Springdale,  Stevens  Coun- 
ty; Grand  Dalles,  Klickitat  County;  Entiat  and  Chelan, 
Chelan  County;  Omak  Lake,  Okanogan  County;  Skamania 
County;  and  on  Wenass  River,  Snake  River,  Pelouse  River, 
Spokane  River,  Grande  Ronde  River,  and  in  Yakima  Valley. 
In  Idaho,  specimens  have  been  secured  in  Jerome  (Blue 
Lakes  Canyon),  Twin  Falls  (Twin  Falls),  and  Butte  (Big 
Butte,  and  Little  Lost  River),  coimties. 

In  Utah,  this  rattlesnake  has  been  collected  in  Cache, 
Salt  Lake  (Fort  Douglas),  Utah  (Provo),  Wasatch  (in  the 
Wasatch  Mountains),  Grand  (Thompson),  Millard  (seven 
miles  south  from  ICanosh,  Deseret  City),  Beaver,  15  miles 
north  from  Beaver),  Iron  (Rush  Lake,  Buckhom  Hills), 
and  Washington  (Springdale),  coimties,  and  in  Steptoe  Val- 
ley. 

In  Nevada,  it  has  been  found  at  Mountain  City  and 
Lamoille,  Elko  County;  Cortez  Mountains,  Eureka  Coim- 
ty;  Virgin  Valley,  Pine  Forest  Mountains,  and  Quinn  River 
Crossing,  in  Humboldt  County;  on  Anaho  Island  in  Pyra- 
mid Lake,  at  the  Pyramid  Lake  Indian  Agency,  and  the 
Truckee  River,  Washoe  County;  at  6,000  feet  on  Peavine 
Creek,  Toiyabe  Mountains,  Nye  County;  and  in  Snake  Val- 
ley, 

In  Arizona,  Crotalus  oreganus  seems  to  be  most  often 
met  in  the  more  elevated  regions,  where  it  has  been  obtained 
at  San  Francisco  Mountain  and  Oak  Creek,  Coconino  Coun- 
ty; Cave  Creek,  Maricopa  County;  Mount  Lemmon,  Cata- 
lina  Mountains,  Pima  County;  and  in  the  White  Mountains, 
Apache  County.  It  is  not  restricted  to  the  higher  elevations. 
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however,  for  we  have  a  specimen  of  the  scusmUtm  type  from 
the  desert  near  Tucson,  Pima  GHmty. 

In  Lower  Califomiay  this  species  b  common  on  Los 
Corunados  Islands  (South  Island),  and  has  been  taken  in 
the  San  Pedro  Martir  Mountains,  and  at  San  Joie  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  peninsula* 

Remsrh. — Thb  rattlesnake  is  closely  related  to  C.  am- 
flm^nius  and  C.  0nyo.  It  is  the  common  rattlesnake  of  the 
far  west  and  seems  adapted  to  very  varied  conditions  of  soil| 
vegetation^  climate  and  altitude.  Its  coloration  b  very 
variable,  both  in  shade  and  pattern.  Occasionally  a  few  of 
the  distal  caudal  crots-bare  are  blackish  or  even  black.  Some 
specimens  from  the  desert  resemble  C.  ssrax  in  general 
appearance,  but  nuiy  be  recognized  by  the  potttion  of  the 
stripes  on  the  side  of  the  head.  These  specimens  sometimes 
have  large  plates  on  the  anterior  part  of  the  head.  Such 
was  the  type  of  Kennicott's  C.  scuimUis^  although  more  re- 
cent authon  usually  have  applied  thb  nan^  to  specimens  of 
C.  siro*.  It  b  possible  that  scmimUius  should  be  regarded 
as  a  desert  subspecies.  The  snakes  of  Utah,  Nevada  and 
eastern  California  nay  perhaps  deserve  similar  treatment 
since  their  color  pattern  b  usually  diflFerent  from  that  of 
typical  C.  or^immu.  (See  plate  1 02  in  which  figure  2  shows 
the  Great  Basin  type  of  coloritioii). 

HsMis.—Dr.  and  Mn.  GrinaeU  have  puUblied  the  fol- 
lowing notes  on  thb  rattlesnake,  as  observed  by  them  in  Los 
Angeles  County  and  in  the  San  Bernardino  Mountains: 

^lUttlesnakes  are  undoubtedly  becoming  more  and  more 
rare  in  the  settled  parts  of  the  County,  where  formerly  they 
were  often  met  with.  One  was  seen  on  the  bluff  west  of  San 
Pedro  near  Pdint  Fermin,  September  15,  1906;  and  a  few 
have  been  reported  the  past  year  or  two  from  the  hills 


!! 


! 


938  16.    CROTALIDX 


of  FksadeiuL  They  are,  however,  still  common  in  parts  of 
the  San  Gabriel  mountains.  There  is  scarcely  anyone,  suffi- 
ciently courageous,  who  neglects  the  opportunity  to  destroy 
a  rattlesnake  when  the  chance  is  afforded.  So  that  the  de- 
crease in  the  numbers  of  this  reptile  may  be  very  confidently 
laid  to  direct  human  influence. 

"To  the  natiuulist,  rattlesnakes  are  very  interesting  mem- 
bers of  our  fauna,  and  their  growing  scarcity  arouses  regret 
within  us,  just  as  does  the  disappearance  of  the  ground  owl, 
road-runner  and  golden  eagle.  We  wish  people  could  be 
more  sensible  in  regard  to  even  the  rattlesnake}  and  yet 
probably  99  out  of  1 00  people  would  put  us  down  as  crazy 
for  recommending  that  rattlesnakes,  except  in  the  thiddy- 
settled  valleys,  or  in  the  near  vicinity  of  ranches  where  there 
are  children,  had  better  be  left  imharmed. 

"The  senior  author  in  his  extended  field  work  has  en- 
countered a  great  many  rattlesnakes  but  has  never  been  bit- 
ten and  has  never  known  anyone  else  in  his  near  vicinity  hav- 
ing been  bitten.  The  point  here  made  is  that  the  chances  of 
being  bitten,  even  when  one  is  by  occupation  particularly 
exposed,  are  extremely  remote.  As  to  the  venomous  nature 
of  the  bite  we  of  course  cannot  defend  the  rattler.  Yet  fatal 
cases  are  rare,  and  it  would  seem  that  where  a  sensible 
course  of  treatment  is  at  once  resorted  to  there  should  be 
little  fear  of  serious  results. 

"The  authors  of  this  paper  spent  the  summer  of  1906 
about  the  headwaters  of  the  Santa  Ana  River,  in  the  San 
Bernardino  Mountains.  In  that  locality  rattlesnakes  were 
remarkably  common,  it  being  not  an  uncommon  thing  to 
meet  with  three  or  four  during  a  forenoon^s  tramp  along 
the  canyon  bottom.  We  saw  in  the  neighborhood  of  30 
individuals  and  noosed  ten  for  preservation  as  specimens  j 
the  rest  we  left  unharmed.  Of  all  these  none  took  the 
offensive  until  thoroughly  aroused,  as  when  cornered  and 
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poked  with  a  stick.  Many  of  thetc  were  encountered  on 
trails  or  open  stretches  of  sand,  where  they  had  crawled  in 
the  hottest  part  of  the  day.  In  such  locations  are  they 
usually  surprised  by  the  camper  and  tourist  in  the  moun- 
tains, and  often  give  rise  to  spasms  of  fear  and  palpitations 
of  the  heart  on  the  part  of  the  timid  people,  who  expect  the 
snake  to  coil  and  spring  up  at  them  as  if  discharged  from  a 
catapult !  From  this  year's  experience  with  the  Fuific  rattle- 
snake, combined  with  all  our  previous  acquaintance,  we  pre- 
sent the  following  facts. 

^A  rattlesnake,  as  a  rule,  is  a  vtry  timid  animal;  only 
when  suddenly  surprised  in  a  broad  open  space,  does  it  fail 
to  retreat  into  the  nearest  hiding  place,  such  as  a  brush  patch 
or  ruck -pile.  Then  it  cuils  and  begins  to  rattle  wamingly. 
Sometimes,  when  logy  from  cold  or  a  recent  heavy  meal, 
the  snake  fails  to  rattle;  but  if  it  hasn't  energy  enough  to 
rattle  neither  has  it  energy  enough  to  strike.  The  senior 
author  has  several  tinges  put  his  foot  close  by  and  even  kicked 
aside  rattlesnakes;  in  each  case  there  was  no  warning  rattle, 
and  in  no  case  did  the  snake  strike,  until  perhaps  subsequent- 
ly stirred  up  on  purpose*  The  point  we  wish  to  make  here 
is  that  when  in  the  mood  to  strike  the  snake  gives  notice  of 
its  proximity  by  rattling  vehemently,  as  soon  as  it  sees  (or 
hean)  a  person  or  other  large  animal  approaching.  The 
great  majority  of  rinlen  at  once  endeavor  to  crawl  into 
some  place  of  safety,  but  if  unable  to  find  a  retreat  and 
especially  if  stoned  or  jabbed  it  coils  and  begins  to  strike, 
often  blindly,  if  excessively  irritated. 

^Now  here  n  where  the  popular  idem  has  grotesquely 
exaggerated  the  ferocious  propensities  of  the  rattlesnake. 
We  have  beard  people  seriously  aver  that  rattlers  can  in- 
stantly spring  to  a  distance  of  many  feet,  accurately  aiming 
to  bite  (or  ^ing^)  one.  We  have  taken  pains  to  closely 
watch  particularly  lively  ranlers,  at  the  same  time  proddiof 
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them  industriously,  with  the  result  that  we  have  never  seen 
one  strike  more  tJian  one-third  its  own  length.  The  strike 
however,  is  almost  too  quick  to  be  followed  by  the  eye, 
though  the  recovery  succeeding  it  is  slow.  At  the  same  time 
the  snake  strikes,  its  mouth  is  opened  widely  and  the  fangs 
are  thrust  forward  so  that  the  points  are  directed  outwards 
at  right  angles  with  the  vertical  roof  of  the  mouth.  The 
mouth  is  kept  tightly  closed  except  during  a  strike,  only  the 
protruding  and  rapidly  vibrating  tongue  shows,  so  terrify- 
ing to  the  average  person.  This  tongue  is  a  very  soft  and 
delicate  organ,  perhaps  tactile  in  function. 

''The  food  of  the  rattlesnake  consists  chiefly  of  mam- 
mals. We  found  three  snakes  last  summer  by  following  up 
the  excited  calls  of  a  number  of  birds  in  a  rose  thidcet.  The 
birds  evidently  had  reason  to  fear  the  snakes,  especially  as 
they  were  of  species  which  nest  on  or  near  the  ground.  We 
have  never  seen  the  rattlesnake  dimUng  trees,  though  one 
individual  was  climbing  through  a  brush  thicket  perhaps  two 
feet  above  the  ground  proper.  It  is  plainly  of  too  heavy  a 
build  to  be  enabled  to  dimb  readily.  It  is  hard  enough 
work  for  it  to  squirm  its  way  over  the  ground.  We  have 
never  found  any  bird  remains  in  ratdesnakes'  stomachs. 

"On  Pine  Flats,  in  the  San  Gabriel  Mountains,  a  large 
lazy  ratder  was  secured  which  showed  a  tremendous  bulge 
about  half-way  along  its  body.  Dissection  disdosed  a  full- 
grown  ground  squirrel  {Citellus  beecheyi  fisheri)  which  had 
been  swallowed  entire,  as  is  always  the  case  with  whatever  a 
snake  eats. 

"In  the  San  Bernardino  Mountains,  the  jimior  author 
found  a  small  ratder  in  the  act  of  swallowing  an  adidt 
meadow-mouse  (Microtus).  The  victim  was  about  half- 
way protruding  from  the  snake's  mouth,  and  so  tighdy 
wedged  in  as  to  render  the  snake  unable  to  get  rid  of  its 
mouthful  when  we  began  to  tease  it  and  it  wanted  to.    We 
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were  able  to  hold  the  snake  in  our  hands,  with  as  much 
nfety  as  if  it  had  been  muzzled.  Snakes  have  a  way  of 
swallowing  things  much  larger  than  their  heads;  their  jaws 
are  pliable,  and  almost  stretchable!  But  they  always  swal- 
low their  prey  head  first.  Two  other  rattlers  examined 
contained  each  a  full-grown  gopher  (  Thomcmys).  Another 
had  swallowed  a  chipmunk  (Eussmiss  merrismi). 

^A  rattlesnake  collected  at  Bluff  Lake,  in  the  San  Ber- 
nardino Mountains,  July  21,  1905,  measuring  42  inches  in 
length,  contained  two  chipmunks  (EmismUs  sp^dosms). 
I'hese  were  tandemly  aligned  in  the  alimentary  canal,  nearer 
the  vent  than  the  mouth  of  the  snake.  The  hindmost  chip- 
munk was  almost  completely  dissolved,  hair  and  bones  as 
well  as  the  flesh  hanng  softened  into  a  pasty  mass,  save  for 
parts  of  the  head,  ea^^  and  teeth.  The  digestive  powers  of 
snakes  are  truly  astonishing. 

^Wcre  it  not  for  the  danger  from  its  bite,  the  rattle- 
snake would  be  a  desirable  resident  of  any  ranch  where 
gophers  and  squirrels  prove  a  nuisance. 

^Thert  arc  lots  of  interesting  things  to  be  learned  about 
rattlesnakes  in  their  native  haunts,  and  we  would  urge 
students  having  the  opportunity  to  avail  themselves  of  it 
by  finding  our  everything  passible.  The  only  danger  wt 
can  coTKeive  of,  that  when  a  rattler  may  be  stepped  upon 
unawares,  is  past  as  soon  as  you  have  caught  sight  of  the 
reptile.  You  art  at  once  on  your  guard.  Retain  your  com- 
mon sense.  Don*t  go  into  hysterica  and  think  you  must 
batter  the  snake  to  death  at  onoe.  For  it  won*t  ton  after 
you!  Exercise  reasonable  caution,  give  your  curiooty  full 
sway,  and  see  what  you  can  find  out.  There  are  dotcns  of 
deaths  in  southern  California  every  year,  from  the  accidental 
discharge  of  guns.  And  yet  no  one  treats  a  gun  as  be  docs  a 
rattler!     Let  us  find  out  more  of  all  our  native  animals, 
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against  the  tune  when  the  dose  settlement  of  our  land 
accomplishes  the  extinction  of  many  of  our  wild  things. 

^A  thing  we  cannot  help  mentioning  here,  is  the  popular 
exaggeration  as  to  the  size  of  snakes.  We  have  heard 
thoroughly  honest  people  tell  about  rattlesnakes  five  and  six 
feet  long  and  ^  big  around  as  a  man's  1^."  In  all  our 
experience  the  largest  measurement  we  have  obtained  from 
fresh  specimens  was  42  inches;  in  this  instance  the  girth  was 
just  four  inches,  which  is  rather  less  than  in  some  shorter 
examples  we  have  seen.  We  refer  here  to  the  Crolalus  lud- 
fer  of  the  Pacific  Slope  of  Los  Angeles  and  San  Bernardino 
G>unties.  Doubtless  the  desert  and  San  Diego  G)unty  rat- 
tlers, which  are  of  different  spedes,  do  attain  greater  length. 
But  snakes  look  tij^ger  to  most  people  than  they  really  are! 
Then  too,  some  people  base  their  statements  on  the  measure- 
ments of  skins.  Now  a  three  foot  rattler  will  produce  a 
skin,  when  stretched  and  tanned,  four  and  one-half  feet 
long!  We  do  not  doubt  that  four-footers  of  our  spedes  do 
exist  though  we  haven't  found  that  size  yet  ourselves.  But 
we  want  the  chance  to  apply  the  yard  stick  to  larger  ones, 
for  our  own  satisf action.'* 

"During  all  three  summers  we  found  rattlers  actually 
abundant  along  the  upper  Santa  Ana  between  Seven  Oaks 
and  Big  Meadows  (5,000  to  6,800  feet  altitude)^  also  in 
the  lower  Fish  creek  canon  (6,500  to  7,000  feet),  and  on 
the  south  face  of  Sugarloaf  up  to  6,800  feet.  We  ran  across 
fully  thirty  individuals  in  that  neighborhood  in  the  summer 
of  1906.  Most  of  these  were  on  the  canon  bottom  near  the 
willow  or  rose  thickets,  though  some  were  along  the  trail 
that  wound  through  the  sage,  in  places  a  hundred  yards  or 
more  from  the  stream.  The  line  of  denagas  running  up 
the  south  base  of  Sugarloaf  appeared  to  be  a  favorite  resort 
for  rattlesnakes,  doubtless  due  to  the  abundance  of  gophers 
and  meadow  mice  there. 
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^In  all  our  experience  the  rattlers  of  this  region  proved 
to  be  mild-mannered  and  always  inoffensive,  seeking  to  make 
their  escape  in  every  instance,  and  only  striking  when  worried 
to  the  last  degree.  Neither  myielf  nor  my  companions  had 
any  ^narrow  escapes'*  from  being  bitten  that  we  were  aware 
of.  Many  were  noosed  and  a  dozen  were  preserved  as 
specimens. 

^The  size  of  the  rattlesnake  of  this  region  seems  to 
average  small,  judging  from  reports  from  elsewhere  in  Cali- 
fornia. The  following  are  a  series  of  actual  measurements 
taken  by  myself,  length  in  inches  from  fresh  (chloroformed) 
specimens:  19,  22,  24,  26,  27,  37,  38  >^,  40  and  42.  The 
latter  specimen  was  taken  at  Bluff  lake,  7,500  feet  altitude, 
July  22,  1905.  A  specimen  taken  on  the  upper  Santa  Ana 
July  6,  1907,  and  37  inches  long,  was  four  inches  in  largest 
circumference,  and  weighed  just  one  and  one-fourth  pounds. 
I  saw  one  rattlesnake,  not  the  largest  either,  with  1 3  rattlesj 
all  the  others  possessed  from  three  to  nine  rattles,  usually 
incomplete  in  number,  that  is,  with  the*^button^and  probably 
later  acquired  ones  missing.  In  color  there  was  considerable 
variation,  though  the  majority  were  very  dark,  so  black 
above  as  to  show  the  merest  trices  of  the  lighter  markings. 
Some  also  were  heavily  mottled  on  the  under  surface  as  well. 
I'he  lightest  spednKns,  with  beautifully  contrasted  light 
and  dark  markings,  were  obtained  at  Doble  (in  the  arid  belt), 
though  a  dark  one  was  also  noted  there. 

^llic  foud  of  the  rattlesnake  may  be  judged  from  the  fol- 
lowing instances.  One  caught  on  the  south  face  of  Sugar* 
loaf  July  3,  1905,  contained  an  entire  chipmunk  (EhImsmi 
fm^mmmi ),  recently  swallowed  head  first.  Another  from  the 
same  locality  contained  similarly  a  full-sized  gopher  (TAo- 
tmomys  sttiv^lii).  A  small -sized  individual  was  found  at 
the  mouth  of  the  South  Fork,  July  1 1, 1906,  with  its  mouth 
efficiently  gagged  by  a  half -swallowed  adult  meadow  mouK 
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{Microtus  calif omicus) .  Even  when  handled  and  worried 
the  snake  was  unable  to  extricate  himself  from  his  bulging 
mouthful.  At  Bluff  lake  a  rattler  taken  July  21,  1905, 
contained  two  chipmunks  {Eutamias  sfeciosus)  tandemly 
aligned  in  the  alimentary  canal,  nearer  the  doacal  opening 
of  the  snake  than  the  mouth.  The  most  posteriorly  located 
chipmunk  was  approaching  complete  dissolution,  much  of 
the  hair  and  bones,  even  having  disappeared.  Another  rat- 
tler, only  26  inches  long,  taken  on  the  upper  Santa  Ana  June 
20,  1907,  contained  a  10^^  inch  alligator  lizard  {Gerrhon- 
otus  scinckauda)j  extended  straight  out  in  the  snake's  ali- 
mentary canal.  As  is  always  the  case,  and  of  obvious  neces- 
sity, the  lizard  had  been  swallowed  head  first.^ 

It  seems,  however,  that  snakes  do  not  always  swallow 
their  food  head  first.  Dr.  Barton  Warren  Evermann  ex- 
amined a  C.  oreganusy  killed  in  Yosemite  Valley,  and  writes: 
'^the  rattler  had  a  fine  adult  Merriam  Chipmunk  {Eutamias 
tnerriami)  for  its  breakfast.  And  the  rattler  had  swallowed 
it  tail  first]  The  head  of  the  chipmunk  was  towards  the 
snake's  head,  and  its  legs,  tail  and  fur  all  lay  back  toward  the 
snake's  tail,  smooth  and  in  perfect  order.  This  surprised  us 
very  much.  We  could  hardly  see  how  the  chipmunk  could 
go  down  tail  first  without  turning  the  tail,  or  some  of  the 
legs,  or  the  fur,  the  other  way.  We  could  scarcely  believe 
our  own  eyes;  some  of  the  party  were  even  disposed  to  grant 
there  had  been  an  error  in  observation.  But  as  all  members 
of  the  party  (there  were  six  or  seven  of  them)  were  agreed 
as  to  the  fact,  it  is  evident  that  this  chipmunk  had  been 
swallowed  tail  first. 

"A  few  days  later  Dr.  J.  Grinnell  sent  me  a  photograph 
taken  August  1,  1 9 14,  by  Mr.  Edward  R.  Warren,  of  G)lo- 
rado  Springs,  which  showed  a  gopher  snake  in  the  act  of 
swallowing  a  chipmunk  tail  first  only  the  head  of  the  chip- 
munk remained  exposed." 


41.  CROTALVS  94S 


A  specimen  (C  A.  S.  No.  13586)  from  South  G>ronado 
liland  had  emten  a  lizard,  PUstiodom  skiltomsnms. 

215.    Crotmltis  enyo  G>pe 
Lower  CALiFoaNiA  Rattlesnaki 

Plate  103 

C«Wfi#iM  emy  Cort»  Pruc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.»  il6i,  p.  39J  (type 
locality,  Cap«  St  Locas,  L«vtr  Califoraia);  Con.  Proc.  Acad. 
Nat.  5»ci.  Phila.»  1 166,  p.  yo^, 

Crwisims  emy  Cort,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  No.  1,  1875,  p.  y%\  Cort  in 
Yaeeow,  Sunr.  W.  loofh  Mcrid.*  Vol.  V  it7$,  p.  5.U:  Yakkow, 
Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mu«.,  No.  24,  itSi,  pp.  12,  74;  Cort,  Bull.  U.  S. 
Nat.  Mut.,  No.  J2,  1S87,  p.  90;  BitoiNci,  Wot  American  5kientt«t, 
Vol.  Ill,  No.  l4t  ltt7»  p.  vi;  Cort,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  Vol. 
XIV,  ityi,  p.  69J;  Vam  DcMacacN,  Vmc.  Cal.  Acad.  Set.,  5^.  2, 
Vol.  5,  llv$,  p.  157;  Mc  luiM,  Contribution*  to  Neotropical  Her. 
petolofy,  iiv9,  p.  5;  Con,  Report  V.  S.  Nat.  Mu«.  Uw  itvi,  1900, 
p.  Iit9,  fig.  343;  Mocqt*Afto,  Mi«a.  5ki.  au  Mr«it|ue,  Pt.  Ill,  RepC.« 
>^^09,  p.  967,  pi.  77,  6|p.  4,  4a;  SftjHtr.ra  Ac  BAaaoia,  Check  l«i«c 
N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  I9i7»  p.  lO'^;  Van  DcHaraGN  H  Slcvim, 
Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  4,  Vol.  XI,  ivJi,  pp.  J.i,  ?i;  Nttio*, 
Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  Sci.,  V44  XVI,  1921.  pp.  114,  115;  TtaaoM, 
Mem.  J  Rev.  S«ic.  Cicnt.  .^ntllnic)  .Miatc,  V<»1.  )9,  1921,  p.  164. 

CrtsJmi  0rfg9mmi  var.  rmy  (Caiman,  Mem.  Mu%.  C««mpr.  Zoul.,  Cambr., 
Vi4  VIII,  N>>.  .1,  iSHu  p-  174;  CfAftMAM,  Bull.  K««c«  ln«t..  Vol. 
XVI,  N«».  I,  iill4.  p    i< 

Cf^uiui  iigns  Bot'LtNof ft.  Cat.  Snakr%  Brit.  Mu«.,  Vol.  Ill,  1196, 
p.  5io  (part);  .MocutAto.  Ntjuv.  .Arch.  Mu«.  Hut.  Nat  ,  Pant, 
Scr.  4,  Vol.  I,  1899,  p  })},  Ttaao«i,  Mem.  y  Rer.  Sw.  Cient. 
Antonio  Alrjie,  Vol.  S9,  1921,  p.  IIS 

D^urifsion. — S  t  z  c  muderate.  I  lead  b  r  o  a  d^  flat- 
topped.  Roatnd  as  high  as,  or  higher  than,  wide,  in  coo- 
tact  with  anterior  nasal.  Two  nasals.  Two  preoculan. 
Three  poitoculars.  A  large  scale  just  in  front  of  supra- 
ocular. Supraocular  large  but  not  raited  into  a  horn-like  pro- 
cess^  separated  from  its  fellow  by  from  three  to  6ve  irregu- 
lar rows  of  scales.  Thirteen  to  1 5  superior  and  1 3  to  1 5 
inferior  labials,  first  pair  of  latter  in  contact  on  median  line 
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in  front  of  the  single  pair  of  genials.  Three  or  four  rows  of 
scales  between  supralabials  and  eye.  Scales  in  25  to  27  rows, 
keeled  except  in  two  or  three  rows  on  each  side.  Gastrosteges 
varying  from  160  to  170.  Anal  not  divided.  Urosteges 
varying  from  1 8  to  26,  the  first  and  a  few  of  the  posterior 
sometimes  divided. 

The  ground  color  is  gray  or  light  brown,  marked  along 
the  back  with  a  series  of  large  dark  brown  blotches  which 
tend  to  become  cross-bands  posteriorly.  These  blotches  are 
paler  centrally  and  are  edged  with  black  or  very  dark  brown. 
Opposite  these  dorsal  blotches  are  one  or  more  series  of 
smaller  black  or  very  dark  brown  lateral  spots  on  scales  from 
the  first  to  fifth  rows.  Alternating  with  the  dorsal  blotches 
there  may  be  a  series  of  paler  brown,  more  or  less  indefinite, 
blotches  on  scales  of  the  fifth  to  eighth  rows,  and  a  series  of 
smaller  blackish  spots  on  the  first,  second  and  third  rows. 
The  dorsal  rhombs  may  be  outlined  with  scales  lighter  than 
the  ground  color.  The  coloring  of  the  head,  as  of  the  body, 
is  similar  to  that  of  C.  oreganus,  but  brighter.  There  is  a 
light  transverse  streak  on  the  supraocular  in  adults  as  well 
as  young.  The  posterior  part  of  the  upper  surface  of  the 
head  usually  shows  an  irregular  pair  of  dark  brown  longi- 
tudinal streaks.  A  dark  brown  streak  runs  from  the  eye  to 
and  behind  the  comer  of  the  mouth,  the  line  of  its  lower 
edge  striking  the  eye  about  under  the  pupil.  This  brown 
streak  is  bordered  above  a  very  narrow  light  streak,  less  than 
one  scale  wide,  which  passes  above  the  comer  of  the  mouth 
and  forms  the  lower  limit  of  the  light  temporal  stripe.  The 
tail  is  gray  or  brown  with  brown  or  dark  gray  rings  or  cross- 
bars, often  more  or  less  obscured.  The  lower  surfaces  are 
yellowish  white,  sometimes  more  or  less  clouded  with  brown. 

Length    to   anus 252       578       608       658       720       725 

Length  of  tail  to  base  of  rattle  20         4-0         65         45         45  75 
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D'umkmium.—Crotslm  enyo  is  known  only  from  the 
•oitthcm  part  of  the  peninsula  of  Lower  California.  It  was 
originally  described  from  a  specimen  collected  by  John  Xan- 
tus  at  Cape  San  Lucas.  Since  then,  it  has  been  found  at  La 
PaZf  San  Jos£  del  Cabo,  San  Bartolo,  MirafloreSi  Santa  Anita, 
San  Antonio,  San  Pedro,  Todos  Santos,  and  in  the  Sierra 
Laguna,  all  in  the  Cape  Region.  Mocquard  has  recorded 
specimens  from  Mulege. 

HMu. — Mocquard  states  that  snull  mammals  are  eaten 
by  this  rattlesnake. 

2 1 6.    Crotmlus  tigrii  Kcnnicott 

TiGFR  Rattlesnake 

Plates  103  and  113 

Crttslmi  hint   KtMiilcorT,   Rrp.   l*.   S.   Mrs.    Bcnind.   Surr.»  Vol.   II, 
Rq>f  ,  1S59,  p.  14,  pi.  \\\  (type  locality.  SkHTTa  Vtfd«  and  Pmo 

Vtfd«.    DMtrts  of  Gila  and  Colorado);  Baud,  Rrp.  Pac. 

R.  R.  Surv.,  Vol.  X,  ilcv,  Rrpr.,  p.  t^,  pi.  XXX,  fig.  i:  Cort, 
Pnc.  AcAil.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila  ,  ti$9,  p  .1t>;  Coorta,  in  Crunitc, 
Nat.  Wealth  CaliAirnia,  iSM,  p.  4II);  OMirca,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad. 
Set.,  Vol.  IV,  il"x>,  p.  66;  Con,  Surv.  W.  looth  Mend.,  V«j|.  V, 
•  •-Ji  P-  <U;  Cort,  Bull.  r.  S.  Nat.  Mut.,  N«>.  1,  iS-<,  pp.  jj,  90; 
Cf AaM4H,  Mem.  Mu«.  C'ompr.  /#iol.,  Cambr.,  Vol.  Vfll,  No.  j,  iSSj, 
pp.  11-.  i7<;YAaaow,  Bull.  t*.  S.Nat.  Mu«.,No.  14,  iSSj,pp.  12,74; 
(faaMAH,  Bull.  Kmcs  Intt ,  VcjI.  XVI,  1S84,  p.  3$;  Yaeeow,  in 
Buck**  Ref.  Handb.  Med  S11.,  Vol.  VI,  tSIS,  p.  166;  Con,  Proc. 
l*.  S.  Nat.  Mu».,  V«j|.  XIV,  1S9S,  p.  69];  SrtjHif^ia,  N.  Amcr. 
Fauna,  No.  7,  tS9j,  p.  31 4;  MtaaiAu,  N.  Amcr.  Fauna,  No.  7, 
i*V1t  p  Sif;  Boiiiar^ia,  Cat.  Snake*  Brit.  Mu«.,  V«j|.  Ill,  lSy6, 
p.  <So  (part);  Van  I)tHaia<«N,  Occat  Paper*  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  V, 
iSv'*,  p.  320;  Con,  Repiirt  l*-  S.  Nat.  Mu«  Uw  ilvi,  lyoo,  p.  iiSi, 
ftf  Ui;  Bao«»,  Pri«.  Acad.  Nat  Sci  Phila  ,  t^i,  p.  107;  Mssft, 
Field  Columbian  Mut.,  Zool  Ser.,  \iJ  VII,  No.  1,  1906,  p.  16; 
IhfMAaft,  Reptile  Book,  tycr,  p  4(g.  Va«  DiMtiSOH  h  Sitriv, 
Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4.  V«il.  ].  i<^i  t,  p  4STff  pl«-  XIX,  XXV|, 
ftf .  I,  GaiMMSLi.  h  Camp,  t  niv.  Cal  Publ.  Zool ,  Vol.  17,  No.  10, 
I9i?t  P-  >y7;  Stsjmscss  h  BAESota,  Cbcck  Lmc  N.  Amcr.  Aaipli. 
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Rept.y  1 91 7,  p.  no;  Vorhies,  Univ.  Ariz.  Agric  Exper.  Station 
Bull.  No.  83,  p.  360;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc  Cal.  Acad. 
Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1921,  p.  29. 

Caudisona  tigris  Cope,  in  Mitchell's  Res.  Venom  Rattlesn.,  1861,  p.  122; 
Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  18669  P*  309;  Coues,  Surv. 
W.  looth  Mend.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  P-  608. 

Description. — Of  moderate  size.  Head  rather  small, 
flat-topped  varying  in  outline  according  to  position  of  fangs, 
etc.  Rostral  wider  than  high,  in  contact  with  anterior  nasal. 
Two  nasals.  Usually  two  preoculars  and  four  intemasals. 
Supraocular  large  but  not  raised  into  a  horn-like  process} 
separated  from  its  fellow  by  five  to  seven  irregular  rows  of 
scales.  About  1 4  to  1 6  superior  and  1 3  to  1 6  inferior  laUals; 
first  pair  of  latter  meeting  in  front  of  single  pair  of  genials. 
Three  rows  of  scales  between  labials  and  eye.  Scales  in  2 1 
to  25  rows,  dorsals  strongly  keeled.  Gastrosteges  varying 
at  least  from  165  to  183.    Urosteges  18  to  26. 

The  ground  color  is  yellowish  ash,  varying  from  whitish 
to  tawny,  marked  along  the  back  with  a  series  of  rather  small 
and  indistinct  brown  blotches  which  become  cross-bars  or 
stripes  posteriorly,  and  number  about  31  to  37  on  the  body 
and  three  to  six  on  the  tail.  These  blotches  are  paler  centrally 
than  about  their  edges,  and  sometimes  are  nearly  obsolete. 
Smaller  alternating  blotches  are  present  on  the  sides.  The 
head  markings  are  rather  indistinct,  especially  the  postocular 
stripe,  which  is  often  lost  in  the  dense  sprinkling  of  minute 
black  dots  covering  the  sides  of  the  head.  The  lower  sur- 
faces are  yellow  or  white,  sometimes  faintly  clouded  with 
brown. 

Length    to    anus 515 

Length  of  tail  to  rattle 35 

Distribution. — The    Tiger    Rattlesnake   "was    formerly 
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only  known  from  a  few  localities  in  aouthern  Arixona  near 
the  Mexican  boundary,  until  in  1 19 1  the  Death  Valley  ex- 
ploration under  Dr.  Merriam  extended  its  range  very  materi- 
ally into  the  desert  mountains  of  southern  California  and 
Nevada  south  of  the  thirty-seventh  parallel,  from  Owen's 
Valley  to  the  great  bend  of  the  G>lorado.'*  The  vertical  range 
is  at  least  2,000  to  1,000  feet  above  sea-level.  Some  of  the 
localities  at  which  this  snake  has  been  taken  are :  Rocky  Creek, 
Independence  Creek,  Lone  Pine,  Owens  Valley,  Coso  Valley, 
Argus  Range,  Fuiamint  Mountains,  Slate  Range,  Wild  Rose 
Springs,  Beveridgc  Canyon  in  the  Inyo  Mountains,  all  in 
Inyo  County;  Round  Valley  in  Mono  County;  and  20  miles 
above  Picacho,  Colorado  River,  Imperial  County;  Califor- 
nia; Vegas  Valley,  Vegas  Wash,  Indian  Spring  Valley,  and 
Grapevine  Mountains,  Nevada;  and  Catalina  Mountains, 
Pima  County;  Fort  Buchanan,  Santa  Crux  County;  Sierra 
del  Poso  Verde,  and  the  Coyote  Mountains  40  miles  south- 
west from  Tucson,  Arizona. 

Hsbiis. — ^This  snake  seems  to  be  of  partially  nocturnal 
habits.  It  feeds  upon  snull  mammals,  such  as  kangaroo  rats 
and  pocket  mice.  It  probably  mates  in  April.  It  inhabits 
rocky  situations  as  well  as  sandy  places.  In  the  latter  it  has 
the  habit  of  worming  out  shallow  depressions  in  which  it 
reposes  flush  with  the  surface  and  is  diflicult  to  see,  especially 
since  its  coloring  is  such  as  to  Uend  with  its  surroundings. 

2 1 7.    Crotalus  mitchellu  Cope 

Bl.KACllCD  RaTTLESNA&I 

Plates  104,  114,  and  115 


CmA#ms  hititktihi  Cort,  Froc.  Acad.  K«t.  Sri.  PliiU.»  iS6i,  p.  Sfj 

(trpt  bcabty.  Caps  8t  Ucas,  Umm  CaHteala,  lUiko); 

Csta  JPirsc.  Acad.  Naf.  So.  Pluk.»  iSM,  p     ta 
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Caudisona  pyrrha  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sd.  Phila.,  1866,  pp.  308, 

310  (type  locality,  Canyon  Prieto  near  Fort  Wh^pla,  Arbona); 

Cope,  Surv.  W.  looth  Mend.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  p.  S3S%  Coues,  Surv. 
W.  looth  Mend.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  p.  608. 

Croialus  mitchellH  Cope,  in  Yanx)w,  Surv.  W.  lOOth  Mend.,  Vol.  V, 
1875,  p.  S3S\  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Na  i,  1875,  p.  321 
Yarrow,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  24,  1883,  pp.  73,  189;  Copb, 
Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  32,  1887,  p.  90;  Belding,  West  Amer. 
Scientist,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  24,  p.  98;  Cope,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus., 
Vol.  XIV,  1892,  p.  694;  Van  Denburgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sd., 
Ser.  2,  Vol.  4,  1894,  p.  450;  Stejneger,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus. 
for  1893,  1^951  P*  454;  ^^^  Denburgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sd.,  Ser. 
2,  Vol.  5,  1895,  p.  159;  Boulenger,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mus.,  Vol. 
Ill,  1896,  p.  580;  Mc  Lain,  Critical  Notes,  1899,  p.  13;  Moci^UARO, 
Nouv.  Arch.  Mus.  Hist.  Nat.,  Paris,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  I,  1899,  p.  331; 
Cope,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.  for  1898,  1900,  p.  11939  figs.  345, 
346;  Brown,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sd.  Phila.,  1901,  p.  108;  Van  Dew- 
burgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  3,  Vol.  4,  No.  i,  1905,  pp.  3,  26; 
Meek,  Field  Columbian  Mus.,  Zool.  Ser.,  Vol.  VII,  Na  i,  1906, 
p.  18;  DiTMARs,  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  463;  Grinnell  &  Grinnell, 
Throop  Inst.  Bull.,  No.  XXXV,  1907,  p.  59;  Grinnell,  Univ. 
Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  5,  No.  i,  1908,  p.  170;  Mocquard,  Miss. 
Sci.  au  Mexique,  Pt.  Ill,  Rept.,  1909,  p.  970,  pi.  77,  figs.  6,  6a; 
Van  Denburgh  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  3,  1912,  p.  152; 
Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  3, 
I9i3>  P-  429,  pi.  XXVI,  fig.  2;  Atsatt,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  2^1., 
Vol.  12,  No.  3,  1913,  p.  44;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal. 
Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  4,  1914,  pp.  133,  145,  147;  Camp,  Univ.  Cal. 
Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  12,  No.  17,  191 6,  p.  S23\  Grinnell  &  Camp, 
Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  17,  No.  10,  1917,  p.  197;  Vorhies, 
Univ.  Ariz.  Agric.  Exper.  Station  Bull.  No.  83,  1917,  p.  359;  Stej- 
neger &  Barbour,  Check  List  N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  1917, 
p.  no;  Cowles,  Journ.  Entomol.  &  Zool.,  Pomona  College,  Vol. 
XII,  No.  3,  1920,  p.  66;  Stephens,  Trans.  San  Diego  Soc.  Nat. 
Hist.,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  4,  1 921,  p.  65;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin, 
Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1921,  pp.  $2^  72;  Nelson, 
Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  XVI,  1921,  pp.  115,  159. 

Crotalus  pyrrhus  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  i,  1875,  P-  33\  Cope, 
in  Yarrow,  Surv.  W.  looth  Merid.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  p.  $35^  pl«  XXII; 
Streets,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  7,  1877,  P«  39;  Yarrow  & 
Henshaw,  Ann.  Rep.  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1878,  Surv.  W.  looth 
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Mcrid  .  Appendii  NN,  iStI,  p.  sio;  Yaaaow,  BhII.  U.  S.  Nac. 
Muft.,  Nu.  34,  itl.i.  pp.  13,  7j;  TowHtiMD,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mttt.» 
Vol.  XIII,  1S90,  p.  144;  STKjHKCiBK,  Wc«t  Amrr.  Scimtitt,  Vol. 
VII,  i99t,  p.  165;  Core,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mu».,  Vol.  XIV,  1191,  p. 

Crpislus  ion/lurntmi  vat.  pyfrkmi  Gaamav,  Mem.  Mut.  Compr.  Zool.» 

Cambr.,  VcJ.  VIII,  No.  j,  iM.l,  p.  1 7 J. 
Crwisims  oregoittts    var.    mtUkelii   Gaamav,  Mem.   Mut.  Compr.  Zool.» 

Cambr.,  Vol.  VIII,  No.  j,   188,1,  p.   17J;  Gaamav,  Bull.   Eaaci 

Intl.,  VcjI.  XVI,  No.  I,  1I84,  p.  J$. 
Crusims  MiUhelht  pyrrkms  Srt jVKCKA,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut.  for  189J, 

l«'^5.  P  4 $6. 

Description. — Mcxlcratcly  large.  Head  rather  tmall, 
with  flattened  top,  varying  in  outline  according  to  pontion 
of  fang^  etc  Rostral  either  higher  than  wide  or  wider 
than  high,  separated  from  anterior  nanl  by  one  to  two  rowi 
of  granular  scales.  Usually  two  nasals,  and  two  prtoculars. 
Postoculan  usually  three,  sometimes  four.  Supraocular  large, 
somewhat  projecting  laterally,  separated  from  its  fellow  by 
from  four  to  eight  scales.  Thirteen  to  1 8  superior  and  1 4 
to  1 8  inferior  labials,  first  pair  of  latter  meeting  in  front  of 
a  single  pair  of  gcnials.  Three  to  five  rows  of  scales  bctwtai 
supralabtals  and  eye.  Scales  in  23  to  27  rows,  keeled  except 
son^times  in  one  or  two  rows  of  each  side.  Gastrotfeges 
varying  from  158  to  198.  Urosteges  16  to  27,  a  few  of 
the  posterior  sometimes  divided. 

The  general  color  is  white,  gray,  yellow,  vinaccous<tn- 
namon,  or  salmon-red,  minutely  dotted  with  black  or  brown, 
and  with  a  series  of  about  32  to  37  indefinite  brown,  black, 
or  red  blotches  along  the  back  anterior  to  tail.  These  dots 
and  doml  blotches,  as  well  as  smaller  blotches  which  some- 
times are  present  on  the  top  of  the  head  and  on  the  sides, 
may  be  so  faint  as  to  cause  the  animal  to  be  called  the  White 
Rattlesnake,  or  so  dark  as  to  produce  a  blackish  effect^  the 
blotches,  however,  never  have  definite  outlines,  appearing 
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only  as  darker  portions  of  the  general  ^pepper  and  salt'  style 
of  coloration.  A  dark  band  sometimes  runs  down  and  back 
from  the  eye.  The  tail  is  gray,  with  four  to  wl  black  cross- 
bars. The  lower  surfaces  are  white  or  yellow,  usually  more 
or  less  clouded  with  brown. 

Length  to  anas 710       770       810       840       870       930 

Length  of  tail  to  rattle 62        74        72        60        71         90 

Remarks. — ^This  rattlesnake  seems  to  be  most  nearly  re- 
lated to  C.  ligris.  It  may  usually  be  distinguished  from 
that  species  by  its  black  bands  on  the  tail  as  well  as  by  the 
granules  between  the  rostral  and  anterior  nasal  plates. 

Distribution. — ^This  rattlesnake  has  been  found  in  the 
Mohave  and  Colorado  deserts  of  southeastern  California, 
and  in  central  Arizona,  and  ranges  the  whole  length  of  the 
peninsula  of  Lower  California. 

In  Arizona,  it  has  been  found  in  the  llnajas  Altas  Range, 
about  fifty  miles  southeast  from  Yuma,  and  on  the  Colorado 
River  20  miles  above  Picacho,  Yuma  County j  on  the  Mo- 
have Desert  and  at  the  foot  of  the  Needles,  Colorado  River, 
Mohave  County;  at  Cave  Creek,  Maricopa  County,  and 
near  Fort  Whipple,  Yavapai  County. 

In  California,  it  has  been  collected  in  Los  Angeles 
(Fairmont),  San  Bernardino  (Cushenbury  Spring,  Forest 
Home,  San  Bernardino  Mountains,  one  mile  east  from  Oro 
Grande,  Victorville,  Horn  Mine,  Turtle  Mountains,  14  miles 
northeast  from  Blythe  Junction),  Riverside  (Asbestos  Spring, 
Santa  Rosa  Mountains,  San  Jacinto  Mountains  five  miles 
southwest  from  Banning),  San  Diego  (Mountain  Springs, 
Campo,  Boulevard,  and  Coyote  Valley  25  miles  east  from 
Oak  Grove)  counties. 

Lower  California  records  are  Cape  San  Lucas,  La  Fkz, 
Sierra  £1  Taste,  Miraflores,  Sierra  San  Lazaro,  Las 
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tat,  Agua  Calicnte,  in  the  Cape  Region  i  San  Evaristo,  Santa 
Rosalia,  Mulege,  San  Ignado,  Plural,  and  San  Matias  far- 
ther north,  and  on  Santa  Margarita,  Angel  de  la  Guardia, 
San  Jose,  Espiritu  Santo,  and  Ceralbo  islands. 

Hsbiis. — This  seems  to  be  distinctively  a  desert  species. 
Like  other  rattlesnakes,  it  is  viviparous.  A  specimen  taken 
at  San  Jose  del  Cabo,  in  September,  contained  three  young 
about  260  mm  in  length.  Mocquard  records  the  statement 
that  this  species  lives  upon  lizards.  Camp  mentions  one 
which  contained  a  nocturnal  canyon  mouse  {p0romy$cu$ 
criniius  suph^mi). 

218.    Crotalut  ceraitet  Hallowell 

Horned  Rattlesnake 

Plates  104  and  116 

Cfotsim  i^^Ui  HalIjowill,  Proc.  Ar«J.  Nat.  Set.  Phili.,  ltS4,  p.  9S 

(iTpc  localitx.  Borders  of  the  If  oh«¥«River  and  in  the  desert 
of  the  MohaTe);  HALumrLi.,  Rep.  Pac.  R.  R.  Sonr.,  Vol.  X» 
IIS9,  p.  I7»  pi.  1V»  §k%,  t;  KrMMiccnr*  in  Batrd,  U.  8.  Mcs.  Bovnd. 
Sonr.,  Vol.  II,  IIS9.  p.  14,  pi.  Ill;  Baisd,  Rep.  Pac.  R.  R.  Sonr., 
Vol.  X.  ltS9,  p.  16,  pi.  IS.  fir  4i  Cora,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila., 
IIS9,  p.  117 i  Jam,  Elcnco  Siit.  defli  Ofidi.  IS6I.  p.  124,  Coorsa, 
Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  IV,  IS70,  p.  67  ^  Jam,  Iconocf.  Gkmkt. 
Opkid.,  46c  lirr.,  1174.  pi.  Ill,  h%.  Si  Cort,  Boll.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mvt., 
No.  I.  IS7S,  p.  Hi  Con,  in  Yarrow,  Sorv.  W.  lOOtk  Mcrid.,  Vol, 
V,  IS7$,  p.  SS4i  Yaasow.  Boll.  U.  8.  Nat.  Mot.,  No.  24,  li7S, 
pp.  12,  7li  Gabmam,  Mm.  Mot.  Coapr.  Zool.,  Caml^r.,  Vol.  VIII » 
No.  I.  IISI,  pp.  116.  l7Si  Yabbow,  Bo<k*i  Ref.  Ilandb.  Med.  Sci., 
Vol.  \1,  ISSS,  p.  I66i  Gaomam,  Bull.  Fmci  Intt.,  Vol.  XVI,  No.  i, 
ISS4,  p.  Hi  Core,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nal.  Mot,  Vol.  XIV.  IS92,  p.  694, 
SrsjiiKukB,  N.  Amcr.  Faooa,  No.  7,  IS9I,  p.  216.  Mbbbiam,  N. 
Amcr.  Paona,  No.  7.  IS9I,  p.  217,  SrviHtctB.  Report  U.  8.  Nat. 
Mot.  for  IS9I.  IS9S,  p.  4(0,  pi.  IS,  Bot/i.ft <•<.(■.  Cat.  Snake*  Brit. 
Moi.,  Vol.  HI.  IS96.  p.  SSI,  Va«  Dkhoibch.  Orcat.  Papert  Cal. 
AraJ  S(i  .  V.  IS97.  p.  222.  Corr,  Report  IV  S  Naf.  Mut.  fur  ||9S. 
1900.  p.  1196,  6f.  147,  BocyWM.  PrfA.  Aiad.  Nat.  &i.  Phila.,  1901, 
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p.  107;  Meek,  Field  Colombian  Mas.,  ZooL  Ser^  Vol.  VII,  No.  i, 
1906,  p.  18;  DiTMARs,  ReptUe  Book,  1907,  p.  460,  pi.  CXXXV; 
Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4^  Vol.  5, 
1913,  p.  429,  pis.  XXII,  XXVIII,  fig.  i;  Elus  &  Hendbkson, 
Univ.  Colorado  Studies,  Vol.  X,  No.  2,  1913,  p.  108;  Atiatt,  Unhr. 
Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  12,  No.  3,  1913,  p.  44;  Camp,  Unir.  Cal. 
Pabl.  ZooL,  Vol.  12,  No.  17,  1916,  p.  S34;  Grinnbll  k  Camp, 
Univ.  Cal.  Pnbl.  Zool.,  Vol.  17,  No.  10,  p.  198;  Stejnbgbr  &  Bar- 
bour Check  List  N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  108;  Vorhibs, 
Univ.  Ariz.  Agric.  Ezper.  Sution  Bull.  No.  83,  1917,  p.  360,  pi.  I, 
fig.  i;  Stephens.  Copeia,  1918,  No.  S4,  p.  3S;  Cowlbs,  Jonrn. 
Entomol.  &  ZooL,  Pomona  College,  Vol.  XII,  No.  3,  1920,  p.  66; 
Stephens,  Trans.  San  Diego  Soc  Nat.  Hist.,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  4^  1921, 
p.  6S ;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol. 
XI,  1921,  pp.  29,  S3;  Nelson,  Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  XVI, 
1921,  pp.  114,  126. 

Caudisona  cerastes  Cope,  in  Mitchell's  Research.  Venom  RatdesQ., 
1861,  p.  124;  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1866,  p.  309; 
Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1867,  p.  8S. 

Xchmofhr^s  cerastes  CouES,  Snnr.  W.  100th  Merid.,Vol.V,187S,p.609. 

Description. — Small.  Head  rather  narrow,  flat-topped, 
varying  in  outline  according  to  position  of  fangs,  etc  Ros- 
tral as  broad  as,  or  broader  than,  high,  in  contact  with  an- 
terior nasal.  Anterior  and  posterior  nasals  usually  united, 
at  least  above  nostril.  Usually  two  preoculars  and  two  inter- 
nasals.  Supraocular  very  large,  raised  into  a  horn-like  pro- 
cess, separated  from  its  fellow  by  from  four  to  six  irregular 
rows  of  scales.  Eleven  to  1 4  superior  and  1 2  to  1 4  inferior 
labials,  first  pair  of  latter  in  contact  on  median  line  in  front 
of  single  pair  of  genials.  Two  or  three  rows  of  scales  be- 
tween supralabials  and  eye.  Scales  in  19  to  25  (usually  21 
or  23)  rows}  feebly  keeled  except  in  one  to  three  lower  rows 
on  sides,  where  smooth}  those  near  middle  of  bade  with 
central  tubercular  swellings.  Gastrosteges  varying  from  1 34 
to  150.  Urosteges  15  to  25,  a  few  sometimes  divided. 

The  general  color  above  is  gray,  often  with  a  yellowish 
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or  vifuceous  tinge,  with  a  lerics  of  rather  small  and  indefinite 
Uotches  of  grayish  or  yellowish  brown.  There  usually  are 
from  31  to  33  of  these  blotches  between  the  head  and  anus, 
and  from  three  to  nine  on  the  tail.  Smaller  Uotches  or 
spots  usually  are  present  on  the  sides  and  on  the  tips  of  the 
gastrosteges.  The  supraocular  shows  an  indistinct  trans- 
verse streak.  A  brown  streak  runs  from  the  eye  to  the  cor- 
ner of  the  mouth.  The  tail  is  ash-color  with  half  rings  of 
brown,  which  are  much  darker  near  its  tip  than  anteriorly. 
The  lower  surfaces  are  yellowish  white,  sometimes  faintly 
clouded  with  brown  or  ffray. 
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Diiirihuiion. — The  Sidewinder  occupies  the  lower  levels 
of  the  Colorado  and  Mohave  Deserts  in  California,  where 
the  Tiger  Rattler  occurs  in  the  mountainous  districts,  and 
ranges  thence  acrois  Arizona  and  southern  Nevada  to  'South- 
western Utah.^ 

It  is  known  to  occur  in  southern  Nevada  in  Pahrump, 
Vegas  and  Indian  Spring  Valleys,  at  Sarcobatus  Flat,  in  the 
Amargosa  Desert,  and  in  the  valleys  of  the  Virgin  and 
Lower  Muddy,  and  in  Cottonwood  Canyon. 

In  Arizona,  it  has  been  found  at  Yuma  and  Chrystoval, 
Yuma  County^  Salado  Valley  near  Tempe,  Maricopa  Coun* 
ty;  Fort  Buchanan,  Santa  Cruz  County  j  and  at  Vulture. 

It  is  said  to  be  common  in  northeastern  l<.ower  California, 
where  it  is  confined  to  the  lower  gulf  strip,  and  has  been 
iccured  at  San  Felipe. 

In  California,  it  has  been  taken  at  Chalput,  Mono  Coun- 
ty ^  Kceler  and  Lone  Pine  in  Owen's  Valley,  Borax  Flat, 
Fanamint  N'alley,  Mesquite  N'alley,  Ballarat,  Fxho  Canyon 
in  the  Funeral  Mountains,  Furnace  Creek  Ranch  and  Ben- 
nett Wells  in  Death  Valley,  Inyo  County^  Bantow,  Daggett, 
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right  out  in  the  noonday  sunshine  of  mid-summer.  In 
neither  case  were  the  snakes  easily  seen,  as  they  were  of  the 
exact  color  of  their  sandy  surroundings.  Both,  though  alert 
allowed  themselves  to  be  noosed  without  moving  away  or 
doing  more  than  rattk  feebly. 

Specimens  which  I  have  seen  had  eaten  lizardsi  Uss 
sismkmrmtm^  Cn0midopharus  iigrii  and  Phrymosoms  fUiy- 
rhinos.  The  Phrynosoma  had  been  only  partially  swallowed  j 
and  its  horns  had  penetrated  and  proCnided  from  the  ventral 
surface  of  the  snake's  neck. 

Regarding  the  mode  of  progression  of  this  species  Mr. 
Cowlcs  notes:  'Hliese  snakes  seem  to  be  almost  entirely 
rrstricted  to  the  sandy  areas  of  the  desert,  rarely  wandering 
from  them,  and  then  only  for  a  short  dsstanoe,  its  mode  of 
locomotion  admirably  fits  it  for  the  type  of  country  which  it 
inhabits.  The  ordinary  snake  finds  difficulty  in  rapid  motion 
over  the  loose  and  shifting  sand,  since  part  of  the  tractive 
power  comes  from  a  bracing  of  each  loop  of  the  body  against 
that  part  of  the  ground  which  is  posterior  to  the  loop,  and 
through  the  movement  of  the  central  portion  of  the  body 
against  the  surface  of  the  ground.  It  can  readily  be  seen 
that  a  shifting  and  loose  surface  would  seriously  hinder  the 
pcugrtss  of  the  ordinary  snake.  The  ^Side-winder,**  Croi^ 
Ims  €0rMi0$^  instead  of  progressing  as  do  ordinary  snakesi 
longitudinally,  progresses  laterally,  leaving  separate  trackap 
each  paralleling  the  other,  and  angling  in  the  direction  in 
which  the  snake  is  moving.  Each  track  is  appranmately  the 
length  of  the  snake  making  it,  and  b  wavy,  that  is  a  series 
of  ^S**  shaped  loops.  The  tracks  give  no  sign  of  any  part 
of  the  body  moving  from  one  mark  to  the  other,  which  gives 
the  impresiion  that  the  snake  jumps  the  three  to  six  inch  inter* 
val  between  the  tracks.  Such  b  not  the  case,  however.  When 
the  snake  is  moving,  the  body  b  kept  partially  looped  and 
the  advance  seems  to  be  through  the  advancing  of  the  head 
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and  tail,  while  the  rest  of  the  body  is  rested  on  the  inter- 
vening loop,  supporting  the  rest  of  the  body,  the  weight 
then  seems  to  be  shifted  to  the  head  and  tail  and  the  rest 
of  the  body  advanced,  the  whole  progresncm  being  a  aeries 
of  graceful  continuous  movements.  This  seems  to  be  the 
mode  of  progression." 

Mr.  Slevin  found  a  pair  mating  under  a  bush  cm  the 
desert  west  of  Barstow,  San  Bernardino  County,  Gdif wnia, 
at  about  five  o'dodc  in  the  afternoon,  during  the  last  week 
of  April,  1913. 

219.    Crotalus  willardi  Meek 

Willard's  Rattlesnakb 

Plates  105  and  117 

Crotalus  wUlardiy  Meek,  Field  Colomb.  Mos.,  Zod.  Ser.,  Vol.  7,  No.  1, 
1906,  p.  18,  pi.  Ill  (type  locality.  Tombstone,  Arisooa); 

MocQUARD,  Miss.  Sci.  aa  Mezique,  Ft.  Ill,  Rept,  1909,  p.  972; 
Hartman,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mas.,  Vol.  39,  1911,  p.  S69,  fig.  1-4} 
Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  ScL,  Ser.  4^  Vol.  3, 
1913,  p.  394;  Stejnecer  &  Barbour,  Check  List  N.  Amer.  Amph. 
Rept.,  1917,  p.  Ill;  Swarth,  Copeia,  1921,  No.  100,  p.  83  (type 

locality  stated  to  be  Hamburg,  Ramsey  Canyon,  Huachucay 
Mts.,  Arizona). 

Description. — Moderately  large.  Head  long,  with 
flattened  top  and  rather  narrow,  elevated  snout  Rostral 
higher  than  wide,  in  contact  with  anterior  nasal.  Two  nasals. 
Upper  preocular  large,  not  divided  vertically.  Intemasals 
rather  small,  as  long  as  wide,  turned  up  anteriorly  into  the 
prominent  canthus  rostralis.  Supraocular  large  but  not 
raised  into  a  horn-like  process }  separated  from  its  fellow 
by  about  seven  to  nine  irregular  rows  of  scales.  SupralaUals 
13  to  15,  separated  from  eye  by  about  two  rows  of  scales. 
Inf  ralabials  13  to  15,  first  pair  in  contact  on  median  line  in 
front  of  a  single  pair  of  genials.    Scales  on  body  in  25  or 
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27  rows,  all  kcdcd  eiccpi  the  fini  two  or  three  rowt.  Gm- 
tnjiteget  vuyifig  m  number  from  145  to  160.  Anal  not 
dtvidccL  Uroiteget  21  to  28,  a  few  of  the  anterior  and  poit- 
erior  •ometimcs  divided. 

The  coloration  of  the  original  specimen  was  dcKribed  bjr 
Dr.  Meek  as  follows: 

Color  light  olive  brown,  more  or  less  irregularly  blotch* 
cd  with  white)  dorsal  region  oxMcd  by  19  lighter  bands, 
each  one  scale  length  in  width  and  narrowly  margined  with 
black}  dorsal  tnuisvene  bars  about  nine  scale  lengths  apart) 
no  transvene  bands  on  tail;  ventral  surface  much  spcfklcd 
and  mottled  with  black,  becoming  darker  posteriorly)  small 
black  dots  on  sides,  these  most  numerous  near  ventral  region  j 
suprsocular  light  ash  color;  a  large  ashy  blotch  on  oodput 
more  or  less  reticulated  posteriorly  with  darker;  snout  and 
region  between  supraoculars  olive  brown;  a  distinct  white 
line  one  scale  wide  from  upper  edge  of  prenasal  above  pit 
to  upper  edge  of  seventh  supralabial,  pasnng  obliquely  down- 
ward to  tenth  supralabial  and  backward  covering  the  last 
four  supralabials;  a  white  line  on  lower  half  of  first  five 
supralabials,  passing  downward  and  backward  on  lower  jaw 
to  white  on  throat;  the  space  between  these  bands  brown; 
rostral  with  white  median  line. 

The  second  known  specimen,  as  described  by  Mr.  Hart- 
man,  was  in  ^general  color  chocolate,  domlly  marked  with 
short  cross-ban  of  dark  shading  into  a  black  line  posteriorly 
or  anteriorly,  these  ban  sometimes  occurring  in  pain  and 
then  separated  by  one  or  two  scales'  width  of  ground  color; 
tail  with  three  distinct  brown  half  rings  on  anterior  part, 
remainder  uniform  brown  dorsally;  brown  spots  covering 
parts  or  all  of  from  one  to  four  scales  laterally;  whole  body 
more  or  less  speckled  with  black  or  brown;  lateral  scales 
covered  with  fine  specks;  ventrals  of  anterior  portion  almost 
white,  posteriorly  becoming  slightly  speckled  with  dark,  the 
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spedcs  farther  bade  becoming  so  numerous  as  to  merge  into 
spots  or  blotches  until  the  posterior  half  of  the  ventral  sur- 
face is  almost  entirely  dark  brown}  a  white  median  line  on 
rostral  continuing  onto  lower  jaw  and  expancUng  between 
two  wide  dark  bars,  which  extend  about  halfway  badk  on  the 
jaw;  a  light  line  bordering  the  second,  third,  fourth,  and 
fifth  labials  continuing  onto  the  lower  jaw;  a  light  band 
extending  obliquely  from  the  nasals,  under  the  eye  to  the 
last  four  labials,  covering  them  almost  completely;  below 
this,  running  across  the  pit,  a  dark  band  spreading  out  onto 
five  or  six  lower  labials;  a  prominent  dark  postocular  band, 
about  three  scales  wide,  not  bordered  by  white  above." 

In  life,  the  general  color  above  is  yellowish  cinnamon 
with  grayish  white  or  very  pale  cinnamon  dorsal  cross-bars 
which  probably  represent  interspaces  between  obsolete 
rhombs.  Each  light  bar  is  partially  edged  with  black  and 
deep  cinnamon.  On  the  sides  are  rather  small  dark  cinna- 
mon or  chestnut  spots,  the  most  evident  ones  being  at  the 
lateral  extremities  of  the  light  dorsal  bars  and  on  the  first 
and  second  and  third  and  fourth  rows  of  scales,  making, 
where  well  developed,  three  lateral  series  of  alternating 
spots.  The  proximal  portion  of  the  tail  above  is  colored  like 
the  body,  but  the  distal  portion  is  bluish  ash-gray,  marked 
with  red  at  the  bases  of  the  scales,  the  lower  row  of  caudal 
scales  and  the  urosteges  are  red,  edged  with  pure  white. 
The  light  stripes  on  the  head  are  pure  white,  the  dark 
streaks,  deep  cinnamon.  The  temporal  regions  are  tinged 
with  olive.  The  lower  surfaces  are  marbled  with  cinnamon, 
black  and  white.  Many  of  the  scales  on  the  body  have  one 
or  more  minute  black  dots. 

Length  to  anus 196         220         380         444        445 

Length  of  uil 20  18  35  51  37 

Distribution. — This  rattlesnake  has  been  found  only  in 


i! 


J  r 


1 
•  ■ 


4t.    CMOTALVS  961 


•outhetstern  AnzocUy  whote  tpcdmens  have  been  recorded 
M  collected  at  Tombttone,  Cochise  County,  and  in  ^he 
region  of  the  Santa  Rita  Mountain.**  Willard  hat  stated 
that  the  original  specimen  came  not  from  Tombstone  but 
from  near  Hamburg,  Ramsey  Canyon,  Huachuct  Mountains, 
Cochise  County.  Mr  Slevin  found  it  at  Hamburg  in  Ram* 
sey  Canyon,  Huachuct  Mountains,  Cochise  County,  and  on 
the  trtil  from  the  head  of  Temporal  Gulch  to  Old  Baldy, 
Santa  Rita  Mountaint,  Santa  Crux  County. 

Hshiis. — A  tpedmen  from  the  Santa  Rita  Mountaint 
(C.  A.  S.  No.  48041)  contained  an  adult  mouse.  This  snake 
was  found  in  a  pile  of  loose  rode  by  the  side  of  the  trail. 

220.    Crottlus  lepidus  (Kennicott) 

GailN    RATTLESNA&a 

Plates  105  and  118 

CsmAt0ms  hpuU  Ktwwtcorr.  Proc.  Acad.  Nst.  Sci  Plttlt.*  li6i»  p.  so6 
(type  locality.  Prsiidle  tad  Eagle  Pan,  Taaa);  Cbrt.  in  Mrr. 
cutLL,  Res.  Venom  Rartlc«nake«  it6i,  p.  124. 

jtpUsipii  hpuU  Cort»  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Ptiila.,  1S66,  p.  jio;  Cort, 
Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mttt.,  No.  1,  it7f,  p.  3):  Cora.  Sttnr.  W.  loock 
Mcfid.,  Vol.  V,  ii7$,  p.  $j(;  Yaaaow,  Bdl.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mut..  No. 

U.  ittjtpp.  la.  il9. 
Oi4a/«i  kpUmi  Com,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Pliila.»  tSSj,  p.  ij;  Gaa- 
MAv.  Mem.  MiM.  Compr.  Zool.  Camhr.,  Vol.  VIII,  Na  3,  tlSj, 
pp.  117.  I7f;  Cort,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mm.,  Vol.  XIV,  1I9),  p.  iya; 
SrtjHtoBa,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Miia.  for  tS9j,  189$,  p.  4$^  pi-  t6; 
BovLSMoaa,  Cat.  Snakes  Brit.  Mm.,  Vol.  Ill,  1I96,  p.  $ia;  Va» 
Dtvsraon,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Scr.  1,  Vol.  6,  tS^,  p.  341* 
Com,  Report  U.  S.  Nat.  Mim.  far  1S9S,  1900,  p.  1191;  Baovn, 
Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sci  Plula.,  1901,  p  t07;  Srt jvsoaa,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat. 
Mna.,  VoL  XXV,  199),  p.  iff;  BAiLar,  N.  Amer.  Faiina,  No.  S{, 
tSOf,  pp  Jf,  ft;  Dtmaaa,  Reptile  Book,  1907.  p.  4^t»  pit*  CXXIX« 
If  7.  CXXX,  If.  9.  CXXXIV,  fg.  i;  Mocqtaao,  Mim.  ScL  m 
Mem.,  Pt.  Ill,  Rept.,  1909,  p.  9K  pi*  7^.  H^  It  fs-k;  Sfona, 
Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  So.  Pkila.,  1911,  p.  )ja;  Vaw  IHmwwm  li 
SLSvtn,  Proc.  CaL  Acad.  Sci,  Ser.  4,  VoL  1,  1913,  p.  4J0»  pb* 
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XXIII,  XXVIII,  fig.  2;  Strecker,  Baylor  Bulletiii,  VoL  XVIII, 
No.  4,  1915,  p.  45;  Stejneger  &  Barbour,  Check  List  N.  Amer. 
Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  109;  Vorhies,  Univ.  Ariz.  Agric  Ezper. 
Station  Bull.  No.  83,  1917,  p.  359. 

Description. — Size  small.  Head  broad,  flat-topped, 
with  rather  narrow  snout.  Rostral  about  as  high  as  wide,  in 
contact  with  anterior  nasal.  Two  nasals,  sometimes  united. 
Two  preoculars.  Two  or  three  postoculars.  A  large  scale 
just  in  front  of  supraocular.  Supraocular  laige,  but  not 
raised  into  a  horn-like  process;  separated  from  its  fellow  by 
about  three  to  five  irregular  rows  of  scales.  Eleven  to  14 
superior  and  1 0  to  1 2  inferior  labials,  first  pair  of  latter  in 
contact  on  median  line  in  front  of  single  pair  of  genials.  One 
to  three  rows  of  scales  between  supralabials  and  eye.  Scales 
in  21  to  23  rows,  keeled  except  in  two  or  three  rows  on  each 
side.  Gastrosteges  varying  from  153  to  169.  Anal  not 
divided.    Urosteges  varying  from  1 8  to  3 1 . 

The  color  above  is  a  greenish  or  bluish  or  ashy  gray  with 
about  1 7  to  19  dark  brown  or  blade  blotches  or  cross-bands 
between  the  head  and  anus.  These  daric  markings  are  sep- 
arated along  the  middorsal  line  by  intervals  from  two  to  five 
times  their  own  length  along  that  line.  They  may  extend 
laterally  to  the  gastrosteges,  or  may  be  divided  laterally 
into  spots.  Their  outlines  usually  are  irregular  or  serrate. 
The  scales  at  their  margins  are  often  spotted  with  very  dark 
brown  or  black,  and  similar  spots  are  scattered  sparsely 
through  the  gray  intervals.  The  scales  of  the  first  two  or 
three  lateral  rows  may  be  tinted  with  salmon  pink  or  orange. 
The  head  is  of  the  gray  ground  color,  minutely  dotted  with 
blackish  brown,  but  without  definite  dark  markings.  The 
lower  surfaces  are  yellowish  white,  more  or  less  clouded  with 
brown  or  gray.  The  tail  is  gray  proximally,  orange  or  sal- 
mon distally  both  above  and  below,  crossed  by  from  two  to 
four  brown  bars  or  rings. 
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The  color  in  life  it  Muith  gray,  more  or  lets  tinted  with 
-•bfx>wn  laterally,  eroded  by  dark  hair-brown  bandt.  The 
tail  it  talmon  with  lighter  cinnamon-brown  cro«  bart.  The 
gastrottcgct  and  many  of  the  tcalet  of  the  firrt  to  fourth 
ruwt  arc  bright  talmon  pink.    The  tip  of  the  tail  b  talmon. 
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Dutribuiion. — The  range  of  thit  little  nittletnake  extendt 
from  Texat  wett  acrott  New  Mexico  to  toutheattem  Arizona, 
and  south  into  Mexico.  In  Arizona,  it  hat  been  found  in  the 
Huachuca  Mountains  in  Cochiie  County  (at  Fort  Huachuca 
and  Carr  and  Ramtey  canyont),  at  Cochite  Stronghold  in 
the  Dragoon  Mountaint,  and  at  Onion  Creek,  near  Faradite, 
in  the  Chiricahua  Mountaint. 

Hshiss, — Mr.  Slevin  found  one  crawling  up  a  granite 
boulder  on  a  hilltidc.  Dr.  Skinner  and  Mr.  Slevin  found 
them  on  the  talut  tlidet  where  they  could  often  be  heard 
rattling  underneath  itonet  that  had  been  ditturbed.  They 
in%'ariably  attempted  to  etcape  when  approached. 

221.    CroUliis  pricei  Van  Denburgh 

Patrx't  RATTtrtNAKE 

Platet  105  and  119 

CrtisJmt  pmet  Vah  DKHtvacM,  PrK.  C«l.  Acad    Sii..  Scf.  1,  VoL  5» 

iiv(.  p   15^  (type  kxAlity.  Huackttca  Moonfahia,  AilMtta); 

Vau  |>f  uBi  Bf.M,  Pr««  CaI  A(«4l  Vi.,  Scr.  3;  Vul.  6,  ll^,  p.  J49, 
pi.  I.;C*>*rt.Rrpiirt  I*  S  N«f  Mu«.  Ific  ll^.  Igoo.  p.  III4;  Btowv, 
Piroc.  Aca4-  Sac  Set.  PhiU  ,  ly^i.  p  io<i  Srijaicta,  Proc.  U.  S. 
Nat  Mm,  Vul.  XXV,  iy>a,  p.  Ml;  IhrnAat.  Rcpctk  Book, 
i9cr.  p  46s.  pit.  CXXIX.  ftg  I.  CXXX,  ftg  ^  CXXXIV.  fg.  a; 
SroMK,  Proc.  Ac«4  Nat.  Set.  FKtla ,  1911,  p.  ajs;  Vav  Dtvttaoai 
tc  Sitviw.  Pr«<  Cal.  Acad-  Sci.,  Scr.  4f  ViJ.  j.  1911,  p.  4>o,  pk. 
XXIV,  XXVIII.  fg.  y.  Sr«j«tcia  h  Baaaova,  ClMk  Uc  N. 
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Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  no;  Vorhibs,  Univ.  Ariz.  Agric. 
Exper.  Station  Bull.  No.  83,  1917,  p.  359. 
Crotalus  willardi  Vorhies,  Univ.  Ariz.  Agric  Exper.  Station   Bull., 
No.  83, 1917,  p.  361. 


Description. — Size  small.  Head  subtriangular,  with 
flattened  top.  Rostral  nearly  as  broad  as  high,  in  contact 
with  anterior  nasal  plate.  Two  nasals.  Two  preoculars. 
Usually  one  loreal,  sometimes  two.  Intemasals  proportion- 
ally rather  large.  A  large  scale  just  in  front  of  supraocular. 
Supraocular  large  but  not  raised  into  a  horn-like  process,  sep- 
arated from  its  fellow  by  from  one  to  three  scales.  Superior 
labials  nine  to  1 1 ,  separated  from  eye  by  one  row  of  scales. 
Inferior  labials  nine  to  1 1 ,  first  pair  in  contact  on  median 
line.  Scales  in  21  or  23  rows,  keeled  except  in  parts  of  the 
first  and  second  rows.  Gastrosteges  varying  from  151  to 
162.  Anal  entire.  Urosteges  19  to  27,  the  first  and  from 
two  to  nine  posterior  usually  divided.  Rattle  very  slender 
and  delicate. 

The  general  ground  color  is  olive  gray  so  thiddy  covered 
with  minute  brown  dots  as  to  give  a  deddedly  brownish 
hue.  A  narrow  dark  brown  band  of  uniform  width  runs 
back  and  down  from  the  eye,  just  touching  the  upper  angles 
of  the  eighth  and  ninth  labials  without  involving  them. 
The  scales  below  this  band  are  vinaceous  cream.  There  are 
two  small  seal  brown  spots  on  the  ocdput.  The  genials  and 
gulars  are  yellow,  tinged  with  vinaceous  laterally.  The  rest 
of  the  head  is  unicolor.  Along  each  side  of  the  hsLck  is  a 
series  of  from  54  to  60  small  brown  blotches.  Anteriorly 
these  have  a  tendency  to  alternate,  but  posteriorly  they  unite 
with  one  another  to  form  cross-bars.  There  are  seven  simi- 
lar brown  bars  on  the  tail.  The  dorsal  blotches  are  seal 
brown,  palest  centrally,  and  are  edged  with  very  pale  brown 
or  white.  They  are  about  one  and  one-half  scales  long,  and 
from  two  to  three  rows  of  scales  wide.    They  are 
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from  the  of  her  blotches  on  the  tame  tide  of  the  back  by  about 
one  and  one-half  tcalet,  and  from  thoie  of  the  opposite  tide 
b>'  the  width  of  one  scale.  There  are  two  or  three  rows 
of  smaller  alternating  brown  spots  on  the  sides.  The  gas- 
tnntc^'cii,  except  anteriorly,  are  dark  slate.  The  edges  of 
the  gastroftteges  and  of  the  scales  of  the  firrt  row  are  whitish. 
The  tip  of  the  tail  is  bright  salmon  or  flesh-color. 
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Ihstnhmiifm. — This  beautiful  little  rattlesnake  is  known 
only  fnim  loutheastem  Arizona.  It  has  been  taken  in  the 
Huachucs  Mountains,  in  Cochise  County,  and  at  an  altitude 
of  7,500  feet,  on  a  ridge  near  Old  Baldy,  Madera  Canyon, 
Santa  Rita  Mountains,  iWinta  Crux  County.  Another  was 
taken  near  the  summit  of  Old  Baldy.  It  is  said  that  thb 
species  occurs  also  in  the  Catalina  Mountains.  In  the  Chiri* 
cihua  Mountains  it  has  been  collected  on  Onion  Creek  near 
Panulite,  Cochise  County.  The  National  Museum  has  it 
from  the  Apache  Forest,  and  from  6,100  feet  altitude  on 
Ash  Creek,  Mount  Graham. 

Order  II.    TtUSTUDINATA 

This  order  includes  all  of  the  turtles.  These  belong  to 
a  numlvr  of  families,  only  four  of  which  occur  within  our 
l,^t>|^'raphicil  limits.  Two  of  these  families  include  the  sea 
turtlc%,  s<i  that  our  laml  and  fresh  water  turtles  all  belong 
to  two  families,  the  Ktm^iterniJit  and  the  TestudimJ^.  The 
latter  includes  moft  of  our  species  of  turtles.  These  are 
ver)'  few  in  number.  Indeed,  throughout  most  of  the  area 
under  ci«isideration  only  one  kind  of  turtle  iCl^mmys 
m*>fsis )  has  been  found. 


I  r 


II 


i 


I 


I  ! 


!  J 

I 

'Ir      > 


I!    I 


r; 

it,!  .! 


i  ='! 


iii  . 


ti  h 


» 

i 
f 


,1! 


I. 

1^1 


I    • 


49.    KISOSTtMSOS H7 

doied  tgiinst  the  canpioe.  The  plasirtl  pUlei  ire  teptnted 
from  the  margifudt.  There  are  two  supracaiiidal  platea. 
Gttlar  angle.    The  tail  is  shorty  with  a  terminal  nail. 

SYNontt  or  Sficics 
a. — Neck  mottled  with  dark  and  light)  shell  more  elongate, 
le»  rounded;  bartmlet  on  neck  more  numerotts;  shell 
usually  olive;  upper  border  of  ninth  marginal  nearly 

stnught 

K.  ■pooriense     y .  967. 
a'. — Neck  leas  mottled,  usually  yellow  without  dark  mark- 
ings below;  shell  leas  elongate,  more  rounded;  barbules 
on  neck  fewer;  shell  usually  yellowish;  upper  border 
of  ninth  marginal  much  elevated  anteriorly. 

970. 


222.    Kinottemon  aocioriense  Lc  Conte 

SONORAN    Mt*D  TcaTLI 

Plates  120  and  121 


KtrnmUfrmmm  /#««rf/«i#  l.c  Coirrf^  Piroc.  Acad.  Naf.  5»ci.  PliiU.»  1 1 54* 

p.  1S4  (r^rpc  localtfy,  T^ffaott,  Afiiona). 

Tl^rMfimtar*  mmH#«i#  AoAttit,  Conrrib.  Nar.  Hitf.  U.  S.^  Vol.  I, 

ilf7»  p*  4»t.  Vol.  !!•  pi.  V,  %t.  S.|i;  B^iao,  U.  S.  Met.  Boiifid. 

!iufir..  Veil.  II,  iSj7.  Rcpf.,  p.   %. 
PUiyikytm  JUtfuemt  AoAttit,  Cofifriburiufit  Naf.  Hitf.  U.  S.,  Vol.  I, 

lifTt  p-  410  (part).  Vol.  II,  pi.  V.  ftft.  i3.i{;  Baiso,  U.  S.  Mci. 

Btjufwl-  ?HirT.»  Vol.  11,  iSf^  iUpc.,  p.  j:  Cooraa,  Cal.  Aca4.  SdL« 

ViJ.  IV,  iS?(\  p.  66. 
Ktm^iitrmmm  knmui   La  Coitti,  Pr«ic.   Acad.   Naff.   Sci.   PIttla.,   li^t 

p.  4  (ffpc  locality.  Hew  Matko):  Cors,  BuU.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mas^ 

N€>.  17,  ilSo,  p.  I  I  (f). 
O^ajl^rvarfli  kmtui  Cort,  Bull.  t*.  S.  Naff.  Mut.,  No.  I,  ii7S»  P-  fj; 
Yasiov,  H«rv.  W.  loofli  Mend ,  V<il.  V,  il:(.  p.  513,  pL  XVI, 
ifft,  1. 1;  Cottft,  Sitnr.  W.  loofli  .Mcrid  ,  Veil.  V,  1S75,  p.  f^O; 
Tata,  Bull.  U.  !l.  Nat.  Mm,  No  14,  iSSi,  p.  ji;  Boviatioaa, Cat. 
CWIoaiafia  Bnt.  Ma*.,  iSS^  p  40;  Ihtviaai,  R«ptilt  Book,  ifs?. 
P  ^.  H  1^  %  ^i  ^taacaaa,  Ba^  B«Uctia,  Vd.  XVIII,  No.  4, 
ifij.p  10(f). 


968  17.    KiNOSTERNiDJE 


Cinostemum  sonoriense  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  i,  1875,  P«  5^; 
CouES,  Surv.  W.  looth  Mend.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  p.  589;  True,  Bull. 
U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.y  No.  24,  1883,  p.  31;  BouLEHGERy  Cat.  Chdonians 
Brit.  Mus.,  1889,  p.  40;  SiEBENROCKy  SB.  Akad.  Wiss.  Wien,  VoL 
ii6y  1907,  p.  571;  SiEBENROCK,  Zool.  Jahrb.,  Suppl.  10,  Heft  j, 
1909,  p.  444. 

Cinosiemum  flavescens  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  i,  1875,  p.  51 
(part);  True,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  24,  1883,  p.  31  (part). 

Aromochelys  carinatus  Yarrow,  Surv.  W.  looth  Meiid.,  Vol.  V,  1875, 
p.  582. 

Kinostemon  sonoriense  Stejneger,  Proc.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  Vol.  25,  1902, 
p.  149;  RuTHVEN,  Bull.  Amer.  Mus.  Nat.  Hist.,  Vol.  23,  1907, 
P-  594;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sd.,  Ser.  4, 
Vol.  3,  1913,  p.  396;  Grinnell  &  Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zocd., 
Vol.  17,  No.  10,  1 91 7,  p.  200;  Stejneger  &  Barbour,  Check  List 
N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  112. 

Description. — Shell  rather  narrow,  elongate,  somewhat 
depressed,  smooth.  Vertebrals  five,  usually  longer  than 
broad.  G>stals  four,  first  longest,  second  and  third  highest, 
last  smallest.  Nuchal  narrow.  Marginals  1 1  on  each  side, 
ninth  with  superior  border  not  much  elevated  anteriorly, 
supracaudals  not  united.  Plastron  large,  extending  forward 
about  as  far  as  carapace,  its  central  region  covered  by  the 
abdominal  plates,  united  to  carapace  by  a  strong  bridge. 
Anterior  and  posterior  portions  of  plastron  hinged,  capable 
of  closing  shell  completely  when  head  and  limbs  are  re- 
drawn, Gulars  partly  or  completely  united  into  a  single 
plate.  Pectoral  median  suture  shortest.  Abdominal  suture 
longest.  Anal  suture  next  longest.  Axillary  and  inguinal 
plates  elongate,  separating  abdominal  from  marginals.  Head 
rather  large,  somewhat  pointed,  covered  with  smooth  skin. 
Chin  and  throat  with  a  few  barbules.  Limbs  covered  with 
smooth  skin  except  close  to  toesj  anterior  with  five,  posterior 
with  four  toes,  completely  webbed.  Tail  of  moderate  length, 
ending  in  a  horny  nail  or  claw. 
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R^msrks. — What  hiu  been  said  under  the  head  K.  flsv0s- 
C0ns  applies,  but  need  not  be  repeated^  here. 


u — This  turtle  it  common  in  parts  of  Arizona, 
where  it  teems  to  be  generally  distributed  throughout  the 
Gila  River  and  its  tributaries.  It  lives  alto  in  the  Colorado 
River,  but  whether  it  ascends  this  river  above  the  mouth 
of  the  Gila  is  not  known.  It  is  said  to  range  across  New 
Mexico  to  southwestern  Texas. 

In  Sonora  it  has  been  taken  in  the  San  Pbdro  River,  in 
the  Sonoyta  River  three  miles  from  Sonoyta,  in  Cajon  Bonito 
Creek,  in  the  San  Bernardino  River,  and  in  Guadalupe  Can- 
yon. 

In  California,  it  has  been  collected  on  the  banks  of  the 
Colorado  River  opposite  Yuma  and  at  Fdo  Verde,  in  Im- 
perial County. 

In  Arizona,  specimens  have  been  secured  at  Yuma,  and 
near  Adonde,  Yuma  County^  Phoenix  and  Cave  Creek, 
Maricopa  County  j  Fort  Whipple  and  Fort  Verde,  Yavapai 
County^  Tucson  and  Sabino  Canyon  in  the  Santa  Catalina 
Mountains,  Pima  County^  Rock  Creek,  Navajo  County^  the 
Chiricshua  Mountains,  Fairbank,  six  miles  east  from  Here- 
ford, and  the  Huachuca  Mountains,  Cochise  County  ^  Gard- 
ner Canyon  in  the  Santa  Rita  Mountains,  and  Nogalea,  Santa 
Cniz  County}  and  at  Ash  Creek,  Wanaw,  and  Grand  Cen- 
tral Mills. 

//#tei.— While  this  turtle  is  very  aquatic  in  kabita,  il 
sometimes  leaves  the  water  to  bask  in  the  sua.   It  is  camtvor* 
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ous.  Captive  specimens  ate  ii^es^t  voradouslyi  under  water. 
The  Tucson  spedinens  were  caught  with  hook  and  line  baited 
with  meat. 


223.    Kinostemon  flavescens  (Agasaz) 
Yellow-necked  Mud  Turtle 

PUUythyra  flavescens  Agassiz,  G>ntributioiis  Nat.  Hist.  U.  S.,  Vol.  I, 

i857»  p.  430  (part)  (type  localities,  ToiS,  Arizona),  Vol.  II, 

pi.  Vy  figs.  12-15. 
Cinostemum  flavescens  Cope,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  x,  1875,  P*  5^ 

(part);  Coubs,  Surv.  W.  looth  Mend.,  Vol.  V,  1875,  p.  590,  pi. 

XVII;  True,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  14,  1883,  p.  31  (part); 

BouLENGER,  Cat.  Chdoii.  Brit.  Mus.,  1889,  p.  40;  Cope,  P^oc 

Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  1893,  P*  3^^;  Brown,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sen. 

Phila.,  1903,  p.  543;  SiEBENROcK,  SB.  Akad.  Wiss.  Wien,  Vol. 

CXVI,  1907,  p.  568,  fig.  6;  DrruARS,  Repdle  Book,  1907,  p.  25, 

pi.  XI;  SiEBBNROcK,  Zool.  Jahfb.,  Suppl.  10,  Heft  3,  1909,  p.  443; 

Strecicer,  Baylor  Bulletin,  Vol.  XVIII,  No.  4, 1915,  p.  la 
Kinostemum  flavescens  Cope,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  Sd.  Phila.,  1892,  p.  233* 
Kinostemon  flavescens  Stone,  Proc.  Acad.  Nat.  ScL  Phila.,  1903,  p.  540; 

Ellis  &  Henderson,  Univ.  Colorado  StucUei,  VoL  X,  No.  2,  X9i3» 

p.  114;  Stejneoer  &  Barbour,  Check  List  N.  Amer.  Amph.  Rept., 

1917,  p.  III. 

Description. — Shell  rather  narrow,  elongate,  somewhat 
depressed,  smooth.  Vertebrals  five,  usually  longer  than 
broad.  Costals  four,  first  longest,  second  and  third  highest^ 
last  smallest.  Nuchal  narrow.  Marginals  1 1  on  each  side, 
ninth  with  superior  border  much  elevated  anteriorly,  supra- 
caudals  not  united.  Plastron  large,  extending  forward  about 
as  far  as  carapace,  its  central  region  covered  by  the  abdominal 
plates  united  to  carapace  by  a  strong  bridge.  Anterior  por- 
tion of  plastron  hinged,  capable  of  closing  shell  when  head 
and  limbs  are  redrawn.  Gulars  partly  or  completely  united 
into  a  single  plate.  Pectoral  median  suture  short.  Abdomi- 
nal and  anal  sutures  longest.  Axillary  and  inguinal  plates 
elongate,  separating  abdominal  from  marginals.  Head  rather 
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Urgt^  tofnewhat  pointed^  covered  with  smooch  duo.  Qua 
tfid  throtl  with  a  few  barbulet.  Limbt  covered  with  tmooth 
dcin  eicepc  dote  to  toes)  tntenor  with  fivtf  potterior  with 
four  toes,  completely  webbed.  Tail  of  moderate  length,  end- 
ing in  a  homy  nail  or  daw. 

The  carmpace  is  yellowish  olive,  the  plastron  lighter,  yel- 
lowish. The  homy  plates  are  margined  with  dark  brown, 
especially  along  their  posterior  edges,  above.  The  head  and 
neck  are  olive  above,  yellowish  below,  sometimes  with  a 
light  yellowish  streak  along  the  side  of  the  neck,  but  with 
little  if  any  marbling  or  mottling,  the  chin  and  throat 
especially  being  usually  immaculate. 

Lnfth  of  cuMfct  .  IS 
Lrnffk  of  planron ...  77 
Wi4fll  of  ctfApKS    ..    .  6$ 
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R^tmstks. — Series  of  spedmens  of  this  and  the  preceding 
species  show  much  variation  in  size,  shape  and  coloration. 
Both  species  have  been  recorded  from  Arizona^  indeed  oae 
of  the  types  of  K.  fUv^ic^m  was  said  to  have  oome  from  the 
Gila  Kivtr  near  Port  Yuma.  Nevertheless,  I  indine  to  the 
opinion  that  it  ultimately  will  be  found  that  all  Arizonan 
spedmens  represent  one  variable  species  or  subspecies,  those 
of  Tens,  another.  Variation  is  great  and  identification  difi- 
cult«  Texan  spedmens  (iC.  ftsv^u^ms)  have  fewer  barbules 
on  the  chin  and  nedt^  especially  on  the  lateral  fold,  and  the 
skin  of  the  neck  is  less  granular  than  in  Arizona  spedmens 
(IC.  itmofwm^).  The  shell  in  Teias  sprrimcns  often  as 
more  rounded  and  smoother,  with  less  evident  doraal  ridge. 
The  pectoral  plates  usually  have  a  shorter  median  suture 
than  is  seen  in  Arizonan  eiamples.  The  color  of  the  shell  in 
K.  fUv0um$s^  usually  is  a  little  more  yellowish  and  the  dark 
margins  of  the  platM  more  distinct.    The  neck  and  chin  are. 


d. — Inguinal  pUtcs  noC  wedged  in  between  abdominals 
and  marginals i  no  definite  longitudinal  light  bands 
on  head,  neck,  liml»,  or  tail;  no  definite  dark 
blotches  on  marginals. 

Ctemmjrt. — p.  97  S. 
d\ — Inguinal  plates  more  or  less  wedged  in  between 
abdominals  and  marginals;  definite  longitudinal 
light  bands  on  head,  neck,  limbs  and  tail ;  definite 
dark  blotches  on  upper  and  lower  surfaces  of  mar- 
ginals. 

PMikkroyt/— p.  971. 
c*. — 5Hiture  lietwecn  abdominal  plates  about  twice  length 
of  suture  between  pectorals^  inguinal  plates  wedged 

in  between  abdominals  and  marginals. 

Clir)rsciiijrt.--p.  910. 
b*. — Feet  club-shaped,  not  webbed;  one  supracaudal  plate; 

skin  on  top  of  head  divided  into  scales. 

Oopperm  i   p.  986. 
a*. — Plastron  hinged,  closing  against  carapace  when  head  and 
limbs  are  redrawn. 

9i4. 


Genus  50.      CIcnunyt 


C'Ummyt  Ritfrn.  Nova  Acta  Aca«i.   l^mfiiJd  -C«nJ.,  Vol.   14,  Pf.   i» 

CkiUpmi  R^riMftMiii.  AiIaacic  Jcwrfial.  iS.|3,  p  ^. 

Jihmemyi  Kuh%%tt^  CoMt.  Nai.  Hnf.  U.  S.,  Vol.  I,  1S57,  p.  444  (type 

The  shell  is  brtiad  and  low.  The  plastron  is  immovably 
united  to  the  carapace  by  a  brtiad  bridge.  There  is  no  median 
ridge  on  the  alveolar  surface  of  the  upper  jaw  parallel  to 
the  cutting  edge.  The  internal  openings  of  the  nostrils  are 
between  the  eyes.  The  fingers  and  toes  are  webbed.  The 
skin  on  top  of  the  head  is  not  divided  into  scalea.  There  are 
two  supracaudal  plates.    The  tail  is  moderate  or  long. 
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doied  tgiinst  the  canpioe.  The  plasirtl  plates  ire  teptnted 
from  the  margifudt.  There  are  two  supracaiiidal  platea. 
Gular  angle.    The  tail  is  shorty  with  a 


Synops»  or  Sficics 
a. — Neck  mottled  with  dark  and  light ;  shell  more  elongate, 
le»  rounded;  barbulet  on  neck  more  numerous}  shell 
usually  olive;  upper  boftler  of  ninth  marginal  nearly 

stiaight. 

K.  ■ooorlense     p  n? 
a'. — Neck  leas  mottled,  usually  yellow  without  dark  mark- 
ings below;  shell  less  elongate,  more  rounded;  barbules 
on  neck  fewer;  shell  usually  yellowish;  upper  bortler 
of  ninth  marginal  much  elevated  anteriorly. 

970. 


222.    Kinostemon  sonoriense  Ix  Contc 

SoNORAN  Mud  TuarLC 

Plates  120  and  121 

Kim0$Sirmmm  i#««n/iti#  l.<  Coirrf,  Piroc.  Acad-  Sal.  Set.  Phila.,  1 1 54, 

p.  1S4  frype  incalitj.  T^ffaott,  Affbooa). 

TkfftUmmm  i^m&nfmu  AoAttit,  Cofifhb.  Nat.  Hi«f.  tf.  S.»  Vol.  I, 

iSf7,  p.  4i«.  Vol.  II.  pi.  V.  %t.  Si  I;  Baibo,  I'.  S.  Mr«.  Bound. 

5Hirir.,  ViJ    II,  iSp,  itq>t  •  p    I 
PUiytkyt4  Jlmtt$4in$  Ac  Aft  tit,  C«»ntrtbuffKifift  Nat.  Ilift.  U.  S.,  Vol.  I, 

i*Pt  r-  ^y^  (pA'^K  ^^'  II.  pi.  V,  ifft.  i3.i<;  Baiso,  U.  S.  Mem. 

B(jund.  SttTV.^  Vol.  II,  |S(9,  Rrpt.,  p.  .1:  Cooraa,  Cal.  Acai.  Sci.» 

\\A.  IV.  ilTo^  p.  66. 
Kim^iUrmmm  kfwnri  La  Cowtt,   Priic.   AcaJ    Nat.   Sci.   Pllila.*   ii(7* 

p.  4  (tfpc  localify.  Hew  Meako);  Cort.  Bull.  I*.  S.  Nat.  Maa^ 

No.  !■«,  iSSOg  p.  I  I  ('). 
Omsimtmm  kewntt  Cort,  Bull.  V.  S.  Nat.  Mu« .  No  1,  il7$,  p.  fj; 
YAaaow,  5Hanf.  W.  i-x^ch  Mrfi«l.,  V«J  V,  il*-$,  p.  {Ij,  pl.  XVI, 
ifft,  I- 1.  Col  r ft,  Surv.  W.  t'j>fh  \f rrul ,  \\A  V,  %%^%^  p.  f90; 
Tart,  ikill.  t'  ^  Nat.  Mut .  No  14.  ill|.  p  H;  Bona iioaa.  Cat. 
CMoniani  Bni.  M«t ,  ilS^  p  40;  Ihmaat,  Rfpftk  Bona,  If97, 
p.  |6.  pl.  II,  ig  1;  State  at  a,  Bayrlur  Bulletin,  Vol  XVIII,  No.  4, 
191  f.p  10  <M. 
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dull  yellow,  and  the  markings  on  the  limbs,  tail,  nedc,  and 
gular  region  form  irregular  longitudinal  bands. 

Length  of  carapace 27 

Length  of  plasteron 24 

Width  of  carapace 27 

Width  of  plastron 21 

Length  of  tail 21 

Distribution. — The  Pacific  Terrapin  probably  occurs  in 
all  the  fresh  waters  of  the  Pacific  Slope  from  Lower  Cali- 
fornia to  British  Columbia.  It  has  been  taken  at  both  San 
Diego  and  Puget  Sound,  as  well  as  at  many  intermediate 
localities. 

In  California,  it  has  been  found  in  San  Diego  (San 
^^^SP)y  Orange  (Laguna  Beach),  Riverside  (Riverside), 
Los  Angeles  (San  Gabriel,  Arroyo  Seco  and  Tujunga  can- 
yons), San  Bernardino  (Mohave  River),  Kern  (Fort  Tejon, 
Poso  Creek,  Buena  Vista  Lake,  South  Fork  of  Kern  River 
25  miles  above  KemviUe),  Madera  (Raymond),  Mariposa 
(at  2,800  feet  six  miles  east  from  Coulterville,  Dudley), 
San  Joaquin  (Stockton),  Monterey  (Monterey,  Carmel,  Cas- 
troville),  San  Benito  (HoUister),  Santa  Cruz  (Santa  Cruz), 
Santa  Clara  (Coyote  Creek,  Uvas  Creek,  Los  Gatos,  Palo 
Alto),  San  Mateo  (San  Frandsquito  Creek),  San  Francisco, 
Contra  Costa  (Mount  Diablo),  Marin  (San  Rafael,  Nicasio), 
Napa  (Calistoga),  Sonoma  (Sonoma,  Agua  Caliente,  Clover- 
dale),  Shasta  (Pit  River,  Baird,  McCloud  River),  and  Sis- 
kiyou (Montague,  McCloud  River,  Lower  Klamath  Lake), 
counties. 

In  Oregon,  it  is  abundant  about  the  Klamath  Lakes  and 
in  Link  River  at  Klamath  Falls,  Klamath  County. 

In  Washington,  it  has  been  reported  from  the  Puget 
Sound  region,  Seattle,  Fort  Steilacoom,  and  Walla  Walla. 

Lord  reports  it  common  on  Vancouver  Island. 
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/isMis. — This  IS  the  terrapin  of  the  San  Frandico  mark- 
ets, and  is  popularly  known  u  the  Mud  Turtle  or  Snapper. 
Very  little  is  known  of  its  habits.  It  b  alniost  exclusively 
aquatic,  preferring  ponds  and  small  lakes  to  running  water, 
but  is  sometimes  encountered  in  riven  or  creeks  and  even  on 
land  while  crowng  from  one  body  of  water  to  another.  It 
sometimes  is  caught  with  hook  and  line,  and  probably  b 
omnivorious.  A  specimen  which  I  kept  alive  laid  three  eggs 
in  June  and  another  in  August.  The  eggs  are  elliptical,  with 
hard,  white,  limy  shells,  and  measure  about  34  by  2 1  milli- 
metres. 

In  riding  along  the  east  side  of  Lower  Klamath  Lake, 
June  12,  191 8,  a  number  of  these  turtles  were  caught  cross- 
ing the  road.  They  were  large  females  and  probably  were 
looking  for  suitable  places  to  lay  their  eggs. 

I>r.  and  Mrs.  Grinnell  gi%'e  the  following  notes  on  the 
habits  of  this  species  as  observed  in  Los  Angeles  Gxinty: 

^It  is  seldom  found  far  from  permanent  streams  and 
ponds,  and  as  these  are  scarce,  one  does  not  often  meet  with 
this  animal.  We  have  seen  it  in  July  and  August  in  the  San 
Gabriel,  Arroyo  Seco  and  Tujunga  Canyons,  where  individ- 
uals were  startled  from  rocks  at  the  margins  of  sluggish 
pools.  They  seek  safety  in  the  deepest  places  beyond  reach, 
bur>'tng  themselves  in  masses  of  water-logged  leaves  and 
brush,  if  such  retreats  are  available. 

''Mr.  Howard  Wright,  a  student  in  the  Biological  De- 
partment, found  mud  turtles  to  be  abundant  along  the  West 
Fork  of  the  San  Gabriel,  the  last  of  June,  1906.  Here  the 
turtles  were  found  to  avoid  the  rapid  stretches  in  the  stream, 
and  were  easiest  to  cipture  in  the  still,  shallow  pools.  In 
July,  turtle  tracks  could  be  seen  in  many  directions  over  the 
sand,  where  the  animals  had  wandered  at  night  away  from 
the  stream.  By  following  these  tracks,  one  turtle  was  found 
half -buried  in  the  warm  sand  about  30  feet  from  the  stream. 
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and  close  to  her  ah  egg  toriipletely  hiddeh  in  the  siliicL  This 
turtle  was  dissected  and  f oulid  to  ioontun  two  niore  eggs. 
The  stomach  was  f  oxind  to  be  filled  with  beetles,  of  a  slow- 
moving  species  then  common  crawling  among  the  rodcs  in 
the  water.  Mr.  Wright  states  that  the  turtles  in  the  pools 
would  bite  at  a  baited  fish-hodc,  if  the  latter  was  left  quietly 
alone  for  awhile.'* 

Genus  51.    P&eudemys 

Pswdemys  Gray,  Proc.  ZooL  Soc.  London,  18SS  (18S6),  p.  197  (type 
eoncinna). 

The  shell  is  rather  narrow  and  mddenitely  low.  The 
plastron  is  immovably  United  to  the  carapace  by  a  broad 
bridge.  The  alveolar  surface  of  the  jaw  is  rather  wide  with 
a  well  developed  ridge  parallel  to  the  cutting  edge.  The 
fingers  and  toes  are  fully  webbed,  five  claws  on  fort  limb 
and  four  behind.  The  skin  on  top  of  the  head  is  not  divided 
into  scales.  There  are  two  supracaudal  plates.  The  tail  is 
of  moderate  length. 

225.    Pseudemys  nebulosa  (Van  Denburgh) 
Lower  California  Turtle 

Pseudemys  omata  True,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  24, 1883,  p.  z^, 
Chrysemys  nebulosa  Van  Denburgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  2,  Vol. 

V,  1895,  p.  84,  pis.  IV,  V,  VI  (type  locality,  Los  Dol6re8|  Lower 

California,  Mexico);  Ditmars,  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  41. 
Chrysemys  scripta  var.  elegans  Mocquard,  Nouv.  Arch.  Mus.  Paris, 

Ser.  4,  Vol.  I,  1899,  p.  300. 
Chrysemys  omaia  nebulosa  Siebenrock,  Zool.  Jahrb.,  Suppl.  10,  Heft 

3,  1909,  p.  466. 
Pseudemys  omata  nebulosa  Stejneoer  &  Barbour,  Check  Use  N.  Amer. 

Amph.  Rept.,  1917,  p.  no;  Nelson,  Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol. 

XVI,  1921,  pp.  114,  115. 
Pseudemys  nebulosa  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.» 

Ser.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1921,  p.  S3' 
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D0scri^um.—Shd\  nther  iuutow,  deprt^ed  but  not 
very  low,  without  definite  doraJ  keel.  Veitebrtlt  five, 
broader  than  long.  G)ttalt  four,  fint  longest,  second  high- 
est, Um  smallest  Nuchal  well  developed,  not  very  narrow. 
Marginals  12  on  each  side,  supracaudaU  distinct  Plastron 
large,  somewhat  shorter  than  carapace,  truncate  anteriorly, 
weakly  notched  posteriorly.  Gular  plates  smallest,  triangu- 
lar. Abdominals  largest,  with  longest  median  suture*  Axil- 
lary and  inguinal  plates  well  developed.  Head  moderately 
large,  covered  above  and  laterally  with  smooth  Am.  Upper 
jaw  not  hooked.  Skin  of  neck  granular  and  folded.  Limbs 
covered  with  scales}  anterior  with  five,  posterior  with  four 
digits  webbed  to  bases  of  long  daws.    Tail  moderate. 

The  neck  is  clove  brown  with  several  pale  longitudinal 
lines  on  each  side.  The  highest  one  of  these  ends  on  the 
temple  in  a  large  oval  spot  of  the  same  color.  The  lowest 
and  largest  is  continued  forward  across  the  middle  of  the 
lower  eyelid,  giving  off,  at  the  lower  edge  of  the  inferior 
maJolUry  bone,  a  branch  which,  continuing  forward,  crussei 
to  the  upper  jaw,  runs  past  the  anterior  edge  of  the  orbit, 
turns  forward  at  a  right  angle,  and  terminates  at  the  nostriL 
The  five  similar  lines  on  the  nape  are  continued  forward  cfttr 
the  top  of  the  head,  and,  besides  being  more  or  less  undulat- 
ing, give  rise  to  several  short  transverse  branches.  There 
are  six  longitudinal  yellow  rajrs  on  the  forearm^  one  on  each 
edge  and  two  on  each  surface.  Greenish  yellow  lines  tra- 
verse the  backs  of  the  five  fingers  and  four  perfect  toea.  The 
vertebrals  sometimes  show  black  spots.  All  the  mari^nab 
are  ornamented  with  black  ocelli.  The  plastron  is  marked 
with  large  longitudinal  seal  brown  blotches,  not  at  all  Uke 
the  double  lines  on  this  region  in  C.  ottmu. 

Itastt  if  CMifiH .    .     -    .-     ...    Si 
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A  carapace  283  mm.  in  length  is  much  less  distinctly 
marked  than  the  type,  but  has  a  rather  indisdnct  black-cen- 
tered ocellus  on  each  of  the  last  pair  of  costal  scutes.  Another 
273  mm,  long,  shows  no  trace  of  these  ocelli,  nor  are  they 
visible  in  the  other  alcoholic  specimen,  the  carapace  of  which 
measures  194  mm. 

Remarks. — This  turtle  is  closely  related  to  Pseudetnys 
ornatUj  but  a  trinomial  is  not  used  here  because  intergrada- 
tion  has  not  been  shown. 

Distribution. — This  turtle  is  known  only  from  the  south- 
ern portion  of  the  peninsula  of  Lower  California,  where  it 
has  been  collected  at  Los  Dolores,  Agua  Caliente,  and  San 
Jose  del  Cabo.  Mocquard  states  that  it  occurs  also  at  San 
Ignacio,  Purissima  Jesus  Maria,  Todas  Santos,  and  Santiago. 
The  specimen  collected  by  Mr.  Belding,  and  recorded  by 
Yarrow  as  taken  at  La  Paz,  was  secured  at  San  Jose  del 
Cabo.  Mr.  Belding  notes  that  this  turtle  was  observed  also 
at  Santiago  and  Miraflores. 

Genus  52.     Chrysemys 

Chrysemys  Gray,  Cat.  Tort.,  Croc,  Amphis.,  Brit.  Mus.,   1844,  p.    27 
(type,  ficta). 

The  shell  is  rather  narrow,  low  or  moderately  high.  The 
plastron  is  immovably  united  to  the  carapace  by  a  broad 
bridge.  The  alveolar  surface  of  the  upper  jaw  is  rather 
narrow,  especially  in  front,  and  the  ridge  parallel  to  the  cut- 
ting edge  is  not  well  developed.  The  internal  openings  of 
the  nostrils  are  between  the  eyes.  The  fingers  and  toes  are 
fully  webbed.  The  skin  on  top  of  the  head  is  not  divided 
into  scales.  There  are  two  supracaudal  plates.  The  tail  is 
short  or  moderate. 
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226.    Chrytemyt  imurginata  beUti  (Gray) 
WtrriEN  Painted  Turtle 


Emys  BfUu  GftAT,  Syn.  Rcpf.  GrURfli*»  An.  Kinfd.,  iljt,  p.  Jt  (tfpt 
IiKAlifjr,  AflMrkE?)i  DvMBfttL  *  BiBaoM,  Erp^.  G^^tlc,  Vol.  11, 
li.H.  p*  JM;  GaAT,  Caf.  Tort.  Croc.  Amphtt.  Brif.  Mim.^  1I449 
p.  a?. 

£«^i  O^vfMMmiu  HAftLAM.  Amcr.  jouni.  So.,  Vat.  XXXI,  ilj7»  p*  ji^t 
pi.  (type  localtfy,  poads  EMT  CohtmNE  Uv«r);  HoLBtooft, 
N.  Amcr.  Hcrp.,  Rd.  1,  Vol.  I,  1I4I,  p.  107.  pi.  XVI. 

Oi^$fmys  Mhi  GaAT,  C«f.  Shield  Rcpf.,  Vol.  I,  tisf,  p.  jj;  AoAfttlSv 
CoACr.  N«f.  Hitf.  U.  S.,  Up,  Vol.  I.  p.  43^  VoL  II.  pL  VI.  fgi. 
I,  9;  Hat,  Bafracku  And  Rcpfilu  IndUna,  1I9I,  p.  iM; 
HvATtft,  TfMtt.  Acad.  Sci.  Sf.  Lmm,  Vol.  VI,  1191,  p.  1I6;  Va» 
Dbmsvacm,  Occas.  Pap.  Cat.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol.  V.  1197.  p.  jj;  Dir. 
MAat,  iUpfik  Book,  1907,  p.  3J»  pi.  XIII,  if.  I. 

Ckry$fmyt  ^tfg^mimsis  Hoiaaooa,  N.  Amcr.  Hcrpetology,  Ed.  a.  Vol.  I, 
ll4)»  p.  107;  AoAMtB,  Coficr.  Naf.  Hm.  U.  S.,  ilf7.  Vol.  I,  p.  440, 
Vol.  II,  pi.  III.  ffft.  i.j;  Baiao.  U.  S.  Mrv.  Bound.  Sttrv.,  Vol.  II, 
1I59,  Rcpf.,  p.  4;  Core,  Ann.  Rep.  U.  S.  Gcd.  Surv.  Terra..  ii7lt 
(ii7i),  p.  4^i  Core,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mita.,  No.  1,  il7f«  p.  $Jt 
Yaaaow.  Sunr.  W.  loofk  Mcrid.,  Vol.  V,  1175,  p.  fij. 

Ckry$fmyi  mwmsh$  AoAiitt«  Contr.  Naf.  tfuf.  U.  S.,  tlf7t  Vol.  II,  p. 
64)  (MW  BEOM  for  C.  arvfrai/Oiu). 

Ct0mmjt  m0gommm$it  SrmAUCM,  Mte  Acad.  Sci.  Sf.  Peienb.,  Scr.  7, 
Vut  V,  No.  7,  iMl,  p.  114. 

Ckryi^mys  amirtm  htih$  BovLtMoaa,  Caf.  Ckckmiant  Brif.  Mita..  |IS9. 
p.  74;  SiaaaMaocft,  Zool.  jahrb.,  Soppl.  10,  Heff  j»  1909*  p«  4^1* 

Cyy$fmyi  Mh  Tat*a,  Boll.  L*.  S.  Naf.  Mm.,  No.  14,  tllj,  p.  jf ;  Caaoi»» 
Boll.  WMkboni  Laboraf.,  Vol.  I,  1II5,  p.  lot;  Hvana,  Traoa. 
Acad.  Sci  Sf.  Look,  Vol.  XX,  191  It  p-  ij^;  Ef^ui  h  Haootaaoo, 
Univ.  Colorado  Sfodm,  Vol.  X,  No.  l,  191  J*  p.  Hf;  Etua  il 
Htootatow,  Univ.  Colorado  Boll.,  Vol.  XV,  No.  6,  1915.  p.  36j; 
IhcB,  Univ.  Cal.  ISibU.  Zool ,  Vol.  16,  No.  17,  I9i6,  p.  J06. 

Cktysrmyi  ■arfiaaie  M$i  SrtjMtctaii  Baaaova,  CKeck  Lia  N.  Amcr. 
Ampk.  Repf.,  1917.  P-  Ht;  ButacHAao,  Copeta,  1921,  No.  9^  p.  4. 

D0$€fipiiom. — Shell  cofnptmtively  fiErrow,  dcprtiwd  but 
not  voy  loV|  wichoiil  dond  keeL  Vcrtefanda  five,  uwElly 
longer  chiA  braid    Cosuls  four,  fine  longcti,  tecoad  high- 
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est,  last  smallest  Nuchal  very  nairow.  Marginals  12  on 
each  side,  supracaudals  being  distinct  Plastron  large,  extend- 
ing forward  about  as  far  as  carapace,  weakly  notched  poster- 
iorly, truncate  or  rounded  anteriorly.  Gular  plates  smallest, 
triangular.  Pectorals  very  much  smaller  than  abdominals} 
latter  longest,  and  with  longest  median  suture.  Axillary 
and  inguinal  plates  well-developed,  inguinal  wedged  in  be- 
tween abdominal  and  marginals.  Head  moderately  large, 
covered  above  and  laterally,  except  sometimes  on  temples, 
with  smooth  skin.  Upper  jaw  not  hooked,  sometimes  notch- 
ed at  symphysis.  Skin  of  neck  and  gular  regions  granular  or 
tubercular.  Limbs  covered  with  scales,  anterior  with  five, 
posterior  with  four,  digits  webbed  to  bases  of  long  daws. 
Tail  moderately  long  or  short. 

The  carapace  is  indefinitely  marbled  above  with  olive, 
yellow,  and  dark  brown.  Near  the  middle  of  each  costal 
plate  is  a  vertical  bar  of  yellow,  while  a  narrow  or  indistinct 
yellow  line  runs  along  near  the  anterior  margin  of  each 
costal  plate.  In  front  of  each  of  these  yellow  maridngs  is 
a  large  vertical  blotch  of  dark  brown.  The  vertebrals  show 
traces  of  yellow  longitudinal  lines  near  their  lateral  edges. 
The  edge  of  the  carapace  is  yellow;  from  it  yellow  bars  run 
up  on  the  middle  of  the  marginal  plates.  Between  these 
yellow  bars  are  dark  brown  or  black  ocelli  with  indefinite 
yellow  concentric  lines.  The  lower  surfaces  of  the  marginals 
are  blotched  with  dark  brown.  The  plastron  is  yellow,  often 
heavily  blotched  with  dark  brown.  The  head  and  limbs  are 
grayish  or  brownish  olive,  with  numerous  longitudinal  yellow 
lines.  There  is  a  large,  elongate,  yellow  or  orange  blotch 
behind  the  eye. 

The  colors  of  a  living  specimen  were  as  follows:  Lai^ 
postocular  blotch,  scarlet-vermillion  or  flame  scarlet;  lines 
on  side  of  head  greenish  white;  eye  Paris  green  with  black 
cross-bar;  costal  and  marginal  markings  chrome  yellow  and 
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dark  9ad  brown  (almoir  black)  i  cMtal  ban  tinged  with  cad* 
mium  orange 

llurter,  in  hb  Herpetology  of  MtWHiri  gives  the  follow* 
ing  dctcripCton  of  the  coloration: 

^H^lor  above  greenish  olive  with  narrow  yellowish  lines 
following  the  sutures.  Some  of  the  shields  are  traversed  by 
vein -like  lines  of  the  same  color.  Marginals  above  with 
about  three  transverse  lines»  the  median  of  which  reaches 
the  inner  margin  of  plate  and  sometimes  joins  a  yellow  band 
along  the  outer  margin.  Marginals  beneath  with  a  broad 
band  traversed  by  yellowish  stripes.  Within  the  fields  form- 
ed by  these  stripes  are  daik  circular  spots  with  a  yellowish 
center.  The  connection  between  the  plastron  and  marginab 
has  three,  sometimes  interrupted,  yellowish  red  stripes.  The 
plastron  is  red  with  the  central  region  occupied  by  a  large 
blackish  lynform  blotch,  which  is  marbled  by  pale  yellow 
and  tends  rajrs  out  along  the  sutures.  Head  and  legs  are 
striped  with  red.  A  yellowish  stripe  from  below  the  nostril 
in  front  to  the  end  of  the  jaw.  Two  other  lines  of  the  same 
color  join  at  the  note,  run  to  and  through  the  orbit,  and  end 
above  and  below  the  tympanum.  Three  other  yellowish  red 
stripes,  one  starting  at  near  the  corner  of  the  mouth,  the 
other  through  the  tympanum  and  the  third  on  the  ooriput, 
run  parallel  along  the  neck  to  the  body.  A  yellowish  stripe 
starts  at  the  symphysis  of  the  lower  jaw,  behind  which  it 
bifurcates  and  with  another  one  in  the  middle  of  that  spaee 
runt  back  on  the  lower  side  of  the  neck  to  the  body.  Besides 
this  the  whole  head  and  neck  are  marked  with  a  number  of 
very  narrow  yellowish  parallel  lines.  On  the  front  side  of 
the  fore  legs  are  four  reddish  stripes,  one  on  each  side  and 
two  in  the  middle,  which  reach  to  the  tnd  of  the  fingers. 
Webs  largely  pale  yellow.  On  the  posterior  side  of  the  hind 
legs  are  two  reddish  yellow  bands,  which  start  from  the 
body,  ruaninf  nearly  parBllcl  and  converging  at  the  tail. 
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from  where  they  run  out  in  a  angle  stripe  on  the  lower  end 
of  the  tail  to  its  tip.  On  each  ^de  of  the  upper  nde  of  the 
tail  are  also  two  of  these  stripes,  which  join  and  run  out  to 
the  end  of  this  member." 

Length  of  drapace 160  250 

Length  of  plastron ISO  232 

Width  of  carapace 116  I7S 

Width  of  plastron U9 

Length  of  uil 92 

Distribution. — ^Boulenger  records  specimens  of  this  turtle 
as  having  been  collected  in  British  Columtria  and  Walla 
Walla,  "British  Columbia"  [—Washington?],  Harlan's 
"Emys  Oregomensis'*  was  secured  in  ponds  near  the  Colum- 
Ina  River.  This  turtle  has  twice  been  found  in  the  San  Fran- 
dsco  markets.  In  each  instance  the  market-men  told  me  that 
the  turtle  had  been  sent  in  with  fish  from  San  Joaquin  River 
near  StodEton,  California,  but,  when  questioned,  could  not 
state  positively  that  the  lot  had  not  come  from  Oregon, 
Washington,  or  elsewhere.  Yarrow  (1875)  records  this 
turtle  as  taken  in  Rock  Creek  Canyon,  south  of  Camp 
Apache,  Arizona. 

Dr.  Blanchard  recently  collected  three  of  these  turtles  in 
Sheep  Creek,  at  Springdale,  Stevens  County,  Washington, 
and  Dice  has  recorded  it  from  Walla  Walla  or  Columlna 
counties. 

Genus  53.    Terrapene 

Terrafene  Merrem,  Tent.  Spt.  Amphib.,  1820,  p.  27  (type,  dnw 

Carolina). 
Ciitudo  Fleming,  Philos.  Zool.,  1882,  p.  270. 

The  shell  is  high,  very  convex,  and  rounded  in  lateral 
outline.  The  plastron  is  large,  rounded  both  before  and  be- 
hind, is  divided  by  a  hinge  between  the  pectoral  and  abdom- 
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iiul  plates,  and  is  loosely  united  to  the  cmrapace  in  such  a  wty 
that  its  two  portions  may  be  made  to  completely  dose  the 
shell.    The  fingers  and  toes  art  little  if  at  all  webbed. 

Several  species  are  known,  of  which  one  occurs  in  eastern 
Arizona. 

227.    Terepene  omata  ( Agaasiz  ) 

Ornate  Box  Tortoise 
Plates  123  and  124 

Cfi/W«  tmsis  AcAttia,  Contrib.  Nat.  Ilitf.  U.  S..  Vol.  I,  iSp,  p.  44$ 

(fypc  lucaJifjr,  TIm  Upftf  Miaaouri  and  Iowa);  Con,  BmII. 
r  S  Ntt.  Mut.,  No.  I,  lirs.  p.  5.1;  Tst-B,  Boll  U.  S.  Nat.  .Mim.^ 
No.  14,  1 11  J,  p.  J7;  CsAoiM,  BmU.  WaUibum  Laborac,  Vol.  I^ 
liic,  p.  too;  Boi'LtMf^BS.  Cat.  Chel.  Brit.  Mua.»  iii9»  p.  til; 
II.  iiAtLUAM.  BuU.  lllifMiit  State  Ub.  Nat.  Hitt..  Vol.  Ill,  li9l, 
p.  320;  Gaamam,  Bull.  Kmcv  Ifitt.,  Vol.  XXIV,  1S91,  p.  9S; 
Hat,  Batrachiafit  and  Rqrtilct  Indiana,  tS9j,  p.  1S7;  Con,  Proc. 
Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Phila.,  livj,  p.  jS6;  Ht'srca,  Trana.  Acad.  Sci. 
&i.  I^uom  Vol.  VI.  tS9l,  p.  261  -.  BoVLsacsa.  Ann.  M^.  Nat.  Hiit.. 
Scr.  6»  Vol.  XV,  IS9S.  p.  Jit  i  CocKvastx.  Aact.  Nat.,  Vol.  XXX. 
IS96.  p.  I26»  DtTMASi,  Reptile  Book,  1907,  p.  SS,  pi.  XXI,  i«. 
TfTTsp^me  9msU  BAt'S,  5iciencc,  N.  S,  Vol.  I7»  it9i,  p.  191;  Bavs, 
Amcf.  Naturalttt,  Vol.  XXVII,  1S9J,  p.  67S;  Csacim,  Colorado 
C^JIcft  Studiet,  Vol.  V,  iS^a,  p.  J7;  Tatlos,  Pnx.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mita., 
Vul.  17,  1S94,  p.  $li,  ftf.  7i  Vam  DtMSt'iOM,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.» 
Scr.  3,  Vol.  6,  iSv6,  p.  jjl;  BatMLtr,  joum.  IL  Mitchell  Soc.tV«iL 
XX,  1904,  p.  7;  Rvmirtw,  Bull.  Amer.  Mut.  Nat.  Hut.,  Vol.  aj, 
tyoc.  P-  595;  Srstcftas,  Proc.  Biol.  Soc.  WaUiinfton,  Vol.  XXIt 
1^4,  p.  79;  SitstMSocft,  /ool.  jaKrb.,  Suppl.  10,  lleft  j,  1909^ 
p  4VJ.  Ili'Sfta,  Traat.  Acad.  Set.  St.  Uniit,  Vol.  XX,  191 1,  p.  14^; 
Fiilt  h  lltaotatOM,  L'niv.  Colorado  Studict,  Vol.  X,  No.  S, 
ivM*  p  117;  Vah  DsMat'SoM  h  Sttvi*,  Pmc.  CaJ.  Acad.  Sri., 
Set.  4,  Vol  J,  ivij,  p.  J96;  Sratcaca,  Bajrbir  Bulletin,  Vol.  XVIII, 
No.  4,  191  (,  p.  ij;  SftjMtcta  h  BAaaota,  Check  I.itt  N.  AflMf. 
Amph.  Rcpf.,  191 7«  p-  11^- 

D0Scn^km.—CMnpmcz  high,  conves,  tomewhal  Jlafttncd 
above,  rounded  in  lateral  outline,  but  broader  behind  Chan 
in   front.     Vertebrals  five,  cosiab  four,  aecood   UrfcaL 
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Marginals  twelve  on  each  ade  and  a  small  nuchaL  Plastron 
large,  rounded,  completely  closing  the  shell,  hinged  between 
pectorals  and  abdominals}  anal,  femoral  and  humeral  plates 
largest ;  gulars  smallest.  Axillary  and  inguinal  plates  absent. 
Head  rather  large,  covered  above  with  smooth  sldn.  Limbs 
well  developed,  anterior  with  five,  posterior  with  four, 
clawed  digits  which  are  little  if  at  all  webbed.  Tail  rather 
short  and  slender. 

The  general  color  and  maridngs  are  quite  variable.  The 
carapace  usually  is  brown,  olive,  or  yellowish,  marked  with 
yellow  rays  which  radiate  from  the  center  of  growth  of  each 
plate.  In  some  specimens  these  light  rays  are  few  or  obso- 
lete. The  plastron  is  similarly  marked.  The  head,  nedc 
and  limbs  are  brown  or  olive  with  yellowish  or  orange  mark- 
ings. 

Length  of  carapace 121  128  129  129  129  134 

Length  of  plastron 126  127  132  132  130  13S 

Width  of  carapace lOS  106  103  102  111  111 

Width  of  plastron 78  83  84  88  8S  86 

Distribution. — ^This  turtle  ranges  from  Indiana,  Illinois 
and  the  Mississippi  Valley  west  to  the  Rodcy  Mountains  and 
southern  Arizona. 

In  Arizona  it  has  been  collected  near  Fort  Lowell  and 
La  Osa,  Pima  County,  and  Fairbank,  and  Ramsey  Canyon, 
Huachuca  Mountains,  Cochise  Coimty.  The  National  Mu- 
seum has  it  from  the  Graham  Mountains  at  4,600  feet. 

Genus  54.    Gopherus 

Gofherus  Rapinesque»  Atlantic  Jonmal,  Vol.   1,  No.  2»   18S2,  p.  64> 

(type,  folyfAemus), 
X^robatM  AcAssiz,  Contr.  Nat.  Hitt.  U.  S.»  VoL  1,  18S7»  p.  446  (typei^ 

folyfh^mus  and  berlandUri), 

The  shell  is  very  broad  and  high.    The  plastron  is  im- 
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movibly  united  to  the  cmrapioe  by  a  broad  bridge*  There  is 
a  ridge  along  the  middle  of  the  alveolar  surface  of  ciKh 
side  of  the  upper  jaw  parallel  to  the  cutting  edge,  eioept  in 
front  where  thetr  b  a  longitudinal  ridge  at  the  sjrmphyib. 
The  internal  openings  of  the  nostrils  art  between  the  eyca. 
The  limbs  art  dub-shaped,  the  fore  limbs  6atteiied,  without 
webs.  The  skin  on  top  of  the  head  b  divided  into  sadca. 
There  b  but  one  supracaudal  plate. 

Of  the  three  known  species  one  occun  within  our  limita. 
The  genus  b  but  doubtfully  distinct  from  T^simdo. 

228.    Gophenis  agmini  (Cooper) 

DEscar  Toaroist 

Plates  125,  126,  and  127 

XirU^ut  mtmtimi  Coorts,  Proc.  CaJ.  Acad.  Sri.,  Vol.  s,  iS6j,  p.  ISO 

(lype  localify.  MouBlsiMi  sl  CaWsrak  SMT  Poft  Mojavo); 

Cborts,  Pnic.  CsL  Acad.  Sri.,  VoL  IV,  1S70,  p.  67;  Tsoa,  Pkoc 
U.  S.  Nat.  Mua..  VoL  4.  it%\.  p.  4J7;  Taut,  BylL  U.  S.  Nac  Um^ 
No.  S4,  iSSj,  p.  jS. 

TfMimJ^  ^gmsimi  BovLtvcta,  Cat.  ClidofiiaAt  Brit.  Mitt.,  1SS9,  p. 
t^;  DrtMAfti,  Reptile  Book,  I907»  p.  69,  pi.  XXIV;  Siiatvaoca, 
Zool.  Jakrb.,  Soppl.  to,  Heft  j,  1909,  p.  517;  Camf,  Vwr.  CaL 
Plibl.  Zool.,  VoL  11,  No.  t7»  1916,  p.  $ta;  Gai»»au,  h  Guir,  Uaiv. 
Cal.  PiihL  Zool.,  VoL  !?»  No.  10,  1917,  p.  199;  Cowtaa,  Jown. 
Entomol.  Si  Zool.,  Pomofu  CoUcfc,  Vol.  XII,  No.  j,  19)0^  p.  (4; 
TaaaoM,  Mem.  j  Rev.  Soc.  Cicttt.  Aatonao  Abate,  Vol.  J9,  1911, 
p.  i6j. 

G^pkmit  jfiiiitfaM  SrvjMBoas,  N.  A«cf.  Faima,  No.  7,  tS9J,  p.  tit; 
Va»  Dcaavaoti,  Oecaa.  Papcn  CaL  Acad.  Sci,  V,  iS97t  p-  3$; 
Mc  Lai»,  Critical  Notca,  iS99t  p.  i;  Mttft,  Field  Columbian  M«iu, 
2Sool.  Series  Vol.  7«  No.  I,  p.  j;  Va»  Dtvavaoti  h  Sitvtv,  Phic 
Cal.  Acad.  Sri.,  Scr.  4*  Vol.  j,  191  j,  p.  J9?;  Sn;«tQta  h  BAaaotra, 
Clieck  Lia  N.  Amcr.  Ampk.  Rept.,  1917.  p.  lai;  Van  Dcvavaoti  ft 
Siavta,  Piroc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sri.,  Ser.  Ill,  Vol.  XI,  1911,  p.  S9. 

D0$mfiioH, — Shell  broad  and  dccpi  often  Jlaftened 
abovei  its  margin  serrate  all  around,  eioepc  in  worn 
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mens,  and  usually  more  or  less  rolled  upward  over  limbs. 
Growth-center  of  each  plate  smooth,  but  usually  surrounded 
by  beautifully  ribbed  shell.  Vertebrals  five,  last  largest  and 
widest.  Costals  four,  first  longest,  second  and  third  about 
equally  high,  last  smallest.  Nuchal  not  much  narrower  than 
long.  Marginals  eleven  and  a  half  on  each  side,  last  pair 
being  united  to  form  a  single  supracaudal  plate.  Plastron 
large,  extending  forward  beyond  the  carapace,  notched  post- 
eriorly and  sometimes  anteriorly.  Gular  plates  smallest, 
sometimes  united,  covering  a  narrow  process  of  the  plastron, 
which  may  be  level  or  curved  upward.  Pectorals  very  much 
smaller  than  abdominals,  with  shortest  median  suture,  except 
sometimes  that  of  anals.  Abdominals  largest,  with  longest 
median  suture.  Humerals  larger  than  femorals.  Anals 
little  longer  than  gulars.  Axillary  and  inguinal  plates  weU 
developed,  latter  varying  from  two  to  six,  not  exten^vely 
wedged  in  between  abdominals  and  marginals.  Head  rather 
elongate,  not  very  wide,  covered  above  with  flat  scales  larger 
anteriorly  than  posteriorly.  Upper  jaw  not  hooked,  margins 
nearly  straight,  irregularly  but  finely  serrate.  Skin  of  neck 
with  flattened  granules.  Anterior  limbs  large,  heavy,  much 
expanded  laterally,  covered  in  front  and  externally  with 
large,  hard,  smooth  scales,  and  provided  with  five  stout  claws. 
Posterior  limbs  not  compressed,  covered  around  the  edge  of 
the  circular  sole  with  large  scales,  and  provided  with  four 
stout  claws.    Tail  very  short,  slender  distally. 

The  carapace  is  brown  or  horn-color,  usually  relieved, 
especially  near  the  centers  of  the  plates,  with  yellow.  The 
head  and  limbs  are  brown.  The  plastron  is  yellow,  shaded 
with  brown  along  the  edges  of  its  plates. 


Length  of  carapace 215 

260 

285 

310 

Length   of  plastron — 210 

26S 

285 

300 

Width  of  carapace .         ..                  .160 

212 

230 

240 

Width  of  plastron 148 

184 

210 

209 

r...  .  .1  .1      \.  »r.    s.  :.  \    ..      \  ,\.^   I).- 
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Disiribuiion. — ^The  Desert  Tortoise  was  first  described 
from  the  mountains  of  California  near  Fort  Mojave.  Its 
range  is  restricted  to  the  desert  areas  of  southeastern  Cali- 
fornia, southern  Nevada,  and  Arizona. 

In  California,  it  has  been  found  in  Kern  (one-half  mile 
east  of  Mohave),  Los  Angeles  (three  miles  south  of  Palm- 
dale),  San  Bernardino  (Salado  Valley,  Leach  Point  Valley, 
between  Daggett  and  Pilot  Knob,  Crater  Summit,  Victorville, 
Needles,  Kramer,  Bantow,  Ludlow),  Riverside  (Cotton- 
wood Mountains),  and  Imperial  (Fort  Yuma),  counties. 

Nevada  records  are  Pahrump  Valley  and  the  Bend  of  the 
Colorado  River. 

We  have  received  one  of  these  tortoises  from  Utah, 
where  it  was  taken  on  *he  mesas  south  of  the  Shivwits  Indian 
Reservation,  about  1 4  miles  west  of  Saint  George,  Washing- 
ton County. 

In  Arizona,  it  has  been  secured  near  Yunu  and  Ehren- 
burg,  Yuma  County ^  Phoenix,  Maricopa  County;  near  Tuc- 
son, and  in  the  Santa  Catalina  Mountains,  in  Pinu  County; 
and  near  Fort  Grant,  Graham  County. 

It  has  been  taken  on  Tiburon  Island,  and  at  San  Pedro 
Bay,  Sonora. 


//shin. — Almost  nothing  is  known  of  the  habits  of  this 
turtle  if  we  except  the  following  note  by  Mr.  E.  T.  Cox:^ 

^This  fellow  is  found  on  the  basaltic  mountains  in  the 
most  arid  parts  of  thb  dry  country.  He  is  a  vegetarian, 
feeding,  as  1  am  told,  on  cacti.  His  flesh  is  highly  esteemed 
as  food  by  the  Indians  and  Mexicans.  You  will  peroesve 
that  his  mandibles  are  notched  or  toothed.  Hb  legs  are 
covered  with  bony  scales,  and  his  front  toe  nails  are  made 
long  and  strong  for  digging  amongst  the  rocks,  while  the 
hind  feet  are  round  like  an  elephantV 

Am,  Hm,  .XV.  int.  f.  %9o%. 
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widening  at  the  bottom.  They  varied  in  diameter  with  the 
size  of  the  tortoise  that  inhabited  them,  being  in  every  case 
about  the  shape  of  a  longitudinal,  vertical  section  of  the 
animal's  shell.  Sometimes  the  tortoise  could  be  seen  lying 
at  the  inner  end  of  its  burrow.  In  the  deeper  holes  a  stick 
thrust  in  would  reveal  the  presence  of  the  creature  which, 
lying  partly  outstretched,  would  draw  up  its  feet  and  head 
when  it  felt  the  touch;  and  this  diminution  of  respiratory 
space  beneath  the  shell  would  be  accompanied  by  a  noisy  ex* 
piration  like  the  rapid  blowing  of  a  bellows.  When  seized 
by  the  back  of  the  carapace  to  be  drawn  out  the  tortoises 
would  sometimes  stick  fast  in  the  holes,  hooking  their  crooked 
front  legs  into  the  sand.  One  deep  burrow,  otherwise  empty, 
contained  the  broken  halves  of  two  white,  hard-shelled  eggs 
which  appeared  to  have  been  spherical  and  about  an  inch 
in  diameter.  No  brush  or  food  of  any  kind  wis  found  in 
any  of  the  dens.  Late  in  the  afternoon  of  a  hot  July  day 
a  large  tortoise  was  surprised  in  the  act  of  coming  out  of  its 
burrow.  When  it  saw  me  it  turned  immediately  and  ambled 
back  to  safety. 

'^Desert  tortoises  are  said  to  come  out  in  great  numbers 
after  thundcr-showen.  But  this  is  by  no  means  the  only 
time  of  their  activity,  for  they  appear  to  wander  abroad  at 
all  seasons,  frequenting  rocky  and  uneven  as  well  as  level 
ground.  One  meets  with  them  plodding  steadily  across- 
country,  occasionally  stretching  their  short  necks  down  over 
the  pointed  extremities  of  the  plastron  and  testing  the  gtwuid 
with  the  sensitive  tip  of  the  snout  or  stepping  aside  to  crop 
some  small  annual  plant  growing  in  the  shade  of  a  boulder. 
Their  usual  gait  does  not  carry  them  along  at  a  rate  of  more 
than  four  or  five  miles  a  day  (20  feet  a  minute  by  teat),  and 
they  live  at  such  great  distances  from  water  that  in  places  it 
would  seem  impracticable  for  them  to  get  a  drink  from  one 
year's  end  to  another.    Sometimes  when  roughly  handled  a 
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tortoise  will  void  the  contents  of  its  cloaca  and  bladder.  The 
f oeces  are  black  and  about  the  size  of  those  of  the  fox. 

''The  author  kept  a  number  of  desert  tortoises  at  his 
home  for  a  time  in  an  enclosure  out-K)f-doors.  The  captive 
tortoises  paced  their  pens  and  frequently  attempted  to  dig 
out  under  the  fence.  They  were  not  able  to  burrow  into 
hard  ground,  but  in  a  gravel  bank  they  would  scrape  away 
alternately  with  the  fore  limbs  and  when  the  hole  became 
deep  enough  would  turn  around  and  push  the  dirt  out  with 
their  shoulders.  They  grazed  contentedly  upon  the  lawn 
or  in  patches  of  green  weeds,  and  also  ate  lettuce  or  cabbage 
leaves  thrown  to  them.  They  were  never  active  unless  warm 
and  seldom  so  even  then,  coming  out  in  bright  sunshine  to 
lie  outstretched  or  seeking  the  warmth  of  a  stove  or  radiator 
in  a  room.  They  were  handled  a  great  deal  and  were  never 
known  to  open  their  mouths  to  bite.  They  soon  became  used 
to  human  surroundings  and  would  pursue  their  accustomed 
activities  with  people  about.  Some  of  their  habits  are  worthy 
of  notice. 

"When  one  tortoise  meets  another  in  the  course  of  its 
journeying  each,  whatever  the  sex,  nods  its  head  rapidly 
up  and  down  as  if  in  salutation,  and  sometimes  noses  are 
touched  before  passing  along.  If  two  males  happen  to  meet, 
a  fight  is  likely  to  ensue.  After  the  preliminary  nodding  the 
tortoises  separate  a  little  distance  and  then  rush  toward  one 
another  with  the  heads  drawn  part  way  into  the  shell.  The 
combatants  meet  head  on  and  the  curved  horns  projecting 
from  the  anterior  end  of  the  plastron  are  butted  rather  vio- 
lently against  the  adversary,  but  do  him  no  damage  except 
sometimes  to  turn  him  upon  his  back;  he  may  then  struggle 
for  some  time  with  one  fore  leg  vibrating  vigorously  in  the 
air  and  the  other  pawing  for  a  foothold  in  the  ground  before 
he  can  right  himself. 

"The  males  court  their  mates  by  biting  them  gently 
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around  the  edges  of  Che  thelL  During  copulation  the  male 
ftampi  hb  hind  feet  and  utten  a  mechanical  grunt  with  the 
head  hooked  over  the  end  of  the  plaatron  and  the  mouth  half 
open. 

"^Stephens  (1914,  p.  135)  writes  that  teeth  marks  are 
sometimes  teen  on  shells  of  living  tortoises  and  believes  that 
the  shells  ^generally  prove  too  hard  for  the  coyotes.**  The 
younger  tortoises  are  soft -shelled  and  delicate.  They  prob- 
ably fall  prry  in  numben  to  raptorial  mammals  and  birds. 
Ihe  old  ones  are  a  favorite  delicacy  among  the  Indian  and 
Mexican  section-hands  who  live  with  their  families  along 
the  railroad  lines.  Some  tortoises  kept  as  curiosities  at 
Needles  on  a  grass  plot  in  front  of  the  Santa  Fe  hotel  are 
thought  to  have  been  gradually  depleted  by  the  inroads  of 
the  Indians,  many  of  whom  lounge  about  the  pk 
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lliis  family  is  composed  of  all  the  marine  turtles  except 
the  so<alled  leather-back  turtles.  They  are  turtles  with 
paddle-shaped  limbs,  bony  carapaces  co%'ered  with  homy 
plates,  and  head  and  limbs  covered  with  scales.  They  in- 
habit the  tropical  and  semitropical  oceans.  There  are  no 
authentic  records  of  any  of  these  turtles  having  been  taken 
on  the  western  coast  of  the  United  States,  but  they  occur 
about  the  shores  of  southern  Lower  California.  Individuals 
are  said  to  reach  a  length  of  leven  feet  and  a  weight  of 
eight  or  nine  hundred  pounds.  The  three  kinds  are  known 
as  green  turtles,  loggerhead  turtles,  and  hawk-billed  or  tor- 
tuise-shcU  turtles.  The  first  is  the  loup  turtles  of  commerce. 
The  last  furnishes  the  tortoise  Shell**  of  which  combs  and 
limilar  articles  are  made.  The  loggerheads  are  the  most 
pelagic,  and  ordinarily  are  not  uied  as  food,  or  otherwise. 
All  of  the  species  resort  to  sandy  shores  to  lay  their  eggs  in 
holes  which  they  dig  a  short  distance  above  tide  line.    The 
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eggs  are  spherical  and  very  numerous,  are  inclosed  in  leathery 
shells,  and  when  deposited  in  the  pits  are  covered  with  sand 
and  left  by  the  turtle. 

Our  knowledge  of  sea  turtles  is  still  too  limited  to  justi^ 
f y  any  very  definite  conclusions  as  to  the  number  of  ^)ecies, 
or  even  very  emphatic  statements  as  to  the  difference  or  iden- 
tity of  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Ocean  specimens.  Still  it  seems 
best  to  regard  those  from  the  Pacific  as  distinct  species. 

Synopsis  of  Gbnera 

a. — Carapace  covered  with  thidcer,  homfj  imbricate  shields } 

pectorals  and  abdominals  usually  keeled}  two  pairs  of 

prefrontal  shields;  costals  four. 

Eretmochelyt. — p.  994. 

a*. — Carapace  covered  with  thin,  juxtaposed,  shields;  pector- 
als and  abdominals  usually  smooth, 
b. — ^Vertebral  plates  five;  costals  four;  one  pair  of  pre- 
frontal shields. 

Chelonia. — p.  996. 

b*. — ^Vertebral  plates  usually  more  than  five  or  costals  more 

than  four;  two  pairs  of  prefrontal  shields. 

Caretta.— p.  998. 


Genus  SS.    Eretmochelys 

Eretmochelys  Fitzincer,  Syit.  Rept.,  1843,  p.  30  (type,  imhricata), 
Onychochelys  Gray,  Proc.  Zool.  Soc.  Lond.,   1873,  p.   397,  (typc,0. 
kraussi) . 

Shell  covered  with  thick,  imbricate,  homy  plates,  the 
tortoise  shell  of  commerce.  Two  pairs  of  prefrontal  plates. 
Limbs  large,  paddle-shaped,  with  two  claws.  The  verte- 
bral and  costal  plates  are  keeled  in  young,  and  the  plastral 
plates  in  adults  also.  The  marginals  project  making  the  edge 
of  the  carapace  serrate.  The  beak  is  hooked  like  that  of  a 
hawk. 
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Thcie  turtles  ire  found  in  the  tropiCAl  teat.  The  specific 
differences  among  them  ire  u  jret  but  little  known. 

229.    ErctmochdyB  tquamou  (Girmrd) 
Pacific  ToaToisE-tMiLL  Turtle 

CjtvM  ifM««M  CiaAftft,  U.  S.  Eiplar.  Espcd.,  Hcrpctol.,  1858,  p.  441, 

H-  .lOf  i|ft.  t-7  (trpe  locality,  8«hi  Sms  and  Indian  Ocaan). 

Cmtos  imUrusi^  Vav  Dtusvacii,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Set.,  Scr.  t.  Vol.  5, 

••95ip.  «J. 
E0tim$ikffyt  $pmm^i4  Toviittra,  BuO.  Amcr.  Mm.  Nat.  Hi>t.,  Vol 

XXXV,  1916,  p.  445- 
ErHm^Myi  ifmmwmim  Srajiitcta  Si  Baaaot't,  Qicck  Lbc  N.  Amcr. 

Ampk.  Rcpt.,  1917,  p.  taa;  Vaii  Dtust'tcii  Si  Sttiriii,  Proc.  Cal. 

Acad.  Set.,  Scr.  4,  VoL  XI,  1911,  p.  sj;  Ntuow,  Mem.  Nat.  Acad. 

So.,  Vol.  XVI,  1921,  p.  114. 

D^uriftiom. — Forelimbs  long,  paddle-shaped,  with  two 
cUwi.  Head  covered  above  with  large  plates  of  which  four 
occupy  the  prefrontal  region;  frontal  rather  small;  inter- 
parietal largest.  Snout  in  profile  curving  up  and  back  from 
the  point  of  the  beak  which  b  the  most  anterior  part  of  head. 
Homy  plates  of  shell  thick,  and  imbricate;  vertebnds  five, 
coitals  four,  marginak  12  on  each  side  and  a  nuchal.  A 
series  of  plates  between  marginals  and  large  plastral  plates. 

The  general  color  b  yellowish  or  brownish.  The  homy 
plates  of  the  shell  are  beautifully  mottled  and  clouded  with 
yellow  and  brown.    The  plastron  b  light  yellow. 

The  usual  length  of  carapace  b  one  and  one-half  or  two 
feet,  but  in  very  large  specimens  may  be  nearly  three  feet. 


DiiirihuiUm. — So  far  as  I  can  leara  the  Psdfic  Tortobe- 
shell  or  Ibwksbill  Turtle  has  been  taken,  within  the  limita 
of  the  present  work,  only  near  San  Jose  del  Cabo.  Its  range 
doubtless  extends  considerably  to  the  north  of  Cabo  San 
Lucu  both  in  the  Gulf  of  Gdifomia  and  along  Che 
side  of  the  peninsula  of  Lower  California. 
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^um. — Fonelimbt  long,  paddle-thiped,  with  one 
well  developed  cUw.  Head  covered  above  with  large  plates 
of  which  one  pair  occupy  the  prefrontal  region  ^  frontal  rather 
small  i  interparietal  largest.  Snout  in  profile  often  extending 
anterior  to  edge  of  beak.  Homy  plates  of  shell  thin,  not 
imbricate  \  vertebraU  five,  costals  four,  marginals  1 2  on  each 
side  and  a  nuchal.  A  series  of  plates  between  marginals  and 
large  plastral  plates. 

The  carapace  is  olive  or  brownish,  often  clouded  or 
mottled  with  yellow.    The  plastron  is  yellow. 

The  usual  length  of  carapace  is  between  two  and  three 
feet. 


Disirib$a$on. — Thb  turtle  is  abundant  in  the  tropical 
waters  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  It  breeds  in  considerable  num* 
bcrs  on  Socorro  Island  and  has  been  recorded  from  both 
coasts  of  I^wer  California,  at  San  Bartolome  Bay,  Magda- 
lena  Bay,  Willard  Bay,  the  mouth  of  the  Colorado  River, 
and  Tiburon  Island.  It  may  perhaps  occasionally  occur  off 
the  coast  of  southern  California,  but  I  know  of  no  definite 
records.  Stephens  sa>*s  one  was  caught  at  National  City  and 
that  this  turtle  has  been  seen  in  San  Diego  Bay  and  Misstoo 
Bay,  San  Diego  County. 

R^msrks. — Large  specimens  may  weigh  fi%'e  or  six  hun- 
dred pounds,  but  the  average  is  much  smaller.  Of  all  the 
sea  turtles  this  is  the  only  one  much  used  for  food.  It  may 
often  be  teen  in  our  markets,  and  is  known  as  the  Green  or 
fioup  Turtle.  They  are  reported  to  haul  out  on  the  beaches 
at  San  Bartolome  Bay  for  egg  laying  in  April  and  May. 

t/shiis. — Like  the  other  marine  species  this  turtle  de- 
posits its  eggs  in  pits  on  sandy  shores.  The  female  goes 
ashore  at  night  and  crawls  cvtr  the  sand  to  a  point  above 
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high  water  kveL  Here  she  digs  a  hole  with  her  fins.  In 
this  hole,  from  one  to  two  feet  deep,  she  lays  ixom,  one  to 
two  hundred  eggs.  She  then  scrq)es  the  sand  bade  over  the 
eggs  and  levels  and  smooths  the  surface.  The  ^gs  are  nearly 
spherical  and  are  enclosed  in  leathery  shells.  The  young 
enter  the  water  as  soon  as  hatdicd.  The  food  of  this  turtle 
consists  mostly  of  marine  plants. 

Genus  57.    Caretta 

Carsua  Rafinesqub,  Specchio  Scu  (Palmoo),  VoL  2,  No.  9,  1814^  p. 
66  (type,  ndsuia^^c^uta). 

The  shell  is  covered  with  thin  homy  plates  which  are  not 
imbricate.  There  are  two  pairs  of  prefrontal  plates.  The 
head  is  very  large.  There  usually  are  more  than  four  costals 
and  often  more  than  five  vertebnds. 

231.    Caretta  olivacea  (Escfasdioltz) 
Pacific  Loooerhsad  Turtle 

Chelonia  olivacea  Eschscholtz,  ZooI.  Atlas,  Ft.  t»  1829,  p.  1,  pi.  3  (type 
locality,  Manila  Bay,  P.  L). 

Lepidochelys  olivacea  Van  Denburoh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  1, 

Vol.  V,  1896,  p.  1008. 
Carma  olivacea  Stejneger  &  Barbour,  Check  List  N.  Amer.  Axnph. 

Kept.,  1917,  p.  123;  Van  Denburgh  &  Slevin,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad. 

Sci.,  Ser.  4,  Vol.  XI,  1911,  p.  S2\  Nelson,  Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  Sd., 

Vol.  XVI,  1921,  p.  114. 

Description. — Forelimbs  long,  paddle-shaped,  usually 
with  two  daws.  Head  covered  above  with  large  plates  of 
which  two  pairs  occupy  the  prefrontal  region}  frontal  rather 
small}  interparietal  largest.  Homy  plates  of  shell  thin, 
little  if  at  all  imbricate}  costals  usually  more  than  four  and 
vertebrals  often  more  than  five.  A  series  of  plates  between 
mafginals  and  large  plastral  plates.  Young  specimens  have 
the  costals  and  vertebrals  more  or  less  strongly  keeled. 
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D^scrifiion. — Forelimbt  long,  piddle-thiped,  with  one 
well  developed  cUw.  Head  covered  above  with  large  plates 
of  which  one  pair  occupy  the  prefrontal  region  ^  frontal  rather 
tmall  \  interparietal  largeat.  Snout  in  profile  often  eitending 
anterior  to  edge  of  beak.  Homy  plates  of  shell  thin,  not 
imbricate ;  vertebrals  five,  costals  four,  marginals  1 2  on  each 
tide  and  a  nuchal.  A  series  of  plates  between  marginals  and 
large  plaitral  plates. 

The  carapace  b  olive  or  brownish,  often  clouded  or 
mottled  with  yellow.    The  plastron  b  yellow. 

The  usual  length  of  carapace  b  between  two  and  three 
feet. 

Disirihrnikm. — Thb  turtle  b  abundant  in  the  tropical 
waters  of  the  PiKific  Ocean.  It  breeds  in  considerate  num- 
ben  on  Socorro  Island  and  has  been  recorded  from  both 
coasts  of  Lower  California,  at  San  Bartolome  Bay,  Magda* 
lena  Bay,  Willard  Bay,  the  mouth  of  the  Colorado  River, 
and  Tiburon  Island.  It  may  perhaps  occasionally  occur  off 
the  coait  of  southern  California,  but  I  know  of  no  definite 
records.  Stephens  says  one  was  caught  at  National  Cty  and 
that  thb  turtle  has  been  seen  in  San  Diego  Bay  and  Mission 
Bay,  San  Diego  County. 

R^mstks. — Large  specimens  may  weigh  five  or  six  hun- 
dred pounds,  but  the  average  is  much  smaller.  Of  all  the 
•ea  turtles  thb  b  the  only  one  much  UKd  for  food.  It  may 
often  be  teen  in  our  markets,  and  b  known  as  the  Green  or 
Soup  Turtle.  They  are  reported  to  haul  out  on  the  beachca 
at  San  Bartolome  Bay  for  egg  laying  in  April  and  May. 

UMii. — Like  the  other  marine  species  thb  turtle  de* 
posits  its  eggs  in  pits  on  sandy  shores.  The  female  goes 
ashore  at  night  and  crmwb  wtt  the  sand  to  a  point  above 
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Genus  58.    Dermochelys 

DermocAdiys  BuuNviLLEy  Boll.  Soc.  Philom.  Paris,  1816,  p.  Ill  (119), 

(type,  coriacea). 
Sfhargis  Merrem,  Sjst.  Amphib^  1820,  p.  19  (type,  coriacui). 

The  carapace  has  seven  and  the  plastron  five  longitudinal 
keels.  The  body  is  covered  with  thidc,  smooth  leathery  skin. 
The  upper  jaw  is  deeply  notched  anteriorly.  The  limbs  are 
paddle-shaped,  without  claws }  the  anterior  limbs  are  very 
long. 

232.    Dermochelys  schlegelii  (Garman) 
Pacific  Leather-back.  Turtle 

Plate  128 

Sphargis  cortacea  var.  schlegelii  Garman,  Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  25, 

1884,  p.  303  (type  locality,  Ttopical  Pacific  and  Indian  Ocean). 

DermatocMys  Beldino,  West.  Amer.  Scientist,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  24,  1887 J 

p.  99- 
Dermochelys  Van  Denburgh,  Proc.  Cal.  Acad.  Sci.,  Ser.  3,  Zool.,  Vol.  4, 

No.  3,  1905,  p.  5i>  pis-  IX,  X. 
Dermochelys  schlegelii  Stejneger,   Bull.  U.  S.  Nat.  Mus.,  No.  58,  1907, 

p.  485;  Grinnell  &  Camp,  Univ.  Cal.  Publ.  Zool.,  Vol.  17,  No.  10, 

1917,  p.  198;  Stejneger  &  Barbour,  Check  List  N.  Amer.  Amph. 

Rept.,  1 91 7,  p.  124;  Stephens,  Trans.  San  Diego  Soc.  Nat.  Hist., 

Vol.  Ill,  No.  4,  1921,  p.  6s\  Nelson,  Mem.  Nat.  Acad.  Sci.,  Vol. 

XVI,  1921,  p.  114. 

Description. — Body  and  limbs  covered  with  leathery  skin 
without  homy  plates.  Anterior  limbs  very  long,  without 
claws.  Head  very  large,  not  retractile.  Carapace  with  seven 
and  plastron  with  five  longitudinal  ridges  or  keels. 

The   color   is  bluish    black    more   or   less   spotted   or 
marbled  with  white. 

Specimens  are  said  to  attain  a  length  of  nine  feet,  but 
six  to  seven  feet  is  a  more  usual  size. 
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had  also  prepared  a  number  of  other  ropes  with  noo8e8  on 
them  to  be  ready  for  quick  work. 

^^On  approaching  the  turtle  it  did  not  hear  the  wash  of 
the  boat  until  we  were  within  about  IS  feet  of  it,  when  it 
made  a  rush  to  windward  and  started  to  dive,  but  the  momen- 
tum of  the  boat  when  I  lu£Fed  mto  the  wind  carried  her  right 
along  side  of  him  and  I  dropped  the  tiller  and  got  forward 
with  the  ga£F-hook  and  swung  over  the  side  in  the  weather 
rigging  and  got  the  hook  fast  in  the  leathery  part  of  his 
nedc.  He  immediately  sounded  and  run  out  the  full  length 
of  the  line — about  200  feet-^and  towed  the  boat  about  half 
a  mile  further  out  to  sea.  He  then  came  to  the  surface  and 
we  overhanded  the  line  and  pulled  up  close  to  him  again. 
When  he  caught  sight  of  the  boat  he  turned  and  came  toward 
us  and  threw  one  of  his  flippers  over  the  gunwale  of  the  boat^ 
nearly  capsizing  her.  I  climbed  up  on  the  upper  side  and 
shoved  him  off  with  an  oar.  He  grabbed  the  end  of  the 
oar  and  bit  the  end  of  it  off  like  a  piece  of  cheese.  His 
movements  in  the  water  were  very  swift}  using  his  fore 
flipper  he  could  turn  almost  instantly  from  one  side  to  the 
other  and  his  head  would  project  about  1 8  inches  from  the 
body.  I  succeeded  in  throwing  a  noose  over  his  head  and 
later  by  attracting  his  attention  in  the  opposite  direction  got 
ropes  around  both  flippers — finally  having  five  lines  on  him 
— ^and  started  to  tow  him  toward  the  shore.  He  repeatedly 
slipped  the  ropes  off  from  his  nedc  and  flippers — several 
times  getting  almost  entirely  free.  We  were  from  1 1 :30 
A.  M.  till  nearly  4  P.  M.  in  finally  landing  him.  When 
about  half  way  to  shore  he  suddenly  turned  and  made  a 
break  out  to  sea,  towing  the  boat  stem  first  with  all  sail 
drawing  full  for  several  hundred  yards  with  little  effort. 
He  emitted  at  intervals  a  noise  resembling  the  grunt  of  a 
wild  boar.  There  were  (when  we  first  tackled  him)  about 
a  dozen  ramoras  attached  to  different  parts  of  the  body. 
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Mott  of  them  iCayed  with  him  all  thrxHigh  the  struggle  and 
only  deserted  him  when  I  hoisted  him  to  the  deck  of  the 
dock.  I  eaptured  two  of  them  and  kept  them  in  a  bucket 
for  several  days.  One  was  about  ten  inches  long.  The  tur- 
tle lived  for  four  days  after  taking  out  of  the  water — being 
very  lively  when  first  landed  and  gradually  subsiding.  I 
don't  think  this  species  ever  come  out  of  the  water  on  their 
ofwn  responsibility. 

^So  far  as  I  can  learn  there  has  been  but  one  other  of 
this  kind  ever  taken  on  this  coast.  It  was  less  than  half 
Che  size  of  this  and  was  entangled  in  a  fishemum's  net  and 
was  wounded  in  capturing,  so  that  it  died  soon  after.  The 
meat  was  sold  to  the  hotels  here  and  was  very  fine  eating. 

"Respectfully, 

•K;.  W.  Gourlcy.'' 

Inquiry  regarding  the  second  specimen  referred  to  in 
Mr.  Gourley's  letter  finally  resulted,  through  the  kindness 
of  Dr.  Frank  M.  Anderson,  in  my  securing  from  Mr.  E.  B. 
Hoyt  of  San  Luis  Obispo,  a  photograph  of  this  turtle,  taken 
toon  after  its  death.  Mr.  Huyt  tells  me  that  this  photo- 
graph was  taken  by  himself  at  Santa  Barbara  in  July  or 
August,  1901.  It  shows  the  animal  covering  more  than 
half  the  length  of  the  floor  uf  a  dray  on  which  it  was  lying. 

Regarding  the  one  caught  near  Los  Corunados  Islands, 
the  "San  Francisco  Chrunide"  stated : 

''It  yn%  fuund  tangled  in  the  kelp,  and  it  required  the 
assistance  of  nine  men  tu  get  it  un  to  the  deck  of  the  launch. 
It  lived  only  three  days  after  it  was  brought  to  land,  deep- 
sea  species  being  unable  to  live  long  out  of  water.  In  length  it 
was  seven  feet  eight  inches  and  nine  feet  across  the  fore 
flippers  from  tip  to  tip.    It  weighed  1575  pounds.*' 


1004 20.    DERMOCHELIBJB 

This  is  the  most  pelagic  of  turtles.  It  is  perfectly  adapt- 
ed to  marine  life  and  resorts  to  land  only  to  deposit  eggs. 
Its  motions  are  remarkably  quick  and  its  strength  enormous. 
Little  is  known  regarding  its  food,  but  it  probably  is  purely 
carnivorous. 
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